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EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY
Cred Consulting, in partnership with Waverley 
Council, engaged with approximately 300 people 
through August to September 2019 to inform the 
Waverley Village Centre Strategy. The Strategy 
will guide planning controls and decisions that will 
encourage planning for sustainable, healthy, active 
and liveable communities as future development 
progresses.

Findings from community engagement will inform the 
Strategy by identifying what makes each village unique, 
what people love about it, what people would like to see 
change and the type of place character that they would 
like to see in the future. 

The two engagement methods of online survey 
and community workshops served different but 
complementary purposes. The online survey sought to 
gather statistical data around community sentiment, and 
the community workshop provided an opportunity for 
more in depth discussions around what makes a centre 
special and what the community wants to protect or 
change. 

This executive summary provides a high level overview 
of the community engagement outcomes with further 
detail found in this report, as well as the Appendices 
which provides a record of engagement results. 

WHO ENGAGED?

231 ONLINE SURVEY 
PARTICIPANTS

71 PARTICIPANTS 
ACROSS 5 WORKSHOPS

 – Bondi Road Corridor Local Centre (5 participants)

 – Bronte Village Centres (21 participants)

 – Charing Cross and Bronte Road (Bondi Junction) 
Village Centres (25 participants)

 – Bondi Basin (Hall Street) (14 participants)

 – Rose Bay Village Centres (6 participants)

Top 3 centres with the most engagement:

 – Macpherson Street - 59 respondents

 – Bronte Beach - 35 respondents

 – Charing Cross - 27 respondents

 – Bondi Road Corridor - 26 respondents

 – Hall Street, Bondi Basin - 24 respondents

Six headline themes have emerged from community 
engagement to inform the development of the Waverley 
Council Village Centres Strategy. While engagement was 
undertaken at the village scale for each of Waverley’s 19 
centres, there were a number of distinct commonalities 
and differences across the LGA.  

Community engagement participants value village centres 
in Waverley as focal points of community life, and love 
bumping into neighbours on the street and chatting 
with local shopkeepers. Across all village centres, survey 
respondents were most likely to describe the desired future 
character of a centre as ‘community-minded,’ ‘local’ and 
‘safe.’ 

People told us there are opportunities to increase a sense 
of community in some centres, including through providing 
more places to gather in public space, such as comfortable 
seating and shade. 

People think there are opportunities to enhance the safety 
of village centres during the day and at night, including 
for pedestrians and cyclists and for people of all abilities 
and ages, through more lighting at night, improvements to 
footpath surfaces, and provision of separated cyclepaths, 
pedestrian crossings and traffic-slowing initiatives.

VILLAGE CENTRES THAT 
ARE COMMUNITY-MINDED, 
LOCAL AND SAFE

THEME 1

THEME 2

Over 80% of workshop participants would like to see more 
places that provide dining and entertainment into the 
evening in the larger village centres. In most cases ‘later 
opening hours’ meant till about 10-11pm, which is already 
permitted in a lot of centres. 

Across all workshops, there was strong support for more 
local Indigenous stories and artworks embedded into the 
public domain.

VIBRANT VILLAGES 
AFTER DARK
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Respecting and celebrating what makes each village centre 
special and unique was a priority across engagement 
activities, including built environment and heritage features 
and independent businesses. 

Generally across all workshops, there was support for 
setbacks on upper levels and zero lot setbacks. There was 
also strong support for continuous awnings to reflect the 
heritage character of the area, as well as to provide a sense 
of continuity, shade and weather protection. 

Overall, workshop participants did not want to see high 
density in the heart of village centres, as this was not seen 
to be in keeping with the local character and may impact on 
sunlight access. 

Over 80% of workshop participants were supportive of 
the idea that change may be required to retain cultural 
significance, but this should be done carefully to keep what 
is important.

THEME 4

THEME 5

THEME 6

MORE GREENERY AND TREES 
IN THE VILLAGE CENTRES, 
BUT NOT AT THE EXPENSE OF 
PARKING

Across community engagement activities, participants told 
us that they would like to see more greenery and trees in 
their village centres. ‘Sustainable/green’ was the fourth 
most popular word used to describe the desired future of 
Waverley’s village centres. While over 75% of workshop 
participants were more supportive of trees, they were less 
willing to sacrifice parking spaces for increased greenery, as 
this may impact on access to local shops and services. 

Because public spaces such as footpaths and roads in the 
Waverley LGA are already spatially constrained, participants 
liked the idea of taking innovative approaches to greening 
their village centres, such as planter boxes and public 
seating that incorporate plants. Rooftop gardens and 
communal courtyards were also popular ideas in most 
centres. 

The majority of Waverley’s village centres each have a 
unique identity or character. In part, this character is defined 
by the presence of distinctive terrace shopfronts, the 
businesses that operate in them, and the community that 
lives around them. 

Community workshop participants told us that there is 
opportunity to increase a sense of place and sense of 
community in the Bronte Road (Bondi Junction) village 
centre. It currently lacks an identity and sense of place due 
to heavy traffic, generic chain stores and limited public 
places or community spaces. “Rebranding” the centre 
with its own unique character was seen to be a priority. 
Participants also highlighted that if height has to go 
somewhere in the LGA, this corridor presents significant 
opportunities to leverage new developments to deliver 
public benefits such as public parks and creative / cultural 
infrastructure. 

Some workshop participants see opportunities for Charing 
Cross to become more like the Paddington Five Ways or 
Mosman high streets. 

For the villages located along the coastline, generally 
participants would like to see the ‘beach’ vibe and 
connection to the local environment retained as a central 
character trait into the future.

VILLAGE IDENTITIES & 
SENSE OF PLACE

The Bondi beach area is an important focal point for local 
community life, and also attracts millions of visitors from 
across Sydney, Australia and overseas each year. Community 
engagement participants told us that planning for the Bondi 
Basin village centre should support local community life as 
well as visitation, while ensuring that our urban environment 
retains what makes this area special. 

Some workshop residents told us there are opportunities 
for this centre to be bold and ambitious and lead the way in 
sustainability and green initiatives.  

PLANNING FOR A LOCAL FOCAL 
POINT WITH INTERNATIONAL 
RESONANCE IN BONDI

HERITAGE CHARACTER IS 
PROTECTED AS WELL AS 
THE LOOK AND FEEL OF 
EXISTING HIGH STREETS

THEME 3
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More than 300 people engaged 
in consultation about Waverley 
Village Centres.
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INTRODUCTION

ABOUT THE VILLAGE CENTRES STRATEGY
The Village Centres Strategy aims to provide an updated 
evidence base that will guide development and public 
domain improvements in all 19 village centres within the 
Waverley local government area (LGA) (see map on page 
11).

The VCS seeks to identify:

 – The current and desired future character of each village 
centre to be able to enhance and protect the character 
of each centre

 – Opportunities to improve the experience of each centre

 – Recommendations for updates to the WLEP and WDCP 
where appropriate

 – Opportunities to include best practice sustainability 
features

 – Improvements to the public domain, and

 – Improvements for transport in and around the centre.

The last review of the Waverley Village Centres Strategy 
was undertaken in 2006, and recommended changes to the 
Waverley Development Control Plan (DCP). The VCS will 
also review the existing DCP provisions, against recently 
completed developments, to assess whether these controls 
are delivering the intended outcomes.

The Village Centres Strategy originated from the 
requirement under the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) for councils to give effect 
to the Region and District Plans through amendments to 
their Local Environmental Plan (LEP). Council is undertaking 
a number of studies and strategies which will inform the 
review, including the Village Centres Strategy.

ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 
Over 300 people were engaged via:

 – Online survey: 231 people completed the online survey 
that was open between 12 August - 23 September 2019 
via Council’s Have Your Say page.

 – Community workshops: 71 community members 
attended across five community workshops.

PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT
This report provides a summary of community workshop and 
online survey outcomes per village centre. It also provides a 
synthesis of findings across all centres into key themes that 
will inform future planning.

Note: The findings in this report represent the views of the 
participants only. All percentages throughout this report are 
calculated to the nearest whole number and therefore the 
total may not exactly equal 100%.

This report provides a summary of the 
community engagement undertaken by Cred 
Consulting on behalf of Waverley Council 
(Council) to inform the development of the 
Village Centres Strategy (VCS). The aim of the 
VCS is to guide development and public domain 
improvements in all of Waverley’s 19 centres. 
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METHODOLOGY

PURPOSE OF ENGAGEMENT
The purpose of the community engagement was to inform 
the community of the need to review the LEP and DCP, and 
the complexity of planning issues more generally, as well as 
to involve the community in shaping the future look and feel 
of Waverley’s 19 centres.

The engagement process aimed to actively involve the 
community in the strategy development process, and to 
understand the community vision for each centre.

The two engagement methods of online survey and 
community workshops served different but complementary 
purposes. The online survey sought to gather statistical data 
around community sentiment, and the community workshop 
provided an opportunity for more in depth discussions 
around what makes a centre special and what the community 
wants to protect or change. 

ONLINE SURVEY
The online survey received 231 responses. Responses were 
collected between 12 August and 23 September. The survey 
was open to anyone (residents living in and outside of the 
Waverley LGA, businesses, visitors). In addition, Council staff 
conducted intercept surveys in the village centres where no 
community workshop was held. 

Research focus
The online survey aimed to:

 – Provide respondents with an opportunity to comment 
on an unlimited number of centres - meaning that they 
could select to comment on 1, or up to all 19 centres.

 – Gain an understanding of community sentiment around 
public domain features, accessibility, uses and values, 
current and desired future character, and current use for 
each of the centres.

COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS
Across five centres based workshops, discussions with 71 
people occurred about the look, feel, character and future 
planning of their centre. Workshops focussed on the key 
centres where change is most likely to happen in the future, 
or where there is a history of contentious development. 
These are:

 ~ Bondi Road Corridor Local Centre

 ~ Bronte Village Centres

 ~ Charing Cross and Bronte Road (Bondi Junction) 
Village Centres

 ~ Bondi Basin, and

 ~ Rose Bay Village Centres.

Research focus
The purpose of the workshops was to gain an understanding 
of the community’s sentiments towards built form and 
character, the public domain, and sustainability and 
transport improvements where relevant.
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WORKSHOP ACTIVITIES
The community workshops were built around five activities. 

Neighbourhood character wall
As participants enter the workshop they are asked to write 
comments about what is unique and what they would like to 
change about their local neighbourhood, with each village 
centre represented by an A1 poster. 

Activity 1: Love /Change
Each participant is asked to write down one thing they love 
about their village centre now, and one thing they would 
change. Each person calls out what they have written and 
responses are themed at the front of the room. 

Note: This activity was not conducted at the first workshop 
with alternative activity outlined on page 24. 

Activity 2: Character (chairs)
Looking at a set of 50 chair picture cards, each group is 
asked to “imagine 10 years from now, you are hosting an 
intimate dinner party for 4 people. You have an option of 
using 4 different chairs to represent your village centre. 
Which chairs would you use at the table to best represent 
the future personality of your village centre? Tell us about 
the chair you have chosen and what personality trait it 
represents.”

Activity 3: What makes a great place (blocks)
This workshop activity aimed to help participants 
understand and explore current planning controls around 
built form volume (using building blocks to discuss set backs 
and massing) in their village centre and how they would like 
to see controls change in the future, if at all. 

Participants are asked: “What does a great built outcome in 
your centre look like? How can we use planning controls to 
achieve this?”

Workshop participants explored what a great place looks 
like to them, what “high rise” means to them, how planning 
controls work, and what Council can and can’t influence 
on future streets. Informal discussions took place around 
maximum heights, set backs, greenery, laneways, through 
site links and urban design elements. Some groups 
designed a hypothetical block, while others designed a 
specific street in the village centre. 

Rather than reach a consensus on preferred building form 
or controls, this workshop activity aimed to facilitate a 
discussion. Some of the topics revealed polar opposite 
views amongst the group members and ignited robust 
conversations around each viewpoint. 

Activity 4: Future planning scenarios 
The facilitator reads out different future planning scenarios  
(e.g. pedestrianised “play” streets, or incorporating 
indigenous themes) and participants vote whether they 
would “absolutely” or “no way” like to see this in their 
village centre. 
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Finish.

Start.

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITY CIRCUIT: 
15 MINUTES EACH

Activity station 1: 
Love/Change

Activity station 2: 
Future character 

(chairs)

Activity station 3:        
What makes a 

great place

Activity station 4: 
Future planning 

scenarios

Workshop 
activities 
overview

Participants 
divided into 

smaller groups

Wrap up

Participants arrive 
and Neighbourhood 
Character posters

The participants divided into smaller 
groups and rotated through the four 

activity stations.

WORKSHOP PROCESS

Welcome and 
acknowledgement 

of Country Presentation 
about Village 

Centres 
Strategy
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VILLAGE CENTRE 
SUMMARIES
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VILLAGE CENTRES OVERVIEW
The following section summarises community engagement findings for each of Waverley LGA’s 19 
village centres. The table below summarises community engagement completed per centre.

Bondi Road (Source: Waverley Council) Bronte Beach (Source: Waverley Council) Charing Cross (Source: Waverley Council)

Table 1 - Summary of consultation by village centre 

Village Centre Total online survey responses Workshop / intercept surveys

Belgrave Street, Bronte 4 2 x intercept surveys 

Blake Street, Dover Heights 2 2 x intercept surveys 

Bondi Road Corridor 26 Workshop 3 (‘Bondi Road Corridor Local Centre’): 

5 participants

Bronte Beach 35 Workshop 2 (‘Bronte Village Centres’): 

21 participantsMacpherson Street 59

Bronte Road (Bondi Junction) 11 Workshop 1 (‘Charing Cross and Bronte Road 
Village Centres’): 

25 participants
Charing Cross 27

Fletcher Street, Tamarama 5 2 x intercept surveys 

Curlewis Street, Bondi 3
Workshop 4 (‘Bondi Basin’): 

14 participants
Glenayr Avenue, Bondi 9

Hall Street, Bondi Basin 24

Murriverie Road East 1 2 x intercept surveys 

Murriverie Road West 2 2 x intercept surveys 

North Bondi 3 2 x intercept surveys 

OSHR Flood Street 1 2 x intercept surveys 

Rose Bay South (Liverpool Street) 0 Workshop 5 (‘Rose Bay Village Centres’): 

6 participantsRose Bay North (Towns Road) 1

Vaucluse 0 2 x intercept surveys 

Wairoa Avenue, North Bondi 0 2 x intercept surveys 
Notes: 
- Survey respondents could choose to comment on more than one precinct. 

- Workshop 4: participants only spoke to Hall Street - Curlewis Street and Glenayr Avenue were not discussed during this time.
- Workshop 5: participants only spoke to Rose Bay North - Rose Bay South was not discussed during this time.
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WAVERLEY LGA VILLAGE CENTRES

Belgrave Street, 
Bronte

Blake Street, 
Dover Heights

North Bondi

Wairoa 
Avenue

Glenayr 
Avenue

Curlewis 
Street

Bondi Road 
Corridor

Old South 
Head Road 

Flood Street

Fletcher Street, 
Tamarama

Bondi Basin (incl. 
Hall Street)

Bronte 
Beach

Bondi Junction

Vaucluse

Rose Bay 
North

Rose Bay 
South

Murriverie 
Road

 Macpherson 
Street, Bronte

Bronte Road, 
Bondi Junction

Charing 
Cross
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WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

BONDI BASIN - 
HALL STREET

WHAT DO PEOPLE LOVE? 

