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Background
Background:

Environmental Partnership was commissioned by Waverley Council to prepare a Plan of Management for Williams

Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve. As part of that process, Environmental Partnership partnered with Micromex

Research to undertake a multi-stage community engagement program to inform the development of the Plan of

Management.

Stage 1 of the engagement program consisted of intercept interviews with park users at the two parks. This stage

essentially helped shape the content of the subsequent community engagement stages (please see the separate

Stage 1 Intercept report).

Stages 2-4:

This report is primarily based on the results of Stages 2, 3, and 4 of the engagement program:

- Stage 2: ‘Have a Say’ Day Pop-up Engagement

Approximately 56 participants visited the community ‘Have a Say Day’ on 13th April 2019 at Hugh Bamford Reserve.

The majority of participants were aware of the Have a Say Day after receiving flyers delivered by Waverley Council

or being informed by the Golf Club, however, some participants simply ‘happened’ upon the event.

- Stage 3: Stakeholder Workshop

3 key stakeholders of the parks (representing two ‘user organisations’ – Sydney Archery and Kyokushin Karate)

attended an evening workshop at Hugh Bamford Reserve Hall on May 2, 2019.

- Stage 4: Online Submissions

273 online submissions were completed via Council’s “Have Your Say” website. The survey link was promoted by

Council and open for completion between 11th April - 16th May 2019 (and was used as part of Stage 2).

It should be noted that Stages 2 to 4 are essentially opt-in methodologies – that is, those with a 
particular interest in the precinct (rather than the broader community) are potentially more 

likely to have participated. 85
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Background

Additional Input:

In addition to Stages 2-4 mentioned on the previous page, the following feedback has also been incorporated into

this Report, for the sake of completeness:

• (Stage 5): Two (unstructured) written submissions received by Council, and

• (Stage 6): A summary of a specific engagement with the North Bondi Golf Club (facilitated by Environmental

Partnership and Waverley Council).

Objectives of Stages 2-4 were to:

• Identify current usage patterns of the parklands.

• Determine the community’s views on potential alternative uses of the parklands to better benefit the community.
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Key Findings
Many likes/dislikes/improvements etc. were raised by participants across the various engagement activities – too many 

to summarise here.  However, a number of key themes/values emerged from the data:

• It’s all about the nature:  This includes the views, the vegetation, the open spaces:

o References to natural beauty dominated the open-ended likes on the online survey

o And support ratings for ‘enhancing the vegetation’ scored the highest of four options on the online survey.

o However, there were concerns raised in the online responses and the workshop about the lack of 

maintenance of bushland/vegetation, including along Military Road – in fact, these were the highest dislikes 

recorded for both Hugh Bamford Reserve and Williams Park.

o Similarly, concerns were also raised by residents about the amount of rubbish dumped in amongst the 

vegetation.

o There were also one or two mentions of protecting the bush care region.

• The precinct is ‘old Bondi’, and participants want it to stay that way:  This was a recurring theme across all 

engagements, with comments from residents/stakeholders such as ‘part of the very fabric of Bondi’, ‘need to find a 

balance between making it more visible and still keeping it isolated’, and ‘secluded and unique to Bondi’.  And a 

participant at the Golf Club meeting mentioned they ‘…want the club house to be a local club, not a trendy Bondi 

Club’.

• It’s for locals:  Following on from the above, comments from residents were also made about it being a ‘quiet local 

place’, ‘not many people know it’s here’, and ‘it’s a local treasure’.  The Golf Club meeting mentioned ‘it’s a club 

for locals’ – although they also acknowledged that tourists playing golf love the view.
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Key Findings
• Maintenance, not Change:  Following on from the previous slide, a common theme across most engagements was 

to maintain but not change the precinct – these comments were mainly in relation to Williams Park/the golf course –

although Hugh Bamford Reserve was also mentioned:  ‘Minimal makeover (HBR)’, ‘We love the golf course and 

space and would like it kept as is’, ‘Prefer existing layout, don’t change’, ‘Williams Park is fine the way it is – I do not 

want it to change’, ‘Keep everything the same as it [is] … just keep it up to speed (WP)’:

o As a subset of the above, two or so participants at the Have a Say Day specifically mentioned their concerns 

around a depot being constructed on Williams Park.

• Emotional Connection:  Perhaps drawing on the earlier themes of ‘nature’, ‘old Bondi’ and ‘for locals’, there were 

also references to emotional connections, particularly for Hugh Bamford Reserve, with ‘likes’ comments such as 

‘quiet/peaceful/relaxing’, ‘casual recreation’, and ‘sense of belonging in the community’.

• Social Capital of the Clubhouse:  Many participants commented on the social capital value of the clubhouse – that 

it is more a community centre than a clubhouse:  ‘Golf club building being used for karate club which is a great 

community facility’, ‘We’re providing for a lot of kids … from age 5 to teenage years, form strong bonds there’, ‘I 

think the building is more valuable than the rest of the whole site – social, economic usage value’:

o That said, there was mention that the building needed some upgrading, without losing its character:  ‘Like to 

see the area upgraded, but not to the point where it becomes an exclusive Club, where whoever pays the 

most gets priority’

• Community, Culture and Heritage:  Interestingly, none of the Have a Say Day participants provided post-it note 

comments about the ‘Community, culture and heritage’ board – although several did fondly mention the old gun 

emplacement in passing conversation.  Similarly, only one post-it was placed on the board at the workshop.  And 

only a handful of online respondents mentioned ‘history and heritage’ or ‘Aboriginal carvings’ on the open-ended 

likes questions about Hugh Bamford Reserve/Williams Park.  In short, heritage is seemingly not a top-of-mind issue:

o However, the option of ‘providing onsite interpretation such as information boards…’ generated the second 

highest positive support rating based on four options.

o And the written submission from the North Bondi Precinct Committee dealt with heritage protection.

89



9

Key Findings
• Public Access:  This is a complex issue:

o On the one hand, there were numerous positive comments about how both Hugh Bamford Reserve and 

Williams Park are open/public/shared spaces – with comments such as:  ‘It’s for the community (HBR)’, 

‘Anyone can rent the hall (HBR)’, ‘Public access/for everyone (7% of likes mentions for HBR)’, ‘Public/open for 

everyone (18% of likes mentions for WP)’, ‘Community space (13% of likes mentions for WP), ‘Shared space/ 

multitude of uses (10% of likes comments for WP)’.

 And during the Have a Say Day the golfers that attended felt there was existing harmony between 

golfers and walkers who use the course:  ‘Great harmony between golf course and community – lots of 

tourists and dog walkers use the perimeter without trouble /interference with each other’, ‘The best 

compromise for continued public use is to keep the golf course the way it is, and coexist with enhancing 

public use of the park area’, ‘Already good relationship between golf club and passive users’.

o However, there were a handful of dislikes comments from the online survey about how Williams Park could 

better serve the community and that there is a lack of signage to say that it is a public space.  And some 

online respondents suggested ‘Allow both access for public and golf course but don’t take away from either’.

o Interestingly, when the online sample was presented with four potential future options for the precinct, the 

‘Council to explore whether the current Williams Park area could support both active and passive recreation, 

without there being conflict between different users’ option generated a polarised response – and the lowest 

support rating.

o The messages from the Golf Club meeting were mixed, with one comment being ‘Williams Park was not seen 

as a destination walk by the Golf Board’ – but other comments suggesting the Golf Club would look at ways 

to review the course layout to make it safer, and to consider options such as partitioning golf/casual use days 

or hours.
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Key Findings
• Hugh Bamford Reserve – Other Comments:  Some of the other key suggestions/observations around Hugh Bamford 

Reserve included the following:

o Improve accessibility/difficult to access

o Water bubblers (for people and dogs)

o 8% of online respondents commented positively about ‘accessible for dogs/dog walking’ – although 3% 

mentioned ‘dogs off leash’ as a dislike.

o Lack of seats/needs more seats

o Lack of toilets

o It’s good for sports/improve sports fields/shared sports area

o Picnic facilities were mentioned as the second highest suggested improvement

o Playground for children was the third highest suggested improvement

o More trees/shade/sun shelters

o Smell from water treatment plant
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Key Findings
• Williams Park – Other Comments:  Some of the other key suggestions/observations around Williams Park included the 

following:

o The golf course/Clubhouse is loved by its members/users!

o The option of a walkway linking the two parks appears to have polarised the community – this is evident not 

only in verbatim comments at the Have a Say Day/Workshop (e.g.: ‘Do not agree with a coastal walkway as 

it will impact on the golf course too much’ versus ‘Could be changed to make it more user friendly for those 

other than golfers.  You could take the area on the [water side] and make it into a walking path’), but also in 

the online survey where the ‘Council to investigate extending the existing Coastal Walk…’ option had 41% 

commit to the top two support codes and 42% commit to the bottom two support codes:

 Opposition to a walkway was linked to a loss of natural beauty:  ‘A walkway would spoil the natural 

beauty of the park’, ‘No fencing, no built structures, no hard/concrete surfaces – if anything, nature 

landscaping only’.  This view was repeated at the Golf Club meeting: ‘Concerns about changing the 

look and feel of the park ie: installing barriers/handrails or hard surfaces would change character’.

 It should be noted that one or two participants felt fencing was required to make the area safer for 

children.

o Lack of parking for the golf course was a concern  – this was 

mentioned by both the community and at the Golf Club meeting.

o Smell from water treatment plant

o The problems with irrigating the golf course were mentioned once 

at the Have a Say Day and again at the Golf Club meeting.
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Have a 
Say Day Stakeholder 

Workshop

Online 

Submissions

Community 

written 

submissions

Stage 2: Community “Have A 

Say Day”

Approximately 56 participants attended the ‘Have a Say Day’ at Hugh Bamford Reserve.

Insights were obtained via two approaches:

• Participants were able to complete the Stage 4 online survey using computer tablets.

• Participants were also able to record their thoughts on post-its based on different 
poster prompts (see Appendix A):

o Reactions to five ‘planning directions’

o Likes and improvements about the two Parks

Council 

Facilitated 

Golf Club 

Workshop 93
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Pop-up Submissions 

Base: N=31

Online Submissions 

Base: N=240

Daily or most days of 

the week
52% 20%

Once or twice a week 23% 35%

Two or three times a 

month
6% 16%

Once a month 6% 7%

Every few months 0% 6%

Once or twice a year 10% 5%

Never 3% 11%

Online Submissions at the ‘Have a Say Day’ Pop-up

32 of the Stage 4 online submissions were completed at the “Have A Say Day” at Hugh Bamford 
Reserve.  The above analysis compares those 32 online submissions with all 273 online submissions 
– and there is a sense that the online submissions made at the ‘Have a Say Day’ were dominated 

by users of Williams Park (both golfers and Club users). 

W
ill

ia
m

s 
P

a
rk

Pop-up Submissions

Base: N=31

Online Submissions

Base: N=237

Daily or most days of 

the week
19% 16%

Once or twice a week 19% 33%

Two or three times a 

month
16% 15%

Once a month 10% 11%

Every few months 10% 11%

Once or twice a year 13% 10%

Never/this is my first time 13% 5%

Pop- Up 

Submissions 

Base: N=30

Online 

Submissions 

Base: N=234

Yes 50% 18%

No 47% 68%

Can’t say 3% 14%

Pop- Up 

Submissions 

Base: N=30

Online 

Submissions 

Base: N=229

Yes 33% 14%

No 57% 78%

Can’t say 10% 8%

Q1d. In your opinion, do you feel that the public land at Hugh Bamford 

Reserve could be used differently to better benefit the community?
Q1a. How often, if at all, do you visit Hugh Bamford Reserve?

H
u

g
h

 B
a

m
fo

rd
 

Q2d. In your opinion, do you feel that the public land at Williams 

Park could be used differently to better benefit the community?
Q2a. How often, if at all, do you visit Williams Park
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Using the ‘Have a Say’ boards, participants were also encouraged to note down their positive
and negative reactions to five planning directions:

• ‘Design and setting’, and ‘Enhancing the environment’ (combined on one board)

• ‘Community, culture and heritage’
(although no post-its were specifically
left for this topic)

• ‘Getting to and around the Parks’

• ‘Playing and relaxing’

Participants could also record their likes
and suggested improvements for each of
the two Parks.

Diagnostic Feedback – Core Values

95
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Getting to, and Around, the Parks 

Based on the post-it responses, the sense is that participants preferred for the parks to remain as 
they are, rather than adding a walkway which could ruin the natural beauty and have too much 

impact on the golf course.

Some other suggestions include improving signage, park access and lighting.

Great harmony 

between golf course 

and community. Lots of 

tourists and dog walkers 

use the perimeter 

without trouble/ 

interference with each 

other 

I like the 

walkway 

idea 

Improve park 

access points 

and lighting 

Improve 

signage

No fence 

along the golf 

course

A walkway 

would look 

terrible, it is 

beautiful as it is

A walkway 

would spoil 

the natural 

beauty of the 

park 

Do not agree 

with a coastal 

walkway as it 

will impact on 

the golf course 

too much

Keep it how it 

is, don't agree 

with this

Leave as is, 

just improve 

signage for 

way finding

Likes/Suggested Improvements to 

Proposed Plan of Management
Concerns About Proposed 

Plan of Management
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Playing and Relaxing

From a ‘Playing and relaxing’ perspective, Users felt that the current usage is appropriate, with a 
good relationship between the Golf Club and passive users  - thus, there was little appetite for 

change. 

More shade trees was a suggestion to improve the parks.

The best compromise 

for continued public 

use is to keep the golf 

course the way it is, 

and coexist with 

enhancing public use 

of the park area 

Golf course is 

used very well 

these days, 

weekends really 

busy, which is 

great to see

We love the golf 

course and 

space and 

would like it kept 

as is. Purlieu from 

16 Military Rd

Already good 

relationship 

between Golf 

Club and 

passive users

Golf Club building 

being used for 

Karate Club 

which is a great 

community 

facility

No fences, no 

sewage outflow, 

no big changes

Williams Park, with 

it's amazing view, is 

the last bastion of 

the old Bondi. It is a 

testimony to the 

land and its original 

people

Shade trees 

along Military 

Road

Likes/Suggested Improvements to 

Proposed Plan of Management
Concerns About Proposed 

Plan of Management
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Design and Setting; Enhancing the Environment 

4 participants would prefer to keep the parks as they are, another 2 were against the idea of 
constructing a coastal walk. One respondent suggested improving parking and facilities (toilets). 

Improve parking and 

facilities (toilets). 

Although a coastal 

walk is a good idea, 

don’t make it a 

Bondi to Bronte walk

Please keep 

the golf 

course

Keep it how it 

is!

Prefer existing 

layout - don’t 

change

No coastal 

walk, we 

don't need 

another 

Bondi-Bronte
No fencing, no 

built structures, no 

hard/concrete 

surfaces. If 

anything - nature 

landscaping only

Likes/Suggested Improvements to 

Proposed Plan of Management
Concerns About Proposed 

Plan of Management
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Hugh Bamford Reserve – Likes and Improvements

Improvements to Hugh Bamford Reserve include adding drinking stations, improved recreational 
facilities, reduction of foxes, and safety concerns in regards to fire hazards and children crawling 

through holes in fences. 

Concerns about 

people camping in 

bushland at Hugh 

Bamford, due to 

fire hazards

Hugh 

Bamford is 

good. I say 

no to too 

much 

change

Would like 

improved fencing 

and viewpoints for 

safety. I worry 

about my kids 

crawling through a 

hole in the fence 

at Hugh Bamford

Love this quiet 

local place but it 

could have 

improved 

recreational 

facilities

Do not 

develop on 

bush care 

area

Foxes 

Please add in 

drinking 

stations – for 

humans and 

dogs

Waverley 

Land

Rubbish to 

ramp 

dumping

Likes/Suggested Improvements to 

Proposed Plan of Management
Concerned about Change at 

Hugh Bamford Reserve
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Williams Park – Likes and Improvements

4 respondents did not want to see Williams Park changed while another 2 respondents were 
concerned about a potential truck depot. Suggested improvements included more communal 

activities, improved parking, more trees, historical signage and a path for walkers to move safely 
through the golf course. 

Williams Park  is the 

only golf course in 

the LGA which 

should be retained. 

Has scenic views

Williams Park 

is fine the 

way it is. I do 

not want it to 

change

Path for walkers 

to walk safely 

through the golf 

course

Golf Club should 

have a whole 

building made 

available for 

community use. 

No club, pokies 

or bar use

Part of the very 

fabric of Bondi 

and would be so 

sad to see it 

changed

More trees, 

historical signage, 

more communal 

activities

Great golf course 

accessible to 

everyone. Needs 

irrigation to improve 

fairways, could retain 

water onsite/use 

greywater

Leave golf 

course alone, 

my grandkids 

play there 

Improve 

parking for the 

golf course

No truck 

depot

Major concern is 

a depot/large 

construction 

project that 

would change 

everything

Likes/Suggested Improvements to 

Proposed Plan of Management
Concerned about Change at 

Williams Park
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Stage 3: Stakeholder 

Workshop

3 stakeholders (representing two separate ‘user organisations’ of

the precinct) attended a workshop help on May 2, 2019.

Stakeholder 

Workshop Community 

written 

submissions

Council 

Facilitated 

Golf Club 

Workshop 101
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What Participants Like about 
Hugh Bamford Reserve

“The views are magnificent, it’s a nice open 
space. Judging by today it’s serving its purpose; 
its for the community. Open for the children for 
sports training. There are very little open parks 
where people can ride bicycles, kids can play 

and exercise in the Eastern Suburbs. Its all about 
the community, having things for kids and adults. 

The key is health; physical and mental.”

“It’s an opportunity to get out in open space 
and not see people for a little while. A nice thing 
about this space is not very many people know 

that it’s here, and if you do, you’re really lucky to 
be able to come up here and get some space. 

It’s so close to Bondi. It’s a local treasure.”

Suggested Improvements 
to Hugh Bamford Reserve

“Anyone can rent the hall, it’s on offer on the Council 
website. The issue is that the community hall is sitting 

here and no one is using it.

“Lack of facilities up here, no toilets. We have to send 
someone right down to the beach just to go to the 

toilet. Beautiful spot up here but there are no 
facilities. That is just the tip of the iceberg of what 
could be up improved, however, you need to be 

careful of what you do put up here. “

Hugh Bamford Reserve – Likes/Improvements

Apart form the natural environment, one participant valued the open space for the community to use as both 

children’s play and exercise areas. Another included that the area is a ‘local treasure’ and the hidden nature of 

Hugh Bamford Reserve. 

Suggested improvements to Hugh Bamford Reserve included increased awareness and encouragement to utilise 

the Hugh Bamford Hall, as well as improving the facilities currently offered at the hall e.g. public toilets.
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Williams Park – Likes/Improvements

Participants like the Golf Club for offering a multitude of uses to the community, as well as the local, casual nature 

of the Williams Park golf course.

Suggested improvements to Williams Park include upgrades and general upkeep, while maintaining unrestricted 

public access. One respondent also mentioned adding a walking track to make it more user friendly for non golfers.

What Participants Like about 

Williams Park

Suggested Improvements 

to Williams Park

“People like a golf course in the area that’s closer. I’m 
not a golfer, but is has good value. 

“We have a spent a lot of money on the dojo that we 

have created. Its respected and well cared for. Operate 
7 days a week. We do share it with a Jujitsu Club, do 
physio therapy, fitness program. Multitude of uses.”

“I’m no golfer, it’s a small course, only a 9-hole golf 

course. It’s a social have-a-bash type of style.”

“We’re providing for a lot of kids, a huge school from age 5 
and upwards to teenage years form strong bonds there. A 

lot of the kids with their challenges have autistic kids a 
broad range. It’s a fantastic institution.”

“Like to see the area upgraded, but not to 

the point where it becomes an exclusive 
Club, where whoever pays the most gets 

priority. It’s more of a Club for locals.”

“Keep everything the same as it was (like it is 
today), just keep it up to speed. Should have 
the same availability for the general public to 
use the facilities. I would hate to think it could 

be turned into more buildings. I think it is 
important that there is still open space. In 

essence, it still needs to be kept open for the 
general public. We can improve things sensibly. 

Important to keep bushland, but tidy it up.”

Could be changed to make it more user 
friendly for those other than golfers. You 

could take the area on the edge (on the 
water side) and make it into a walking path.”
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Suggestions For The Future (Next 5-20 Years)

Themes raised in suggestions for the future mainly argue that the parks and their uses need to be 
enhanced or shared, but not removed entirely. For example, making the parks more accessible, 

as well as having the option to use Williams Park for activities other than just a golf course. 

“Important to have an access point to Hugh Bamford that maintains the viability. You couldn’t have that and us do 

our archery there. We shoot towards the ocean. You’d want to make sure it works with a management strategy.”

“These need to be the values; they need to be kept as outdoor recreational areas and accessible to the public.”

“More areas for children to play and relax. Have a children’s play area at the golf course.”

“I think the building is more valuable than the rest of the whole site. Social, economic, usage value. A golf course 

almost feels like a waste as you are using a few acres for one activity; hitting a ball with a stick.”

“I’m cautious about saying get rid of it as a golf course, because a lot of people use it. It’s a great open space that 

could be used better. It’s a poor golf course compared to some spectacular golf courses in the area.”

“Upgrade existing facilities, the Golf Club is not well managed. Need clean showers and toilets. The things that 

keep the golf course alive are the other activities.”

“It would make sense for multi-fields/uses at Williams park. Change it from playing fields to an open space. Such as 

a forest, like Centennial Park, trees, ponds, it should be a park. There’s no trees there.”

“Population is increasing, wouldn’t you want people to access it more easily?”

“I’m on the fence, whether you want to be seen or not. It’s a beautiful thing to have that isolation, but is it fair to hide 

it from everybody? Consider a balance between visibility of the park but keeping it isolated.”

“…Hugh Bamford is very hidden and consideration should be given to its visibility, good and bad. There could be a 

short-term solution and a long-term vision.”

“Military Rd, to walk down there, it’s a mess. You can’t walk around the golf course. Too much scrub which needs to 

be cleaned up. There would be more people accessing it if it was cleaned up…”

“The steep area is a horrible bit of land, that whole area is a dead zone, rubbish and vegetation hides the area.”

Consider 

accessibility 

and visibility

Clearing 

scrub

Consider 

other options 

of park 

usage

Maintaining 

open space

Access points 
that work with 

current use

104



24

Have a Say Information Boards

Using the ‘Have a Say’ boards, participants were asked to place a green (positive) or pink 
(negative) post-it note on elements of the various planning directions they agreed/disagreed with.

No disagreements were recorded for ‘Design and setting; Enhancing the environment’.105
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Have a Say Information Boards

Only the natural heritage option generated a favourable response (it was also noted in the previous 
section that no post-its were prepared by the ‘Have a Say Day’ participants around the ‘Community, 

culture and heritage’ board). 106
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Have a Say Information Boards

No negative responses recorded. 107
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Have a Say Information Boards

The representative from Sydney Archery disagreed with the proposed route to link the two Parks, as 
it would mean pedestrians would be close to where the archers operate.  In fact, the Sydney 

Archery representative submitted a separate document to Council the day after the workshop, with 
a revised plan for consideration (see next two slides)…
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Have a Say Information Boards

Sydney Archery Submission (Page 1 of 2)… 109
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Have a Say Information Boards

Sydney Archery Submission (Page 2 of 2)…  The original version is on the left, Sydney Archery’s 
proposed option is on the right. 110



Have a Say 

Day
Stakeholder 

Workshop

Online 

Submissions

Council 
facilitated 
golf club 
workshop

Stage 4: Online Submissions

A total of 273 online responses were obtained (including 32 that were

obtained from the Stage 2 ‘Have a Say Day’ participants). The survey was

open from April 11 to May 16, 2019.

As this was a self-completion questionnaire, base sizes for questions can

vary – please refer to the base size information at the bottom of each

chart/or within each table. All percentages are calculated to the nearest

whole number and therefore the total may not exactly equal 100%.

Online 
Submissions

Community 

written 

submissions

Council 

Facilitated 
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Workshop 111
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Sample Profile

33%

66%

<1%

1%

1%

<1%

1%

12%

22%

26%

21%

13%

4%

1%

83%

17%

0%

12%

13%

24%

51%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Female

Male

Other

Prefer not to say

14-15 years

16-17 years

18-24 years

25-34 years

35-44 years

45-54 years

55-64 years

65-74 years

75-84 years

85+ years

Waverley LGA

Elsewhere

Less than one year

1-5 years

6-10 years

11-20 years

More than 20 years

Age (N=269)

Time lived in the area* (N=220)

Gender (N=270)

Area of residence (N=271)

*Note: Only respondents who reside in the Waverley LGA were asked their duration of residence

The profile of 

online 

respondents 

was skewed 

to males and 

those who 

lived in the 

Waverley 

LGA –

particularly 

those who 

had lived 

there for 

more than 10 

years.  This 

may reflect 

the interest 

of the local 

golfers in 

participating 

in the 

engagement 

program.
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Online Submission Heat Map

Not 

surprisingly, 

the majority of 

respondents 

live in the 

Eastern 

Suburbs of 

Sydney, 

however, a 

few 

respondents 

contributing 

were located 

as far away 

as Katoomba, 

Coffs Harbour, 

Byron Bay 

and even 

Cairns.

Area of 

interest 

Sydney
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Frequency of Visiting Hugh Bamford Reserve

Almost one in two respondents (48%) visit Hugh Bamford Reserve at least once a week.  Only 6% 
had not visited the Reserve before. 

Q1a. How often, if at all, do you visit Hugh Bamford Reserve?

16%

32%

15%

10%

10%

10%

5%

1%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Daily or most days of the week

Once or twice a week

Two or three times a month

Once a month

Every few months

Once or twice a year

Never

This is my first time*

Base: N=269

* 4 respondents at the Have a Say Day were first time visitors to Hugh Bamford Reserve

114



34

What Respondents Like About Hugh Bamford Reserve

The natural beauty of Hugh Bamford Reserve (‘amazing views’, ‘open space’, ‘greenery’, ‘natural 
beauty’, etc) dominated positive mentions.  However, note also the emotional drivers:  

‘quiet/peaceful/relaxing’, ‘casual recreation’, ‘secluded’, ‘unique to the Bondi area’ and ‘sense 
of belonging in the community’.

Comment N=218

Amazing views 39%

Open space 31%

Quiet/peaceful/relaxing 21%

Greenery/nature/wildlife 12%

Good for casual recreation 12%

Good for sporting activities/exercise 12%

Secluded/not many people know about it 10%

Natural beauty 9%

Accessible for dogs/dog walking 8%

Public access/for everyone 7%

Archery range 7%

Undeveloped/free of commercial interests 5%

Unique to the Bondi area 4%

Nice place to walk 4%

Plenty of parking spaces 4%

Location 3%

Sense of belonging in the community 3%

Leave it as is 3%

History and heritage of the area 2%

Community facilities e.g. Hugh Bamford Hall 2%

Everything 1%

Safe area 1%

Weather permitting 1%

Close to Bondi/Bondi Beach and public transport 1%

Not being utilised to full potential 1%

No comment <1%

Q1b. What, if anything, do you like about Hugh Bamford Reserve?
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What Respondents Dislike About Hugh Bamford Reserve

When asked what respondents dislike about Hugh Bamford Reserve, top reasons mentioned were 
the lack of maintenance of the park, as well as the proximity to the water treatment plant. However, 

only 117 answered – and 40% of them stated they did not dislike anything about the Reserve.

Comment N=117

Nothing, I like it as is 40%

Lack of maintenance/weeds overgrown 12%

Proximity to the water treatment plant/the smell 10%

Lack of public toilet facilities 5%

Could better serve the community/underutilised 4%

Difficult access 4%

No drinking water facilities 4%

Lack of seats/benches 4%

Dogs off leash 3%

Limited amount of parking 3%

No shaded areas 3%

People using the area as a camp site 3%

Rubbish is dumped/dog poo is left 3%

Lack of playgrounds/recreational space 2%

Lack of vegetation/trees 2%

Poor drainage 2%

Poor lighting 2%

Q1c. And what, if anything, do you dislike about Hugh Bamford Reserve?

See Appendix C for responses fewer than 2%
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How Hugh Bamford Reserve Could be Used Differently 

Two thirds (66%) of respondents felt that the public land at Hugh Bamford Reserve need not be used 
differently to better benefit the community. Those who visited the park more regularly were less 

supportive of changing the current use of the public land.

Q1d. In your opinion, do you feel that the public land at Hugh Bamford Reserve could be used differently to better benefit the community?