Workshop findings (love/change activity)

Some common themes:
 – Good restaurants, coffee and bars

 – Variety of shopping 

 – Still caters to locals

 – Long-standing businesses with familiar faces

 – Diversity of people and cultures

 – Sense of community

 – It is walkable

 – Green spaces, corridors and connection to the sea

 – Vibrant / the ‘vibe’ - especially on Hall Street

 – Home to many creatives and artists

Some other comments:
 – Nightlife on Hall street is balanced with residential streets

 – Some new development has preserved and reanimated 
heritage buildings well

 – Shops are ‘open’ to the footpath with large windows.

 – Places to meet friends (physical space as well as things to 
do)

 – Dog & child-friendly

 – Good accessibility around the streets and to the beach

Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

14 

24 people completed the online survey 
for Hall Street.

people participated in the community 
workshop for this village.

Bondi 
Beach

Hall St

Ca
mpb

ell
 Pd

e

WHAT DO PEOPLE WANT TO CHANGE?
Workshop findings (love/change activity)

Some common themes:
 – Need to improve to footpaths and gutter design and 

maintenance

 – Lack of continuity in public realm e.g. street seating, 
signage 

 – Increase the night time economy - night markets, creative 
lighting, later opening hours

 – Improved lighting at pedestrian crossings and along Hall 
Street

 – More sun and weather protected places to shop

 – More greenery on the streets e.g. community gardens

 – Improvement of public transport services and options, 
including sustainable transport options suck as electric 
bikes

 – Reduce traffic in Hall Street

Some other comments:
 – More council services (i.e. library, museum)

 – Improved tree choices on streets

 – More startup offices ‘silicon beach’

 – Design driven solutions for new development and 
density increases

 – Review of car entry point at Hall /O’Brien/Roscoe Streets

 – Review of parking meters (expensive) - switch off after 
6pm

 – Not pet-friendly

“It’s a real mix of 
people young and old 

and all cultures”
- Survey respondent

“ The area has a strong 
community feel at the 

moment, even in summer 
when tourists abound.”

- Survey respondent
“I’m concerned Hall St is 

getting busier with lots of cars 
driving up and down.”

- Survey respondent
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PLACE CHARACTER

Survey results
Survey respondents want Hall Street to be community-
minded, safe and beachy in the future. 

Workshop results
As shown in the diagram below, workshop participants 
described the ideal future character of Bondi Basin as 
functional, sustainable, fun, green and leafy, artistic, diverse 
and friendly.

Table 2 - Online survey - Which words would you use to describe 
your preferred future character/personality of this village centre? 

Community-minded 52%

Beachy 40%

Safe 40%

Lively 36%

Local 36%

GREEN
 – Sustainable (3)
 – Green and leafy (2) 
 – Natural
 – Clean
 – Is very season driven 
 – Lots of green spaces
 – More trees and shade 
 –  Recycled/Repurposed/ not massed 

produced
 – Needs re-upholstery 

 2 PEOPLE  1 PERSON

DIVERSE
 – Diverse (2)
 – Culturally 

sensitive

 – Colourful COMMUNITY
 – The community hands 

make the place

 – Sense of community 

PRACTICAL, 
CONTEMPORARY 
AND FUNCTIONAL
 – Functional (4) 
 – Practical to purpose
 – Contemporary
 – Sleek
 – Clean
 – Future looking

ARTISTIC & 
CREATIVE
 – Artistic (2)
 – Interesting 
 – Creative place
 – Eclectic
 – Artisanal / hand-crafted
 – Authentic
 – Traditional

FRIENDLY
 – Friendly (2)
 – Hospitable

 – Inviting

 – “Cosy” “Fall into the 
arms of a friend”

FUN
 – Fun (3)
 – Young
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Table 4 - How important are the following values to you about Hall 
Street?

Values

N
ot

 a
t a

ll 
im

po
rt
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t

So
m

ew
ha

t 
im

po
rt

an
t

Ve
ry

 
im

po
rt
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t

% # % # % #

It has a consistent look 
and feel

18% 4 41% 9 41% 9

Good signage and 
wayfinding

23% 5 32% 7 45% 10

Responsive to history and 
heritage

0% 0 23% 5 77% 17

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

0% 0 14% 3 86% 19

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and 
bins

0% 0 36% 8 64% 14

Wide footpaths 5% 1 18% 4 77% 17

Retaining current height 
limits

9% 2 5% 1 86% 19

High quality designed 
buildings

0% 0 14% 3 86% 19

Retaining the smaller, 
active local feel of the 
centre (e.g. small and 
activated shopfronts)

5% 1 5% 1 91% 20

Environmental 
sustainability

0% 0 18% 4 82% 18

Accessible for people of 
all abilities

0% 0 27% 6 73% 16

Character buildings are 
maintained

5% 1 18% 4 77% 17

Planting and greenery 5% 1 5% 1 91% 20

Ease of parking 23% 5 27% 6 45% 10

Ease of access by public 
transport

5% 1 18% 4 73% 16

The materials and quality 
of the footpath

5% 1 18% 4 77% 17

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 45% 10 41% 9

Total respondents 22

VALUES
Planting and greenery as well as retaining the smaller, active 
local feel of the centre were the two most important values held 
about this village centre. 

Table 3 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following accessibility features in Hall Street?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle 
charging stations

35% 8 26% 6 13% 3

Private car parking 35% 8 39% 9 22% 5

Car share car spaces 22% 5 39% 9 22% 5

Cycle lanes and parking 
facilities

57% 13 35% 8 4% 1

Public transport access 39% 9 52% 12 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. 
more zebra crossings, 
pedestrianisation of 
some areas

74% 17 26% 6 0% 0

Universal access 48% 11 35% 8 0% 0

Total respondents 23

ACCESSIBILITY
To increase accessibility this village centre needs safer 
movement for pedestrians and more cycle lanes and parking 
facilities. 

256



Waverley Village Centres: Community Engagement Summary Report    |  15

Table 5 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in Hall Street?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

46% 11 50% 12 4% 1

Trees, planting and 
greenery

96% 23 4% 1 0% 0

Public art 63% 15 21% 5 8% 2

Public recycling 
facilities

67% 16 25% 6 0% 0

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

67% 16 25% 6 0% 0

Places for buskers 42% 10 42% 10 8% 2

Community and verge 
gardens

63% 15 29% 7 0% 0

Street furniture 75% 18 21% 5 0% 0

Public spaces to linger 54% 13 42% 10 0% 0

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

42% 10 42% 10 0% 0

Total respondents 24

PUBLIC DOMAIN
Trees, planting and greenery as well as street furniture are what 
the community want to see more of in this village centre.