No

66% Yes, could 

be used 

differently

21%

Can’t 

say

13%

Base: N=264

Daily or most days 

of the week + Once 

or twice a week

Once a month + 

Two or three times a 

month

Never + Once or twice 

a year + Every few 

months

No 77% 72% 36%

Yes, could be used 

differently
17% 22% 29%

Can’t say 5% 6% 35%

Base: 128 68 66
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How Hugh Bamford Reserve Could be Used Differently 

Of those who felt that Hugh Bamford Reserve could be used differently, a range of enhancements 
were mentioned, including a sports field focus, adding BBQ and picnic facilities, a playground area 

and sun shelters.

Q1e. (If yes) How could it be used differently to better benefit the community?

Comment N=51

Sports field/shared sports area 22%

BBQ/picnic facilities 18%

Playground 14%

Shade/sun shelters 14%

Community activities/events 12%

Minimal makeover 10%

More seats/benches 10%

Install public toilets 8%

Plant more vegetation 8%

Dog friendly/dog off-leash areas 6%

Add water bubblers 4%

Better maintenance 4%

Bike/roller skate track 4%

Link it to Williams Park 4%

Maintain archery range 4%

Make more family friendly 4%

More awareness/attract more people 4%

Nothing/don't know 6%

See Appendix C for responses fewer than 4%Please note: this question is only asked of those who selected ‘yes’ in Q1d.
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Frequency of Visiting Williams Park/North Bondi Golf Course

Just over one in two respondents (57%) visit Williams Park/North Bondi Golf Course at least once a 
week (compared to 48% for Hugh Bamford Reserve). 10% had never visited the Park before. 

Q2a. How often, if at all, do you visit Williams Park or the North Bondi Golf Course?

24%

33%

15%

7%

6%

6%

10%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Daily or most days of the week

Once or twice a week

Two or three times a month

Once a month

Every few months

Once or twice a year

Never

Base: 271
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What Respondents Like About Williams Park/North Bondi 

Golf Course

The most frequently mentioned like about Williams Park was the golf course (and the associated 
Club).  Natural aspects (‘amazing views, ‘open space’, ‘greenery’ etc) also dominated.

Note also the references to ‘public/open for everyone’ (18%), ‘community space’ (13%), and 
‘shared space’ (10%). 

Q2b. What, if anything, do you like about Williams Park or the North Bondi Golf Course?

Comment N=225

Golf course 40%

Amazing views 31%

Club/Diggers Club 23%

Open space 23%

Public/open for everyone 18%

Community space 13%

Greenery/nature/wildlife 13%

Quiet/peaceful/relaxing 10%

Shared space/multitude of uses 10%

Convenient location 8%

Iconic 8%

Great place to socialise 8%

Affordable 6%

Family friendly 6%

Undeveloped/free of commercial interests 6%

Walkway 5%

Everything 4%

Aboriginal carvings 3%

Exercise 3%

Topography/landscape 3%

History and heritage of the area 3%

Dog access 2%

See Appendix C for responses less than 2%
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What Respondents Dislike About Williams Park/North 

Bondi Golf Course

Reasons respondents dislike Williams Park were varied, however, the most common responses 
included the lack of maintenance, the degradation of the Club building and the lack of parking. 

Only 166 answered the question – and 43% of them stated they dislike nothing about Williams Park.

Q2c. And what, if anything, do you dislike about Williams Park or the North Bondi Golf Course?

Comment N=166

Nothing, I like it as is 43%

Maintenance of the greenery/landscape 11%

Club could use an upgrade 10%

Limited parking 10%

Could better serve the community/underutilised 8%

Proximity to the water treatment plant/the smell 7%

The golf course 5%

Danger of golf balls 3%

Being disrupted while playing golf 2%

Lack of indication that access is public 2%

Council getting involved 1%

Difficult access 1%

Dislike cars driving through the park 1%

Don't rezone these for development 1%

Excludes community members who aren't golfers 1%

General litter 1%

Golf course and holes need upgrading 1%

Lack of shaded areas 1%

Lack of support for the Club 1%

No fence around cliff 1%

Poker machines are a waste 1%

Poor drainage 1%

Vandalism 1%
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How Williams Park Could be Used Differently 

The majority of respondents (76%) felt that Williams Park could not be used differently to better 
benefit the community (corresponding result for Hugh Bamford Reserve was 66%). Respondents who 
used Williams Park often (daily or most days of the week/once or twice a week) were significantly 

more supportive of maintaining the park as is.

Q2d. In your opinion, do you feel that the public land at Williams Park could be used differently to better benefit the community?

No

76%

Yes, could be 

used 

differently

16%
Can’t 

say

8%

Base: N=259

Daily or most days of 

the week + Once or 

twice a week

Once a month + 

Two or three times a 

month

Never + Once or twice 

a year + Every few 

months

No 89%▲ 76% 36%

Yes, could be used 

differently
7% 20% 38%▲

Can’t say 3% 3% 26%▲

Base 149 59 50

▲▼ = Significantly higher/lower (by frequency of visitation)
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How Williams Park Could be Used Differently 

Amongst those who felt Williams Park could be used differently to better benefit the community, the 
most common suggestions were to extend the existing coastal walk to link both parks as well as to 

turn the area into public land rather than owned by the Golf Club.

Q2e. (If yes) How could it be used differently to better benefit the community?

Comment N=59

Extending the coastal walk/link between both parks 21%

Public park usage 21%

Allow both access for public and golf course but don't take away from either 18%

Turn the Club into a multipurpose facility, e.g. community centre 16%

Use as playing fields for other sports 16%

Allow more dog off-leash areas 11%

Plant more vegetation/trees 11%

Add a cafe/commercial hospitality 8%

Make child friendly/add play areas 8%

Add a public swimming pool 5%

Add area for picnic grounds 5%

More awareness and safe access to Aboriginal history 5%

More car parking 5%

Outdoor gym facilities 5%

Create access from residencies to the park 3%

Encourage people to learn golf 3%

Indoor community centre for disabled people 3%

More seats/benches 3%

Use open space for outdoor events 3%

Please note: this question is only asked of those who selected ‘yes’ in Q2d.
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Support For Potential Enhancements

Respondents were more inclined to support the two potential options that did not heavily influence current usage but 

rather enhanced the area (i.e.: ‘enhance the native vegetation’ and ‘provide on-site interpretation’).

The ‘Coastal Walk’ option has polarised respondents whilst the ‘Williams Park active/passive mixed use’ option has 

generated the most negative response – although a sizeable minority are at least somewhat supportive, suggesting 

these is some interest in the idea.

Q3. Waverley Council is seeking community feedback on a range of potential enhancements that could be implemented at the Parks. At this stage these are 

just ideas, Council will need to investigate if they are feasible – but they would like to obtain your reactions to them. Please rate on the scale of 1-5, where 1=not 

at all supportive and 5=very supportive.

2%

2%

3%

7%

11%

14%

28%

31%

6%

14%

14%

17%

24%

22%

18%

18%

25%

26%

17%

18%

32%

25%

24%

16%

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Council to enhance the native vegetation in the parks,

remove weeds and trim vegetation to improve views from

outside the parks into the parks. (N=268)

Council to investigate the potential to provide on site

interpretation such as information boards that can help park

users better understand natural and cultural heritage values.

(N=269)

Council to investigate extending the existing Coastal Walk,

which runs from Bondi to Bronte, linking between the two parks

and to key points of interest within the parks. (N=267)

Council to explore whether the current Williams park area

could support both active and passive recreation without

there being conflict between different users. (N=268)

Don’t know Not at all supportive Not very supportive Somewhat supportive Supportive Very supportive

Mean Score

4.61
N=262

4.34
N=264

3.94
N=259

3.71
N=250
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Support For Potential Enhancements

When comparing support for the potential enhancements by the frequency of visitation of the parks, it can be 

seen that respondents that seldom visited the parks (every few months/once or twice a year/never) were in most 

cases significantly more inclined to support the ideas, than those that visit the park regularly (daily or most days 

of the week/once or twice a week).

Q3. Waverley Council is seeking community feedback on a range of potential enhancements that could be implemented at the Parks. At this stage these are 

just ideas, Council will need to investigate if they are feasible – but they would like to obtain your reactions to them. Please rate on the scale of 1-5, where 1=not 

at all supportive and 5=very supportive.

Potential Enhancement

Enhance the native vegetation in the parks, 

remove weeds and trim vegetation to 

improve views from outside the parks into 

the parks

Provide on site interpretation such as 

information boards that can help park users 

better understand natural and cultural 

heritage values

Extend the existing Coastal Walk, linking 

between the two parks and to key points of 

interest within the parks

Explore whether the current Williams park 

area could support both active and passive 

recreation without there being conflict 

between different users

Total Mean

Frequency of visiting Hugh Bamford 

Reserve
Frequency of visiting Williams Park

Daily or most 

days + Once 

or twice a 

week

Once a 

month + Two 

or three times 

a month

Every few 

months + 

Once or twice 

a year + 

Never

Daily or most 

days + Once 

or twice a 

week

Once a 

month + Two 

or three times 

a month

Every few 

months + 

Once or twice 

a year + 

Never

4.61

(N=262)

4.33

(N=127)

4.54

(N=67)

4.89▲

(N=70)

4.35

(N=150)

4.52

(N=58)

4.95▲

(N=58)

4.34

(N=264)

4.09

(N=128)

4.37

(N=67)

4.53

(N=70)

4.11

(N=151)

4.36

(N=58)

4.57▲

(N=58)

3.94

(N=259)

3.51

(N=127)

4.00

(N=67)

4.36▲

(N=69)

3.53

(N=150)

3.88

(N=57)

4.62▲

(N=58)

3.71

(N=250)

3.32

(N=126)

3.35

(N=68)

4.13▲

(N=70)

3.21

(N=150)

3.49

(N=59)

4.46▲

(N=57)

▲▼ = Significantly higher/lower (by frequency of visitation)
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Submission From Local Community Member

A student from Sydney Grammar Edgecliff Preparatory School presented Council with the 
suggestion to construct a basketball court at Hugh Bamford Reserve. 127
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Submission From Community Convenor

A convenor from the North Bondi Precinct Committee presented Council with concerns of the absence of 

signage and safe footpath access to the indigenous carvings located at Williams Park. 

Also discussed was the lack of preservation of both heritage and landscaping of the park area.128
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Golf Club Members Overview of the Club

• Members noted the Golf Club was trading poorly three years ago and 

had approached East Leagues for support.

• Two years later, the club is more financially sustainable. Both the Club and 

the Golf Course have been generating improved incomes. 

• Golf-green fees and membership generate $9-10, 000 which covers 

maintenance costs.

• Weekends are the busiest times for both the Club and Social Golf, which 

the course can occasionally be booked out.

• More locals use the course, but it is very popular with tourists who can 

play and take in the views.

• It is a very social and relaxed atmosphere on the Golf Course. It has a 

different character to one might assume about golf courses.

130



50

Golf Club Vision/Ideas

• Members would like to see continuous improvements across the facility

• Effort to build/promote Club Membership and use of the golf course.

• Short courses (9 holes) are more suitable and becoming popular for time-poor users

• Both the Golf Club and Golf Course work together 

• Members are looking at ways for the Golf Course to become more family-friendly,  

by means of encouraging women and children to get involved in golf.

• A reference was made to the Bondi Icebergs Club, and how improvements to this 

facility and the Club structure have been noted to increase membership. 
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Issues\Opportunities That Could Be Addressed

• A significant challenge is the health of the greens/vegetation at the Golf Course. There 
is mention that the sand base affects the quality of the greens and the lack of 
water/irrigation affects the appearance of the course. The Club has grey water 
available to use, but have not been able to gain Council approval for its use in the past. 

• Although it is recognised that golf or any other recreation use in the area will have similar 
issues, car parking is considered the biggest limitation for the Club to increase Golf 
Course use and Member numbers/retention. 

• The Golf Club has previously looked into the safety of the Park, including investigating an 
alternative layout for the course (i.e. clockwise play and an inward-looking course) 
which can help reduce damage caused by stray balls onto Military Rd but also improve 
the current tight layout that make the course challenging. 

• After-hour use, or unregulated use, of the Golf Course is continually becoming a 
problem, where people will use the course without paying fees and use Club 
equipment. Unregulated use if more prominent in Summer, however it also occurs on 
closed days (City to Surf Day).

• The Golf Club is known as a very ‘local club’ that has a casual and relaxed atmosphere, 
used mainly by people living in the area. Members would like to ensure if any 
redevelopment was to occur to the Club building, that it doesn’t become a ‘trendy 
Bondi club’.
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Responses to Consultation Material

• Members are open to suggestion of potential ‘no golf days’ and or ‘designated golf 
time slots’ (i.e. open to public before 7am and after 4pm). The Club is currently closed 
on Tuesdays.

• Consider solutions which would improve golf experience and other user’s experience

• Issues raised about damage to the Course by other users.

• Williams Park was not seen as a destination walk by Golf Board. Avoid any access that 
adversely impacting course layout.

• Direction of circulation – at the moment players can see other users very easily across 
the course.

• Concerns about changing the look and feel of the park i.e. installing barriers/handrails or 
hard surfaced paths etc. would change character.
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Possible Recommendations To Be Outlined In the 

Plan of Management

• Council to setup a working group to investigate access solutions, ‘closed’ days and 
vegetation corridors.

• Review of Golf Course layout to investigate circulation options to reduce possibility of 
balls being hit out of the Course and even different users of the park.

• Making all users aware of the unique character of the Course and co-existence 
between different user groups.
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Appendix A –

Stimulus Material Used at the 

“Have a Say Day”
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Appendix B –

Workshop Moderators Guide
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Moderators Guide Used at Stakeholder Workshop

1. Introduction and house rules

2. Discussing the project, why we are here and efforts made to date 

3. Community issues to be addressed

4. Site Values discussion using A1 boards from the Have a Say

5. Draft principles discussion using A1 boards from the Have a Say

6. Feedback activity using

7. Where to from here – project timeline and process 
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Appendix C –

Other Comments
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What Respondents Dislike About Hugh Bamford Reserve

Comment N=117

Bondi United lost use of the Club house 1%

Don’t want to see this taken away 1%

Feels isolated 1%

Fences/barrier to water treatment plant are unsightly 1%

Lack of public access 1%

Lack of recycling/rubbish bins 1%

Limited facilities 1%

Limited public transport options 1%

Limited to one day a week for use of archery range 1%

North Bondi 1%

Not able to walk to Williams Park 1%

Not enough signage 1%

Oval is not safe 1%

Surface is a little hard 1%

Sydney 1%

The park was shortened 1%

Too many dogs 1%

Too many restrictions on dogs 1%

Vandals 1%

Woollahra 1%

Q3. And what, if anything, do you dislike about Hugh Bamford Reserve? – Additional comments
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How Hugh Bamford Reserve Could be Used Differently 
Q5. (If yes) How could it be used differently to better benefit the community? – Additional comments

Suggestion N=51

Development 2%

Different cultural features included 2%

Install a cafe or gym 2%

Look out points 2%

More accessible 2%

More lighting 2%

More parking 2%

No development 2%

Relocate sewage plant 2%

Staying as is/already benefiting the community 2%

Walking track 2%

Increased safety of the area <1%

Community centre for the disabled <1%

Remove illegal campers <1%
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What Respondents Like About Williams Park/North Bondi Golf Course
Q7. What, if anything, do you like about Williams Park or the North Bondi Golf Course? – Additional comments

Comment N=235

Freedom 1%

Not fenced off 1%

Nothing 1%

Popular 1%

Proximity to the beach/ocean 1%

Well maintained 1%

Didn't know I could visit as I thought it was private land <1%

Renovate the Club and reopen the parking <1%

Safe <1%
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Appendix D –

Questionnaire
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Telephone: (02) 4352 2388
Fax: (02) 4352 2117
Web: www.micromex.com.au      
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Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve Plan of Management 6

1. ntro u on an  ur ose
1.1. at is a lan of anage ent 

an  aster lan
 plan of management s a ocument prov ng a strateg c 

frame or  to gu e t e susta na le use  mprovement  
ma ntenance an  management of pu l c lan . e plan 
prov es rec ons an  en es mportant ac ons to 
ac eve at s env s one  for t e lan . ese rec ons 
an  ac ons are forme  t roug  researc  an  consulta on 

t  t e commun t  to en f  an approac  to susta na le 
future use an  management of t e s te. e plan see s to 

alance t e nterests of all users of t e lan  nclu ng t e 
local commun t  res ents  us nesses an  v s tors. Plans of 
management also serve to consol ate nforma on a out a 
s te an  t s users.

n con unc on t  a plan of management  a master plan can 
e evelope .  master plan s a compre ens ve long term 

plan llustra ng an ntegrate  approac  an  es gn rec on 
for a s te. oget er a plan of management an  master 
plan escr e t e agree  v s on an  prov e strateg c an  
opera onal rec on for t e mprovement an  management 
of a s te for an e ne  per o . 

1.2. y is one nee e  for illa s 
ar  an  ug  a for  eser e 

Williams Par  an  ug  amfor  eserve are muc  value  
an  love  open spaces for t e local communit  of on i. 

estle  a ove t e intense a  an  nig t ac vit  of on i 
eac  t e  provi e a retreat from t at orl  t at is ot  

calming an  invigora ng  it  a uni ue mi  of natural an  
cultural uali es.   Plan of Management for t e par s as 

een prepare  to gui e communit  use an  manage t e 
natural an  cultural values t at t e par s provi e for t e 
Waverle  communit .  e plan a resses ot  par s ecause 
alt oug  t e on i e erage reatment Plant lies et een  
t e par s can an  s oul  func on as con guous open space  
provi ing natural s stems an  recrea onal opportuni es t at 
integrate an  complement eac  ot er.

e par s are not currentl  covere   a site speci c plan 
of management ut are par all  a resse   t e follo ing 

eneric Plan of Management as liste
 oastal eserves P M  ug  amfor  eserve

ere are a range of issues t at nee  to e a resse  in t e 
par s as part of a olis c long term irec on an  ic  are 
not a resse  in t ese eneric Plans.  s suc  it is appropriate 
t at a Plan of Management e prepare .

e Williams Par  an  ug  amfor  eserve  Plan of 
Management also inclu es a Master Plan illustra ng t e e  
ac ons  un er eac  of t e management topics.

1.3. ur ose of t is lan
T is Plan of Management aims to ensure t at t e values of 
Williams Par  an  ug  amfor  eserve are conserve  an  
en ance  inclu ing t e environmental  scenic  recrea onal  

eritage  cultural an  social values. 

T ere is poten al for t e par s to pla  a greater role for 
communit  use ile conserving e is ng values. T is Plan 
of Management aims to set out a pat a  to appropriatel  
manage t e site an  improve communit  facili es to meet 
current an  future eman s over t e ne t ten ears. 

1.4. T e lan s S o e an  ro ess
T e Plan of Management as een complete  in line it  t e 
re uirements of t e ro n an  Management ct 6. t 

as een evelope  in partners ip it  e  sta e ol ers an  
t e communit  an  is ase  on evi ence ase  researc  an  

ac groun  stu ies. 

 roa  range of consulta on ac vi es ere programe  over 
t o stages  gaining sta e ol er an  communit  fee ac  to 
assist in se ng t e irec on  vision an  values i en e  in 
t is plan.

T e met o olog  for eveloping t e Plan of Management is 
set out elo

Research and Background Studies: T e rst stage focuse  
on informa on gat ering  inclu ing mapping an  researc  
to un erstan  current issues an  opportuni es for t e site. 

pecialist eritage assessment as also un erta en. 

onsu ta on Stage ne: To clarif  t e vision  values an  
esign irec on for Williams Par  an  ug  amfor  eserve 

over t e ne t eca e  it is essen al to engage it  resi ents  
local usinesses an  visitors.  user surve  intercept 
intervie s  ave a a  a  an  ta e ol er Wor s op ere 
un erta en to source communit  input.

ra  an o  anage ent: rom t is asis  t e Plan of 
Management an  Master Plan ere ra e . T e ra  Plan of 
Management outlines at future or s ill ta e place  t eir 
priorit  an  main ac ons for eliver . 

onsu ta on Stage o: n approval from ouncil  t e ra  
Plan of Management as release  for a secon  roun  of 
consulta on  formall  no e  as a Pu lic i i on.

ina  an o  anage ent: ollo ing e i i on  t e Plan of 
Management ill e up ate .  T e Plan ill e su mi e  to 
t e Minister for an s ose epartment as een consulte  

uring evelopment of t e plan.

ouncil ill t en consi er t e plan for nal approval an  
a op on.
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Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve Plan of Management 10

2. Site Context
2.1. T e Stu y rea an  Surroun s
Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve are located in 
North Bondi several minutes walk from Bondi Beach  and 
are bounded by steep sea cli s to the east and Military Road 
to the west. The Parks are made up of a mi  of parcels of 
land including Community Land  Crown Land and a parcel of 
road reserve formed by road closures. Council is the Trustee 
Manager for the Crown Reserve Trust. The ga e ed reserve  
No. 3  is known as Hugh Bamford Reserve and Williams 
Park. 

The total combined park area is appro imately .  hectares. 
Williams Park comprises  .3 hectares of this  and is currently 
under lease to the Bondi Golf and Diggers Club Ltd. Hugh 
Bamford Reserve forms the northern precinct of the Crown 
Trust lands separated from the southern precinct of Williams 
Park by the Bondi Sewerage Treatment Plant (STP) owned and 
operated by Sydney Water. 

Hugh Bamford Reserve is predominantly cleared land on a 
highly modi ed and lled area.  Past lling works have created 
a half si e playing eld in the east which is complemented by 
a carpark  community hall  grassed amphitheatre and lookout 
with spectacular views south towards Bondi and onto Malabar 
Headland  and west towards the city and harbour.   Williams 
Park is likewise modi ed over much if it’s area  in par cular 
in the north where it lies over the subterranean tunnels 
and chambers of the Bondi STP.  The park is typi ed by an 
undula ng topography sloping towards the south and  south 
west.  The elevated loca on along the sea cli s and southerly 
aspect o ers spectacular panoramic views over the ocean  to 
Bondi Beach  and west to the City. 

Despite past clearing  remnant vegeta on in Hugh Bamford 
Reserve contributes the largest area of SEPP 1  Bushland 
in rban Areas vegeta on in the LGA  and the Parks are 
iden ed for their corridor poten al in Council’s Biodiversity 
Ac on Plan 2 1 2 22.

Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve contain locally 
signi cant heritage items as listed in the Waverley Local 
Environmental Plan 2 12. The parks ad oin the Bondi Sewage 
Treatment Plant that is of state heritage signi cance and is 
listed on the Register of the Na onal Trust of Australia (NSW).  

2.2. egional an  o al Context
Waverley Local Government Area (LGA) o ers many 
a rac ons to locals and tourists  including the interna onally 
recognised beaches of Bondi  Tamarama and Bronte. 
Waverley also o ers the Bondi to Bronte Coastal Walk  an 
interconnec ng walkway with views that a ract oggers and 
walkers daily. Centennial Parklands is ne t to Waverley and is 
one of the most visited urban parks in Sydney.

Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve are located within 
the eastern suburbs of North Bondi in Sydney  about eight 
kilometres by road from the Sydney Central Business District.  
The parks are connected to the Sydney Buses network with 
local bus routes running along Military Road to and from 

Bondi Beach. Refer to igure 2.1 for regional conte t.

Waverley LGA lies within the Central District of the Greater 
Sydney Commission’s District Plan. The Eastern City District 
includes the City of Sydney and e tends west to Rhodes 
and Burwood  south to Sans Souci  and east to the eastern 
and south eastern suburbs. The Eastern City District has a 
popula on of 1 13 2  people. Residents of the area are 
a racted to the lifestyle and natural features  including some 
of Sydney’s prime coastline and public parklands. Bondi 
unc on is a strategic centre within the Eastern City District 

accommoda ng retail  employment and local services for the 
community focussed around a transit interchange. 1  

The Waverley LGA es mated resident popula on for 2 1  is 
11  with a density of .16 persons per hectare2.  This is 

higher than the Greater Sydney es mated resident popula on 
density of .23 persons per hectare.3 The es mated resident 
popula on of the suburb of North Bondi was 1  in 2 1  
and they reside in 3  dwellings  with an average 2.6 people 
per household.4 This is a density of .2  persons per hectare  
higher even than current Waverley LGA density.

In North Bondi 2.  of the dwellings are medium to high 
density  with 4 .6  medium density dwellings. The greater 
concentra on of higher density dwellings is likely to a ract 
more young adults and smaller households.5

The age structure of the Waverley LGA provides important 
insights into the level of demand for age based services and 
facili es. Compared to Greater Sydney’s average  signi cant 
di erences e ist in the propor on of 25  to 34 year olds. The 
young workforce’ makes up nearly a uarter (23.6 per cent) 

compared to Greater Sydney’s 16 per cent. Waverley also 
has a slightly lower propor on of  to 15 year olds  and a 
marginally higher propor on of working age popula on (15  
to 64 year olds) and residents aged over 5.6 Although  North 
Bondi had a higher propor on of pre schoolers and a lower 
propor on of persons at post re rement age than Waverley 
LGA in 2 16.  The median age of North Bondi is 34  lower than 
Waverley LGA’s median of 35 and Greater Sydney’s median of 
36.

Waverley’s community is highly educated. 44.5 per cent of 
people in the Waverley LGA have a ter ary uali ca on  
an increase of 4.2 per cent between 2 11 and 2 16. This is 
signi cantly higher than the 2 .3 per cent of Greater Sydney. 

1 Australian Bureau of Sta s cs 017  orth Bondi uick Stats  viewed 1  
March 01  h p uickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au census services
getproduct census 2 16 uickstat SSC12 4?opendocument

 Waverley L A Community Pro le  viewed 1  March 01  h ps pro le.
id.com.au waverley about?WebID 15

 Australian Bureau of Sta s cs 017  reater Sydney ( CCSA) Regional 
Pro le  viewed 1  March 01  h p stat.abs.gov.au i r. sp?RegionS
ummary region 1GSYD dataset ABS REGIONAL ASGS2 16 geocon
cept ASGS 2 16 measure MEAS RE datasetASGS ABS REGIONAL
ASGS2 16 datasetLGA ABS REGIONAL LGA2 1 regionLGA LGA 2 1

regionASGS ASGS 2 16
 Australian Bureau of Sta s cs 017  orth Bondi uick Stats  viewed 1  

March 01  h p uickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au census services
getproduct census 2 16 uickstat SSC12 4?opendocument

5 Waverley L A Community Pro le  viewed 1  March 01   h ps pro le.
id.com.au waverley dwellings?WebID 15

6 Australian Bureau of Sta s cs 017  reater Sydney ( CCSA) uick Stats  
viewed 1  March 01  h p uickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au census
services getproduct census 2 16 uickstat 1GSYD?opendocument

7 Waverley L A Community Pro le  viewed 1  March 01  h ps pro le.
id.com.au waverley service age groups?WebID 15 164
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Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve Plan of Management 1

A further .3 per cent have a diploma or advanced diploma as 
their highest uali ca on.

There is a larger propor on (3 .  per cent) of high income 
households in Waverley (that is  those earning 2 5  per 
week or more).  This is compared with 2 .3 per cent for 
Greater Sydney households.

2.3. Future o ula on
With an annual growth rate of between 1.3 per cent and 1.4 
per cent  Waverley’s popula on is pro ected to increase by 
appro imately 13  to 3 5  by 2 26. Waverley’s birth rate 
is predicted to peak between 2 2  and 2 22 with 12  to 
13  births e pected to occur each year. The natural increase 
(births minus deaths) is currently around  per year.

The propor on of under 15 year olds is set to rise to 1  per 
cent from 2 13s gure of 16 per cent  while the propor on of 
older people (aged 65 and over) is predicted to increase from 
12 per cent to 13 per cent. The propor on of people over 5 is 
predicted to decrease each year by one to two per cent.

The working popula on of Waverley is also growing. By 
2 26  Waverley’s working age popula on is e pected to have 
increased from 51  in 2 13 to 5  5 .1   This group will 
seek ac ve and passive recrea on opportuni es  par cularly 
on weekends. It can be e pected that as a result  open spaces 
for recrea on and e ercise will come under further pressure.

Accessible facili es and walkways remain an important 
planning considera on for Council  par cularly with a growing 
family demographic. While the popula on is not aging as 
rapidly as had been predicted  Waverley’s propor on of 
older people is substan al. Accessible facili es for an aging 
popula on also re uires careful considera on in the upgrade 
and management of the Parks. 

More broadly  an increase in popula on density in the Eastern 
City District  as iden ed by the Greater Sydney Commission’s 
District Plan  indicates that use and access to Sydney’s parks 
and recrea on spaces will be under greater pressure from a 
growing popula on. Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve 
provide a signi cantly large coastal open space in Waverley 
LGA  with a district catchment servicing a dense and growing 
popula on. As such the parks will con nue to e perience 
increased pressure to service the recrea on and leisure needs 
of the growing community.