USES & ACTIVITIES

Table 6 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in Hall Street

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 22% 5 70% 16 9% 2

Places for retail and other 
services

35% 8 57% 13 4% 1

Places for work 13% 3 70% 16 9% 2

Places for the arts and 
creativity

74% 17 26% 6 0% 0

Community facilities e.g. 
library, community centre

61% 14 30% 7 0% 0

Visitor related services 30% 7 65% 15 0% 0

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

9% 2 52% 12 39% 9

Pop up and temporary 
uses

48% 11 17% 4 30% 7

Outdoor dining 65% 15 30% 7 4% 1

Night time entertainment 
and trading

39% 9 52% 12 9% 2

Places for health and 
fitness

9% 2 83% 19 4% 1

Affordable housing 30% 7 48% 11 13% 3

Early morning trading 30% 7 70% 16 0% 0

Small supermarkets 22% 5 78% 18 0% 0

Large supermarkets 13% 3 48% 11 30% 7

Fine grain shop-fronts 43% 10 39% 9 0% 0

Pedestrian through-site 
links

74% 17 22% 5 0% 0

Total respondents 23

Respondents have told us this village centre needs more 
community facilities, places for the arts and creativity, and less 
hotels/motels/serviced apartments. 
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WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

BONDI ROAD 
CORRIDOR
Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

5 

26 people completed the online survey 
for this village.

people participated in the community 
workshop for this village.

Bondi Rd

D
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ha
m

 S
t

Be
nn
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t S

t

WHAT DO PEOPLE LOVE? 

Workshop findings (love/change activity)

Some common themes:
 – The human scale / low rise

 – Small independent shops, cafes, bars and restaurants

 – The local parks (and Bocce playing)

 – Activity of small scale businesses and retail

Some other comments:
 – Love the view

 – Increased number of 333 buses

 – Apartment living

 – Constant activity & movement

 – Everything needed is here

 – Kangaroo Paw planting - water saving planting on the 
corner of Francis &  Denham

WHAT DO PEOPLE WANT TO CHANGE?
Workshop findings (love/change activity)

Some common themes:
 – More trees and landscaping along the streets to provide 

shade, mitigate heat and a buffer from traffic

 – Widen footpaths

 – More pedestrian and bike friendly, including more 
pedestrian crossings and review of existing ones 

 – Reduce dependence on cars / traffic congestion

 – More public parking

 – More public transport (to get people out of cars)

Some other comments:
 – An underground heavy rail

 – Bondi Road could have higher density is there was a train 
station

 – Provide lights at Wellington Street

 – Improved pedestrian connection to the junction

 – No places to be without paying e.g. library community 
centres

 – No civic space

 – Dilapidated commercial frontals & facades

 – Household rubbish dumping

 – Poor quality apartment buildings

“I want it to be a destination 
for people to spend time 

near their houses, for dining, 
drinking and meeting for 

coffee.”

- Survey respondent

“I love the mix of 
cultures and the 

diversity of stores, but 
some shop fronts are 

not looked after while 
others have character”

- Survey respondent
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INNOVATIVE & 
SPONTANEITY
 – Innovative design
 – Spontaneous 
 – Clean
 – Simple, yet complex
 –  Leading edge
 – DIY 
 – Spirit of experimentation

WELCOMING
 – Comfortable (2)
 – Welcoming
 – Allows for all types of people
 – Inviting for all ages

RELAXED
 – Laid back but 

structured
 – Not too slick
 – Relaxing
 – Informal 

ORGANIC

 – Natural
 – Recycled
 – Neutrals

LOCAL 
 – Village vibe

COASTAL

 – Entrance to beach 
and ocean

 – Beach chic
 – Airy and light

PLAYFUL

 – Playful
 – Fun

PLACE CHARACTER

Survey results
Survey respondents want the Bondi Road Corridor to be 
community-minded, safe and local in the future. 

Workshop results
As shown in the diagram below, workshop participants want 
the Bondi Road Corridor village centre to be a place for 
spontaneity and experimentation in the future. Workshop 
participants want this centre to be modern with innovative 
design but also incorporating natural and playful features 
and reflecting its proximity to the beach. They want this 
centre to be informal, relaxed, welcoming and comfortable. 

Table 7 -  Online survey - Which words would you use to describe 
your preferred future character/personality of this village centre?

Community-minded 46%

Local 42%

Safe 42%

Sustainable/green 38%

Beautiful 31%
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Table 8 - How important are the following values to you about this 
village centre?

Values
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% # % # % #

It has a consistent look 
and feel

21% 5 50% 12 25% 6

Good signage and 
wayfinding

8% 2 38% 9 42% 10

Responsive to history 
and heritage

13% 3 21% 5 63% 15

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

4% 1 4% 1 88% 21

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and 
bins

8% 2 13% 3 71% 17

Wide footpaths 13% 3 13% 3 67% 16

Retaining current height 
limits

13% 3 29% 7 54% 13

High quality designed 
buildings

13% 3 13% 3 67% 16

Retaining the smaller, 
active local feel of the 
centre (e.g. small and 
activated shopfronts)

4% 1 8% 2 83% 20

Environmental 
sustainability

0% 0 25% 6 75% 18

Accessible for people of 
all abilities

4% 1 17% 4 79% 19

Character buildings are 
maintained

8% 2 17% 4 71% 17

Planting and greenery 4% 1 8% 2 88% 21

Ease of parking 29% 7 21% 5 38% 9

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 4% 1 92% 22

The materials and quality 
of the footpath

4% 1 29% 7 67% 16

Fine grain shop-fronts 4% 1 21% 5 50% 12

Total respondents 26

VALUES
Ease of access by public transport, planting and greenery, and 
functional and well-designed street furniture were the three 
most important values held about this village centre. 

Table 9 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle 
charging stations

54% 13 21% 5 8% 2

Private car parking 25% 6 38% 9 21% 5

Car share car spaces 42% 10 21% 5 13% 3

Cycle lanes and parking 
facilities

71% 17 17% 4 0% 0

Public transport access 63% 15 25% 6 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. 
more zebra crossings, 
pedestrianisation of 
some areas

71% 17 25% 6 0% 0

Universal access 58% 14 25% 6 0% 0

Total respondents 26

ACCESSIBILITY
To increase accessibility this village centre needs safer 
movement for pedestrians and more cycle lanes and parking 
facilities. 
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Table 10 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

36% 9 40% 10 8% 2

Trees, planting and 
greenery

88% 22 12% 3 0% 0

Public art 64% 16 16% 4 12% 3

Public recycling 
facilities

64% 16 24% 6 4% 1

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

52% 13 36% 9 0% 0

Places for buskers 32% 8 36% 9 16% 4

Community and verge 
gardens

68% 17 20% 5 8% 2

Street furniture 76% 19 20% 5 4% 1

Public spaces to linger 76% 19 16% 4 0% 0

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

56% 14 24% 6 8% 2

Total respondents 26

PUBLIC DOMAIN
Trees, planting and greenery as well as street furniture and 
public spaces to linger are what the community want to see 
more of in this village centre.

USES & ACTIVITIES

Table 11 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 42% 10 46% 11 13% 3

Places for retail and 
other services

33% 8 67% 16 0% 0

Places for work 25% 6 63% 15 0% 0

Places for the arts and 
creativity

54% 13 42% 10 0% 0

Community facilities 
e.g. library, community 
centre

50% 12 50% 12 0% 0

Visitor related services 17% 4 75% 18 4% 1

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

8% 2 50% 12 42% 10

Pop up and temporary 
uses

46% 11 33% 8 17% 4

Outdoor dining 67% 16 25% 6 8% 2

Night time 
entertainment and 
trading

63% 15 33% 8 4% 1

Places for health and 
fitness

17% 4 75% 18 4% 1

Affordable housing 50% 12 46% 11 4% 1

Early morning trading 21% 5 63% 15 4% 1

Small supermarkets 46% 11 50% 12 0% 0

Large supermarkets 13% 3 33% 8 50% 12

Fine grain shop-fronts 46% 11 25% 6 4% 1

Pedestrian through-site 
links

67% 16 8% 2 8% 2

Total respondents 26

Respondents have told us this village centre needs more 
Pedestrian through-site links and outdoor dining, and less 
hotels/motels/serviced apartments. 
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WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

BRONTE BEACH

Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

21 

35 people completed the online survey 
for this village.

people participated in the community 
workshop for this village.

Bronte 
Beach

Bronte 
Park

Bronte Rd

WHAT DO PEOPLE LOVE? 

Workshop findings (love/change activity)

Some common themes:
 – Relaxed, coastal village feel 

 – Low rise buildings 

 – Small shops and cafes with outdoor seating

 – Bus route

 – Heritage character

 – Family friendly and community feel

 – No pubs

 – Proximity to beach and ocean pool 

 – Park, gully and open space

 – Cleanliness

Some other comments:
 – Quieter than Bondi, has a holiday but cosy feel, not 

bustle.

 – Views of the ocean

WHAT DO PEOPLE WANT TO CHANGE?
Workshop findings (love/change activity)

Some common themes:
 – Less cars and lower speed limits

 – More pedestrian crossings and wider footpath on 
beachside

 – Ensure mix of different types of shops and cafes

 – More activity at night and in the winter (e.g. attractive 
lighting at night)

 – More trees

 – Increase continuity of shopfront awnings 

 – Create spaces that promote community 

 – Remove the bus stop in front of the cafes (e.g. move to 
beachside)

Some other comments:
 – Some want additional and cheaper parking to 

accommodate shop visits whereas others would like to 
see no parking in front of cafes to enhance pedestrian 
mobility and ocean views

 – While some value cafe outdoor seating, others want less 
to improve pedestrian mobility 

 – Upgrades to park area, including picnic shelters, seating, 
surf club, a boardwalk  

“Improve night and winter 
trading by introducing 

visual attraction in the park 
(e.g. light displays)”

- Workshop participant

“I love the diverse community 
of all ages, young and old and 

I appreciate the family feel, 
where people know people 

and care about them“

- Survey respondent

262



Waverley Village Centres: Community Engagement Summary Report    |  21

RELAXED & 
CASUAL
 – Relaxed (4)
 – Comfortable (2)
 – Casual / casual conversations (2) 
 – Beachy
 – Homely
 –  Little bit rough/unpolished
 – Down to earth
 – Laid back

SIMPLE ELEGANCE
 – Beautiful (3)
 – Holiday like but elegant
 – Classic & simple
 – Organised
 – Well designed
 – Beachside boutique character    

(like Charing Cross)
 – Uniform but elegant
 – Keep heritage look
 – Modern take on traditional form 

SAFE & CLEAN
 – Safe (2) 
 – Clean (2) 
 – Paved footpath

VIBRANT 
 – Funky
 – Colourful
 – Happy
 – Bright

CONNECTED TO 
NATURE
 – Natural materials (2)
 – Trees & planters
 – Planters
 – Not just the beach but the spaces 

around
 – Business less important than nature
 – Craftsmanship
 – Use of timber

INCLUSIVE
 – Friendly
 – Family friendly
 – Inclusive
 – Welcoming
 – Inviting
 – Accessible for all
 – Spacious
 – Diverse 
 – Linked to indigenous 

culture

PLACE CHARACTER

Survey results
Survey respondents want the Bronte Beach village centre to 
be community-minded, beachy and local in the future. 

Workshop results
As shown in the diagram below, workshop participants 
want the Bronte Beach village centre to maintain its current 
relaxed, comfortable and casual character with a strong 
connection to nature and the beach. Workshop participants 
emphasised the importance of this centre being inclusive, 
welcoming and friendly for all, including for families and 
people from diverse cultural backgrounds. 

Workshop participants want this centre to maintain its 
heritage character, but see room for a “modern take on 
traditional form” and more uniformity. 

Table 12 - Online survey - Which words would you use to describe 
your preferred future character/personality of this village centre? 

Beachy 51%

Local 46%

Community-minded 43%

Beautiful 37%

Sustainable/green 37%
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Table 13 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values
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It has a consistent look 
and feel

21% 6 21% 6 54% 15

Good signage and 
wayfinding

7% 2 39% 11 50% 14

Responsive to history 
and heritage

4% 1 14% 4 79% 22

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

0% 0 32% 9 61% 17

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and 
bins

7% 2 32% 9 57% 16

Wide footpaths 21% 6 25% 7 50% 14

Retaining current height 
limits

7% 2 11% 3 79% 22

High quality designed 
buildings

4% 1 29% 8 57% 16

Retaining the smaller, 
active local feel of the 
centre (e.g. small and 
activated shopfronts)

0% 0 11% 3 79% 22

Environmental 
sustainability

0% 0 4% 1 86% 24

Accessible for people of 
all abilities

0% 0 11% 3 79% 22

Character buildings are 
maintained

0% 0 14% 4 75% 21

Planting and greenery 0% 0 7% 2 82% 23

Ease of parking 29% 8 29% 8 32% 9

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 7% 2 79% 22

The materials and quality 
of the footpath

4% 1 14% 4 71% 20

Fine grain shop-fronts 14% 4 29% 8 43% 12

Total respondents 28

VALUES
Environmental sustainability and planting and greenery were 
the two most important values held about this village centre. 

Table 14 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle 
charging stations

42% 14 18% 6 24% 8

Private car parking 24% 8 33% 11 27% 9

Car share car spaces 15% 5 39% 13 21% 7

Cycle lanes and 
parking facilities

52% 17 18% 6 18% 6

Public transport access 36% 12 48% 16 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. 
more zebra crossings, 
pedestrianisation of 
some areas

61% 20 21% 7 0% 0

Universal access 39% 13 27% 9 12% 4

Total respondents 33

ACCESSIBILITY
To increase accessibility this village centre needs safer 
movement for pedestrians and more cycle lanes and parking 
facilities. 
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Table 15 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

26% 9 60% 21 14% 5

Trees, planting and 
greenery

77% 27 23% 8 0% 0

Public art 57% 20 23% 8 14% 5

Public recycling 
facilities

60% 21 23% 8 11% 4

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

66% 23 9% 3 11% 4

Places for buskers 14% 5 31% 11 37% 13

Community and verge 
gardens

51% 18 23% 8 11% 4

Street furniture 51% 18 37% 13 6% 2

Public spaces to linger 37% 13 40% 14 6% 2

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

37% 13 40% 14 9% 3

Total respondents 35

PUBLIC DOMAIN
Trees, planting and greenery as well as visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and heritage are what the community want 
to see more of in this village centre.

USES & ACTIVITIES

Table 16 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 4% 1 79% 22 11% 3

Places for retail and 
other services

11% 3 61% 17 21% 6

Places for work 0% 0 75% 21 7% 2

Places for the arts and 
creativity

46% 13 36% 10 11% 3

Community facilities 
e.g. library, community 
centre

39% 11 43% 12 11% 3

Visitor related services 14% 4 57% 16 7% 2

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

0% 0 29% 8 64% 18

Pop up and temporary 
uses

25% 7 46% 13 25% 7

Outdoor dining 25% 7 64% 18 4% 1

Night time 
entertainment and 
trading

25% 7 46% 13 29% 8

Places for health and 
fitness

32% 9 54% 15 11% 3

Affordable housing 43% 12 36% 10 11% 3

Early morning trading 7% 2 61% 17 25% 7

Small supermarkets 7% 2 50% 14 36% 10

Large supermarkets 0% 0 11% 3 82% 23

Fine grain shop-fronts 14% 4 61% 17 7% 2

Pedestrian through-site 
links

36% 10 32% 9 14% 4

Total respondents 28

Respondents have told us this village centre needs more places 
for the arts and creativity and affordable housing, and less large 
supermarkets.
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WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

CHARING CROSS

Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

21 

27 people completed the online survey 
for this village.

people participated in the community 
workshop for this village.