 Australian Bureau of Sta s cs 017  reater Sydney ( CCSA) uick Stats  
viewed 1  March 01  h p uickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au census
services getproduct census 2 16 uickstat 1GSYD?opendocument

 Australian Bureau of Sta s cs 017  reater Sydney ( CCSA) uick Stats  
viewed 1  March 01  h p uickstats.censusdata.abs.gov.au census
services getproduct census 2 16 uickstat 1GSYD?opendocument

10 Resource for Ageing Popula on Planning  Local overnment SW 01

2.4. sers of t e ar  an  eser e
Councils holds very limited data on visita on to Williams Park 
and Hugh Bamford Reserve.  The half eld sports training 
area and Community Hall both have regular bookings across 
the year  while the sports and tness ac vi es that run as 
commercial and community opera ons out of the Golf Club 
in Williams Park are also well patronised.  Golf Course use is 
rela vely low in rela on to other public nine hole courses in 
Sydney and this is outlined further in sec on 4.3.

To inform the Plan of Management process a program 
of community and stakeholder engagement has been 
undertaken.  This has included

ST E 1   n erstan ing
 Council promotion of the engagement program via 

letterbo  drops  social media  local newspapers 
 Council managed Have a Say’ on line forum
 Intercept interviews 
 Have a Say Day 
 Community Workshop 
 Liaison with Golf Club
 Structured online survey (as part of Council’s Have a Say’ 

website) 

With nalisa on of the Dra  Plan of Management  further 
engagement will be undertaken which will include

ST E 2    eas ra  lan of anage ent
 Have a Say Day 
 ey Stakeholder interviews
 Structured online survey (as part of Council’s Have a Say’ 

website) 

An outline of the consulta on ndings to date follow.  This was 
derived from the Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve 
Community Engagement Report prepared by Microme  May 
2 1 .

2.4.1. Stage 1 Engage ent Fin ings
2.4.1.1. nter e t nter ie s
ace to face interviewing was conducted during the period 

15th March  25th March 2 1  in three interview loca ons 
including Hugh Bamford Reserve  Williams Park and Campbell 
Parade Bus Terminus. The following is a summary of the main 
themes that emerged from the survey ues on responses.

 The ma ority ( ) of respondents visit the parklands as a 
des na on  not a thoroughfare.

 The predominant form of transport used to get to the 
parklands is a car (6 ).

 Over two thirds of users (6 ) were using the open 
space of Hugh Bamford Reserve. 16  were using the 
Community Hall at Hugh Bamford Reserve and 16  were 
using the open spaces of Williams Park.
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Figure .3  On line survey - respondent pro le summary

Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve Plan of Management 14

Most common ac vi es were  

 Both parks   dog walking / e ercise (34 )
   walking (2 ). 

 Hugh Bamford Reserve  walking (42 )  
   dog walking / e ercise (3 )

 Williams Park   walking (5 )  
   si ng/ rela ing (26 ).

 2  of users stay at the parklands for up to one hour.

 Of users of the parklands  1  visit Hugh Bamford 
Reserve daily or most days of the week.

 Of users of the parklands  16  visit Williams Park daily or 
most days of the week.

2.4.1.2. n line sur ey
An online survey was open from April 11 to May 16  2 1 .  A 
total of 2 3 online responses were obtained (including 32 that 
were obtained from the Stage 1 Have a Say Day’ par cipants).
The pro le of respondents was skewed towards males and 
those who had lived in LGA for more that 1  years  (Refer 

igure 2.3 below.

Sample Profile
33%

66%

<1%

1%

1%

<1%

1%

12%

22%

26%

21%

13%

4%

1%

83%

17%

0%

12%

13%

24%

51%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Female

Male

Other

Prefer not to say

14-15 years

16-17 years

18-24 years

25-34 years

35-44 years

45-54 years

55-64 years

65-74 years

75-84 years

85+ years

Waverley LGA

Elsewhere

Less than one year

1-5 years

6-10 years

11-20 years

More than 20 years

Age (N=269)

Time lived in the area* (N=220)

Gender (N=270)

Area of residence (N=271)

As well as more targeted ues ons in rela on to poten al 
ideas for the parks  respondents were encouraged to provide 
more open ended feedback on issues that interested them.  
Some key ndings are listed below for each of the reserves

ug  a for  eser e

 highly valued for views
 is a local treasure  hidden away
 like it as it is 
 like having views but also enclosed feel to park
 could do with an upgrade to facili es generally
 hall needs a face li .
 make toilets publicly accessible
 provide more opportuni es for children’s play such as 

hard court  low key play e uipment
 ensure any access routes take into account current user 

groups such as Archery group
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illia s ar

 highly valued for views and natural character
 Golf Course valued by community for natural uali es 

and low key character
 The club (bar and bistro) is valued by the local community 
 Is a local community hub away from the intensity of Bondi 

Beach
 People like the laid back old school  character of the club 
 Did not want to see club become too big or modern
 Most recognised that work needs to be done to the 

building 
 Mul purpose spaces used for mar al arts  tness and 

the like were highly valued
 A general percep on that the golf course is under used 
 Locals do walk on the course  informal coe istence that 

seems to work
 Others do not walk on the course due to perceived 

danger or do not know they can

Responses in rela on to ideas raised in the online and drop in 
forums are also summarised

S oul  Coun il ex lore i er o unity use of illia s 
ar  

      Suppor ve Not suppor ve
       4 .6    44.

S oul  Coun il ex lore on nua on of t e oast al  
t roug  t e ar s 
      Suppor ve Not suppor ve
       5    4

S oul  egeta on anage ent in lu ing ee  ontrol be a 
ig  riority 

      Suppor ve Not suppor ve
          1 .5

Can eritage be be er elebrate  an  inter rete  in t e 
ar s 

      Suppor ve Not suppor ve
       1    2

Broadly the responses indicate that local residents in 
par cular are concerned about change.  More speci cally  
how other uses or increased use of Williams Park might a ect 
local amenity.  At its core this response also re ects a strong 
valuing of the low key undeveloped nature of the parks  
and the natural uali es and character they provide.  A key 
e ample of this is a concern about structured pathways and 
the impact that these could have on the natural character of 
the parks  in par cular Williams Park.

Image:  Have a Say Day at Hugh Bamford Reserve
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3. lanning Context
3.1. ners i  an  anage ent
The Parks  Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve comprise 
a mi  of parcels of land including Community Land  Crown 
Land and parcels of road reserve formed by road closures. 
The Parks  known as Hugh Bamford Reserve and Williams 
Park with reserve number of No. 93444 were ga e ed on 
22nd August 1  for the reserve trust purpose of Public 
Recrea on . Council is the Trustee Manager for the Reserve 
Trust. The total park area is appro imately .  hectares. 
Williams Park being .3 hectares and High Bamford Reserve 
2.4 hectares. Refer to igure 3.1 for land ownership.

Hugh Bamford Reserve forms the northern precinct of the 
Trust lands separated from the southern precinct of Williams 
Park by the Bondi STP (owned and operated by Sydney 
Water).

This Plan of Management has been prepared in accordance 
with the Crown Lands Act 1  (CLA)  the Crown Lands 
Regula on 2 6  Crown Lands Management Act 2 16 and the 
Local Government Act 1 3. 

3.2. Cro n reser e anage ent
As indicated on igure 3.1 the parks are predominantly Crown 
Reserve managed by Council.  This plan seeks to address 
the re uirements of Crown Lands management including 
the recent alignment of crown reserve management with 
community land categorisa on under the Local Government 
Act.

3.2.1. eser a on or e i a on 
Where Crown land is set aside for a public purpose  it can be 
either reserved’ or dedicated’  which makes it available only 
for a use that will deliver some public bene t or good  and 
unavailable for private uses. Reserva ons and dedica ons are 
generally all grouped under the name Crown reserves’. 

Crown land that has been dedicated as a Crown reserve is 
a more enduring form of reserve. Dedica on can only be 
revoked with the agreement of both Houses of the NSW 
Parliament. On the other hand  where Crown land has been 
reserved  the Minister can decide to revoke that reserva on 
without the ma er being considered by Parliament. Parts 
of Crown reserves may be changed without a ec ng the 
remaining parts of the reserve. 

Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve are Crown Reserves.

3.2.2. ubli  ur ose
A Crown Lands Plan of Management will have close regard 
for the lands iden ed public purpose .   The government 
no ca on or dedica on of a reserve sets out the purposes 
for which that reserve may be used. Generally  a reserve’s 
use can only be consistent with or suppor ng the purposes 
stated in the reserva on or dedica on. However  the Crown 
Lands Regula on 2 6 lists various addi onal purposes for 
which reserves can be used under temporary licences. Where 

possible  mul ple uses of reserves are encouraged  where 
those uses are consistent with the purpose of the reserve. 
Changes in circumstances or in a community’s needs may 
re uire a change in the way in which a reserve is used. 

A change in the stated purpose of the reserve may need the 
e is ng reserva on or dedica on to be replaced with a new 
reserva on or dedica on. This process will usually re uire 
consulta on with the local community. Discussions with the 
NSW Crown Lands should cover the appropriate means and 
scale of public consulta on and whether land assessment will 
be needed.  

nder the changes introduced by the 2 5 amendments to 
the Crown Lands Act 1  a reserve may be authorised to 
be used for a purpose which is addi onal to the purpose for 
which the land was reserved or dedicated  if the new purpose 
is generally compa ble with the e is ng purpose  consistent 
with the principles of Crown land management and in the 
public interest. 

Addi onal uses of Crown reserves can be authorised by a plan 
of management or by order of the Minister. In both cases  the 
Minister for Lands will consult with the reserve trust managing 
the reserve and with any other Minister who has an interest 
in the reserve. A reserve trust  or Crown Lands Act trust  is 
the legal body which enables the temporary ownership of 
reserved or dedicated Crown land so it can be managed by the 
trust on behalf of the public. A trust can only make decisions 
and take ac ons concerning the reserve in the interests of the 
reserve itself  and the public.

3.2.3. eser e Trusts
A reserve trust is set up under the Crown Lands Act 1  
(the Act) to have responsibility for the care  control and 
management of a Crown reserve. While a reserve trust is a 
legal en ty in its own right  it cannot operate without having 
someone appointed to manage its a airs. A reserve trust can 
be managed by an incorporated body  though this is usually a 
local council. 

A reserve trust can now also be managed by more than one 
manager  with the di erent management responsibili es 
being determined on either a geographical or func onal basis. 
This provides increased e ibility in establishing the most 
appropriate management structure for reserves  par cularly 
where a number of di erent uses are located on the reserve. 
A reserve trust manager must not receive any personal bene t 
from ful lling their role as manager or through their dealings 
with the trust property. 

When a council or a corpora on is appointed as manager  
decisions regarding the opera on of the reserve must 
be made in accordance with the rules which govern the 
council’s opera ons or the corpora on’s own cons tu on  as 
applicable  as well as the Crown Lands Act 1 . As reserve 
trust manager  a council has all the func ons of a council 
under the Local Government Act 1 3 in rela on to public 
reserves.  
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Local councils as reserve trust managers can be authorised 
by the Minister for Lands to grant leases  licences and related 
easements over the Crown reserves they manage in certain 
circumstances (as de ned by the Minister for Lands) without 
the need to obtain the Minister for Lands’ consent. 

In making the decision to grant this power  the Minister 
for Lands can take into account the council’s performance 
in managing public land  and may re uest informa on on 
this performance from the Minister for Local Government. 
This authority does not apply to agreements longer than 21 
years  which will s ll re uire the Minister for Lands’ consent.   
The provision enables councils  where it is warranted 
and appropriate  to have similar levels of autonomy and 
accountability over Crown land as they have under the 
community land provisions of the Local Government Act 1 3.

3.2.4. anage ent of Cro n an
Crown Land will be managed in accordance with the Principles 
of Crown Lands Management and the lands Ga e ed Public 
Purpose.

rin i les of Cro n an s anage ent 
(a)  that environmental protec on principles be observed in 

rela on to the management and administra on of Crown 
land  

(b)  that the natural resources of Crown land (including 
water  soil  ora  fauna and scenic uality) be conserved 
wherever possible  

(c)  that public use and en oyment of appropriate Crown land 
be encouraged  

(d)  that  where appropriate  mul ple use of Crown land be 
encouraged  

(e)  that  where appropriate  Crown land should be used 
and managed in such a way that both the land and its 
resources are sustained in perpetuity  and 

(f)  that Crown land be occupied  used  sold  leased  licensed 
or otherwise dealt with in the best interests of the State 
consistent with the above principles. 

3.2.5. easing an  i en ing on Cro n 
eser es

The primary e is ng use of Williams Park is as a golf course 
managed and maintained under a lease agreement with Bondi 
Golf  Diggers Club.  The current leasing arrangement e pired 
on 31 December 2 1  and the Club is looking to renego ate 
its lease arrangements with Council.

The Crown Lands Management Bill 2 16 passed through the 
NSW Parliament on  November 2 16. Once introduced into 
law  it will amend the current approvals process for leases and 
licenses on Crown reserves. All future leasing and licensing will 
be managed in accordance with legisla on ac ve at the me 
of submission.

The Crown Lands Policy for ood and Beverage Outlets on 
Crown Reserves 2 4  outlines addi onal re uirements 
that are also relevant to the opera on of the Bondi Golf and 
Diggers Club. 

The Crown Lands Act 1  allows a reserve trust to grant a 
lease or licence to enable a lming pro ect  whether or not 
this use is consistent with an adopted plan of management  or 
the purpose of the reserve. The proceeds from any leases or 
licenses on Crown reserves are received into Council’s general 
fund and are directed back into the maintenance and upkeep 
of the park through the e penditure of opera onal budgets 
linked to the delivery of Council’s annual Opera onal Plan.

3.2. . Classi a on an  Categorisa on of 
Cro n an s 

The document Developing plans of management for 
community land Crown reserves - guidelines, December 2 1  
iden es that Council managers of Crown Reserves must 
ensure there is a compliant Plan of Management for all Crown 
land that they manage as community land.  This must be in 
place within three years of the commencement of Part 3 of the 
Crown Lands Management Act (that is  by 3  une 2 21).   This 
is to ensure that Crown land is lawfully used and occupied  
which is an essen al part of Council’s role as the manager of 
Crown land.

nder the Crown Lands Management Act  Council managers 
must assign to all Crown land under their management one 
or more ini al categories of community land referred to in 
Sec on 36 of the Local Government Act. The ini al category 
must be assigned as soon as prac cable a er a council’s 
appointment as a Crown land manager.  It is important that 
the ini al category aligns closely with the original ga e ed 
reserve purpose  and this should be the over arching 
considera on of a council manager when no fying the ini al 
category. 

The Local Government Act re uires Plans of Management to 
iden fy

 the category of land  
 ob ectives and outcomes for the land
  the means by which Council proposes to achieve 

ob ectives and outcomes  and
  the way by which council proposes to assess its 

performance.
The nature and use of community land may not change 
without an adopted Plan of Management.  A Plan of 
Management for community land must iden fy management 
categories for the open space.  The Local Government Act sets 
out a framework for making decisions around categorisa on  

o al o ern ent egula on 2005  ui elines for 
ategorisa on

Provide criteria for deciding which categorisa ons are most 
applicable to a piece of community land.

o al o ern ent t en ent 1 3
Iden es core ob ec ves for categories.  Ob ec ves provide 
goals towards which management e orts are directed.  A Plan 
of Management must iden fy how it is going to achieve these 
and any other ob ec ves. 

The guidelines for categorisa on and core ob ec ves for 
management are listed opposite for the categorisa ons 
applicable to Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve.
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Category ui elines for Categorisa on Core b e es for Co unity an  
Categories

Natural Area 
(Bushland)

(1)  Land that is categorised as a natural area should be 
further categorised as bushland under sec on 36 (5) of 
the Act if the land contains primarily na ve vegeta on 
and that vegeta on
(a)  is the natural vegeta on or a remainder of the 
natural vegeta on of the land  or
(b)  although not the natural vegeta on of the land  
is s ll representa ve of the structure or oris cs  or 
structure and oris cs  of the natural vegeta on in the 
locality.
(2)  Such land includes
(a)  bushland that is mostly undisturbed with a good 
mi  of tree ages  and natural regenera on  where the 
understorey is comprised of na ve grasses and herbs or 
na ve shrubs  and that contains a range of habitats for 
na ve fauna (such as logs  shrubs  tree hollows and leaf 
li er)  or
(b)  moderately disturbed bushland with some 
regenera on of trees and shrubs  where there may be 
a regrowth area with trees of even age  where na ve 
shrubs and grasses are present in the understorey even 
though there may be some weed invasion  or
(c)  highly disturbed bushland where the na ve 
understorey has been removed  where there may be 
signi cant weed invasion and where dead and dying 
trees are present  where there is no natural regenera on 
of trees or shrubs  but where the land is s ll capable of 
being rehabilitated.

The core ob ectives for management of 
community land categorised as bushland are
(a)  to ensure the ongoing ecological viability 
of the land by protecting the ecological 
biodiversity and habitat values of the land  
the flora and fauna (including invertebrates  
fungi and micro organisms) of the land and 
other ecological values of the land  and
(b)  to protect the aesthetic  heritage  
recreational  educational and scientific values 
of the land  and
(c)  to promote the management of the land 
in a manner that protects and enhances the 
values and uality of the land and facilitates 
public en oyment of the land  and to 
implement measures directed to minimising 
or mitigating any disturbance caused by 
human intrusion  and
(d)  to restore degraded bushland  and
(e)  to protect e isting landforms such as 
natural drainage lines  watercourses and 
foreshores  and
(f)  to retain bushland in parcels of a si e and 
configuration that will enable the e isting 
plant and animal communities to survive in 
the long term  and
(g)  to protect bushland as a natural stabiliser 
of the soil surface.

Natural Area 
(Escarpment)

Land that is categorised as a natural area should be 
further categorised as an escarpment under sec on 36 
(5) of the Act if
(a)  the land includes such features as a long cli like 
ridge or rock  and
(b)  the land includes signi cant or unusual geological  
geomorphological or scenic uali es.

The core ob ectives for management of 
community land categorised as a Natural 
Area (Escarpment) are

a)  to protect any important geological  
geomorphological or scenic features of the 
escarpment  and
(b)  to facilitate safe community use and 
en oyment of the escarpment.

Sportground) Land should be categorised as a sportsground under 
sec on 36 (4) of the Act if the land is used or proposed 
to be used primarily for ac ve recrea on involving 
organised sports or the playing of outdoor games

The core ob ectives for management 
of community land categorised as a 
sportsground are
(a)  to encourage  promote and facilitate 
recreational pursuits in the community 
involving organised and informal sporting 
activities and games  and
(b)  to ensure that such activities are 
managed having regard to any adverse 
impact on nearby residences

Park Land should be categorised as a park under sec on 36 (4) 
of the Act if the land is  or is proposed to be  improved 
by landscaping  gardens or the provision of non spor ng 
e uipment and facili es  for use mainly for passive or 
ac ve recrea onal  social  educa onal and cultural 
pursuits that do not unduly intrude on the peaceful 
en oyment of the land by others

The core ob ectives for management of 
community land categorised as a park are
(a)  to encourage  promote and facilitate 
recreational  cultural  social and educational 
pastimes and activities  and
(b)  to provide for passive recreational 
activities or pastimes and for the casual 
playing of games  and
(c)  to improve the land in such a way as to 
promote and facilitate its use to achieve the 
other core ob ectives for its management.
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Category ui elines for Categorisa on Core b e es for Co unity an  
Categories

General 
Community Use

Land should be categorised as general community use 
under sec on 36 (4) of the Act if the land
(a)  may be made available for use for any purpose for 
which community land may be used  whether by the 
public at large or by speci c sec ons of the public  and
(b)  is not re uired to be categorised as a natural area 
under sec on 36A  36B or 36C of the Act and does 
not sa sfy the guidelines under clauses 1 2 1 5 for 
categorisa on as a natural area  a sportsground  a park 
or an area of cultural signi cance

The core ob ectives for management of 
community land categorised as general 
community use are to promote, encourage 
and provide for the use of the land, and 
to provide facilities on the land, to meet 
the current and future needs of the local 
community and of the wider public

(a)  in relation to public recreation and the 
physical, cultural, social and intellectual 
welfare or development of individual 
members of the public, and

(b)  in relation to purposes for which a lease, 
licence or other estate may be granted in 
respect of the land (other than the provision 
of public utilities and works associated with 
or ancillary to public utilities)

Area of Cultural 
Signi cance

Land should be categorised as an area of cultural 
signi cance under sec on 36 (4) of the Act if the land is
(a)  an area of Aboriginal signi cance, because the land
(i)  has been declared an Aboriginal place under sec on 

4 of the Na onal Parks and Wildlife Act 1 4, or
(ii)  whether or not in an undisturbed state, is signi cant 
to Aboriginal people in terms of their tradi onal or 
contemporary cultures, or
(iii)  is of signi cance or interest because of Aboriginal 
associa ons, or
(iv)  displays physical evidence of Aboriginal occupa on 
(for e ample, items or ar facts such as stone tools, 
weapons, engraving sites, sacred trees, sharpening 
grooves or other deposits, and ob ects or materials that 
relate to the se lement of the land or place), or
(v)  is associated with Aboriginal stories, or
(vi)  contains heritage items da ng a er European 
se lement that help to e plain the rela onship between 
Aboriginal people and later se lers, or
(b)  an area of aesthe c signi cance, by virtue of
(i)  having strong visual or sensory appeal or cohesion, or
(ii)  including a signi cant landmark, or
(iii)  having crea ve or technical uali es, such as 
architectural e cellence, or
(c)  an area of archaeological signi cance, because the 
area contains
(i)  evidence of past human ac vity (for e ample, below
ground features such as building founda ons, occupa on 
deposits, features or ar facts or above ground features 
such as buildings, works, industrial structures, and relics, 
whether intact or ruined), or
(ii)  any other deposit, ob ect or material that relates to 
the se lement of the land, or
(d)  an area of historical signi cance, because of the 
importance of an associa on or posi on of the land in 
the evolving pa ern of Australian cultural history, or
(e)  an area of technical or research signi cance, because 
of the area’s contribu on to an understanding of 
Australia’s cultural history or environment, or
(f)  an area of social signi cance, because of the area’s 
associa on with Aboriginal life a er 1  or the area’s 
associa on with a contemporary community for social, 
spiritual or other reasons

(1)  The core ob ectives for management 
of community land categorised as an area 
of cultural significance are to retain and 
enhance the cultural significance of the 
area (namely its Aboriginal, aesthetic, 
archaeological, historical, technical or 
research or social significance) for past, 
present or future generations by the active 
use of conservation methods.
(2)  Those conservation methods may include 
any or all of the following methods
(a)  the continuous protective care and 
maintenance of the physical material of the 
land or of the conte t and setting of the area 
of cultural significance,
(b)  the restoration of the land, that is, the 
returning of the e isting physical material of 
the land to a known earlier state by removing 
accretions or by reassembling e isting 
components without the introduction of new 
material,
(c)  the reconstruction of the land, that is, the 
returning of the land as nearly as possible to 
a known earlier state,
(d)  the adaptive reuse of the land, that 
is, the enhancement or reinforcement of 
the cultural significance of the land by the 
introduction of sympathetic alterations or 
additions to allow compatible uses (that is, 
uses that involve no changes to the cultural 
significance of the physical material of the 
area, or uses that involve changes that are 
substantially reversible or changes that 
re uire a minimum impact),
(e)  the preservation of the land, that is, the 
maintenance of the physical material of the 
land in its e isting state and the retardation 
of deterioration of the land.
(3)  A reference in subsection (2) to land 
includes a reference to any buildings erected 
on the land.
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3.2.7. lans of anage ent an  na e tle 
As outlined in the document Guidelines For Council Crown 
Land Managers December 2 16, Plans of Management 
for Crown reserves must be compliant with the statutory 
re uirements prescribed by the both Crown Lands 
Management Act and Local Government Act. This includes 
a re uirement for council crown land managers to obtain 
wri en advice from a uali ed na ve tle manager that any 
Plan of Management covers Crown Land that is not e cluded 
land’.

E cluded land is de ned in the Crown Lands Management Act 
(CLM) to include
a) Land sub ect to an approved determina on of na ve 

tle (as de ned in the Na ve Title Act 1 3 of the 
Commonwealth) that has determined that

i. All na ve tle rights and interests in rela on to the land 
have been e nguished, or

ii. There are no na ve tle rights and interests in rela on to 
the land,

b) Land where all na ve tle rights and interests in rela on 
to the land have been surrendered under an indigenous 
land use agreement (as de ned in the Na ve Title Act 
1 3 of the Commonwealth) registered under that Act,

c) An area of land to which sec on 24 A protec on 
(as de ned in the Na ve Title Act 1 3 of the 
Commonwealth) applies,

d) Land where all na ve tle rights and interests in rela on 
to the land have been compulsorily ac uired,

e) Land for which a na ve tle cer cate is in e ect.
Sec on .  of the CLM Act and the Na ve Title Manager 
Workbook (available from industry.nsw.gov.au/lands/what
we do/our work/na ve tle) clearly set out that wri en 
na ve tle manager advice is re uired before a council Crown 
land manager does any of the following
a) Grants leases, licences, permits, forestry rights, 

easements or rights of way over the land
b) Mortgages the land or allows it to be mortgaged
c) Imposes, re uires or agrees to covenants, condi ons 

or other restric ons on use (or removes or releases, or 
agrees to remove or release, covenants, condi ons, or 
other restric ons on use) in connec on with dealings 
involving the land

d) Approves (or submits for approval) a plan of 
management for the land that authorises or permits 
any of the kinds of dealings referred to in paragraph 
(a), (b) or (c). Accordingly, na ve tle manager advice 
must be obtained prior to the approval (or submi al for 
approval) of a POM that allows a dealings in (a) (c) and 
the e ecu on of any lease, licence, permit, etc. that may 
be authorised under that plan.

3.3. eritage Signi an e
As part of the Plan of Management a Heritage Review Study 
was undertaken by GML Heritage.  Detailed ndings of this 
study are provided in sec on 4.5, however the following 
Statement of Signi cance encapsulates the important heritage 
conserva on values of the parks  

Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve are recrea onal 
and scenic pu lic coastal cli op landscapes of natural and 
cultural value, which include items of state and local heritage 
signi cance .

3.4. State lanning Context 
The principal planning legisla on in New South Wales is the 
NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP A 
Act) that governs planning and development assessment. The 
Act re uires a determining authority to have wri en consent 
from the legal owner of any a ected land before gran ng 
consent for development. Development on Crown Land in 
Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve and would re uire 
Crown Lands approval for any development applica on.  The 
NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1 , 
regula ons, state planning policies and the Waverley Local 
Environmental Plan 2 12 apply to all development in Williams 
Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve. This legisla on de nes the 
process that any proposal must follow.   When managing 
Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve, Council must 
comply with all relevant laws that apply to the use of the 
community land. These include

 State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 
2  provides for development permitted without 
consent and e empt development on State land.

 State Environmental Planning Policy (E empt and 
Complying Development Codes 2 )  provides for 
development permitted without consent and e empt 
development of State land. E empt development 
includes works such as compliant access ramps, play 
e uipment, fences, bollards, paths, barbecues and signs.

 Coastal Management Act 2 16 No 2  The ob ects of 
this Act are to manage the coastal environment of New 
South Wales in a manner consistent with the principles 
of ecologically sustainable development for the social, 
cultural and economic well being of the people of the 
State.

 State Environment Planning Policy (Coastal Management) 
2 1  guides development in coastal areas, including 
land ad acent to beaches, estuaries, coastal lakes, 
coastal wetlands and littoral rainforests. Hugh Bamford 
and Williams Park falls within a Coastal Environment 
Area and Coastal Use Area (the Coastal Vulnerability 
Area has not been mapped at the time of drafting this 
Plan). The aim of this Policy is to promote an integrated 
and co ordinated approach to land use planning in the 
coastal one in a manner consistent with the ob ects 
of the Coastal Management Act 2 16, including but 
not limited to the following management ob ectives  
managing development in the coastal one and protect 
the environmental assets of the coast, and establishing 
a framework for land use planning to guide decision
making in the coastal one.
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 State Environmental Planning Policy 1   Bushland in 
Urban Areas  Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve 
contain bushland covered by this Policy. In this Policy, 
bushland’ means land on which there is vegetation that 

is either a remainder of the natural vegetation of the 
land or, if altered, is still representative of the structure 
and floristics of the natural vegetation. The plan of 
management should be consistent with the aims of this 
Policy.