Bronte Rd
Victoria St

Ca
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WHAT’S HOT AND WHAT’S NOT? 

Activity description

Participants were shown a set of 25 images of buildings 
within and outside of the study area and asked to sort them 
into three groups: ‘hot,’ ‘not’ and ‘unsure’ in response to 
the question: “Which buildings do you like in the context of 
Charing Cross / Bronte Road (Bondi Junction)?”

This was the only workshop that completed the ‘hot or 
not’ activity. It was replaced by the ‘love/change’ activity in 
following workshops. 

Findings

Overall agreement that the buildings should keep within the 
heritage character of the area, if upper floor storeys were 
setback. Some would also like to see continuous awnings 
and existing materiality continued to be used (e.g. brick 
buildings).

Some would like to see more outdoor seating areas and tree 
planting, while others were concerned that trees might take 
away parking in an already tight road corridor. 

Table 17 - Top 5 future character words from the online survey

Local 67%

Community-minded 52%

Historical 48%

Safe 41%

Buzzing 33%

PLACE CHARACTER

Survey results
Survey respondents want the Charing Cross village centre to 
be community-minded, historical and safe in the future. 

“I would like to see more diversity 
of shops and businesses.”

- Survey respondent
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Workshop results
As shown in the diagram below, workshop participants want 
to build on the Charing Cross village centre’s existing assets, 
including proximity to the beach, heritage character and 
relaxed feel, while highlighting opportunities to enhance 
the comfort of the centre for all community members (e.g. 
all ages and backgrounds). Bringing more green and natural 
features such as plantings and trees was a priority across all 
groups. Participants selected chairs with a clean, modern 
and classic design but also liked chairs that they described 
as funky or playful.

CLASSIC AND 
VIBRANT
 – Homey

 – Seaside

 – Boutique

 – Respectful

 – Vibrant

RELAXED AND 
BEACHY
 – Classic but cool

 – Aspirational 

 – Relaxed

 – Beachy character

3 GROUPS

2 GROUPS

COMFORTABLE
AND MODERN
 – Comfortable (2) but edgy

 – Modern (2)
 – Designer

 – Fun

 – Community

GREEN AND 
NATURAL
 – Green (2)
 – Simple
 – Elegant 
 – Whimsy
 – Joy
 – Natural
 – Clean
 – A bit of green but not over-

bearing

CREATIVE
 – Funky (2) 
 – Indigenous design
 – Public art

2 GROUPS

FAMILY FRIENDLY 
AND PLAYFUL
 – Outdoor 

 – Breezy

 – Open

 – Playful

 – Family friendly

2 GROUPS

2 GROUPS
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Table 18 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values
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It has a consistent look 
and feel

11% 3 41% 11 48% 13

Good signage and 
wayfinding

11% 3 37% 10 52% 14

Responsive to history 
and heritage

7% 2 30% 8 63% 17

Functional and 
well-designed street 
furniture

22% 6 30% 8 48% 13

More amenities, such 
as drinking fountains 
and bins

19% 5 37% 10 44% 12

Wide footpaths 22% 6 26% 7 48% 13

Retaining current 
height limits

15% 4 15% 4 70% 19

High quality designed 
buildings

15% 4 22% 6 59% 16

Retaining the smaller, 
active local feel of the 
centre (e.g. small and 
activated shopfronts)

4% 1 4% 1 89% 24

Environmental 
sustainability

7% 2 11% 3 81% 22

Accessible for people 
of all abilities

0% 0 30% 8 67% 18

Character buildings 
are maintained

4% 1 15% 4 78% 21

Planting and greenery 0% 0 19% 5 81% 22

Ease of parking 11% 3 33% 9 52% 14

Ease of access by 
public transport

0% 0 19% 5 78% 21

The materials and 
quality of the footpath

7% 2 22% 6 67% 18

Fine grain shop-fronts 15% 4 33% 9 41% 11

Total respondents 27

VALUES
Retaining the smaller, active local feel of the centre, 
environmental sustainability and planting greenery were the 
three most important values held about this village centre. 

Table 19 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle 
charging stations

37% 10 19% 5 33% 9

Private car parking 37% 10 48% 13 11% 3

Car share car spaces 22% 6 48% 13 26% 7

Cycle lanes and 
parking facilities

44% 12 41% 11 15% 4

Public transport access 48% 13 52% 14 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. 
more zebra crossings, 
pedestrianisation of 
some areas

63% 17 37% 10 0% 0

Universal access 30% 8 41% 11 7% 2

Total respondents 27

ACCESSIBILITY
To increase accessibility this village centre needs safer 
movement for pedestrians and better public transport access. 
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Table 20 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

35% 9 42% 11 23% 6

Trees, planting and 
greenery

88% 23 12% 3 0% 0

Public art 50% 13 23% 6 27% 7

Public recycling 
facilities

58% 15 31% 8 12% 3

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

46% 12 19% 5 23% 6

Places for buskers 15% 4 31% 8 50% 13

Community and verge 
gardens

46% 12 35% 9 12% 3

Street furniture 62% 16 27% 7 12% 3

Public spaces to linger 42% 11 42% 11 12% 3

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

58% 15 31% 8 8% 2

Total respondents 26

PUBLIC DOMAIN
Trees, planting and greenery as well as street furniture are what 
the community want to see more of in this village centre.

USES & ACTIVITIES

Table 21 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 15% 4 77% 20 8% 2

Places for retail and other 
services

27% 7 73% 19 0% 0

Places for work 19% 5 77% 20 0% 0

Places for the arts and 
creativity

50% 13 35% 9 15% 4

Community facilities e.g. 
library, community centre

38% 10 54% 14 8% 2

Visitor related services 12% 3 77% 20 12% 3

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

15% 4 35% 9 42% 11

Pop up and temporary 
uses

19% 5 54% 14 27% 7

Outdoor dining 50% 13 42% 11 8% 2

Night time entertainment 
and trading

23% 6 62% 16 12% 3

Places for health and 
fitness

8% 2 85% 22 4% 1

Affordable housing 31% 8 54% 14 12% 3

Early morning trading 23% 6 73% 19 4% 1

Small supermarkets 27% 7 58% 15 12% 3

Large supermarkets 0% 0 19% 5 65% 17

Fine grain shop-fronts 27% 7 54% 14 4% 1

Pedestrian through-site 
links

46% 12 42% 11 4% 1

Total respondents 26

Respondents have told us this village centre needs more 
outdoor dining and places for the arts and creativity, and less 
large supermarkets.
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WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

BRONTE ROAD, 
BONDI JUNCTION
Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

21 

11 people completed the online survey 
for this village.

people participated in the community 
workshop for this village.

Bronte Rd

PLACE CHARACTER

Survey results
Survey respondents want the Bronte Road (Bondi 
Junction) village centre to be community-minded, safe and 
sustainable/green in the future. 

Table 22 - Top 5 future character words from the online survey

Community-minded 82%

Safe 55%

Sustainable/green 36%

Buzzing 36%

Local 36%

Interesting/intriguing 36%

WHAT’S HOT AND WHAT’S NOT? 

Activity description

Participants were shown a set of 25 images of buildings 
within and outside of the study area and asked to sort them 
into three groups: ‘hot,’ ‘not’ and ‘unsure’ in response to 
the question: “Which buildings do you like in the context of 
Charing Cross / Bronte Road (Bondi Junction)?”

This was the only workshop that completed the ‘hot or not’ 
activity.  It was subsequently replaced by the ‘love/change’ 
activity in the following workshops. 

Findings

There was overall agreement that at the moment, the 
large format retail shops are an architectural eyesore and 
negatively contribute to the precinct feeling not activated. 
There was general agreement that there is an opportunity to 
re-imagine and reinvigorate this precinct in the future. 

Some said that this is where midrise, more contemporary 
architectural buildings could go, as the heritage character 
is much less prominent here compared to somewhere 
like Charing Cross (although where there is heritage, new 
buildings should be sympathetic to their character).

Some would like to see more public spaces included in 
the precinct, as well as playgrounds for families and a new 
parking facility to help alleviate issues in surrounding areas.

“Would be great to be people and 
place focussed, rather than traffic 

focussed (loud, busy) as it is now.”

- Survey respondent
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ENTRANCE TO 
BONDI JUNCTION
 – Entrance to Bondi Junction 
 – Transition from high rise Bondi 

to low rise
 – Building on the background

BALANCE OF 
MODERN AND 
TRADITIONAL
 – Modern / Modern elements (4)
 – Classy (2)
 – Heritage / heritage feel (2) 
 – Sustainable
 – Chic
 – Avant-garde
 – Commercial
 – Contemporary

3 PEOPLE

2 PEOPLE

FUNCTIONAL
 – Has a function /

Functional (2)
 – Utilitarian
 – Efficient 
 – Balanced
 – Economical
 – Homogeneous

REFRESHED 
IDENTITY
 – Fresh vision
 – Destination
 – Place brand (place name)
 – Strong identity
 – “Old meets new”
 – Ethnic design
 – Practical
 – Colourful

CREATIVE
 – Funky (2) 
 – Indigenous design
 – Public art

COMFORTABLE
 – Comfortable (2)
 – Welcoming
 – Inclusive
 – Family friendly
 – Relaxed

ALFRESCO

 – Opportunity for greenery 
(on Bronte Road)

 – Restaurant eating 
precinct

Workshop results
As shown in the diagram below, workshop participants 
want the Bronte Road (Bondi Junction) village centre to be 
refreshed and become more of a destination where people 
stop rather than pass through. 

Other groups identified the potential for this road to 
become a business and food hub, highlighting the 
commercial opportunities for this area.

The vision for Bronte Road (Bondi Junction) from this 
group focussed on a timeless character that emphasises 
“old meets new.” Opportunity to build and engage the 
community through the environmental aesthetics of the 
area, more greenery on Bronte Road, as well as public art to 
invigorate the area was identified. There is an opportunity 
for businesses to thrive on Bronte Road (Bondi Junction), 
with much talk focussed on ‘Osteria Riva’ (this restaurant was 
also mentioned by other groups too).
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Table 24 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values
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It has a consistent 
look and feel

20% 2 50% 5 30% 3

Good signage and 
wayfinding

10% 1 60% 6 30% 3

Responsive to history 
and heritage

10% 1 40% 4 50% 5

Functional and 
well-designed street 
furniture

10% 1 30% 3 60% 6

More amenities, such 
as drinking fountains 
and bins

0% 0 40% 4 60% 6

Wide footpaths 0% 0 40% 4 60% 6

Retaining current 
height limits

10% 1 30% 3 60% 6

High quality designed 
buildings

10% 1 10% 1 80% 8

Retaining the smaller, 
active local feel of the 
centre (e.g. small and 
activated shopfronts)

0% 0 10% 1 90% 9

Environmental 
sustainability

0% 0 10% 1 90% 9

Accessible for people 
of all abilities

0% 0 0% 0 100% 10

Character buildings 
are maintained

10% 1 10% 1 80% 8

Planting and greenery 0% 0 10% 1 90% 9

Ease of parking 10% 1 30% 3 60% 6

Ease of access by 
public transport

0% 0 0% 0 100% 10

The materials and 
quality of the footpath

0% 0 30% 3 70% 7

Fine grain shop-fronts 10% 1 40% 4 30% 3

Total respondents 10

VALUES
Ease of access by public transport and accessibility for people 
of all abilities were the two most important values held about 
this village centre. 

Table 23 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle 
charging stations

50% 5 30% 3 10% 1

Private car parking 10% 1 70% 7 10% 1

Car share car spaces 30% 3 50% 5 10% 1

Cycle lanes and 
parking facilities

70% 7 10% 1 20% 2

Public transport 
access

60% 6 40% 4 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. 
more zebra crossings, 
pedestrianisation of 
some areas

90% 9 10% 1 0% 0

Universal access 70% 7 20% 2 10% 1

Total respondents 10

ACCESSIBILITY
To increase accessibility this village centre needs safer 
movement for pedestrians, universal access and more cycle 
lanes and parking facilities. 
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Table 26 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

45% 5 45% 5 9% 1

Trees, planting and 
greenery

73% 8 27% 3 0% 0

Public art 82% 9 0% 0 18% 2

Public recycling 
facilities

82% 9 9% 1 9% 1

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

73% 8 18% 2 0% 0

Places for buskers 64% 7 27% 3 9% 1

Community and verge 
gardens

64% 7 36% 4 0% 0

Street furniture 82% 9 18% 2 0% 0

Public spaces to linger 64% 7 27% 3 9% 1

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

55% 6 36% 4 0% 0

Total respondents 11

PUBLIC DOMAIN
Public art and public recycling facilities are what the community 
want to see more of in this village centre.

USES & ACTIVITIES

Table 25 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 30% 3 50% 5 20% 2

Places for retail and other 
services

50% 5 40% 4 10% 1

Places for work 40% 4 50% 5 10% 1

Places for the arts and 
creativity

70% 7 30% 3 0% 0

Community facilities e.g. 
library, community centre

70% 7 30% 3 0% 0

Visitor related services 40% 4 50% 5 10% 1

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

10% 1 50% 5 30% 3

Pop up and temporary 
uses

70% 7 20% 2 0% 0

Outdoor dining 70% 7 30% 3 0% 0

Night time entertainment 
and trading

60% 6 20% 2 20% 2

Places for health and 
fitness

30% 3 70% 7 0% 0

Affordable housing 50% 5 30% 3 20% 2

Early morning trading 30% 3 50% 5 10% 1

Small supermarkets 40% 4 50% 5 10% 1

Large supermarkets 10% 1 40% 4 40% 4

Fine grain shop-fronts 30% 3 40% 4 10% 1

Pedestrian through-site 
links

70% 7 20% 2 10% 1

Total respondents 10

Respondents have told us this village centre needs more 
community facilities, places for the arts and creativity, pop up 
and temporary uses, outdoor dining and pedestrian through-
site links.
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WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

MACPHERSON STREET

Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

21 

59 people completed the online survey 
for this village.

people participated in the community 
workshop for this village.
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WHAT DO PEOPLE LOVE? 

Workshop findings (love/change activity)

Some common themes:
 – Good mix of shops (x5)

 – Boutique cafes and restaurants 

 – Local independent shops and no chain stores

 – Community and local feel 

 – Vibrant street life 

 – Relaxed and quiet 

 – Low rise shops 

 – Trees and planter boxes 

 – Heritage character

 – Views 

 – Destination for tourists

 – Pedestrians crossing 

WHAT DO PEOPLE WANT TO CHANGE?
Workshop findings (love/change activity)

Some common themes:
 ~ Less and slow traffic (x9), including past the childcare 

centre

 ~ No supermarket (x5)

 ~ Parking issues (x3)

 ~ No more development (x3)

 ~ Slow traffic 

 ~ Improved pedestrian access, including better lighting 
at the pedestrian crossing, wider upgraded footpaths

Some other comments:
 ~ Cycle paths

 ~ Continuous awning

 ~ More community spaces

 ~ Redevelopment of 60s buildings in keeping with 
heritage buildings 

 ~ Better planting 

 ~ Add heritage signage 

 ~ Extend trading hours for restaurants 

 ~ Address local housing affordability 

MacPherson Street

“It’s lovely just the way it is. 
Small, local businesses serving 

the local community.”