 The Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 1 2  applies 
to e isting premises, including heritage buildings, those 
under construction, and future premises. It e tends 
beyond the building to include outdoor spaces in 
Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve. This Act 
recognises the importance of providing e uality, dignity 
and independence to people with a range of abilities. 
This Act means it is unlawful to discriminate against 
people with a disability in the provision of access to 
premises. 

 The Companion Animals Act 1  re uires 
environmental initiatives by Councils to promote 
responsible animal ownership. Williams Park and Hugh 
Bamford Reserve are used by dog walkers.

 Local Government Act 1 3  re uires plans of 
management to be prepared for public land and reserves 
under the responsibility of local councils. It re uires 
that Council owned community land be categorised’ 
according to the function desired by the community. 
Councils must manage this land in accordance with the 
core ob ectives’ specified in the Act. 

 Crown Lands Act 1  re uires plans of management 
to be prepared for all public reserves. As well as needing 
to consider relevant plans of management when 
undertaking a strategic land use planning process for a 
locality, these plans of management may be considered 
when assessing development or activities under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act in relation 
to certain activities on or near Crown lands.  The Crown 
Lands Act applies to all Crown land in the study area. The 
ob ects and principles of Crown land management are 
listed in Sections 1  and 11 of the Act and re uire that

 Environmental protection principles be observed in 
relation to the management and administration of 
Crown land

 The natural resources of Crown land (including water, 
soil, flora, fauna and scenic uality) be conserved 
wherever possible

 Public use and en oyment of appropriate Crown land be 
encouraged

 Where appropriate, multiple use of Crown land be 
encouraged

 Where appropriate, Crown land should be used and 
managed in such a way that both the land and its 
resources are sustained in perpetuity  and

 Crown land be occupied, used, sold, leased, licensed or 
otherwise dealt with in the best interests of the State 
consistent with the above principles.

3.5. egional an  o al lanning 
Context

3.5.1. egional an  etro olitan lanning
The following regional and metropolitan plans are relevant to 
this Plan of Management.

The Sydney Regional Coastal Management Strategy 1998 aims 
to ensure that ecological integrity is maintained and when 
available, coastal one resources are fairly and e uitably used 
by the public and commercial interests alike, so that the long
term bene ts derived by the community can be op mised. 
The Strategy also aims to maintain ade uate and appropriate 
access to the coast, so that it is possible to en oy a range of 
recrea onal opportuni es. 

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment sets out 
metropolitan plans that inform Waverley’s Local Environmental 
Plan and Council’s policy posi on by providing direc on on 
ma ers including housing, obs, a ordable housing and open 
space. Relevant metropolitan plans include

 Greater Sydney Region Plan  A Metropolis of Three Cities. 
Aims to re balance growth and deliver its benefits more 
e ually and e uitably to residents across Greater Sydney. 
A Metropolis of Three Cities will transform land use and 
transport patterns, boosting Greater Sydney’s liveability, 
productivity and sustainability by spreading the benefits 
of growth to all its residents. Some of the ob ectives of 
the plan are to

 Ob ective 25. The coast and waterways are protected 
and healthier

 Ob ective 2 . Biodiversity is protected, urban bushland 
and remnant vegetation is enhanced.

 Ob ective 2  Scenic and cultural landscapes are 
protected

 Ob ective 31. Public open space is accessible, protected 
and enhanced

 Eastern City District Plan  provides the district level 
planning that connects local planning with the longer
term Greater Sydney Region Plan. Some relevant 
priorities include

 Planning Priority E1 . Delivering high uality open space
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3.5.2. o al lanning Context
The following local planning documents are of speci c 
relevance to this Plan of Management.

The Waverley Local Environmental Plan (2012): Williams Park 
and Hugh Bamford Reserve are oned RE1 Public Recrea on.  
The northern lot ad oining Hugh Bamford Reserve is oned 
E2 Environmental Conserva on.  The LEP contains a lis ng 
of environmental heritage referred to as Schedule 5.  This 
includes Williams Park  North Bondi Golf Course which is 
iden ed as a Local Landscape Conserva on Area. Refer to 
Figure 3.2.

The Local Environmental Plan makes provision for 
development of land within the coastal one for the purpose 
of implemen ng the principles in the NSW Coastal Policy. 
The LEP outlines condi ons of development consent within 
the coastal one such as  providing and maintaining public 
access along the foreshore  suitability of the development 
in rela on to the surrounding area and the natural scenic 

uality (including the loca on and bulk, scale, si e)  impact 
on the amenity including overshadowing and view loss  visual 
amenity and scenic uali es of the coast  and biodiversity and 
ecosystems. 

Waverley Development Control Plan 2012: Williams Park and 
Hugh Bamford Reserve contain recognised habitat, habitat 
corridor and habitat bu er. 

Dra  Waverley Community Strategic Plan: is Council’s 
overarching strategic plan. This guides Council in responding 
to change, challenges, and opportuni es in a consistent, 
sustainable, and coordinated way. Several direc ons within 
this plan apply to Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve 
including Recrea on and pen space

3.1.   Improve health and uality of life through a range of 
recrea onal opportuni es and uality open spaces 

3.2.   E pand the network of parks and open spaces, spor ng 
and recrea onal facili es 

The Waverley Coastal Risk Management Policy 2012:  the 
geotechnical risk map applies to Williams Park and Hugh 
Bamford Reserve. 

Other Council Policies and Guidelines recognised in planning 
and management of Hugh Bamford and Williams Park include

 The Access and Mobility Policy 2 11 2 15 
  Waverley Coastal Risk Management Policy 2 12
 Waverley Council Recreation Needs Study 2
 Waverley Public Domain Technical Manual
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4. Site Analysis
The following chapter brings together informa on gathered 
from site inves ga ons and specialist reports. To coordinate 
informa on and ensure important aspects are ade uately 
addressed, the chapters have been organised into ma or 
themes  

 Design and Setting
 Getting to and Around the Park
 Playing and Rela ing
 Enhancing the Environment
 Community, History and Culture  and
 Management and Maintenance

4.1. esign an  Se ng
This sec on provides an analysis of the site’s visual and 
physical characteris cs. Such characteris cs are considered 
to be de ned by the design of spaces and buildings, plan ng 
types and design, and the types of materials used. People’s 
e perience of the place is also considered. Conse uently, 
safety and community values, views and landscape se ng are 
also considered to characterise a site.

4.1.1. T e Se ng
The suburb of North Bondi is characterised by its coastal 
loca on and eleva on. The well established low to medium 
density suburb is bounded by Ramsgate Ave, Mitchell St, 
Muriverie Rd, Military Rd, Bondi Golf Course and the Paci c 
Ocean. At the north end of Campbell Parade,  the North Bondi 
Beach bus terminus and associated strip of local shops and 
cafes is less than 5 m to the south of Williams Park. Refer to 
Figure 2.2 for local conte t.

The western boundary of both Williams Park and Hugh 
Bamford Reserve ad acent Military Road varies from low 
grassed embankments to steeply vegetated slopes which 
limit clear views into the open spaces. The north and south 
boundaries are fringed by detached residen al proper es. 
The eastern edges are anked by the coastal cli  edge which 
rises up to 4 m above the Paci c Ocean. In Hugh Bamford 
Reserve this edge is typi ed by a mi  of remnant vegeta on, 
regenera on plan ng and weeds. To Williams Park the edge  
is more open with predominantly mown grass up to the cli  
edge and only small patches of low remnant vegeta on, 
weeds or rocky outcrops. 

The open space within both parks is characterised by 
e tensive areas of maintained grassland.

The eleva on of both spaces provide spectacular views of 
the ocean, southern coast line, Bondi Beach and Sydney CBD. 
The key interrup on to these views is the Bondi STP Buildings 
which also physically separate the parks.

4.1.2. an s a e C ara ter
The uni ue topography and si e of the parks generate a series 
of ones with dis nct landscape characters. These ones 
support certain types of recrea onal uses. Considera on 
of these characters in planning and design is essen al in 
reducing con icts between use and users. 

The parks are separated physically by the Bondi STP facility, 
which acts as a margin between their varied characters. Hugh 
Bamford Reserve is largely a level open grass area bordered 
by steep embankments or vegetated areas crea ng a sense 
of enclosure. Williams Park is an undula ng and e pansive 
open grassed space e posed to the weather and providing 
e pansive panoramic views.

Within these two broad characters several sub ones can 
also be iden ed. These areas are generally well de ned by 
topography and site elements, such as plan ng and fences. 
The areas suit par cular uses such as organised sports, 
rela ing, walking, dog walking, or informal ball games and 
e ercising. Figure 4.1 de nes si  landscape character areas  
the Coastal Cli  Edge, Park, Embankment/Slopes, Bushland 
Edge, Golf Course and the Club Building Precinct. These areas 
are further de ned below

Coastal Cli  E ge
The Coastal Cli  Edge lies along the eastern boundary of both 
Hugh Bamford Reserve and Williams Park. These areas are 
semi accessible with fences and /or gated access in Hugh 
Bamford Reserve, while the one in Williams Park is easily 
accessible. The cli  edge in Hugh Bamford is ad acent a 
vegetated area, which varies in uality from good remnant 
vegeta on to heavily weed impacted and poor uality 
vegeta on. Through Williams Park the one varies from 
mown grass, rocky outcrops, remnants of historic uarrying 
ac vi es, at rock areas with historic carvings to remnant 
vegetated areas and weedy areas.

The one provides views up and down the coastline, to the 
cli  faces, wave cut rock pla orm at the base of the cli s and 
to the remnant of the basalt vein at the cli  base which once 
ran through the park.

ar
Park comprises the lled level area at the top of the access 
road / ramp from Military Road. This area provides for passive 
recrea on, parking and a half playing eld area used by a wide 
range of community groups.  Panoramic views are available 
from the park to the City CBD, Harbour bridge, southern 
coastline and across the Waverley LGA. Sub areas of the park 
include

 Upper Park  passive open grassed area which includes 
a small amphitheatre and viewing node, carpark, and 
community hall

 Ac ve Park  level playing eld area, fenced or barrier on 
3 sides, par al views across the LGA and to the coastal 
headlands south of Bondi.
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E ban ent  Slo es
The south and western embankments of the parks are steeply 
sloped. The slopes are heavily vegetated  by woody weeds, 
na ve vegeta on and trees. There is limited public access, 
with an e is ng gate in the arris / steel mesh style fencing 
located in the fenceline ad acent the Community Hall in Hugh 
Bamford Reserve, and several informal track accesses through 
the Williams Park edge to Military Road.

us lan  e ge
The Bushland Edge is an area of predominantly remnant 
vegeta on which is listed under SEPP1   Bushland in Urban 
Areas. This area can be accessed from Wentworth Street via 
a grassed lane which opens out into a small enclosed grassed 
space to the rear of residen al proper es. The remnant 
vegeta on is separated from this area by a fence which is in 
poor condi on. Public access to this area is problema c, does 
not serve a recrea onal purpose, and should be reviewed.

Golf course
An undula ng open grassed landscape with drama c ocean 
views and views to southern headlands.  The area integrates 
the natural sandstone cli s with the modi ed grasslands 
beyond.  To the periphery of the golf course on the north, 
west and southern boundaries, modified levels and in places 
a steep inaccessible embankment, limit views from Military 
Road into the parkland. Mi ed vegetation including shrubs, 
trees and weed encroachment typifies the road edge.

Club buil ing recinct
Site of the original 1 3 s club building in the south west 
corner of Williams Park ad oining Military Road. The precinct 
includes the Golf and Diggers Club building, remnant 
Sandstone Clubhouse (currently used for storage) and 
associated facili es, and landscaped garden areas including 
stone block retaining walls.

4.1.3. ie s
The elevated topography of the study area enables 
spectacular views over Bondi Beach, the coastal headlands, 
the Paci c Ocean and Sydney CBD and Harbour. There are 
a variety of vantage points which provide varied visual 
e periences from very natural coastal views to strongly 
cultural views over a dense town scape.  The ma or views 
moving from north to south are described following and are 
indicated on Figure 4.2 opposite.

Arriving at the top of the stairs near the Hugh Bamford 
Community Hall  and from the Wentworth Street edge of 
the park, a framed view toward the Sydney CBD and 1  
degree views over the reserve and south are available. There 
is a structured viewing space south of the Community Hall 
in Hugh Bamford Reserve which captures the view south 
towards Bondi Beach and provides glimpses of Williams Park. 

There are various vantage points within Williams Park 
providing spectacular views of the coastal cli s and across the 
golf course to Bondi Beach and beyond. The most notable of 
these is from the rock above the raised Golf Tee (number 5) 
which provides 36  degree views, and at the north eastern 
boundary of the golf course, above hole number 5.

Coastal cli  edge

Park

mbankment

Bushland

olf course

Club building precinct 184



Figure 4.   Design and Se ng - Key views from the site
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The view from the Golf Club House dining area also provides 
very a rac ve views towards Bondi Beach.

Views to the parks are also signi cant considera ons in park 
planning and management.  Figure 4.3 on the opposite page 
outlines key views to the site.  The eleva on and dis nc ve 
form of the Sewer Vent Stack provides a dis nc ve landmark 
from a number of loca ons Local views and vistas into the 
parks include

  along Blair Street from the intersec on of Gould Street

 Wallis Parade  and

 Campbell Parade near the intersec on of Brighton 
Boulevard (glimpses of the golf course and club building).

The study area is also visible from other key landmarks in the 
LGA including

 Bondi Beach, No s Avenue

 Marks Park/Macken ie’s Point

 Bronte/Calga Place

 Waverley Cemetery/Coastal Walk  and 

 Ocean Street/ Clovelly Bowling Club.

4.1.4. ar s an  lan ng esign
Both Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve are 
predominantly modi ed landscapes typi ed by large areas 
of maintained grassland. Both contain areas of remnant 
vegeta on predominantly along the cli  top edge. The 
condi on of the areas of remnant vegeta on varies from good 
to very poor.

There has not been ma or plan ng undertaken in the parks 
in recent mes although bush care ac vi es are carried 
out through the Hugh Bamford Reserve area.  Council 
landscape plans for Hugh Bamford Reserve from 1  and 
1 5 proposed cultural tree plan ngs of a mi  of e o c and 
na ve species. These plans appear to have never been fully 
implemented.

The steep embankments from Military Road up to the level 
grassed areas of Hugh Bamford Reserve contain a small 
area of remnant vegeta on with the remainder planted 
species and / or woody weeds. As noted above the volunteer 
Bushcare group and Council employed professional bushcare 
workers carry out revegeta on works in these areas.

There are some larger canopy trees  present at the top of the 
embankment ad acent to the Community Hall. The level open 
space areas consist of mown grass.

The embankment above the Bondi STP ad oining Hugh 
Bamford Reserve has been determined as unstable with 
slumping issues going to back to 2 12. Interim stabilisa on 
measures were installed in 2 13 but it is necessary for a long 
term solu on to be implemented to protect the ad oining 
sewer infrastructure. Sydney Water have previously prepared 
op ons for Council approval for the works and are currently 
re reviewing op ons to determine the best way forward. The 
embankment will re uire revegeta on a er any stabilisa on 
works are implemented.

The Williams Park golf course area contains ones of planted 
vegeta on around the club house terraces, maintenance shed 
and Sewer Vent Stack. These include a mi  of na ve and e o c 
shrub species. Some of the shrub plan ng around the club 
house has been formally hedged. Other areas are overgrown 
including to the front of the old club house building.

The boundary along Military Road has been planted with a mi  
of na ve and e o c shrub and tree species. The uality and 
condi on of plan ng varies and there is weed encroachment 
including golf course grasses. 

4.1.5. Built Form
The Community Hall in Hugh Bamford is a single storey brick 
building located in the north west corner of the reserve below 
Wentworth Street. The building includes a timber floored 
hall with capacity for 1  people, change rooms with toilets, 
shower, kitchen facilities, and storage room for trestle tables 
and chairs. The building was designed and built in the 1 5 s 
by Waverley Council. The building is set into the surrounding 
topography with a stone retaining wall to the north and 
eastern facades.

Plans for the Bondi Golf Club house building were rst made 
in 1 35 with the shell of the original club building s ll standing 
today in the south western corner of the course. The ad oining 
Golf and Diggers Club building was built in the 1 6 s. The Club 
is a two storey brick and concrete structure with a service area 
and some parking located beneath the building. The building is 
leased by Council to the golf club and there are mul ple users 
which u lise the facili es and tness rooms. The Club building 
is e cavated into the natural topography on the eastern and 
northern edges. The building is in a state of disrepair and is at 
the end of it’s safe and useful life.

A single storey, green corrugated iron maintenance shed for 
the golf course is located to the east of the Sewer Vent Stack. 
The shed is surrounded by a landscaped shrub garden.

The heritage listed sewer vent stack originally from the 1 s 
and then rebuilt in the early 1 s is visible across the site and 
from ad oining areas.  The structure is surrounded by cyclone 
fencing with a barbed wire top course. ust south of the stack 
is associated infrastructure including a painted brick generator 
shed, ven la on chimneys and series of concrete hatches to 
access the underground treatment plant. The concrete surface 
of the hatches has been painted green.

4.1. . rban Furnis ing aterials an  
Finis es

Hugh Bamford Reserve has a range of park furnishings 
including sea ng, rubbish bins, bollards, and  vehicle access 
gates to serve recrea onal use and access.

The primary paving material throughout the reserve is 
concrete. Retaining walls are generally constructed from 
natural sandstone blocks. Fencing and balustrade types vary 
through the reserve including  arris rail fencing  arris rail 
fencing with chain mesh in ll  steel post and chain mesh 
fence  and galvanised steel balustrades. 
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Figure 4.3 Design and Se ng - Views to Study Area

Image: View from o s Avenue  to the south of Icebergs (1)

Image: View from Marks Park  amarama ( )

Image: View from Waverley Cemetery (3)

Image: View from path above Clovelly Bowling & Recrea on Club (4)
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The perimeter chain mesh fencing to the remnant vegeta on 
and the cli  edge is in poor condi on. Council have plans in 
place to replace this sec on of fence.

There are minimal park furnishings in Williams Park 
re ec ng its informal role for general public use and ongoing 
management by the Golf Club lessees. There are varying 
types of retaining walls across  the Golf Course site  including 
sandstone walls of di erent styles and uality, dry stone 
basalt walling and concrete walls. The limited pathways vary 
in material including asphalt, concrete and stone ag paving. 

The original stone ag paving around the old club house is in 
poor condi on with missing stones and an uneven surface. 
There are sec ons of chain mesh fencing along the western 
boundary of the golf course and to the east of the club house 
which act as ball stop safety fences. These fences are in 
generally poor condi on.

4.1.7. ig ng
There is sports ligh ng to the playing eld in Hugh Bamford 
Reserve. This includes one ligh ng mast with a second set 
of lights posi oned on the Emergency Communica ons 
Tower, this infrastructure only lights a part of the eld 
limi ng the useful area of the eld at night. There is no other 
e ternal ligh ng provided in the reserve carpark, around the 
community hall or to the access road. 

The steps (the rock cut stairway’) down to Military Road are 
not lit and only receive limited light spill from street lights due 
to the step orienta on and overhanging tree canopy. Council 
plans for the carpark upgrade do not currently include 
ligh ng.

Signage indicates that the Hugh Bamford Carpark is shut at 
3 pm.  However when the eld is booked for training the 

road access remains open with eld lights programed by 
Council sta .

The golf course in Williams Park is not lit. There is limited 
e ternal ligh ng in the vicinity of the club house building.

4.1. . Safety
The Intercept Survey 2019 suggested that most people 
felt safe in the parks.  Although not promoted as publicly 
accessible, there is daily use of the Golf Course area in 
Williams Park for walking, and some community members 
and golfers believe that this is an acceptable co e istence.  
Walkers and golfers can access freely the steep cli  edges and 
despite the inherent danger. 

4.1. . Community Values
Community values of the reserves were canvassed in the 
consulta on program for the Plan of Management. This is 
detailed in the Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve 
Community Engagement Report prepared by Microme  in 
May 2 1 .   The key consulta on ac vi es were outlined in 
sec on 2.4 of the plan.

Those engagement ac vi es along with liaison with Council 
o cers and elected Councillors enabled an understanding 
of the key community values of the parks.  These are listed 
below

atural
The parks have a strongly natural character integra ng 
drama c natural features with parkland landscape.

Casual
The parks are largely undeveloped and have a low key casual 
character.

efuge an  res ite
The parks provide a peaceful retreat from the intensity of 
Bondi Beach.

Local
The parks have a local character and e emplify the uali es 
that locals value about old school   Bondi.  In addi on the 
facili es including Hugh Bamford Reserve and the mul  
purpose spaces to the Club are very popular.

4.1.10.  a or ssues  esign an  se ng
i. The natural uali es and low key local character of 

the parks are highly valued by the community.  Any 
park improvements should have regard for these 
uni ue characteris cs. 

ii. The parks provide key viewing points to the natural 
coastline and across the harbour and Bondi.  Any park 
improvements or new facili es have regard for views.

iii. There is limited ligh ng to access paths for night 
sports use of Hugh Bamford Reserve. 

iv. The ligh ng of the playing eld currently limits the 
useful area of the eld at night.

v. The Golf and Diggers Club building is dated, 
re uires ma or maintenance works, and needs to be 
signi cantly or most likely replaced.

vi. There is no public access to toilet ameni es in Hugh 
Bamford Reserve unless the hall is booked.

vii. There is a lack of shade in the parks
viii. Weedy infested areas, poorly maintained vegeta on 

detract from the landscape se ng and natural 
character. 
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Image:  natural uali es are highly valued by the community

Image:  olf Club building is dated and re uires ma or remedia on

Image: Limited shade is available in the parks

Image: Weed encroachment is a ma or in uence on landscape character
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4.2. Ge ng to an  aroun  t e ar
This sec on looks at the various modes of movement to and 
from the park  entry and e it points  and way nding and 
circula on in and around the park. Refer to Figure 4.2 for the 
loca on of entries and other access issues.

4.2.1. Ge ng to t e ar
The pedestrian access points to Hugh Bamford Reserve 
include

 the low key stairway access from Military Road

 the access road ramp from Military Road  and 

 from the Wentworth Street interface in the north.

Williams Park access points include

 the informal entry from the verge near the Sewerage 
Treatment boundary (which links to an informal track 
across the golf course)

 the asphalt service access road  and 

 several entry points either side of the Golf and Diggers 
Club building at the south end of the park.

Entrances range from formal signposted accessways to 
informal tracks and can include steps, step free access, kerb 
ramps, sloping concrete paths, informal dirt and grass tracks, 
and shared vehicle accessways. E is ng entrances with steps 
are not deemed compliant with current Na onal Building 
Code and Australian Standards (lack of tac le warning 
markers, step nosings and handrail dimension compliance). 

There are some car share pods in the North Bondi area, as an 
alterna ve to travelling by bus, private vehicle, or walking. A 
carshare space is located ad acent Williams Park, opposite the 
unc on with Blair Street. The Randwick Waverley Community 

Transport (RWCT) service also provides transport services 
for the frail, aged, people with disabili es and the transport 
disadvantaged. Presently RWCT owns and operates seven 
vehicles and provides around 55,  trips per year. 

al ing
The Coastal Walk con nues south through North Bondi by 
devia ng away from the coastline along Military Road. The 
route con nues ad acent to Williams Park and Hugh Bamford 
Reserve, connec ng to the north end of the Bondi Beach 
promenade, and linking to the south via the Campbell Parade 
footpath as iden ed on Council’s Walking in Waverley & 
Woollahra map and informa on brochure.

ublic Trans ort
Waverley is serviced by a comprehensive and well used public 
transport system with regular trains to Bondi unc on and 
numerous bus routes connec ng the locality to the City, Bondi 
unc on, Dover Heights, and Bronte. Bondi unc on is on the 

Eastern Suburbs and Illawarra train line operated by CityRail. 
Fre uent suburban train services operate to and from Bondi 
unc on Bus and Rail Interchange. 

Sydney Buses currently run a number of regular bus services 
from Bondi unc on to North Bondi with three routes passing 
ad acent to the study area along Military Road. 

Routes 3 , 323 and 3  provide access to the Williams Park 
/ golf course with Routes 323 and 3  con nuing on Military 
Road past Hugh Bamford Reserve. Another three services, 
Routes 333, 3  and 323, commence and terminate at the bus 
stand on Campbell Parade to the south of Williams Park/ golf 
course. Bus stops for services heading toward Bondi Beach are 
not served by a single connec ng footpath on the Williams 
Park verge and there is no provision of pedestrian ramps for 
crossing the road.

Cars an  ar ing
The Hugh Bamford Reserve carpark provides 15 spaces. This 
carpark is closed each evening at 3 pm or when booking 
users nish use of the eld and Community Hall. Current 
council plans to upgrade the carpark allow for the provision of 
one addi onal bay for 16 spaces in total (including one marked 
accessible bay).

Parking is also possible along the access ramp to the carpark.  
There is a parking area beneath the Golf and Diggers club 
building in Williams Park providing 11 spaces.  There is on 
street parking both sides of Military Road and ad oining local 
streets with varied me restric ons.

There are currently no ta i ranks servicing North Bondi.

Bi e outes
The Waverley Bike Plan 2013 iden es the sec on of Military 
Road ad acent the study area as part of the Coastal Cycleway  
recrea on route that runs along the coastline to connect 
Sydney Harbour to Botany Bay.  This routes is designated as a 
mi ed tra c cycle path.  This bike route also connects mi ed
tra c cycle routes on Blair Street and Campbell Parade.

It is possible to access Hugh Bamford Reserve by bicycle 
via Military Road and the access road to the carpark and or 
via Wentworth Street on the north side of the park. Both 
entrances are gated and locked at sunset with no provision for 
cyclist access around the gate on the Military Road entry/e it.

Current Council proposals to upgrade the Hugh Bamford 
carpark indicate that the gate on the footpath from 
Wentworth Street would be replaced with removable bollards.

There is currently no provision for cycle parking in either Hugh 
Bamford Reserve or in Williams Park near the Golf and Diggers 
Club building.

4.2.2. Ge ng aroun  t e eser e  ar
The Intercept Survey revealed that a high propor on of people 
did not have di culty ge ng around the area. However 
commonly cited impediments include the steep gradient on 
the vehicular access up to Hugh Bamford ramp, no connec ng 
footpaths to facili es, and minimal direc onal signage on 
Military Road to announce park entrances and loca on. 

al ing
Within Hugh Bamford there is one formal pathway leading 
from Wentworth Street to the carpark up to the access road. 
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The steps in the north west corner of the reserve from 
Military Road are connected to Wentworth Street by a 
separate concrete pathway. In addi on there is a paved 
pathway around the east, north and west sides of the 
Community Hall, but no connec ng paths to park entries 
and or the carpark. Access to the amphitheatre, viewing area 
and around the playing eld is informal across grassed areas. 
Pedestrians can walk up the vehicular road, but this can be 
ha ardous at mes with service vehicles manoeuvring into the 
Bondi STP, and vehicles accessing the Hugh Bamford carpark.

Within Williams Park there are formal path routes either side 
of the club building from Military Road. Access across the golf 
course is informal with some routes more evident through 
wearing of the grass. There is a small sec on of concrete 
pathway on the north side of the raised tee at hole number 5.

Formal path materials around the club building vary from 
asphalt, concrete, to sandstone agging.

Uni ersal Access
Universal Access in the built environment takes into account 
the needs of people of all ages and abili es so that each 
visitor has e uitable access.11  As part of the development of 
the Plan of Management an on site review of e is ng access 
arrangements was undertaken. This review revealed that most 
of the entries and access points into the parks do not comply 
with standards such as the Na onal Construc on Code 2016 
and Australian Standards 1428 Design for Access and Mobility 
(2009). Furthermore, the condi on of e is ng paths and stairs 
is o en poor with cracked and uneven surfaces.

Some of the facili es provided within Hugh Bamford Reserve 
are not accessible from a formalised  path and do not cater for 
those with mobility impairments. These facili es include the 
community hall, seats and viewing areas. 

Public access to the golf course is not permi ed without 
authority.  However apart from signage there are no physical 
barriers preven ng informal access and the course is regularly 
traversed by local walkers. There are no formal paths within 
the golf course, with the e cep on of a sec on of concrete 
path at the base of the raised tee (number 5). Stairway access 
into Williams Park does not comply with standards and 
there are no connec ng formal paths to points of interest or 
facili es. Access to all areas of the Club house and surrounds 
do not cater for people with mobility impairments. Steps and 
paths are in varying materials and  condi on and do not meet 
current standards.

Ve icle Access in t e Par
The primary service vehicle access to Williams Park is located 
o  Military Road at the unc on of Blair Street. This access 
also provides for large vehicle access to the rear of the Bondi 
STP for maintenance opera ons.

Service vehicle access to Hugh Bamford Reserve is located 
within the carpark at the top of the access road from 
Military Road. A secondary vehicle access point is located on 
Wentworth Street.

11 he Australian Ins tute of Architects  00  niversal Access Policy

The following vehicles typically access Hugh Bamford Reserve

 garbage trucks, to empty garbage bins from the bin 
collection area

 parks maintenance vehicles, to deliver supplies such 
as mulch and remove green waste, sportsfield grass 
maintenance

 service vehicles, to maintain e isting building assets such 
as the community hall

 emergency vehicles  and
 helicopter, in the case of medical emergency.

Signage an  Way n ing
Both Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve have painted 

mber park name signs located within the verges ad acent the 
open spaces. 

Hugh Bamford Reserve has small park informa on signs 
posi oned on posts at either end of the concrete footpath 
on the west side of the reserve which include an aerial plan 
and informa on on the o  leash dog area and dog prohibited 
areas. In addi on, there are several stand alone compliance 
signs detailing dog compliance and no camping. There is no 
park signage on Military Road to indicate access to Hugh 
Bamford or announce the presence of the reserve.

Signage in Williams Park is limited to compliance signage 
with to regards authorised access into the park. There is also 
currently a range of adver sing signage and banners displayed 
by the Golf Club and its sub lessees in various loca ons along 
the Military Road boundary.

There is a pla ue commemora ng the re engraving of the 
Aboriginal rock engravings by Waverley Council ad acent  
to the engravings.  On the sewer vent stack a pla ue 
commemorates the erec on of the stack by the Metropolitan 
Board of Water Supply and Sewerage. Other signage within 
the golf course relates to the opera on and use of the golf 
course, for e ample tee numbers.

Cli  E ge Access
The cli  edge in Williams Park is unfenced. While there is no 
formal pathway along the edge, visitors are o en seen walking 
and dog walking in the area. The cli  edge varies from mown 
grass on ll, rock slabs, rocky outcrops and some remnant 
vegeta on with varying degrees of erosion to the edges. 

Public access to the cli  edge ad acent Hugh Bamford Reserve 
playing eld is limited. The edge is fenced o  and there is a 
bu er one of vegeta on. There has been ad hoc access into 
the bushland vegetated area to the north of the half playing 

eld, by people and dogs as well as for illegal camping. 

The 2 1  Coastal Risks Ha ards Vulnerability Study iden ed 
the cli  edge as a risk to people and recommended that signs  
warning of cli  face instability were installed at a minimum 
and preferably fencing installed. 12

1  Worley Parsons co omics  December 011  Waverley Coastal Risks and 
Ha ards Vulnerability Study
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Ma or Issues  ge ng aroun  t e ar
i. There is no marked provision for an accessible parking 

space in Hugh Bamford Reserve.
ii. There is no e is ng provision for compliant access to 

the Community Hall or into the hall (however this in 
incorporated in current Council works plans)

iii. Pathways do not connect to facili es.
iv. E is ng stairs and handrails are not compliant with 

current standards.
v. Access to facili es including  toilets in Hugh Bamford 

Reserve is only permi ed if the hall is booked  there 
is no general public access.

vi. Pedestrian access into to the parks is limited. There is 
no provision for pedestrians on the access road ramp 
to Hugh Bamford Reserve.

vii.  There is limited way nding signage and or references to 
the coastal walking route on e is ng park signage.

viii. There is limited interpreta ve signage for either the 
natural and cultural heritage items or views within either 
the park or reserve.

i . Access to the cli  edge within the golf course is un  
restricted with a lack of warning signage.

Image:  is ng stairs are not compliant

Image:  Some access points into park are simple goat tracks

Image: here is limited way nding signage

Image:  Access to the cli  edge is un-restricted
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4.3. Playing an  Relaxing
Hugh Bamford Reserve is a well used parkland and supports 
a wide range of ac ve and passive recrea onal ac vi es 
including sports training, archery, e ercising, walking, ogging, 
viewing, dog walking and rela ing. The predominant use of 
Williams Park is for golf although there is informal use by 
walkers, dog walkers and by visitors to view the aboriginal 
carvings and panoramic views. Refer to Figure 4.3 for the 
loca on of current recrea onal facili es and park uses.

4.3.1. Recrea on Facili es
Hug  Bamfor  Reser e Hall

 situated in the north west corner of the reserve 
 timber floored hall (2 m  m) with capacity for 1  

people, change rooms with toilets, shower, kitchen 
facilities, and a storage room for trestle tables and chairs

 accessed via steps from Military Road or via the driveway 
and carpark. 

 no direct path link from either access and there is a step 
to enter into the building which is not compliant with the 
Disaibility Discrimination Act (DDA). 

 can be booked Monday to Friday am to pm, Saturday 
and Sunday am to 5pm.

 suitable for multisport activities, low impact e ercise 
classes and children’s birthday parties.

Hug  Bamfor  Reser e:

 half si e playing field with flood lighting for night training
 amphitheatre and viewing space

Williams Par  :

 Club building leased to Bondi Golf and Diggers Club Ltd
 golf course leased to Bondi Golf and Diggers Club Ltd

The Golf Club and Course lease states the purpose of the lease 
is for   The playing of golf on the golf course and the social and 
recrea onal gatherings of Club members, guests and visitors 
in the Clubhouse and for no other purpose. (Council - Lease)

4.3.2. Recrea on Ac i es
The intercept surveys and have a say day indicated the  
following in rela on to e is ng park use

Wal ing 
Walking is one of the most popular ac vi es in the parks. This 
mainly comprises informal walking over grass through Hugh 
Bamford Reserve or through the Golf Course in Williams Park. 

Dog Wal ing
Dog walking is a very popular ac vity. Hugh Bamford Reserve 
has a designated o leash area to the south east of the 
Community Hall.

Exercising
Hugh Bamford Reserve is a popular des na on for e ercise 
and tness. Visitors typically e ercise in the morning. 
Waverley Council sets guidelines for commercial tness 
operators and manages commercial training permits.  Councils 
policy sets the limit for groups in Hugh Bamford Reserve at 1 .

Organise  Recrea on
Hugh Bamford’s level grassed area is o en used as an informal 
kick about area in addi on to a training space for organised 
ball sports, rugby and archery. The eld must be booked 
for formal sports and recrea on use. The eld is booked for 
appro imately 2  hours per week in winter and only 4 to  
hours a week in summer. The Community Hall is booked for 
a variety of ac vi es including dance groups, and health and 

tness classes all catering for a range of age groups. 

Golf Course use
The Bondi Golf Course is an established and well known and 
loved presence in North Bondi.  Its low key character and level 
of ac vity is valued by local residents as contribu ng to an 
a rac ve ambience and character.  

However sta s cs indicate that the North Bondi Golf Course 
is under used in rela ve terms.  Figures onwards from 2 14 
indicate that there have been between 1 ,   12,  starts 
during the last ve years per annum.  Generally  public nine 
hole courses are e pected to average 3 ,  starts on the 
basis of the report commissioned by Council by Fair Play in 
2 16 which noted the following benchmarks

  2 ,  starts per annum  (poorly performing) 

 35,  starts per annum (very well performing)

Waverley Council is under pressure for open space areas 
for both organised recrea on and informal recrea on as 
reinforced by Councils Recrea onal Strategy 2019 in progress 
at me of wri ng of this plan.  Williams Park is one of the 
larger open spaces managed by Council, and Council is 
obligated to consider how it can best meet the needs of the 
local and district community.  This plan must consider how 
Williams Park can best meet the needs of Council and the 
community working within the constraints of the site’s natural 
and cultural values.

In addi on to ensuring that the open space o ers a sustainable 
range of recrea onal bene ts, there are a number of 
environmental ob ec ves that should be pursued within 
Williams Park.  The eastern edge of Williams Park is a one of 
environmental sensi vity encompassing the cli  edge of varied 
stability, Aboriginal and European heritage sites, and pockets 
of coastal heathland. It would be desirable to consolidate this 
one  to make it more viable and resilient. 

Finally as with all urban golf links, there are poten al safety 
issues not ust with public walkers through the course, but to 
cars and proper es along the Military Road edge.  A signi cant 
amount per annum has been paid out in damages since 2 1  
by the club for balls leaving the course area.  The Well Played 
report 2016 says the arrangement of the course should be 
reviewed with poten al for it to be played clock wise rather 
than an  clockwise in addi on to other poten al re nements 
that could aid safety.
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Bus care
A volunteer Bushcare group has operated in Hugh Bamford 
since in 1  and con nue to meet monthly. Council also 
employs professional bushcare workers to undertake works.

E ents
Based on the Council’s approved Fees and Charges, the 
approval for the use of Hugh Bamford for one o  temporary 
events’ is based on the impact and me of the proposed 
ac vity as detailed under the Waverley Council Events Policy 
2015. 

Williams Park is currently operated under lease therefore the 
use of it’s facili es for private events are under the terms and 
condi ons of the current lease.

Hugh Bamford Community Hall can be booked for children’s 
birthday par es in 4 hour me slots on weekends.

4.3.3. Ma or Issues  laying an  relaxing
i. Limited shade trees to support passive recrea onal use.

ii. Con ict of dogs o leash with other users.

iii. Dogs accessing vegetated embankment area below the 
viewing area and the bushland in the north east corner 
of Hugh Bamford Reserve.

iv. People and dogs accessing remnant bushland areas 
causing disturbance and damage to these areas.

v. No linking footpath to Community Hall which makes it 
di cult to access in wet weather. 

vi. No access compliant entry to building.

vii. Lack of natural light and ven la on to Community Hall 
building.

viii.  No drinking water availability.

i . Community bene t and e uity of Golf course use of 
Williams park with rela vely low number of playing 
starts per annum. 

. Sub leasing of mul  purpose spaces to Golf Club is 
currently management by Golf Club with limited Council 
input and control.
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Image:  nauthorised access to remnant bushland areas

Image:  worn grass areas and dogs accessing vegetated embankment below viewing area

Image: no accessible entry to community building
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4.4. En ancing t e En ironment
This sec on analyses the key natural condi ons and assets 
of the site including micro climate, geology and soils, 
topography, hydrology, ora and fauna, and sustainability. 
It is noted for conte t that the natural environment and 
se ng (including views, open space, peace, greenery / 
nature / wildlife) are the most highly ranked of community 
values iden ed through the consulta on for the Plan of 
Management undertaken during 2 1 .  Refer to Figure 4.4 for 
reference. 

4.4.1. Micro Climate
Sydney’s climate is generally temperate, with four reasonably 
discernible seasons. It is mainly sunny throughout the year 
with cool, mild winters and hot, humid summers. Sydney’s 
mean annual rainfall is 1,212mm. Average temperatures 
range from between 14.13  2 .3 degrees celsius in winter, to 
23   2  degrees celsius in summer.13  Williams Park and Hugh 
Bamford Reserve ad oin elevated sandstone cli s e posed to 
all weather condi ons in par cular to the south and west. The 
coastal environment presents e treme condi ons including 
salt spray, strong winds, and heavy wind driven rainfall.  The 
northern perimeter of the Hugh Bamford Reserve playing eld 
is a orded some protec on to easterly winds by the fringing 
bushland, but winter southerly or westerly condi ons can be 
uncomfortable in both parks. 

4.4.2. To ogra y
The landform of both parks have undergone ma or 
modi ca on since European se lement. This is as a result 
of various ac vi es from uarrying stone, military use, 
and e cava on for sewerage infrastructure.  Filling works 
were carried out  within Williams Park over the sewerage 
infrastructure and ad oining rocky and thin soils to enable 
grass establishment for the golf course from the 1 3 s.  Filling 
works were also re uired to create the level half eld area 
at Hugh Bamford Reserve.  This included the covering of the 
remnants of the Ben Buckler Gun Ba ery which is conserved 
under the ll material. The cli  edge ranges up to RL 52 AHD 
in Williams Park and RL 65 AHD in Hugh Bamford Reserve.  
The sandstone cli  edge is appro imately 3 m in total 
length.
Hugh Bamford Reserve is characterised by an elevated 
posi on above Military Road.  The playing eld and steeply 
vegetated slopes fall to the south and west. There is a level 
di erence of appro imately 15m from the road access on 
Military Road to the top of the reserve. Williams Park  is 
characterised by an undula ng landform shaped for the golf 
fairways and greens.   The course generally slopes from north 
to south with a di erence in eleva on of appro imately 1 m. 
The park edges to the west and south are rela vely steep and 
are either grassed or vegetated. The far south western edge of 
the site contains a series of stone retaining walls around the 
elevated club house precinct. 
There are other smaller walls within the course used to retain 

ll and create level golf tees and greens.

13 h p://www.weather one.com.au/climate/sta on. sp lt site&lc 6606  
viewed 1/01/17

4.4.3. Geology and Soils
The cli  faces comprise Hawkesbury Sandstone bedrock 
of Triassic age (between 251 million and 1  million years 
old). Upli  and deforma on of the Sydney Basin has led to 
the pa ern of oin ng and faul ng in the rock faces, along 
with the di erent erosion rates of the igneous dykes that cut 
through the rock strata. The wave cut pla orms observed 
along the bases of many of the cli  faces are likely to have 
developed during inter glacial sea level highs. 14  

A Coastal Risk and Ha ards Vulnerability Study undertaken 
in 2 11 iden ed that the cli  face below Hugh Bamford 
Reserve was characterised by an undercut feature over the 
base of the cli . Intermi ent overhangs were recorded over 
the remainder of the cli  face and in par cular at the base of 
the vegetated upper por on of the cli  top area.  Overhangs 
are features that will re uire ongoing monitoring for the long 
term stability in this highly erosive environment.

The cli  face below Williams Park contains a number of 
di erent geological features. These include 

 a con nuous not uite hori ontal shale band (ma  
height about 2m), which is more erodable than ad oining 
materials and as a result has formed overhang features 
within the sandstone at or above the shale band. 

 a not uite ver cal cli  face of stepped pro le with 
numerous blocks of sandstone (typically boulder si e) 
sca ered along the wave cut pla orm.

 a not uite ver cal gully feature represen ng an igneous 
dyke which is more eroded than surrounding material.

 a  not uite ver cal sided gully feature near the crest of 
the gully within the golf course which reveals sandy ll 
material. 

The presence of these features and the ongoing di eren al 
weathering (by wave and wind ac on) contribute to the 
poten al for geotechnical ha ards such as cli  line collapses. 15 

Evidence of the basalt vein which once e tended through the 
site but was mined e tensively in the past, is s ll visible from 
the wave cut pla orm at the base of the cli s in the central 
por on of the cli  face to Williams Park. 

The southern half of Williams Park is also located in an area 
of acid sulphate soils poten al (Class 5) as de ned by the Acid 
Sulfate Soils Risk Mapping by NSW O ce of Environment and 
Heritage.

Beyond the natural geological factors of the site, the presence 
of underground tunnels and opera onal spaces under the 
golf course and half eld areas as indicated on Figure 4.4 
need to be considered in any plans for the site.  The structural 
and waterproo ng re uirements iden ed by Sydney Water 
engineers suggest that there is limited scope for change or 
construc on over these areas.

14 Worley Parsons co omics  December 011  Waverley Coastal Risks and 
Ha ards Vulnerability Study

15 ibid
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Figure 4.6 nhancing the nvironment - e is ng condi ons
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4.4.4. Hydrology and Ser ices
Williams Park and Hugh Bamford are not directly impacted by 

des. The Coastal cli  edge and rock shelf below is impacted 
by wave ac on, des and ul mately by any changes in sea 
level.

Sea level rise is a gradual process and will have medium to 
long term impacts. Na onal and interna onal pro ec ons of 
sea level rise along the New South Wales coast es mate a rise 
of up to 4 cm by 2 5  and cm by 21 , rela ve to 1  
mean sea levels. There is no scien c evidence to suggest 
that sea levels will stop rising beyond 21  or that the current 
trends will be reversed.  It is di cult to assess the poten al 
impact of predicted more intense storm events as a result 
of climate change and sea level rise on cli  face stability it is 
considered reasonable to assume that more intense storm 
events and elevated sea levels will result in elevated erosion 
rates over a greater height of cli  face.  This may a ect 
buildings, infrastructure, recrea onal facili es and amenity.16

The sites are iden ed as at risk of geotechnical ha ard in 
the geotechnical ha ard map detailed in Council’s Coastal 
Risk Management Policy 2012, and Part B4 of the Waverley 
Development Control Plan 2012. Accordingly a geotechnical 
risk assessment will need to be done as part of any future 
development applica ons for park buildings or other ma or 
works.

There is limited stormwater infrastructure in both parks. 
Hugh Bamford Reserve has stormwater infrastructure within 
the carpark and access road. Sydney Water is reviewing the 
drainage to the embankment along the southern side of the 
half eld grassed area as part of its retaining wall review.

There is evidence of a proposed drainage or sewer line on 
the southern boundary of the golf course according to sketch 
plan from 1 4 , ‘Proposed improvements to Drainage of 
Williams Park. Sewer Infrastructure’ although this has not 
been veri ed.

4.4.5. Sustainability
Council and e ternal consultants have been inves ga ng the 
feasibility of using non potable water to meet the irriga on 
demands of Bondi Golf course and Hugh Bamford Reserve. 
To date, those inves ga ons have concluded that there is no 
cost e ec ve alterna ve water supply op on for North Bondi 
Golf Course or Hugh Bamford Reserve.  Op ons inves gated 
included

         Sewer mining   via Sydney Water
         Stormwater Harves ng
         Groundwater Harves ng

Groundwater harves ng based on the research to date was 
the only op on was seen as poten ally  viable.  However 
preliminary inves ga ons in 2 4, 2  and 2 1  all 
concluded there is a high degree of uncertainty that a 
sustainable yield could be harvested to meet irriga on 
demands.  

16 Worley Parsons co omics  December 011  Waverley Coastal Risks and 
Ha ards Vulnerability Study

In order to con rm if a sustainable yield could be harvested, a 
test bore would be re uired which would cost appro imately 

y thousand dollars to construct.  In 2 1 , Council received 
advice from geotechnical consultants that the construc on 
of a test bore in the locality was not recommended given the 
geology of the area and the coastal cli  loca on.

A further op on that should be closely e plored is the 
poten al for roofwater harves ng of the redeveloped or 
new buildings on site.  This has poten al to contribute to the 
irriga on water supply for the parks but it appears unlikely 
that it could fully meet these re uirements.  It is e pected 
that careful use of a propor on of mains water would be 
needed to supplement any harvested water solu on.

In addi on to rainwater harves ng any new buildings should 
seek to be best prac se in terms of energy e ciency with 
poten al for solar collec on one of many strategies that 
should be integrated to design and feasibility.

Fauna and Flora
Flora and Fauna are important values for the parks.  The 
following outlines the key aspects for each of the park areas

Remnant Vegeta on
Remnant na ve vegeta on at Hugh Bamford Reserve occurs 
in two (2) dis nct areas, as Sea cli  Scrub and Heath between 
the sea cli s and the residen al proper es on Wentworth 
Street, and as two patches of Moist Heath on the south west 
facing cli line between the eld areas and Military Road.

The small parcel of bushland on the north eastern boundary 
of Hugh Bamford Reserve contains remnant Sydney coastal 
heath vegeta on. Remnant vegeta on is managed under 
Council’s Biodiversity Ac on Plan 2014-2020.  This area 
contributes the largest area of SEPP 1  Bushland in Urban 
Areas vegeta on in the LGA. 1

Vegeta on condi on across all remnant areas ranges from 
‘Very Poor‘ to ‘Good’ (SBRC, 2 1 ) although a large por on 
of the remnant is in good condi on as a result of bush 
regenera on ac vi es regularly undertaken by professional 
contractors and a local bushcare group.

Nine ( ) of the thirty four (34) indigenous plant species 
recorded within the remnants1  (SBRC, 2 1 ) are considered 
rare in the Council area.  Those include Banksia marginata, 
Banksia serrata, Billardiera scandens, Callistemon citrinus, 
Callistemon linearis, Lamber a formosa, Parsonsia straminea, 
Pimelea linifolia and Platysace lanceolata.

Waverley Council has adopted and is implemen ng the 
Biodiversity Ac on Plan  Remnant Sites (BAP) to protect 
remnant vegeta on and re establish na ve species in 
areas dominated by e o c weeds. Works are carried out by 
the Bushcare groups, and professional bushcare workers 
employed by Waverley Council. 

17 otal arth Care  014  Reserve Biodiversity Ac on Plan - Remnant Sites 
014- 0 0

1  Sydney Bush Regenera on Company  010  Waverley Flora Study Report
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Connec vity plan ng is recommended in the BAP to support 
the remnant vegeta on in numerous loca ons.1

The cli  edge along Williams Park supports a signi cant 
corridor of linked Sydney coastal heath vegeta on. Although 
lacking in species diversity an opportunity e ists to protect 
and restore this vegeta on community. Remnant vegeta on 
in Williams Park is not currently covered under Council’s 
Biodiversity Ac on Plan (BAP) 2 14 2 2  but will be 
accounted for in future revisions of this plan.

Habitat
The diverse bushland occurring at Hugh Bamford Reserve 
supports a range of high uality habitats for both na ve ora 
and fauna species. Dense na ve (and e o c) undergrowth 
interspersed with e posed sandstone and low growing 
groundcovers provides foraging, shelter and basking habitats 
for na ve skinks and small birds. Open and closed shrubby and 
taller vegeta on provides perching and nes ng opportuni es 
for small to medium si ed na ve birds, and other nectar 
producing plant species present as a food resource, a ract 
insects  an important food source for small birds.  

Permanently moist cli soak areas within and surrounding 
the moist heath vegeta on supports habitat, of low moderate 

uality for na ve frogs. The ma ority of the soils within the 
Hugh Bamford Reserve remnant are considered to be original 
and provide uni ue habitat on cli tops and upper cli faces 
for na ve ora species considered rare elsewhere across the 
LGA.2  

Addi onally, the cli  edge along Hugh Bamford Reserve and 
Williams Park forms part of the biodiversity corridor iden ed 
and protected in Councils Local Environmental Plan 2 12 and 
DCP 2 12. The corridor aids wildlife movement, interbreeding 
and recolonisa on through the provision of habitat and bu er 
vegeta on. The 2 11 Biodiversity Study of the Waverley LGA 
iden ed those poten al habitat corridors which link the best 
habitat within the LGA and have the greatest poten al for 
corridor improvement.

The coastal areas of the LGA vegeta on communi es 
(including Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve) are 
uni ue within the LGA and record the highest abundances of 
small bird species while na ve rep le diversity was high. There 
is opportunity to strategically replant these areas without 
comprising their value as open space. 21 

Improvements to these areas would go toward mee ng 
Council’s target of forty per cent of remnant vegeta on 
in good condi on by 2 3  as setout in the Waverley 
Environmental Ac on Plan 2018-2030. 

1  otal arth Care  014  Biodiversity Ac on Plan - Remnant Sites 014- 0 0
0 ibid
1 Australian Museum Business Services  011  Biodiversity Study of the 

Waverley Local overnment Area.

4.4. . Ma or Issues  en ancing t e 
en ironment

i. Remnant vegeta on no longer being discernible from 
replanted areas

ii. E tensive edge ones between maintained grass and 
natural bushland that re uire management

iii. Weed control is di cult to e ec vely and safely manage 
on cli  edges 

iv. Areas in poor condi on re uire resources to control 
weeds 

v. Priority weed infesta ons re uiring treatments by 
professional contractors un l infesta on is su ciently 
controlled. 

vi. From me to me fo es and other pest animals re uire 
management.

vii.  From me to me stormwater uality needs to be 
managed.

viii. Con nued and further support re uired for volunteer 
Bushcare groups and resourcing for professional 
contractors.

Image: mbankment plan ng in poor condi on re uires weed control

Image: tensive edge ones between maintained grass and natural 
bushland
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4.5. Community, Culture and Heritage
The cultural heritage uali es of Williams Park and Hugh 
Bamford Reserve were amongst the most highly ranked of 
community values iden ed through the consulta on for the 
parks undertaken during 2 1 .

As part of the Plan of Management process, a heritage study 
was prepared by GML Heritage. The following summary has 
been derived from the Williams Park and Hugh Bamford 
Reserve Heritage Review Study 2019. 

4.5.1. Statements of Heritage Signi cance
The park’s possess a range of cultural heritage values which 
must be conserved and managed but which can add value to 
community and recrea onal e periences the parks can o er. 
As part of the plan of management process new Heritage 
Inventory Sheets have been prepared by GML for the Ben 
Buckler Gun Ba ery and for the Sewer Vent Stack.

A Statement of Signi cance for Williams Park and Hugh 
Bamford Reserve was provided in the Williams Park and 
Hugh Bamford Reserve Heritage Review Study 2019 by GML 
Heritage  

Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve are recrea onal 
and scenic public coastal cli op landscapes of natural and 
cultural value, which include items of state and local heritage 
signi cance.

The former Murriverie uarry was u lised by both the Darug 
Aboriginals and se lers, and has natural heritage value 
as it was formed by a signi cant geological event in the 
Triassic crea ng the topography. The geological monument 
of the former Murriverie uarry is an aesthe cally dis nct 
and rare natural feature. The area of natural vegeta on in 
Hugh Bamford Reserve is a rare example of original coastal 
vegeta on in the Waverley LGA. 

The extant rock engravings represent past customs and 
associa ons with the place which have historical and aesthe c 
values, as well as con nuing signi cance to the Darug people 
today. Evidence of addi onal engravings, use of the uarry, 
cultural material, or Aboriginal remains, are important to the 
Darug’s community and to the history of Waverley.

The Sewer Vent, as part of the greater Bondi Ocean Ou all 
Sewer (BOOS) infrastructure, was the rst completed ma or 
sewerage line to cater for both the city and suburbs of inner 
Sydney. Its construc on was a key factor in the establishment 
of the Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage. 
The Sewer Vent, along with the BOOS system, are rare 
surviving examples of func onal nineteenth-century public 
infrastructure.

Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve were named a er 
individuals who were strong advocates of public open space 
and recrea on in the local area. The Inter-War style club house 
facili es designed and built by the Municipality of Waverley 
represents a commitment to public open space and recrea on 
by the council in the 1930s. The Bondi Golf Links demonstrates 
key characteris cs of a Links course.

The Ben Buckler gun emplacement and the Ben Buckler 
ba ery site is the best surviving example of the three outer-
coastal ba eries built at the turn of the twen eth century and 
has poten al to provide signi cant insights into late-Victorian 
defence technologies.

The rock-cut stairway and other archaeological features 
within the study area have poten al to yield informa on not 
otherwise obtainable from historic resources regarding use 
and occupa on. 

Individually and combined, Williams Park and Hugh Bamford 
Reserve are dis nc ve open coastal landscapes on the 
drama c ocean cli  escarpment of North Bondi. They provide 
visually appealing sweeping views of the Paci c Ocean, to 
Bondi Beach and across Rose Bay to Sydney Harbour“.

4.5.2. Aboriginal Heritage
For over 1  genera ons Aboriginal people have lived in 
the area that now forms the Eastern Suburbs. They lived 
in Sydney before and during the depths of the last ice age 
(25, 15,  years ago). They witnessed the forma on of 
the coastal dune systems and the rapid rise in sea levels. The 
density of Aboriginal occupa on of this area is supported 
by ethnohistoric sources that provide a picture of coastal 
Aboriginal life. 

Rock engravings at Hugh Bamford Park, Bondi Golf Club, Ben 
Buckler, Macken ie’s Point and the South Bondi Cave a est 
to Aboriginal cultural life that sought to document not only 
the natural world and their interac on with it, but a rich 
mythology that was brought to life in song, ceremony and 
oral tradi on. The carvings south in Williams Park, ne t to the 
sewage treatment plant, show various sh species. The largest 
group shows an eight metre long gure of a shark a acking a 
male gure that resembles an iguana/li ard gure perhaps 
the rst record of a shark a ack at Bondi. More controversial 
are the carvings at the northeast of the site, considered to be 
non Aboriginal in origin. In 1 12, Lawrence Hargrave, aviator 
and historian, claimed the carving of a ship resembled the 
Santa Maria which Columbus sailed to America in 14 2. It is 
believed that the carving is actually the product of uarrymen 
working at the nearby Murriverie uarry. 22

The Bondi Basalt is likely to have been harvested and cra ed 
into ob ects such as a e and hatchet heads by Aboriginal 
peoples and traded over great distances with groups that did 
not have access to such materials.

With the arrival of the First Fleet came the introduc on of 
diseases and growing pressure on land use as Aboriginal 
people were progressively prevented from accessing their 
tradi onal sources of food and raw materials. However, 
almost a century a er the First Fleet arrived, Aboriginal 
people con nued to live and work in Sydney. They con nued 
to gather oysters and sh with tradi onal spears, adap ng 
new materials such as umbrella wires to act as the prongs. 
Nine small Aboriginal se lements also appeared between 
Rushcu ers Bay and Vaucluse, where personal and economic 
rela onships were established with European landowners. 
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Figure 4.7 Community  Culture and Heritage - e is ng condi ons
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Members of Eastern Suburbs families like the Wentworth, 
Cooper and Hill families encouraged Aboriginal people to 
camp at their residences, engaging local Aboriginal men as 
servants or boatmen. 

Some Europeans learnt and understood Aboriginal languages. 
Reciprocal obliga ons between European and Aboriginal 
people in this area led to coe istence on estates at Rose Bay 
and Vaucluse and along New South Head Road for decades 
a er the 1 5 s.

A network of sites along the eastern coastline, including 
campsites, shing spots and hun ng grounds as well as 
ceremonial sites and tribunal grounds, remained mostly 
accessible as did travel between Bondi and Rose Bay up un l 
the 1 s. Other oral history accounts locate Aboriginal 
families s ll camping at North Bondi in the 1 2 s before 
the wider upgrade of the area. Aboriginal people were 
known to camp at Ben Buckler and en oy the ocean waves, 
with their wives and children’. Bondi resident, Obed West, 
recalled as late as 1 25 that young Aboriginal men in football 
umpers were  spearing sh and lobsters around the Bondi 

Baths area.’ These accounts demonstrate the centuries old 
con nuity of Aboriginal cultural and economic connec ons to 
this landscape.

Raymond de Cusack, a student of Aboriginal carvings’ and 
the man commissioned by the Waverley Council to re groove 
the engravings in Williams Park in 1 64, stated that the 
area was the main ceremonial ground where the Biddigal 
tribe of Aborigines held their sacred rituals and danced their 
corroborees un l about the early 1 s’.

Francis O’Brien was the rst European land owner a er Crown 
subdivision of the area containing the former Murriverie 

uarry. His son Thomas O’Brien discovered Aboriginal skeletal 
remains and an open campsite in Williams Park, and discussed 
that the basalt vein at the Murriverie uarry was the only 
possible source for several stone tools he found in the local 
area.

The origin of an engraving of the sailing ship and a grotes ue 
gure of a small human’ (now lost) located in Williams Park 

has been a ributed to both Aboriginal and European ar sts. 
However, the historical record is now impossible to con rm.   

Both Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve contain 
tangible evidence of past use and occupa on by Aboriginal 
people. The engravings also have visual and aesthe c appeal. 
The Aboriginal engravings are signi cant evidence of local 
marine species and terrestrial resources used and valued by 
the Darug. 

Park and Reserve dedicated for 
public recreation

Metropolitan Water begins construction new sewerage outfall tunnel 
through Hugh Bamford Reserve exposing the gun placement

Sydney Water provides funding with Waverley Council to improve Hugh 
Bamford Reserve

Murriverie Quarry utilised by Darug Aboriginal people

Aboriginal people occupy the  Sydney coastline and witness 
the rise of sea at the end of the ice age

1788

unknown

25,000 - 30,000 years ago

1809

Mid-late nineteenth century

1855

1985

2006

2019

Study area dedicated as a Military Reserve

First Land grants  to settlers  around Ben Buckler and Bondi Beach

Land Owner Francis O’Brien commences mining for building 
materials. Reportedly excavates all basalt

30m strip of O’Brien’s land reserved for public use by the Crown

Bondi Ocean Outfall Sewer begins  construction to reduce amount 
of sewerage entering discharging into harbour 

‘Disappearing Gun’ delivered to Ben Buckler

Aboriginal artefacts - Bondi points - uncovered after a gale from the 
main dune at the northern end of Bondi Beach.

Current 30m high Sewer Stack constructed to replace damaged vent stack 

Historical engravings, possibly from quarry workers (ship engraving)

Plans developed for the Golf Links after petitioning for the subdivision of 
part of the Military Reserve for Public Recreation 

Above ground sewerage treatment  plant between the park and reserve 
commissioned 

Hugh Bamford Community Hall constructed  and Williams Park 
extended House constructed

1890s

1880-1889

1893

1900

1910

1912

1935

1953

1960s

Arrival of First Fleet and beginning of European settlement of Sydney 

1980

Ongoing community and club use of reserve and golf course

Summary Timeline
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Figure 4.  Poten al heritage items within Hugh Bamford Reserve ( ML 01  - Figure 5. )
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The view from Hugh Bamford Reserve over the gully to 
Bellevue Hill and North Bondi, leading to the Rose Bay 
tribunal area and through to Sydney Harbour, is visually 
striking and believed to have been important for Darug 
Aboriginals, providing visual connec ons between Aboriginal 
places.23

4.5.3. Euro ean Heritage
The broader suburb ad oining the study area was Crown land 
un l subdivided in 1 54.  Lots were subse uently bought by 
se ler Francis O’Brien which encompassed Hugh Bamford 
Reserve and Williams Park. O’Briens grants were later 
ac uired for military purposes before 1 3. Francis O’Brien 
began uarrying the basalt and sandstone from Murriverie 

uarry in the 1 5 s. To facilitate the mining of the basalt, 
he built a tramway from Old South Head Road to cart away 
the stone, however, it is unknown whether the tram tracks 
e tended into Williams Park. O’Brien reportedly uarried the 
en re basalt vein from the dyke and his son lamented that 
the signi cant beauty of the area had been impacted by his 
undertaking.

Se age Wor s 
The Bondi Ocean Ou all Sewer is a large, underground 
gravita onal sewer constructed by the NSW Public 
Works Department between 1  and 1  to service 
the popula on and businesses of the City of Sydney and 
surrounding suburbs. The line of the gravita onal sewer 
e tends eastwards from the city to the northern (Ben Buckler) 
headland of Bondi Beach where it originally discharged below 
the cli s (Williams Park). The original underground chamber 
and sewer vent were constructed at Ben Buckler headland in 
1 . The chamber, measured appro imately m by m by 

.5m, was carved out of sandstone 43m below ground level. 
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The chamber was connected to a vent running ver cally up 
to ground level, above which a circular brick stack reached 
a further 1 m in height above ground. As early as 1 1  the 
original sewerage stack at Ben Buckler was e periencing 
structural di cul es. The discharge from ar llery from the 
ad acent coastal fortress was a likely culprit. The original stack 
was also considered too low to e ec vely dissipate odours. 
In 1 1  the original stack was demolished and replaced with 
a 3 m high stack made with 42cm thick reinforced concrete 
walls. The hydrogen sulphide gas produced by the sewage 
con nued to cause cracking and spalling in the concrete 
throughout the twen eth century which has necessitated 
numerous repair works. The above ground sewerage 
treatment plant located between Hugh Bamford Reserve and 
Williams Park was commissioned in 1 53 and included the 
e tension of e is ng underground chambers to develop a 
state of the art subterranean sewage treatment plant (STP), 
and diverted all ows away from the original outlet. The Sewer 
vent no longer acted over the main sewer, but con nues to 
assist with air circula on for the underground areas of the STP.

Coastline Defence
During the 1 s, the focus of Sydney’s military defence 
shi ed from the harbour to for ca ons along Sydney’s 
Eastern Suburbs in reac on to an cipated assaults from 
new iron clad, steam powered warships. As a result, an
bombardment guns were installed at a number of cli op 
loca ons with the rst of three disappearing guns’ delivered 
to Ben Buckler. The gun was manned at the outbreak of 
the First World War in 1 14 and again in 1 1  in response 
to two German raiders on the coast.  However the facility 
subse uently became disused. Elements of the Ben Buckler 
Gun Ba ery e tended from Rodney Park to the north of Hugh 
Bamford Reserve and to Williams Park in the south.  (Refer 
Figure 4.  below)
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These included a Fire Command Post, a married uarters’ 
and several undocumented structures visible on aerial 
photography from 1 43.

A le er dated 16 March 1 2  from the Department of 
Defence in Canberra to Mr W. M Marks Es . M.P indicates 
that Council had re uested that the military owned land of 
Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve be subdivided for 
the use by council for a public park, residen al developments 
or a combina on of both. The ini al re uest in 1 2  was 
re ected, but a later dated le er from 1 2  indicates that 
permission to subdivide in the area was granted. By 1 35 the 
southern por on of the ba ery had become Williams Park 
and contained the Bondi Golf Links.

The gun was o cially de commissioned in 1 45 and the 
military vacated the site in the early 1 5 s. By 1 54 several 
public open space schemes were being discussed by Waverley 
Council for the remaining por on of the ba ery in Hugh 
Bamford Reserve. Works to cover the ba ery with ll to 
create a level playing eld, passive recrea on area and 
gymnasium were completed by the late 1 5 s and early 
1 6 s. Earthworks undertaken by the Water Board in 1 4 to 
construct the Bondi Submarine Ou all Declined Access Tunnel 
(BSODAT) accidently uncovered part of the gun emplacement. 
The top of the central por on of the structure, the outer walls 
and some internal rooms of the structure were e posed by 
machine e cavator and labourers. The site was reburied and 
the playing eld reinstated once the Water Board works were 
completed.24

4.5.4. Community and Cultural History
Public Lands and t eir Protec on
From the mid nineteenth century, Sydneysiders were 
drawn to the Waverley seaside for picnics, recrea on and 
entertainment. During the 1 3 s, beach culture boomed 
against the backdrop of the Depression. Families could nd 
a ordable and leisurely entertainment along the beach 
promenades. Bondi was especially popular and able to 
draw up to 5 ,  people to the beach on summer days. 
Public consciousness of protec ng the coastline and it’s 
environment began as early as 1  with the NSW An
Pollu on of Air and Water League. They were dismayed that 
the Bondi Ocean Ou all Sewer installed in 1  would only 
channel Sydney’s raw sewage back onto the beaches. Their 
fears were con rmed as human waste from 5,  acres of 
Sydney was sent into the ocean at North Bondi’s cli s. Surfers 
and swimmers made the link between their own health and 
that of the beach. However it was not un l the 1 6 s that 
greater global awareness of the environment began to shape 
government policy. A treatment plant was completed in 1 66 
but was viewed as inade uate by environmental standards. 
Increasing social commentary during the 1 s and 1 s, 
the prominence of sewage at Sydney beaches, and the 
overwhelming smell at beaches like Bondi sparked community 
ac vism. Ac on groups such as STOP (Stop the Ocean 
Pollu on) and POOO (People Opposed to Ocean Ou alls) 
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lobbied government to produce alterna ve ways to manage 
the waste problem. 

Bondi became the very public face of this campaign as 
businesses rallied together to ar culate the nega ve economic 
impacts on their livelihood. In 1 , 2 ,  people gathered 
for a concert at Bondi to protest the beach pollu on, a 
groundswell that could no longer be ignored. The same 
year, the water monitor Beach Watch was ins gated which 
conducted twice weekly water uality sampling and daily 
pollu on assessments. Later Beach Watch was incorporated 
into the Environmental Protec on Authority.

Today this part of coastline remains an integral part of cultural 
and recrea onal life. Sydneysiders and many from further 
abroad con nue to think of me spent at the beach as 
healthy recrea on  good for mind, body and soul.’25 Public 
accessibility to the coast and the pleasures a orded to the 
community has led to a push over centuries to maintain this 
environment for future genera ons to en oy.

The pe oning by Waverley Council for the subdivision of part 
of the Ben Buckler Gun Ba ery as an area of public recrea on 
began as early as 1 2 . Plans to convert the area into the 
Bondi Golf Links did not eventuate un l 1 35. The Links 
style, having originated during the eenth century refers to 
coastal area that includes sand dunes and few trees. A links 
style course uses the terrain, including windswept dunes, to 
create golf holes with minimal interven on. In Scotland, links 
style courses emerged on coastal farmland where the infer le 
sandy soil was not suitable for gra ing or agriculture. The 
Bondi course consists of nine holes and boasts spectacular 
scenery and a challenging layout. The original club house 
is s ll e tant today and plans for a cloak room and starters 
bo  e ist.  It is unknown if it was ever constructed but based 
on the plans it would be located under the current Golf and 
Diggers Club which was built in the 1 6 s.

Hugh Bamford was the president of the Bondi Public School 
Parents and Children’s Commi ee (P C commi ee) from 1 42 
un l his sudden death in 1 5 . He was a reless advocate 
for local facili es and ameni es for furthering the educa on 
of the children at the school. The pe on for the naming 
of the Hugh Bamford Reserve began before his death and is 
representa ve of his standing in the community. The current 
playing eld and community hall in Hugh Bamford Reserve 
was designed in the early 1 5 s, but not  constructed un l the 
early 1 6 s. The community hall, designed as a gymnasium 
with change rooms and toilets for the playing eld by the 
Municipality of Waverley engineers remains an important 
community facility.

Hugh Bamford Reserve and Williams Park are used by locals 
and visitors alike. People visi ng the park en oy the o  leash 
dog walking areas, half eld, walking and the scenic views 
out to the ocean and across to Bondi Beach and harbour. 
The Bondi Golf Club con nues to be accessible to both local 
residents and tourists as a spor ng facility and open landscape 
and con nues to have a  local member base.26
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Image: Detail of Murriverie uarry before the use of the site by Bondi olf Links showing e amples of prisma c sandstone  columnar sandstone 
and basalt. (Source: Waverley Library photo o. 16 )

Image: Par ally uncovered Ben Buckler gun emplacement in Hugh 
Bamford Reserve  October 1 4.

Image: Bondi olf Links Club House from Military Road  c 1 30.
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 Ma or Issues  Community, Culture and 
Heritage

i. Varied community awareness of historical and 
cultural signi cance of the site, including Aboriginal 
cultural signi cance.

ii. Limited public access to sites within Williams Park 
due to ha ards associated with use as a golf course.

iii. Poten al loss of rock engravings and geological 
monuments due to weathering, erosion and 
degrada on

iv. E is ng park facili es do not meet community needs. 
v. Not all heritage items iden ed by GML Heritage 

in 2 1  study are iden ed as items of local 
signi cance in Council’s Local Environmental Plan and 
some items listed in the LEP are duplicated and or 
di cult to locate.

vi. Public access to areas of remnant natural vegeta on 
is nega vely impac ng the regenera on process.
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4. . Management and Maintenance
Hugh Bamford Reserve including the associated Community 
Hall and stormwater infrastructure is maintained and 
managed by Waverley Council. Williams Park is currently 
leased to the Bondi Golf and Diggers Club and Council is not 
(under the terms of that lease) involved in any maintenance 
of the Golf Course area. Council has maintained an ongoing 
role in management issues related to the coastal edge and 
to heritage items such as the Aboriginal rock engravings. 
Council has however recently needed to become involved 
in the maintenance of the Golf Club building as assessments 
iden ed serious issues with the condi on of masonry and 
structural elements.  Council has funded a series of stabilising 
works that will enable the building to con nue to be used 
for the ne t 5 years. However in the longer term the most 
prac cal and cost e ec ve solu on will be to replace the 
building. 

Details of the on site facili es and their use is documented in 
the preceding chapters. This sec on of the report outlines the 
services that Council provides in managing and maintaining 
the site to ensure the place is well kept. Refer to Figure 4.  for 
reference.

In maintaining and managing the parks the following 
considera ons apply

Ac i es and E ents: 
 licenced fitness trainers are permitted to use Hugh 

Bamford Reserve in accordance with Council’s 
Commercial Fitness Training Policy. 

 Hugh Bamford Reserve can also be used for one off 
temporary events’  the approval for events is assessed 
on the potential impact and time of the proposed 
activities, detailed under Council’s Use and Hire of Public 
Open Spaces. 

 Use of both parks for commercial photography is sub ect 
to application and approval and must be undertaken in 
accordance with Councils policies.

Waste Ser ices: 
 Bins are collected by garbage trucks daily, both garbage 

and recycling trucks enter the park. 
 Waste is collected from the Community Hall when 

cleaned by Council staff on a weekly basis. 
 Two general waste bins are located either side of the 

carpark. 
 Waste is collected from the bin collection area beneath 

the golf club building ad acent Military Road. 

Par  Maintenance: 
 Council oversee all the maintenance re uirements of 

Hugh Bamford Reserve. 
 Council currently utilise e uipment stored at the shed in 

Williams Park to assist with maintaining the park. Council 
is generally responsible for maintaining assets such as 
turf, gardens, paving, roads, fences and handrails. 

 Council is also responsible for cleaning the facilities and 
amenities throughout Hugh Bamford Reserve. 

 Williams Park / golf course is under lease and the golf 
course maintenance is undertaken by the Bondi Golf and 
Diggers Club.

Building Maintenance: 
 Council maintain and repair the  Hugh Bamford Reserve 

Community Hall including the amenities within the 
building. 

 The Golf Club Building is the responsibility of the Bondi 
Golf and Diggers Club  under the terms of their lease 

 Due to the age and condition of the building Council are 
assisting in 2 1  with some critical remedial works.

Par ing: 
 Parking to High Bamford Reserve is managed by Council, 

refer to Getting to and Around the Park for details.
 Parking to the Golf and Diggers Club is managed by the 

Club

En ironmental Ser ices: 
 Council is responsible for identifying and implementing 

energy, water savings and renewable opportunities 
within Hugh Bamford Reserve. This includes identifying 
ways to reduce waste to landfill  encouraging visitors 
to use sustainable transport options  educating the 
community on the environmental significance of the 
area  and preparing for the future impacts of climate 
change. 

 Waverley Council has adopted and is implementing the 
Biodiversity Action Plan - Remnant Sites 2014-2020 to 
manage and protect the remnant vegetation and bush 
regeneration with a combination of works by professional 
bushcare contractors and an active volunteer bushcare 
group. 

 Williams Park remnant vegetation is not currently 
covered under Council’s Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 
2 14 2 22 but will be accounted for in future revisions to 
this plan.

 Sa et  and Regu ations  Council Park Rangers patrol 
Hugh Bamford Reserve, enforcing regulations to promote 
safety and e uitable access for visitors. Activities that 
adversely affect other patrons’ pleasure of the park are 
regulated. On occasion rangers and other Council staff 
need to manage antisocial behaviour. 

 Controlled activities include dog walking, consumption 
of alcohol, commercial training, ball games, bicycle 
riding, skateboard riding, use of portable barbecues and 
littering. Dogs are allowed off leash in the grassed area 
around the Hugh Bamford Community Hall. 

 Dogs are prohibited from the playing field area. Dog 
regulation signage could be improved to assist in owner 
education and enforcement. 
The following regulations are enforced in the park

 No camping or staying overnight
 No organised ball games
 No commercial activities
 No skateboards or rollerblades
 No kites or kite activities
 No portable barbecues or open fires 
 Dogs are prohibited on the playing field.
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Figure 4.  Management and Maintenance - e is ng condi ons
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Leases, Licences and Hire: 
 Various licences e ist within the park to deliver services 

and products including those for mobile vendors and 
fitness trainers. 

Williams Par   Golf Course: 
 the Golf Course including the club building is under its 

own lease arrangements with Council that e pired in late 
2 1

 Golf use is operated and managed by the Golf Club.

Sydney Water Se er Infrastructure: 
 Sydney Water holds a number of easements within both 

Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve.  
 Figures 4.6, 4.  and 4.  illustrate the e tent of 

underground tunnels/chambers constructed as part of 
the Bondi STP which lie underneath the northern section 
of Williams Park and under Hugh Bamford Reserve.

 Removal of material above tunnels/chambers has 
potential for impacts on stability of underground 
structures. Any changes to above ground conditions 
would re uire assessment of the Geotechnical and 
Geological risks in liaison with Sydney Water.

 Occasional access is re uired by a large vehicles to the 
rear of the Sydney Water Treatment Plant via the vehicle 
access into Williams Park (and the Bondi Golf Course) 
ad acent the Blair Street unction. 

Ser ice and maintenance access
 Service vehicles access the reserve from Military Road 

or Wentworth Street. The access is gated and locked at 
3 pm. 

 Vehicles that re uire access include the garbage truck, 
Parks sta  with u li es. 

 Access to the playing eld is gated and generally le  
locked unless maintenance tasks are being undertaken to 
the playing eld.

 Occasional access is re uired by a large vehicles to the 
rear of the Sydney Water Treatment Plant via the vehicle 
access into Williams Park ad acent the Blair Street 
unc on. 

 Emergency vehicle access is available to Hugh Bamford 
Reserve during daylight via the carpark access road

 Emergency vehicle access is available to Williams Park at 
the maintenance access road opposite Blair Street

Consulta on as part of the plan of management in 2 1  
iden ed that the community recognises the ma or challenge 
of weed management in the parks and would like to see 
be er outcomes in this and other aspects of landscape 
maintenance.

4. .1. Ma or Issues
i. Poor condi on of Golf Club building 
ii. Funding of building replacement
iii. Iden fying preferred management approach for 

replacement club building
iv. Developing strategy for maintenance of edge one 

between maintained grass and natural bushland
v. Accommoda on for Parks maintenance sta  is not 

ade uate  in par cular if Council is to assume greater 
involvement with Williams Park maintenance

vi. Visual / spa al impact of e is ng maintenance shed near 
Sewer Vent Stack is detrimental to park character

vii. Irriga on of golf course is not ade uate to reduce 
compac on of grass

viii. There is a wide spectrum of views about dog access and 
use of the parks, from too lenient to too strict.
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Image: he e is ng club is nearing the end of its useful and prac cal lifespan

Image: he e is ng maintenance shed blocks and detracts from views at this key cli  top loca on

Image:  Council currently maintains an involvement in maintenance issues in Williams Park related to the cli  edge 

211



212



Vision and 
Direc ons 5

213



Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve Plan of Management 60

5. Vision and Direc ons
5.1. Vision Statement
A vision for Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve was 
dra ed based on community feedback on what people liked 
and wanted to see in the future. The vision is essen al as it 
sets the tone for all future works and prac ces within the two 
open spaces. The following statement captures the aspects 
of what people love about Williams Park and Hugh Bamford 
Reserve and want retained in the future

Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve are much valued 
and loved open spaces for the local community of Bondi.

Nestled above the intense day and night ac vity of Bondi 
Beach they provide a retreat from that world that is both 
calming and invigora ng with it’s uni ue mi  of natural 
and cultural uali es.

At their core the parks are rst and foremost valued as 
natural laces.  The drama and ma esty of the plunging 
sandstone cli s are u taposed with the rolling grasslands 
shaped by earlier genera ons.  The e perience of this 
natural landscape and the contrast it provides to the 
dense urban fabric of the ad oining neighbourhoods is 
fundamental and essen al.

The spectacular panoramic views from the parks re ect 
this diversity ranging from the rugged natural outlooks of 
the coastline and ocean (in which Whale sigh ngs are not 
uncommon) to the iconic views west to Sydney Harbour 
and the Harbour Bridge, and south across Bondi Beach.

It is recognised that a diverse overlay of past cultural 
eritage in uences has had a strong hand in shaping the 

place, ranging from the rock art and embedded storylines 
of Sydney’s rst eo les, to the defences of Sydney 
Harbour and Sydney’s largest ocean sewer ou all.

The parks and the Bondi Golf Club facility also embody a 
strong local c aracter, and are seen as important places 
for locals to immerse in and e perience local community 
away from the frene c high paced environment of Bondi 
Beach.  

The simple old school’ nature of many park features is 
seen as re ec ng and suppor ng this character and an 
important uality to be conserved.

 

Image   The drama of the natural se ng is a key community value
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5.2.3. Playing and Relaxing
C1. Maintain and enhance sports training and related sports 
uses within Hugh Bamford Reserve and community rooms 
within the Club Building to Williams Park.

C2.  Provide adaptable and e ible spaces to accommodate a 
variety of interest groups.

C3.  Enable increased and safe informal recrea onal use of 
Williams Park for such pursuits as walking, si ng and viewing.

C4. Provide high uality ameni es and facili es that support 
recrea onal users.

C5. Priori se ac vi es that are intrinsic to the place, its natural 
and cultural values and that complement the physical site 
condi ons. 

5.2.4. En ancing t e En ironment
D1. Enhance and conserve the natural heritage of the site such 
as vegeta on, land form of the cli  line and hydrology.

D2.  Manage park use and access to areas of environmental 
sensi vity. 

D3. Monitor and adapt to the impacts of increased fre uency 
and/or severity of e treme weather events including climate 
change on the natural and built fabric of the parks.

D4. Promote environmentally sustainable prac ces in the 
management and maintenance of the place.

D5. Consider whole of life cycle cost in the selec on of 
materials and construc on techni ues.

D6. Educate the community about the value of the site’s 
uni ue environment.

5.2.5. Community, Culture and Heritage
E1. Conserve and maintain the built and cultural heritage 
fabric of the park.

E2.  Interpret and tell the story of the place, including 
Aboriginal and Historical themes and storylines.

E3. Strengthen and e press the community values of the site 
by maintaining and enhancing its local role and character  
including its role for community groups and ac vi es.

E4. Ensure the cultural landscape is e pressed in the design 
and management of the site and appropriately integrated with 
the natural environment.

Management and Maintenance
F1. Ma imise the safety of the park environments for users at 
all mes.
F2.  Recognise the challenges of safety in the coastal cli  edge 
environment and apply established precedents for managing 
access that do not compromise the natural e perience.
F3. Facilitate increased community use of Williams Park and 
its facili es and provide the park and facili es with sustainable 
ongoing management. 
F4. Ensure facili es are well maintained and appropriately 
serviced. 
F5. Review and reinforce compliance and regula ons that 
enable a range of users to en oy the park safely. 
F6. Manage vehicle access in the park.

5.2. Direc ons
The following value statements will guide the future 
development and management of Williams Park and Hugh 
Bamford Reserve in line with the vision opposite. The values 
have been tested and are responsive to the site analysis, 
consulta on feedback and best prac ce principles outlined 
throughout this report. For ease of reference and consistency 
the values are focused under the same themed headings as 
previous chapters.

5.2.1. Design and Se ng
A1. Maintain the pre eminence of the open green space and 
natural se ng of the parklands.

A2.  Maintain the casual and low key  character of the 
parklands and facili es.

A3. Enable memorable e periences for all users by celebra ng 
the site’s uni ue character and scenic uali es by providing 
opportuni es to safely en oy views and outlooks.

A4.  Ensure any built form architectural and landscape design 
re ects and compliments the natural se ng and character 
along with being best prac ce and design e cellence.

A5. Ensure materials and nishes fabric is of a high uality, 
are robust, designed to be t the se ng, and considers the 
rela onship to natural cli s and vegeta on.

A6.  Improve the con nuity and coverage of natural 
vegeta on on the site.

A . Provide a sense of arrival to the site at the pedestrian 
access points to the parklands.

A .  Improve the parks visual rela onship with the Sydney 
Water facility and reduce the visual impact of the facility on 
park and neighbourhood character.

5.2.2. Ge ng to and around t e Par
B1. Provide easily iden ed, dis nct arrival points into the 
park.

B2.  Provide compliant all weather access from the Hugh 
Bamford Reserve carpark to the Community Hall.

B3. Provide an informal walking route across grass that links 
to key viewing points and other park features. 

B4. Provide con nuous footpath access to western edge of 
parks (within the Military Road verge).

B5. Implement a way nding strategy for the park. Consider an 
audience of a range of abili es, literacy levels and languages. 
Encompass the physical environment, signage, customer 
service, informa on, brochures, guides and website.

B6. Consider over me an ade uate propor on and 
distribu on of universally accessible facili es connected 
by accessible paths of travel where most compa ble with 
landscape character.

B .  Use vegeta on to increase setback from cli  edge 
situa ons.

B .  Inves gate poten al for a cli  top walkway between 
Hugh Bamford Reserve and Williams Park in liaison with 
Sydney Water.
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. T e Master Plan and 
Ac on Plan

The Master Plan illustrates how the vision and direc ons may 
be realised over the ne t 1  years. Where speci c proposals 
may turn out to be imprac cal due to changing circumstances, 
reference will be made to the vision and values in formula ng 
amendments. The Master Plan has been broken down into a 
series of maps that address each theme.  The Master Plan and 
Ac on Plan is the working part of a plan of management. It 
details the key ac ons and implementa on priori es needed 
to achieve the vision of the Plan of Management for Williams 
Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve. The following tables describe 
the ob ec ves of the Ac on Plan, how they will be achieved, 
who will be responsible, the meframe, the availability of 
funding, the desired outcomes and the monitoring and 
repor ng re uired. Each table detailing the Ac on Plan is 
broken down into the following headings

irec ons ie    etc  In order to achieve the vision 
for Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve, a series of 
values were developed as iden ed in Sec on 5. The values 
provide the main reference point for each set of ac ons and 
combine to achieve the vision. 

Who: There are many Council divisions involved in carrying 
out the ac ons of this Plan. The E ecu ve Managers of these 
areas are responsible for ensuring the ac ons are undertaken. 
These include

 Creating Waverley 
 Clean and Attractive Waverley
 Pro ect Waverley
 Shaping Waverley
 Sustainable Waverley
 Safe Waverley
 Enriching Waverley
 Caring Waverley

Other organisa ons responsible for the implementa on of the 
Plan of Management include

 Bondi Golf and Diggers Club

i e  The ac ons are priori sed and will be achieved in the

 Short term (S) 1 year
 Medium (M) 1 5 years
 Long term (L) 5 1  years
 Ongoing (O)

unding i ica ons  

 E isting funding (E) is mainly associated with recurrent 
park maintenance costs, planning and development. 
Works identified need to be prioritised annually and take 
into account the maintenance and upgrades re uired in 
all of the parks in the Waverley Local Government Area. 

 Other works are to be included in the Long Term 
Financial Plan (LTFP). These LTFP pro ects will need to be 
prioritised by Council. 

 To be determined funding (TBD) involves an initial 
investigation and preparation of a business case to 
Council. Further details of funding opportunities are 
outlined in Chapter .

 Opportunities to obtain grant funding (G) are also noted. 

.1. Design and Se ng
The community values of Williams Park and Hugh Bamford 
Reserve are de ned by the space’s natural se ng and 
landscape character.   To conserve and enhance the place 
future design works will need to carefully consider both 
the func ons and uses to be addressed, and respond to the 
natural and cultural landscape characteris cs. 

There are a range of opportuni es to conserve and at 
the same me enhance these values while improving the 
usability of the parks for the community. The plan aims to 
draw from the e is ng character in uences and op mise the 
e periences provided by both natural and cultural views and 
vistas from a range of loca ons.  Refer to Figure 6.1 for key 
recommenda ons.  The plan seeks to e pand the usability of 
the open spaces in par cular to Williams Park.  However this 
must be facilitated in a manner that conserves the nature and 

uality of e perience that the natural landscape provides.  The 
posi oning and type of facili es is to be carefully considered 
and the conserva on of a landscape character where the 
natural landscape is dominant is to guide planning and design 
and related decision making.

To guide future development building controls have been 
dra ed in the following sec on. Future building works must 
comply with these controls and guidelines.

.1.1. Buildings in t e Par   Building 
Controls

This plan allows for building upgrades and includes guidelines 
for the design of building work. 

.1.1.1. General Re uirements
Development consent must not be granted to development 
within Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve unless the 
consent authority considers that the development conforms 
to the current State Environment Planning Policy (SEPP), 
Waverley Local Environment Plan (LEP), e hibits design 
e cellence, and re ects the character goals setout in this plan. 
In determining whether the development e hibits design 
e cellence, the consent authority must consider the following 
ma ers

i. Development Applica ons must conform to the SEPP. 
With par cular emphasis on

 SEPP (Coastal Management) 2 1 , Part 2  Development 
Controls for Coastal Management Areas

ii. Development Applica ons must conform to the Waverley 
LEP. With par cular emphasis on

 Part 5, Clause 5.5 Development within the Coastal Zone, 
and

 Part 5, Clause 5.10 Heritage Conservation.
iii. Development Applica ons should be referred to the 

Design E cellence Panel.
iv. Whether the form and e ternal appearance of the 

development will improve the uality and amenity of the 
public domain.

218



Figure 6.1  Design and se ng:  he Masterplan

Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve Plan of Management 65

Provide discrete lookout 
platform at cliff edge

Provide seating / viewing 
platform set back from 
rock platform

Club building replacement 
to provide iconic built form 
appropriate to place and 
community qualities

Consider lighting level of proposed 
continuous pedestrian footpath to 
Military Road edge
 

Improve presentation of park 
edge to street

Liase with Sydney Water for 
potential screen / upgrade of 
fence / gate edge

Upgrade existing lookout 
with pavement landing 
and interpretation

Upgrade existing park seat 
and integrate interpretation 
at viewing point

Modify Community Hall to: 
- integrate windows and 
- potential external terrace 
at east and or west end
- provide day to day publicly 
accessible toilets

BLAIR STREET

MILI
TA

RY R
OAD

M
ILI

TA
RY

 R
OAD

W
EN

TW
O

RTH ST

O’DONNEL STREET

WALLIS PARADE

HASTINGS PARADE

HASTINGS PARADE

WALLIS PAPP RADE

HHASTINGSS PPAAPPP RRAAD

KEY
Plan of Management boundary

Maintain key views

PLANTING TYPES

Embankment and boundary 
vegeta on corridor
- manage weeds
- consolidate bu er one
- maintain key views

Cli  edge vegeta on corridor
- manage weeds
- connect  consolidate e is ng vegeta on
- plant recrea onal edge / residual areas
- integrate fencelines into vegetated ones

Golf Course vegeta on swathes
- plant heath vegeta on between golf 
holes to enhance habitat

Maintained grass parkland / 
recrea onal area

Upgrade entries

Key Pro ect as labelled

Interpret historic feature

Natural stone outcrop

219



Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve Plan of Management 66

v. Whether the development has a detrimental impact on 
view corridors.

vi. How the development addresses the following ma ers
 The suitability of the land for development.
 E isting and proposed uses, and mi ing uses.
 Heritage issues and site constraints.
 The relationship of the development with other 

development (e isting or proposed) on the same site or 
on neighbouring sites in terms of separation, setbacks, 
amenity and urban form.

 Bulk, massing and modulation of buildings.
 Environmental impacts such as sustainable design, 

overshadowing, wind and reflectivity.
 The achievement of the principles of ecologically 

sustainable development, refer to actions under 
Enhancing the Environment for guidance.

 Pedestrian, cycle, vehicular and service access, 
circulation and re uirements.

 The impact on, and any proposed improvements to the 
park.

 Principles of View Sharing.2

.1.1.2. T e Williams Par  Club building
The Club building to Williams Park has historically been 
aligned with the Bondi Golf Club and has housed the Golf Club 
opera on, a bistro and bar to the upper level and a series of 
community spaces leased for community sports and other 
ac vi es.  To the east of the main building is a 1 35 sandstone 
shed structure that housed the original club.  This has a local 
heritage lis ng in the Waverley LEP.

The buildings as of mid 2 1  are in poor condi on and Council 
undertook to spend 5 , .  to stabilise the structures 
to make them safe for ongoing use.  The Engineering report 
that underpinned the stabilisa on works notes that the works 
would enable use of the facility for up to 5 years, beyond 
which more ma or refurbishment would be re uired.  The 
report indicated that a knock down and re build was the most 
prac cal op on func onally and nancially for Council.

As such this plan recommends that a Council owned 
community club facility is redeveloped on the club building 
site that can cater for e is ng and e panded community use 
and bene ts.  In addi on to the General Re uirements, the 
following controls must be adhered to. Future re development 
of the community club building must ensure the reten on 
of e is ng community roles to cater for e is ng and future 
demand for services. Future development must also support 
the recrea onal ac vi es in the park by providing toilets and 
sta  ameni es with space for a Council parks o ce.  

In summary, future development must include

 i. Building uses
  Community bistro and bar
  Leased space for golf club operations
  Community activity spaces for leasing / rental by service 

providers to sports recreation activities 
  Council parks office to suppport parks operations staff 

and their activities
  Publicly accessible toilets to serve Williams Park

7 NSW Caselaw  Tenacity Consul ng vs Warringah Council 004  NSWLEC 
140  Viewed 7 April 01  h ps //www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/54
f 3b3 4262463ad cc6

  Multipurpose half court space ad oining upper level 
within Williams Park for ball games and event use

 ii. Setbacks
  Setbacks and building envelope to be identified by 

separate Council study.
 iii. Basement Parking
  Provide basement parking to serve tenants of the 

building
  provide access to the Council Parks office facility
 iv. Massing, Design and  Visual impact.

 Building heights (with the e ception of e isting 
structures, proposed balustrade or, proposed lifts, or 
proposed plant) to be determined by future Council 
study.

 Building plant and machine rooms must be screened.
 Consider key view corridors from the park to Bondi 

Beach
 v. Access and vehicles.

 Maintain unrestricted and direct pedestrian access 
along Military Road footpath.

 Provide direct pedestrian access from the Williams Park 
walking routes either end of the new development.

 Not allow vehicle maneuvering or parking to cross 
pedestrian building entrances and pedestrian paths of 
travel.

i. Environment and Heritage
 Building upgrade must consider the impact on the 

cliff and coastal environment in accordance with 
the relevant State and Local Government policies on 
heritage and environment.

 Building must conserve or interpret as determined by 
future Council studies the heritage value of the Golf 
Club shed and path / stair access east of the building to 
Military Road.2

.1.1.3. Hug  Bamford Community Hall
This plan recommends inves ga on of the following 
improvements to the community hall building

 i. Provide publicly accessible toilets
 ii.  Introduce windows on some facades for natural light
 iii. Investigate potential deck area ad oining building to 

e tend functionality of internal space

.1.1.4. Alterna e Designs
Notwithstanding any of the building development 
controls, alterna ve designs will be considered where it is 
demonstrated that the building development controls above 
do not result in the best planning and design outcome. 
Alterna ve designs can be prepared sub ect to compliance 
with the criteria listed below and consistency with the Vision 
and Direc ons in Sec on 6, and the General Re uirements in 
Design and Se ng of the Williams Park and Hugh Bamford 
Reserve Plan of Management.

i. Alterna ve designs should demonstrate there are no 
addi onal adverse impacts, when compared to the 
building development controls, rela ng to heritage, 
views, visual bulk, access, overshadowing, and the public 
domain.

ii. Alterna ve designs should demonstrate ra onale and 
uan able evidence for devia ng from the building 

development controls.

 GML Heritage  Heritage Assessment of Williams Park and Hugh Bamford 
Reserve 01
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.1.2. Ac on Plan
Category Ac on Time W o $
A1. Maintain the pre eminence of the natural se ng of the parklands
A1.1 Ensure building design address future needs, is visually 

unobtrusive, does not detract from the natural landscape 
character of the park, is in keeping with the Landscape 
Conserva on Area status of Williams Park.

O Shaping Waverley,
Crea ng Waverley

LTFP

A1.2 Ensure landscape design

i. Maintains the natural topography
ii. Maintains and reveals views through the parks and to the 

beach and cli  line
iii. Maintains areas of e posed natural rock where prac cal
iv. Maintains the natural character of Williams Park
v. Maintains the natural character of views at the cli  edge
vi. Uses informal plan ng design in the parks  and
vii. Maintains the landscape conserva on area status of Williams 

Park

O Crea ng Waverley LTFP

A1.3 Maintain and reveal views through the site. O Crea ng Waverley,
Clean and A rac ve,
Sustainable Waverley

LTFP 
/ E

A2.  Maintain the landscape character of the parklands and facili es
A2.1 Consider the design and materials fabric of any proposed works in 

the conte t of the desired reten on or the landscape character to 
the parks.

O Shaping Waverley,
Crea ng Waverley

LTFP

A2.2 Consider Hugh Bamford Reserve for the poten al future provision 
of a universally accessible all weather path loop that can provide a 
walking loop around the park and access to the proposed viewing 
points.

L Shaping Waverley,
Crea ng Waverley

LTFP

A3.  Enable memorable e periences for all users by celebra ng the site’s uni ue character and scenic uali es and 
providing opportuni es to safely en oy views and outlooks
A3.1 Inves gate design and implement small viewing pla orm at north 

east corner of Hugh Bamford Reserve to view natural coast and 
ocean from top of cli .

L Crea ng Waverley LTFP

A3.2 Inves gate design and implement new park entry o  Wentworth 
Street to view panoramic views across Bondi Beach and bay and 
south along coast.

M Crea ng Waverley LTFP

A3.3 Design and implement upgrade of e is ng semicircular viewing 
area over Bondi Beach and bay including paved apron and view / 
heritage interpreta on.  Interpret signi cance of views to harbour 
from various points for Aboriginal people.

S Crea ng Waverley LTFP

A3.4 Inves gate design and implement sea ng and viewing pla orm 
set back from rock pla orm near e is ng maintenance shed and 
heritage sewer stack.  Design to encourage viewing from setback 
loca on due to greater eleva on.

L Crea ng Waverley LTFP

A3.5 Inves gate design and implement minor upgrade of golf tees 
as si ng and viewing areas in liaison with Golf Club  to enable 
enhanced use on golf free days  or at golf free mes .

M Shaping Waverley,
Crea ng Waverley

LTFP

A4.  Ensure any built form architectural and landscape design re ects and compliments the natural se ng and 
casual character along with  being best prac ce and design e cellence
A4.1 Ensure future building works are complimentary to their 

surroundings. Works to ensure compliance of new building works 
to the building controls outlined in the Master Plan.

O Shaping Waverley, 
Crea ng Waverley, 
Pro ect Waverley,

TBD
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Category Ac on Time W o $
A4.2 Develop a detailed Landscape Master Plan for the site. Works must 

ensure

i. Design meets ob ec ves outlined in the Plan of Management
ii. Access routes integrate with new / e isting park features  and
iii. Proposals integrate with coordinated approach to 

interpretation.

S Crea ng Waverley E

A4.3 Inves gate, design and implement upgrades to the Hugh Bamford 
Community Hall to address a range of issues as outlined in 6.1.1.3
 i. Provide publicly accessible toilets
 ii.  Introduce windows on some facades for natural light  and
 iii. Investigate potential deck area ad oining building to e tend 

functionality of internal space

M Crea ng Waverley, 
Facili es

LTFP

A4.4 Develop a plan ng schedule and materials pale e based on 
Council’s Public Domain Technical Manual that preserves the 
integrity of the site and considers signi cant view corridors.

S Crea ng Waverley, 
Sustainable Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve 
Waverley

E

A4.5 Develop a ligh ng plan for the park that considers

i. Pole top ligh ng to ma or pathways in area of Williams 
Park Community Club building and Hugh Bamford Reserve 
Community Hall

ii. Ligh ng the en re area of training eld at Hugh Bamford 
Reserve

iii. Ligh ng to the access routes to Hugh Bamford Reserve  and 
iv. Ligh ng to buildings.

S Crea ng Waverley LTFP

A5. Ensure materials and nishes fabric is of a high uality, is robust, designed to be t the se ng, and considers 
the rela onship to natural cli s and vegeta on.
A5.1 Ensure future plan ng design is consistent with the character 

areas / vegeta on types iden ed in A.4.
O Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve,
Sustainable Waverley

LTFP

A5.2 Ensure the selec on of materials is appropriate to its se ng as per 
A2.1.

O Crea ng Waverley E

A6.  Improve the con nuity and coverage of natural vegeta on on the site
A6.1 Plan and implement consolida on of vegeta on corridors as per 

ac ons iden ed in D. 
S Crea ng Waverley LTFP

A . Provide a sense of arrival to the site at the numerous pedestrian access points to the parklands
A .1 Upgrade e is ng access points as per B having regard for character 

ob ec ves iden ed at A2.
S Crea ng Waverley LTFP

A .  Improve the parks visual rela onship with the Sydney Water facility and reduce the visual impact of the facility 
on park and neighbourhood character
A .1 Supplement bu er vegeta on as per D. S Crea ng Waverley LTFP
A .2 Liaise with Sydney Water for poten al to enhance the visual 

treatment of the facility frontage to Military Road.  This could 
include modi ca ons to the gate and buildings facade beyond to 
provide an enhanced visual frontage.

M Crea ng Waverley LTFP

Syd 
Water
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.2. Ge ng to and around t e Par
Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve provide a 
challenging environment for decision making regarding 
access and accessibility.  In addi on to generally being 
undula ng to steep topography, key community values 
around the natural se ng and an undeveloped character 
dictate that any access needs to be sensi vely planned and 
implemented.  This plan generally recommends that in the 
short to medium term no hard surfaced paths or tracks are 
provided through Hugh Bamford Reserve and Williams Park.  
This is with the e cep on of the accessible path link to the 
Community Hall from the carpark at Hugh Bamford Reserve, 
and at the threshold of entries into the parks where a hard 
surfaced apron is necessary.

The plan recommends that in the longer term a hard 
surfaced path loop might be considered to the perimeter of 
Hugh Bamford Reserve which could provide universal access 
to the proposed coastal viewing points, and take advantage 
of the carpark and manageable gradients.  Within Williams 
Park generally hard surfaced paths are to be avoided in order 
to conserve the natural landscape character of the coastal 
cli  edge.  Access to the proposed redeveloped Community 
Club facility from Military Road on the site of the e is ng 
Golf Club building should be upgraded, taking into account 
the local heritage values of the e is ng sandstone steps 
and walling to the east of the club site.  Generally all entry 
points to the park should be upgraded to be more visible 
and welcoming and provide a safe and func onal access into 
the park.  A paved threshold and relevant signage should be 
provided at each of these loca ons.

To the eastern side of Military Road it is proposed to 
consolidate the e is ng fragmented verge footpath to 
provide a con nuous pedestrian linkage along the park 
frontage.  This will provide safe access from kerbside parking 
to park the entry points and to e is ng bus stops.  In several 
loca ons the slope of the e is ng bank and e is ng trees 
will preclude working within the e is ng verge to provide a 
pedestrian path.  In these loca ons it is proposed to widen 
the verge by removal of some kerbside parking (es mated 
as  spaces overall) to facilitate the pedestrian path.  This 
work should  also consider the safety and func onality of 
pedestrian access crossing Military Road from east west 
streets including Murrieverie Road, O’Donnell Street, 
Blair Street and Walls Parade.  Where possible the works 
can integrate safe crossing facili es at these loca ons.  
The Military Road works should be considered in early 
conceptual design in integra on with other proposed tra c 
ini a ves to Military Road, to ensure that a considered and 
coordinated solu on is provided.

To the access road to the Hugh Bamford Reserve carpark it is 
proposed that a pedestrian walking one is de ned through 
line marking to provide a safer walking route for those who 
use this steep access.

Refer to Figure 6.2 for a summary of these key 
recommenda ons.

Image   View south of cli  edge to Williams Park / Golf Course
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Figure 6.   Ge ng around the parks:  The Masterplan
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.2.1. Ac on Plan
Category Ac on Time W o $
B1. Provide easily iden ed, dis nct arrival points into the park
B1.1 Military Road at Murrie erie St

i. Upgrade e is ng entry with improved handrails.
ii. Make good walking steps. 
iii. Provide signage.

S Crea ng Waverley E

B1.2 Military Road at access road to Hug  Bamford Reser e car ar
i. Provide pedestrian transi on from footpath to designated shared 

one to access road.
ii. Paint mark shared one as preferred one for pedestrian 

movement. 
iii. Provide signage.

S Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B1.3 Military Road at sout  boundary of Sydney ater facility near 
O Donnell Street

i. Provide  hard surfaced threshold at entry and up slope to rear of 
golf tee to prevent erosion at entry.

ii. Provide signage.

M Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B1.4 Military Road at Blair Street maintenance road
i. Provide  hard surfaced walkable access past boom gate.
ii. Provide signage.

M Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B1.5 Military Road at Walls Parade
i. Provide hard surfaced access path from Military Road footpath as 

part of Club building redevelopment.
ii. Provide signage.

L Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B1.6 Military Road at sandstone ste s east of club
i. Provide hard surfaced access path from Military Road footpath as 

part of Club building redevelopment.   
ii. Provide signage.
iii. Review poten al for interim works to make this entry safer and 

easier to use

L
Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B1. Ne  Entry at Went ort  Street
i. Inves gate poten al for provide new pedestrian entry to park 

directly to carpark level.  
ii. Carry out community consulta on. 
iii. Integrate viewing area with steps as per 6.1.1.3.
iv. Provide signage.

L Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B2.  Provide compliant all weather access from the Hugh Bamford Reserve carpark to the Community Hall
B2.1 i. Implement compliant universal access and all weather path 

access from carpark to doors of Community Hall as per current 
Council works plan.  

S Crea ng Waverley E

B3. Provide an informal walking route across grass that links to key viewing points and other park features
B3.1 In es ga on and lanning

i. Review precedents of grassed walking routes to iden fy likely 
management challenges and develop approach.

ii. Review and con rm the walking route and map as basis for 
implementa on and promo on

iii. Coordinate opening and implementa on with Golf Free  day 
implementa on to Williams Park as per 6.3

S Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B3.2 i. Implement localised regrading of golf course embankments at 
key locations to improve ease of walking access

 ad acent Sydney Water boundary  near Military Road (entry 3)
 to residen al boundary in the south east corner of Williams 

Park

M Crea ng Waverley LTFP
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Image:  Steep verge areas on Military Road will re uire localised earthworks and low walling to enable pedestrian path construc on.  To speci c 
areas removal of parking is re uired to con nue path
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Category Ac on Time W o $
B3.3 Signage and mar er strategy

i. Develop integrated approach to way nding and walking route 
markers with heritage interpreta on as per B3.5   build in 
poten al to retro t heritage interpreta on component to marker 
posts.

ii. Develop materials and design approach and prototype

S Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B3.4 Hug  Bamford Reser e
i. Implement suppor ng ac ons where possible  related to other 

park features on the walking loop (such as viewing point, fence 
upgrades)

ii. Implement walking route marker posts

M Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B3.5 Williams Par
i. Coordinate with inves ga on and planning of Golf Free days / 

Golf free mes
i. Implement suppor ng ac ons where possible  related to other 

park features on the walking loop (such as viewing point, in ll 
plan ng)

ii. Implement walking route marker posts

M Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B4. Provide con nuous footpath access to western edge of parks (within the Military Road verge).
B4.1 In es ga on and design coordina on

i. Iden fy and coordinate with related pro ects to Military Road.  
Pursue e ec ve compromise between tra c bus and pedestrian 
ob ec ves

ii. Undertake community consulta on

S Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B4.2 Design
i. Develop design for implementa on of integrated pro ect taking 

into account
 con nuous pedestrian path ad oining kerb
 integra on with park entries
 integra on with safe crossing points to Military Road
 integra on with other Military Road tra c works

S Crea ng Waverley LTFP

B4.3 Im lementa on
i. Implement works on site

M Crea ng Waverley LTFP
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Category Ac on Time W o $
B5. Implement a way nding strategy for the parks.
B5.1 Way nding System

Implement a way nding strategy for Williams Park and High Bamford 
Reserve with considera on of the following

i. Support legibility and cohesion to and throughout the park by 
using consistent sign systems, colour/contrast, street furniture, 
trees, landmarks and other landscape features

ii. Improve signage loca ons so they are placed at ma or decision
making points and all primary and secondary points into the 
park

iii. Ensure that the physical placement, installa on and illumina on 
of signs enhances legibility when viewed from a distance

iv. Create an informed and complete user e perience by ensuring 
the coverage of signage throughout the en re park area

v. Use consistent signage te t, graphic style, pictograms and 
loca ons. Increase font and map si e and contrast, use a plain 
background for printed informa on

vi. Improve communica on of direc onal and warning messages 
for all park users, including people who are blind or have a 
vision impairment. Consider using Braille and tac le elements/
informa on at ma or access points

vii. Incorporate interac ve way nding technology into signage and 
informa on

viii. Ensure sign mapping iden es and provides informa on on 
accessible paths and step free paths

i . Provide informa on at an op mal height so that it is clearly 
visible by a person while either seated or standing

. Provide ade uate colour contrast between the sign and the 
symbol and the surface surrounding the sign  eg. wall or 
background  and

i. On Green Links signage, provide informa on on accessible 
pathway networks and links.

S Crea ng Waverley TBD

B5.2 Promo on and a areness
i. Provide o site informa on on access and mobility to and within 

the parks. Develop an Access Guide that includes informa on 
on transport op ons, accessible parking and transport, drop o  
area, access pathways and the like.

ii. Provide detailed informa on on Council’s website on accessible 
compliant public transport links and how to arrive at the parks.

O Crea ng Waverley TBD

B6. Consider over me an ade uate propor on and distribu on of universally accessible facili es connected by 
accessible paths of travel where most compa ble with landscape character
B6.1 Hug  Bamford Reser e

i. Monitor poten al for a par al connec on or full access loop to 
Hugh Bamford Reserve providing all weather compliant access.

ii. Connect to park features such as lookouts, nature play and the 
like implemented to date and which may be implemented in the 
future.

L Crea ng Waverley TBD

B6.2 Williams Par
i. Provide at grade access from Military Road frontage into 

redeveloped Club Building.
ii. Provide li  access from basement parking into redeveloped Club 

Building.

L Crea ng Waverley TBD
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Category Ac on Time W o $
B .  Use vegeta on to increase setback from edge situa ons.
B .1 i. Review loca ons where safety or environmental condi ons make 

it desirable to set back / control pedestrian movement.
ii. Plan and implement wider vegeta on bu er at iden ed 

embankment / cli  edges.

O Crea ng Waverley TBD

B . Inves gate poten al for a cli  edge link between Hugh Bamford Reserve and Williams Park in liaison with 
Sydney Water
B .1 In es ga on and liaison

i. Liaise with Sydney water for the poten al provision of a cli  
boardwalk access across the seaward side of the Sydney Water 
facility to create an iconic park e perience and op mum viewing 
point to cli s and ocean.

ii. E plore funding opportuni es.
iii. Inves gate geotechnical and structural constraints and 

opportuni es.
iv. Benchmark other similar coast walk scenarios and e amine 

security and safety strategies.

L Crea ng Waverley TBD

B .2 Design
i. Undertake engineering design in liaison with Sydney water.
ii. Develop design integra ng walking pla orm and si ng / viewing 

opportuni es.

L Crea ng Waverley TBD

B .3 Im lementa on
i. Secure funding.
ii. Implement.
iii. Manage in liaison with Sydney Water.

L Crea ng Waverley TBD

Image:  View north towards Sydney Water facility and proposed loca on of cli  walk 
Also in foreground one of poten al widening of vegeta on bu er ad oining embankment edge / cli  edge
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.3. Playing and Relaxing
The plan of management seeks to ensure that Hugh 
Bamford Reserve and Williams Park ma imise recrea on 
and leisure bene ts for the Waverley community.  This has 
to be achieved in the conte t of the conserva on of the key 
natural and heritage values of the parks.

At the me of wri ng in 2 1  Waverley Council was in 
the process of developing an Open Space and Recrea on 
Strategy for the LGA.  Interim outcomes from this work 
con rmed that the Council area is signi cantly under 
resourced for sports elds in rela on to local demand for 
sports ac vi es.  Council is focussed on suppor ng ac ve 
recrea on in the community and as one of the larger open 
spaces in the Council area Williams Park should come under 
considera on for its poten al to help address broader 
recrea onal needs.  This could be further us ed by the 
rela vely low usage levels of the Bondi Golf Course in 
rela on to other public nine hole courses in Sydney, and the 
need to consider uses that could increase the community use 
and bene t of the open space.

To inform such a discussion the plan of management 
process has included the inves ga on of Williams Park for 
poten al sports eld development.  This iden ed that the 
undula ng landform and available space make the provision 
of a sports eld even at minimum senior compe on si e 
problema c. In par cular the conte t of landscape and visual 
management re uirements for the site under the Landscape 
Conserva on Area lis ng in the Waverley LEP, means that the 
scale of earthworks and poten al civil structures would likely 
create unsustainable impacts.

In addi on the need to provide for o  street parking to 
support a sports eld facility adds to the poten al impacts 
both to the landscape se ng and to local tra c and amenity.

As such the plan recommends that while the e is ng 
sports usage of the half eld at Hugh Bamford Reserve is 
maintained and enhanced with be er access to toilets and 
drinking fountains, a playing eld at Williams Park is not 
supported.

To address the anomaly of the limited use of Williams Park 
beyond golf, it is proposed that a shared use regime is 
planned and implemented.  In this proprosed approach Golf 
remains as a core use of Williams Park but on speci c days 
and at speci c mes Williams Park is proposed to be Golf 
Free .  The aim is to encourage broader walking and passive 
recrea onal use of the park which does occur currently but is 
constrained due to the safety issues with walking access over 
an ac ve Golf Course.

Refer to Figure 6.3 for key recommenda ons.

Image   walking over grass  one of the key proposed recrea onal pursuits 
for Williams park and Hugh Bamford Reserve
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Figure 6.3  Playing and rela ing:  The Masterplan
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Provide day to day publicly 
accessible toilets as part of 
Community Hall

Nature play landscape 
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vegetation
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Maintain current recreational 
use of half field

New viewing platform 
integrating seating

Upgrade seating at golf 
tee lookout / rest point

Half Court space to frontage 
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Redevelop club building as multi-purpose 
“Hub” integrating Council operations facility

Shared Public Use
- Investigate, plan and implement golf free days 
enabling park use of golf course on designated 
days/times each week

Golf Course layout
- Reconfigure Golf Course layout to improve 
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.3.1. Ac on Plan
Category Ac on Time W o $
C1.  Maintain and enhance sports training and related sports uses within Hugh Bamford Reserve and community 
rooms within Club Building to Williams Park
C1.1 Hug  Bamford Reser e recrea onal use

i. Con nue sports club and community group use of Hugh 
Bamford Reserve for sports and related uses.

ii. Maintain day to day use of level grassed area at Hugh Bamford 
as a community village green.

iii. Con nue community group use of Hugh Bamford Reserve 
Community hall for community ac vi es.

O Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve 
Waverley

E

C1.2 Dog access
i. Maintain current o  leash dog controls to Hugh Bamford 

Reserve.
ii. Monitor poten al for me managed o  leash dog access to 

village green area of Hugh Bamford Reserve (for e ample o  
leash dog access allowable up ll 6.3 am and a er . pm in 
summer).

iii. Golf free public access to Golf Course area to be on leash only.

O Crea ng Waverley,

Safe Waverley

E

C1.3 Williams Par
Maintain and enhance the capacity of a Williams Park club facility to 
provide for a variety of community group usage.

O Crea ng Waverley E

C2. Provide adaptable and e ible spaces to accommodate a variety of interest groups.
C2.1 Hug  Bamford Reser e 

Provide ade uate facili es to support day to day recrea onal use 
but avoid enhancements or facili es which can limit the long term 

e ibility of use.

O Crea ng Waverley, 
Pro ect Waverley

TBD

C2.2 Williams Par  
Inves gate enhancements which facilitate passive recrea onal access 
and use of the park without unduly impac ng golf usage.

O Crea ng Waverley TBD

C3. Enable enhanced informal recrea onal use of Williams Park for such pursuits as walking, si ng and viewing
C3.1 Liaise with Golf Club to plan and manage Golf Free days and me 

slots.
S Crea ng Waverley 

BGDC
TBD

C3.2 Review golf course layout in collabora on with Golf Club and iden fy 
and implement opportuni es to recon gure layout and playing 
format to enhance safety to Military Road and on course.

S Crea ng Waverley 
BGDC

TBD

C3.3 Trial and re ne Golf Free days and me slots. S Crea ng Waverley TBD
C3.4 Enhance passive recrea onal amenity through sea ng and other 

elements to Williams Park.
S Crea ng Waverley TBD

C4. Provide high uality ameni es and facili es that support recrea onal users
C4.1 i. Monitor the provision of facili es across the parks to cater 

e ec vely for / and support community use.
ii. Ensure facili es provision and use is compa ble with the 

conserva on of natural uali es and low key character within 
the parks.

O Crea ng Waverley TBD

C5. Priori se ac vi es that are intrinsic to the place, its cultural values and which complement the physical 
loca on
C3.1 Do not permit overtly commercial use of the park or any high impact 

events that are inappropriate to the loca on. Do not permit high
impact events as classi ed in Waverley Councils Events Policy 2015.

O Enriching Waverley E
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Image:  View south from golf tee in area of tee for hole 5.  Views from the course are highly valued as part of passive recrea onal e periences

Category Ac on Time W o $
C3.2 Support occasional community events and not for pro t 

organisa ons hos ng charity events, in accordance with the 
Waverley Council Outdoor Events Management and Delivery 
Guidelines, Waverley Council Events Policy, and Waverley Council 
Venue Hire Grants Program.

O Enriching Waverley E

C3.3 Plan and implement nature based play environments to the fringes 
of Hugh Bamford Reserve.

M Crea ng Waverley LTFP

C3.4 Plan and implement half court facility integrated with redevelopment 
of Williams Park Club building.  Develop as shared use hard stand 
space suitable to be used for community events with poten al 
community arts component.

L Crea ng Waverley LTFP
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.4. En ancing t e En ironment
In planning for the future, the key intrinsic value of Williams 
Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve is the uni ue natural 
environment.   

Conse uently, environmental values are at the forefront 
of any future works in the park and integrate with many 
proposals iden ed under other themes and their respec ve 
ac on plans. 

To date, Council has completed strategic plans and are 
underway implemen ng ac ons that aim to conserve 
remnant vegeta on and to support and improve the e is ng 
bushland of the parks. 

This Plan of Management does not provide ac ons that 
relate directly to the management of bushland or remnant 
vegeta on, but aims to support these works by aligning 
the master plan and ac on plan with the works scheduled, 
par cularly in the Biodiversity Ac on Plans and Ecological 
Restora on Ac on Plans. Council will con nue to coordinate, 
support and engage Professional Bush Regenerators and 
liaise with volunteer bushcare groups to undertake the 
ac ons iden ed in these environment and ecological 
speci c plans.

There is more work to do, par cularly in managing weeds 
within the parks, and in ensuring that recrea onal use 
e ec vely co e ists with the natural environment. 

Conse uently, the Master Plan and Ac on Plan focuses on 
these works. Refer to Figure 6.4 for ma or recommenda ons.

Image   enhanced vegeta on bu er ones to edges can assist in 
management of access and of invasive grasses to embankments
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Figure 6.4  Enhancing the environment:  The Masterplan

Upgrade fencing
- integrate within vegetated 
zone where possible
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stronger vegetated links

Extend vegetation to define 
‘no go’ zone to rock outcrops

Increase vegetated 
buffer to eroded gully / 
Murriverie Pass

Extend line of vegetation into 
parkland to enable stronger 
vegetated links and buffer

Ensure redevelopment of 
building precinct integrates 
best practice sustainability 
and environmental performance 

Golf Course planting zones introduced 
in liaison with Golf Club to enhance 
habitat values

Weed management and revegetation 
of embankment. Increase width of 
revegetated bank / buffer where possible

Weed management and revegetation 
of embankment by Sydney Water as 
part of wall replacement project
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revegetation of embankment
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holes to enhance habitat
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recrea onal area

Natural stone outcrop
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.4.1. Ac on Plan
Category Ac on Time W o S
D1. Enhance the natural heritage of the site such as vegeta on, land form and hydrology.
D1.1 Support ac ons iden ed in the Biodiversity Ac on Plan  

Remnant Sites 2 14 2 2 .
O Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

E

D1.2 Update the Council wide Biodiversity Ac on Plan 2 14 2 2  to 
include Williams Park.

O Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

E

D1.3 Support habitat by increasing connec vity and width of 
na ve vegeta on ones and by progressively managing weed 
encroachment to the coastal edge.

O Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

LTFP

D1.4 Support habitat by increasing connec vity and width of 
na ve vegeta on ones and by progressively managing weed 
encroachment to the Military Road edge of the site and to 
boundaries of the Sydney Water facility and residen al edges.

O Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

LTFP

D1.5 Con nue to support the Bushcare program and professional 
contractors to undertake regenera on to remnant vegeta on 
in accordance with the Biodiversity Ac on Plan  Remnant Sites 
2 14 2 2 . 

O Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

E

D1.6 In liaison with Golf Club inves gate opportuni es to introduce 
narrow dri s of na ve groundcover and shrub plan ng 
through the golf course between holes.  Implement plan ng.

O Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley, Golf Club,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

LTFP

D1. Coordinate replacement of fencing to loca ons in Hugh 
Bamford Reserve and Williams Park with ac ons D1.4 and 
D2.1 and provide planted one to the front of fencelines where 
possible to reduce visibility.

S Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

LTFP

D1. Retain the rolling natural landform and character of the site 
in par cular to Williams Park, minimising any regrading, or 
walling construc on that has poten al to change the character 
of the site and views to it.

O Crea ng Waverley TBC

D2. Manage park use and access to areas of environmental sensi vity 
D2.1 Provide vegeta on bu ers to edge of steep embankments and 

cli s to assist with access management and enhance habitat 
values.

S Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley

LTFP

D2.2 Improve management of unc on of maintained grass to na ve 
vegeta on areas to control e o c grass infesta on of natural 
vegeta on ones as part of bush regenera on works.

S Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley

LTFP

D3. Monitor and adapt to the e ects of climate change.
D3.1 Reduce demand for potable water for management of 

recrea onal grassed areas within the parks.
O Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Pro ect Waverley

TBD

D3.2 Design buildings and landscape works to consider 
environmental sustainability and adapta on to future clima c 
condi ons.

O Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley

TBD

D4. Promote environmentally sustainable prac ces in the management and maintenance of the place.
D3.1 Assess the condi on of the e is ng irriga on system to the 

Golf Course and repair/replace as re uired.
O Clean and A rac ve Waverley TBD
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D3.2 Inves gate e tending the irriga on system to Hugh Bamford 
Reserve and integra ng stormwater harves ng. 

S Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

TBD

Category Ac on Time W o S
D3.3 Develop a sustainable waste management plan for the parks. S Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

LTFP

D3.4 Reduce and minimise water use and waste water genera on, 
works to consider

i. Con nue to harvest water from the stormwater system 
and monitor rates and use to ensure ade uate supply for 
park irriga on and building use

ii. Ensure sta  awareness of the importance of resource 
conserva on

iii. Visitor educa on on the importance of water 
conserva on through appropriate signage  and

iv. Installa on of water saving devices on taps and use of 
water saving appliances.

S Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Pro ect Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

TBD

D3.5 Conserve energy and resources throughout the park and 
buildings, works should

i. Generate renewable energy  and
ii. Use energy e cient tures and appliances.

O Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

TBD

D4. Consider whole of life cycle cost in the selec on of materials and construc on techni ues.
D4.1 E plore op ons for the improvement and implementa on of 

environmental sustainability through such measures as site 
design, layout and building design

i. Consider the use of local materials in the construc on of 
buildings and infrastructure

ii. Design buildings with the local clima c condi ons in 
mind, with considera on of local hea ng and cooling 
re uirements  and

iii. Minimise impact on the environment through 
appropriate footprint design and techni ues.

O Sustainable Waverley,

Pro ect Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley

TBD

D5. Educate the community about the value of the sites uni ue environment.
D5.1 Support programs that provide environmental educa on on

site.
O Sustainable Waverley E

D5.2 Incorporate environmental informa on on promo onal 
materials and signs.

O Crea ng Waverley,

Sustainable Waverley

TBD
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.5. Community, Culture and Heritage
Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve present a uni ue 
suite of cultural heritage uali es which need to be e ec vely 
conserved and managed.  At the same me there is also great 
poten al to add to the recrea onal e perience of the parks 
and the local area, through the e pression and celebra on of 
those heritage uali es.

The Plan of Management aims to reveal the site’s heritage 
values by integra ng interpreta ve mediums to draw 
a en on to, and e plain the origins and heritage value of, the 
heritage items within the parks. 

Each of the heritage features in the parks has poten al 
to be interpreted as part of a coordinated approach that 
places that element in the broader natural conte ts of 
the natural environment, Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and 
European Cultural Heritage.  It is recommended that the 
heritage approach to the parks is mul layered e plaining the 
integra on between the natural, Aboriginal and European 
narra ves.

Poten al to plan and implement interpre ve events  that 
provide an ephemeral but impac ul awareness of heritage 
values with the community should also be e plored as part of 
the heritage interpreta on approach.

Addi onally, the plan recommends to con nue suppor ng 
e is ng and future community uses and groups that bene t 
from the site and its facili es. 

Heritage conserva on, management and interpreta on must 
be undertaken in considera on of the Heritage Study Review 
for Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve 2019 by GML 
heritage which is appended to this Plan of Management

Refer to Figure 6.5 for key recommenda ons.

Image   In 1 1  the original Bondi sewer stack (1 ) was demolished and 
replaced with a 3 m high stack made with 42cm thick reinforced concrete 
walls.  It remains a ma or landmark to the district
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Figure 6.5  Community culture and heritage:  The Masterplan
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.5.1. Ac on Plan
Category Ac on Time W o $
E1. Conserve and maintain the heritage fabric of the park.
E1.1 A roac

i. The heritage signi cance of Williams Park and Hugh Bamford 
Reserve will be conserved and managed for future genera ons.

ii. The full range of iden ed and poten al heritage values will be 
considered including natural and cultural. 

iii. The parks will be managed as a con nuous and integrated 
cultural landscape.

iv. Any works on the ground will be guided by heritage inputs
v. Any physical works proposed shall be assessed so as not to 

give rise to a material impact.  A heritage Impact Statement is 
re uired for any works proposed in the park.

O Sustainable 
Waverley

TBD

E1.2 Conser e eritage signi cance
i. Undertake a cau ous approach  change as li le as possible.
ii. Avoid construc ons that would adversely a ect the heritage. 

signi cance of Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve.
iii. Regularly inspect heritage items to assess condi on and 

iden fy any ac ons re uired.
iv. Use most recent technologies to record engravings and 

monitor condi on periodically.
v. Prepare conserva on strategies for individual heritage items 

where signi cant change is proposed.
vi. The natural cultural and social values of the parks should be 

weighted e ually.
vii. manage to enhance presenta on and public apprecia on of 

heritage values.

O Waverley Life TBD

E1.3 Engage it  community
i. The coe istence of Aboriginal and historical values needs to be 

considered and given e ual weight during planning.
ii. The signi cant associa ons between the place and people 

who value the place need to be respected, retained and not 
obscured.

O Waverley Life TBD

E1.4 Encourage researc  and en uiry
i. Facilitate and encourage engagement and involvement of 

people for whom the parks  have signi cant associa on and 
meanings.

ii. Understand the research poten al of various heritage elements 
within the parks. 

O Waverley Life TBD

E1.5 Kee  good records
i. Where changes or works are undertaken ensure decisions are 

recorded and made available.

O Waverley Life TBD

E1.6 A con nuous cultural landsca e
i. As per E1.1 manage as a con nuous cultural landscape  

e plore poten al physical connec ons between the parks.
ii. The visual rela onships between the parks including views and 

landscape should be protected and enhanced.

O Waverley Life TBD

E1. Heritage lis ngs
iii. Update Waverley LEP Heritage Map and schedule 5 with 

current informa on to remove duplicate sites and ad ust 
loca on of known items.

iv. Visual rela onships between the parks including views and 
landscape should be protected and enhanced.

O Waverley Life TBD
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Category Ac on Time W o $
E1. Ben Buc ler Gun em lacement 1893

i. Commission a CMP for the complete Ben Buckler gun ba ery 
site not ust the gun emplacement.

ii. Inves gate poten al impacts of uncovering of remnant 
emplacement infrastructure as a poten al long term 
interpreta on strategy.

iii. Interpret Ben Buckler gun ba ery site in general area of 
covered remnant. 

M Crea ng Waverley TBD

E1. Roc  cut stair ay
i. Ensure weed management and condi on management of built 

elements.
ii. Provide interpreta on to e plain history.

S Crea ng Waverley TBD

E1.1 Vegeta on remnant to nort  east corner of Hug  Bamford Reser e
i. Close area to public access including upgraded fencing.
ii. Provide signage and surveillance and policing of no access.

S Crea ng Waverley TBD

E1.11 Aboriginal engra ings Williams Par
i. Use latest technology to scan and record Aboriginal engravings.
ii. Liaise with NPWS and Aboriginal stakeholders to review best 

measures to improve drainage around rock outcrop.

S Crea ng Waverley TBD

E1.12 Euro ean engra ings Williams Par
i. Use latest technology to scan and record European engravings.

S Crea ng Waverley TBD

E1.13 Vent Se er stac
i. Provide interpreta on as part of coordinated approach.
ii. Remove maintenance shed with crea ng of Parks O ce at 

redeveloped Club building.

M Crea ng Waverley TBD

E1.14 Murrie erie uarry and geological feature
i. Undertake structural assessment of the geological monument 

for its protec on, preserva on and interpreta on. 
ii. Provide interpreta on of geological signi cance and Aboriginal 

and European use as part of coordinated approach.

S Crea ng Waverley TBD

E2. Interpret and tell the story of the place including Aboriginal themes and storylines’.
E2.1 Develop an integrated approach to signage on the site that 

integrates way nding with interpreta on.
M Crea ng Waverley TBD

E2.2 Con nue consulta on with the La Perouse Local Aboriginal Land 
Council (LALC) on ma ers such as conserva on and interpreta on.

O Crea ng Waverley, 

Pro ect Waverley

E

E2.3 Provide informa on on the Indigenous heritage of the area and 
incorporate these stories within the e is ng Waverley heritage trails 
network.

M Crea ng Waverley, 
Shaping Waverley

TBD

E2.4 Integrate natural and cultural heritage themes including European 
heritage of STP and Gun ba ery and the naming of the two parks.

M Crea ng Waverley, 
Shaping Waverley

TBD

E3. Strengthen and e press the cultural values through suppor ng community groups and ac vi es.
E3.1 Con nue Council’s bush care program to support Bushcare groups, 

providing materials and volunteer support and training.
O Sustainable 

Waverley
E

E3.2 Collaborate with Bondi Golf Club to plan and implement Golf Free 
Days and in the ongoing management and maintenance of Williams 
Park related to broader public use.

O Waverley Life E

E3.3 Con nue to support the sports clubs and community ac vity groups 
which use the park and club / hall facili es.

O Waverley Life E

E4. Ensure the cultural landscape is e pressed in the design and management of the site.
E4.1 Ensure the visual se ng of the park and beach are conserved by 

considering main views when assessing and/or designing new 
development or rebuilding e is ng infrastructure in the park.

O Crea ng Waverley TBD
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. . Management and Maintenance
As outlined in sec on 3.4, under the Crown Reserves 
Management Act 2 16, Council managers must assign 
to all Crown land under their management one or more 
categories of community land referred to in sec on 36 of 
the Local Government Act. It is important that the category 
aligns closely with the original reserve purpose. The reserve 
purpose for Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve is for 
public recrea on’. The recommended categorisa ons for the 
parks as iden ed on Figure 6.6 have regard for this reserve 
purpose in addi on to the speci c natural and cultural 
characteris cs and values of the site.  Categorisa ons have 
taken into account the Local Government Regula on 2005 - 
Guidelines for categorisa on as outlined in sec on 3.2.6.

Maintenance responsibili es across Williams Park and 
Hugh Bamford Reserve currently lie across a number of 
stakeholders.  The Golf Course area of Williams Park is 
currently maintained by the Bondi Golf Club as a re uirement 
of it’s lease agreement.  Similarly it is responsible for 
maintenance of the club building.  However due to the 

nancial challenges of the club, Council has had to step in to 
fund a range of stabilisa on works in the club building in 2 1  
to make it suitable for ongoing habita on.

Council maintains  Hugh Bamford Reserve in accordance 
with its sport eld maintenance regime and has ongoing 
commitments related to vegeta on management and the cli  
edge one in Williams Park.  Across both parks one of the key 
maintenance and management challenges is the maintenance 
of the unc on of maintained grass with natural vegeta on, 
and the encroachment e o c grasses and weeds into natural 
areas.

With the implementa on of Golf Free days that will increase 
general community access to and use of Williams Park and the 
proposed redevelopment of the Williams Park club building  
recommended by this plan of management, it is necessary the 
e is ng maintenance and management responsibili es within 
Williams Park be reviewed.

This plan recommends that Council in collabora on with the 
Golf Club assume an agreed role in ongoing maintenance of 
the Golf Course area of Williams Park in par cular in rela on 
to the opera on and follow up to Golf Free days / mes.  
Further the plan recommends that the e is ng Golf Club 
building comple  be redeveloped by Council as a Council 
asset that can serve a range of community uses as outlined in 
6.1.1.2.

Refer to Figure 6.  for key recommenda ons.

Image   maintenance of the margin between maintain grassed park areas 
and natural vegeta on is a key maintenance priority
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Figure 6.6  Community land categorisa on:  The Masterplan
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Figure 6.7  Management and maintenance  The Masterplan
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Council to investigate plan and implement 
through ongoing management “golf free days”

With implementation of shared public use of 
Williams Park, Council to play a role in Williams 
Park maintenance
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. .1. Ac on Plan
Category Ac on Time W o $
F1. Ensure that the park and beach environments are safe for users at all mes.
F1.1 S ared use of golf course

Maintain and promote awareness of the co opera ve use of 
the Golf Course area of Williams Park for Golf and walking 
day to day.

Provide signage at park entries advising of golf course use 
and ha ards along with golf free mes.

Plan and implement Golf Free days / me slots as per 
ac ons C3.1 3.3. 

S Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

TBD

F1.2 Review golf course layout in collabora on with Golf Club 
and iden fy and implement opportuni es to recon gure 
layout and playing format to enhance safety to Military Road 
and on course as per C3.2.

S Crea ng Waverley, TBD

F1.3 Inves gate, plan and implement measures to improve 
safety of park users including increased vegeta on bu ers, 
provision of de ned lookout points at key loca ons and  
provision of viewing / sea ng that encourage use as per 
F2.1 2.3 below.

S Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

TBD

F1.4 Ensure safety is considered in all design pro ects with the 
parks and buildings and con nue to work with relevant 
stakeholders (local Police and Safety Commi ee) to address 
iden ed safety concerns.

O Crea ng Waverley, 

Safe Waverley

E

F1.5 Provide informa on on park regula ons and access. O Safe Waverley E
F1.6 Improve passive surveillance at north east corner of Hugh 

Bamford Reserve with provision of coastal outlook pla orm 
to encourage safe use in this area.

L Crea ng Waverley LTFP

F2. Recognise the challenges of safety in the coastal cli  edge environment and apply established precedents for 
managing access
F2.1 Inves gate, plan and implement increased na ve vegeta on  

bu er to already vegetated embankments that prevents / 
discourages access closer to cli  edge.

S Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

LTFP

F2.2 Provide discrete structured lookout at north east corner 
of Hugh Bamford Reserve that enables safe viewing of 
drama c sandstone cli s.

L Crea ng Waverley, LTFP

F2.3 To open sandstone cli  outcrop ust south of sewer vent 
provide sensi vely design elevated deck / pla orm set back 
from cli  edge that enables viewing overlook from higher 
perspec ve , interpreta on and si ng edge and provide an 
alterna ve to ge ng close to the cli  edge.  Support with 
appropriate level of warning signage.

L Crea ng Waverley, LTFP

F2.4 Provide warning signage along the coastal edge that guides 
users as to the safe route to walk and advises of ha ards

S Crea ng Waverley, E

F3. Facilitate increased community use of Williams park and its facili es and provide the park and its facili es with 
sustainable ongoing management 
F3.1 Plan and implement Golf Free days / me slots as per 

ac ons C3.1 3.3.
S Crea ng Waverley TBD

F3.2 Redevelop the Golf Club building as a Council owned 
Community Club facility.  Refer to sec on 6.1.1.2 of this 
plan.

L Crea ng Waverley TBD
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Category Ac on Time W o $
F2. Ensure facili es are well maintained and appropriately serviced. 
F2.1 As part of collabora on with Golf Club regarding Golf Free 

days  develop agreement for Council assistance / support 
with maintenance through Golf Course area.

S Clean and A rac ve Waverley,

Pro ect Waverley

TBD

F2.2 Inves gate and implement improved maintenance of e o c 
grass edge to natural bushland and implement to surrounds 
of Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve

S Clean and A rac ve Waverley,

Pro ect Waverley

TBD

F2.3 Inves gate stormwater harves ng to new building works 
and other sources.  

M Clean and A rac ve Waverley LTFP

F2.4 Relocate on site parks storage to new facility within 
proposed redevelopment of Golf Club building precinct.  
Demolish e is ng shed near Sewer Stack.

M Crea ng Waverley, 

Clean and A rac ve Waverley

LTFP

F2.5 Monitor waste management within the parks and in 
par cular the poten al for enhanced rubbish management 
in Williams Park.

O Sustainable Waverley,

Crea ng Waverley,

Clean and A rac ve Waverley.

LTFP

F2.6 Document maintenance regime to buildings and implement. O Clean and A rac ve Waverley. E
F2. Undertake a regular planned maintenance program for the 

parks.
O Clean and A rac ve Waverley. E

F2. Ensure a con nual upgrade of grassed areas, entries, 
signage vegeta on and other park assets in line with 
Strategic Asset Management Plan (SAMP).

O Clean and A rac ve Waverley. E

F2. Undertake reac ve maintenance of the park such as gra  
removal.

O Clean and A rac ve Waverley. E

F3. Review and reinforce compliance and regula ons that enable a range of users to en oy the park and beach 
safely. 
F3.1 Con nue to monitor the use of the dog o leash areas. 

Undertake any necessary campaigns to educate dog walkers 
about regula ons and dog owner responsibili es. Enforce 
regula ons as re uired.

O Safe Waverley E

F3.2 Integrate compliance signage with a signage and way nding 
strategy and update signs accordingly.  
Ensure the relevant informa on to allow for prac cable 
enforcement of regula ons, such as med dog o  leash.

M Crea ng Waverley TBD

F3.3 Review, monitor, and ac vely enforce the commercial tness 
groups’ and personal trainers’ lease agreements and agreed 
use of the park. To manage and reduce wear and tear on 
the lawn and park infrastructure, and ensure groups are in 
compliance with the agreement terms.

O Enriching Waverley E

F4. Manage vehicle access in the park
F4.1 Maintain current vehicular and emergency access to Hugh 

Bamford Reserve via access road.
S Crea ng Waverley TBD

F4.2 Review emergency access re uirements for Williams Park in 
conte t of Golf Free days (emergency access poten ally via 
maintenance access at Blair Street intersec on.

S Crea ng Waverley TBD
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Image:  Formalising a walking entry into Williams Park opposite Blair Street can manage erosion and reduce weed encroachment
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7. Im lementa on and 
Funding

7.1. Funding Sources
Funding for implemen ng the Plan of Management will either 
be allocated for future upgrade works (capital works) or 
maintenance and management of the parks. Funding for the 
management and maintenance is currently provided through 
Council’s annual budget alloca on. 

To fund the proposed upgrade works Waverley Council plans 
to set aside Capital Works funds in future years that will cover 
a number of the proposals in the shorter term plan. 

Council’s budget for the Plan of Management is not e pected 
to accommodate all proposals in the short  or long term plan. 
Addi onal funding op ons that may be inves gated include

 State and Federal grants
 Voluntary Planning Agreements
 Section 4 planning contributions
 Partnerships with community groups or businesses.

The amount of funding through these streams is di cult 
to an cipate as it is dependent on development and grant 
programs. Regardless of the type of current or future 
enterprises Council must also ensure that legi mate costs of 
upgrading the park are recouped wherever possible. 

7.2. Performance Indicators
To e ec vely implement the Ac on Plan performance 
indicators are re uired to demonstrate that the desired 
outcomes from the plan have been achieved. 

It is desirable that the values and ac ons of this plan can be 
measured by some means. For this purpose, the following 
means are considered prac cal survey methods of monitoring 
the progress and performance of the Ac on Plan

i. Surveys  Carry out surveys and ues onnaires 
periodically (appro imately every ve years), 
accompanied by a survey of user numbers in various 
parts of the area  ualita ve and uan ta ve in nature. 
This survey/ ues onnaire should establish any changes 
in park usage, visitor e perience and percep ons, etc. 
Addi onally, online surveys could be undertaken to 
re uest feedback on the implementa on of par cular 
programs and management strategies.

ii. Register of correspondence  review of le ers, emails and 
community re uests received each year (posi ve and 
nega ve) on various sub ects related to the park, pavilion 
and beach. This register can be used to indicate general 
trends and changes in issues and opportuni es and the 
management of the space. 

iii. Photographic survey  taken at key and consistent 
loca ons every ve years to establish degrees of change 
(either posi ve or nega ve). This could be compared with 
aerial photographs reviewed every ve years.

7.3. Re ie  and Monitoring
If the Plan of Management is to remain relevant in the future 
it is essen al that its implementa on is reviewed on a regular 
basis to ensure any relevant changes are incorporated. 
Changes that may need to be addressed include new 
legisla on, changes in community values, pro ect priori es, 
funding resources and new opportuni es for future upgrades.

Given that community e pecta on and re uirements change 
over me, this plan also needs to have some e ibility to 
adapt to any changes of circumstance. 

It is recommended that the plan be reviewed in the following 
se uences and me spans

i. Annually  review progress of ac on plan. 
ii. Every two years  review management and administra on 

structures and update priori es.
iii. Every ve years  undertake a ma or review of all values 

based on revised analysis and issues and amended 
planning legisla on. Review outcomes against survey 
informa on, photographic record and register of 
correspondence.

iv. Every ten years  review the Plan of Management.
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