- Survey respondent
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RELAXED & 
CASUAL
 – Homey / comfortable like 

home (2)
 – Relaxed
 – Friendly
 – Chilled
 – Beachy
 – Casual conversations
 – Beachside boutique character 

(like Charing Cross)

SPACE FOR COMMUNITY
 – Welcoming (2) / welcoming to all ages
 – Community spaces to gather
 – Places for people to come together
 – Inclusive
 – Spacious
 – Space for people and businesses to experiment and 

improvise (e.g. Iggy’s)
 – Centre for community
 – Friendly
 – Sociable

 2 PEOPLE

 2 PEOPLE FUN & HAPPY 
 – Happy environment
 – Happy people
 – Fun

BEAUTIFIED
 – Designed, but not  

over-designed (2)
 – Funky
 – Spacious
 – Beautification 
 – Simple beauty
 – Structured but natural

SAFE & CLEAN
 – Safe (2) 
 – Clean (2) 
 – Paved footpath
 – No more concrete or pavers
 – Able to walk along footpath

PLACE CHARACTER

Survey results
Survey respondents want the Macpherson Street village 
centre to be community-minded, safe and local in the future. 

Workshop results
As shown in the diagram below, workshop participants 
want Macpherson Street village centre to be a place 
for community that is welcoming and inclusive, with 
spaces where people of all ages can come together. One 
group agreed that they want this village centre to have a 
relaxed and casual look and feel, but prioritised simple 
beautification and playful elements. Another group wanted 
this village centre to be a friendly and walkable place where 
people want to stop rather than pass through.

Table 27 -  Online survey - Which words would you use to describe 
your preferred future character/personality of this village centre? 

Community-minded 76%

Local 58%

Safe 39%

Sustainable/green 37%

Relaxed 31%
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Table 28 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values
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% # % # % #

It has a consistent look 
and feel

14% 7 34% 17 50% 25

Good signage and 
wayfinding

12% 6 54% 27 30% 15

Responsive to history 
and heritage

8% 4 36% 18 54% 27

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

8% 4 30% 15 58% 29

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and 
bins

18% 9 30% 15 48% 24

Wide footpaths 10% 5 44% 22 44% 22

Retaining current height 
limits

8% 4 6% 3 80% 40

High quality designed 
buildings

12% 6 20% 10 64% 32

Retaining the smaller, 
active local feel of the 
centre (e.g. small and 
activated shopfronts)

4% 2 2% 1 86% 43

Environmental 
sustainability

4% 2 12% 6 74% 37

Accessible for people of 
all abilities

4% 2 16% 8 72% 36

Character buildings are 
maintained

2% 1 20% 10 72% 36

Planting and greenery 0% 0 12% 6 84% 42

Ease of parking 20% 10 28% 14 46% 23

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 22% 11 72% 36

The materials and 
quality of the footpath

4% 2 26% 13 66% 33

Fine grain shop-fronts 10% 5 32% 16 36% 18

Total respondents 50

VALUES
Retaining the smaller, active local feel of the centre and 
planting and greenery were the two most important values held 
about this village centre. 

Table 29 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle 
charging stations

35% 18 33% 17 15% 8

Private car parking 15% 8 58% 30 21% 11

Car share car spaces 17% 9 56% 29 15% 8

Cycle lanes and 
parking facilities

44% 23 35% 18 19% 10

Public transport 
access

40% 21 52% 27 2% 1

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. 
more zebra crossings, 
pedestrianisation of 
some areas

63% 33 37% 19 0% 0

Universal access 31% 16 40% 21 8% 4

Total respondents 52

ACCESSIBILITY
To increase accessibility this village centre needs more cycle 
lanes and parking facilities and better public transport access. 
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Table 30 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

22% 12 59% 32 11% 6

Trees, planting and 
greenery

87% 47 11% 6 0% 0

Public art 46% 25 44% 24 6% 3

Public recycling 
facilities

57% 31 31% 17 4% 2

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

48% 26 28% 15 7% 4

Places for buskers 9% 5 43% 23 31% 17

Community and verge 
gardens

57% 31 28% 15 2% 1

Street furniture 43% 23 37% 20 7% 4

Public spaces to linger 30% 16 41% 22 13% 7

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

31% 17 48% 26 6% 3

Total respondents 54

PUBLIC DOMAIN
Trees, planting and greenery as well as public recycling facilities 
and community and verge gardens are what the community 
want to see more of in this village centre.

USES & ACTIVITIES

Table 31 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 14% 7 76% 39 6% 3

Places for retail and 
other services

22% 11 65% 33 12% 6

Places for work 12% 6 71% 36 6% 3

Places for the arts and 
creativity

45% 23 39% 20 8% 4

Community facilities 
e.g library, community 
centre

41% 21 51% 26 6% 3

Visitor related services 2% 1 82% 42 12% 6

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

0% 0 41% 21 55% 28

Pop up and temporary 
uses

22% 11 39% 20 33% 17

Outdoor dining 31% 16 55% 28 8% 4

Night time 
entertainment and 
trading

18% 9 57% 29 24% 12

Places for health and 
fitness

33% 17 63% 32 2% 1

Affordable housing 33% 17 57% 29 6% 3

Early morning trading 10% 5 67% 34 18% 9

Small supermarkets 12% 6 47% 24 39% 20

Large supermarkets 8% 4 8% 4 76% 39

Fine grain shop-fronts 24% 12 51% 26 8% 4

Pedestrian through-site 
links

33% 17 43% 22 4% 2

Total respondents 51

Respondents have told us this village centre needs more 
community facilities, places for the arts and creativity, and less 
large supermarkets.

277



36  |     CRED CONSULTING 

WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

ROSE BAY NORTH

Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

6 

1 people completed the online survey 
for this village.

people participated in the community 
workshop for this village.

Woollahra 
Council 

Oceanview Ave

Military Rd
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WHAT DO PEOPLE LOVE? 

Workshop findings (love/change activity)

Some common themes:
 – Small businesses (x4)

 – Cafes

Some other comments:
 – Can walk within 5 minutes to a different restaurant for a 

different night of the week. 

 – Old village feel 

 – Not too built up 

 – Good to have a supermarket is good. 

 – Only thing missing is a butcher and fruit shop

 – Love that there will be a Bunnings 

WHAT DO PEOPLE WANT TO CHANGE?
Workshop findings (love/change activity)

Some common themes:
 – More parking

 – Congestions 

 – Need the bank back and fruit and veg

 – More bus services – difficult for the elderly to access the 
city and other places 

 – Bus stops locations reviewed have been relocated to the 
middle of a shopping centre

 – Doesn’t have the aesthetic to go with the ‘feel’

 – Sculptured bushes to break up the footpath (Western 
Devon Street)

 – Planters on Plumer Road

Table 32 - Online survey - Which words would you use to describe 
your preferred future character/personality of this village centre? 

Quiet 100%

Local 100%

Safe 100%

Relaxed 100%

Note: there is only 1 respondent to the online survey for this village

“Great small businesses 
in the area”

- Workshop participant

PLACE CHARACTER

Survey results
Survey respondents want the Rose Bay North village centre 
to be quiet, local, safe and relaxed in the future. 
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COMFORTABLE & 
INVITING
 – Comfortable (2)
 – Inviting
 – Somewhere you want to stay
 – A sense of belonging
 – A sense of community

FRIENDLY 
 – Friendly 
 – People say hi to each other in 

the street
 – “Everyone knows each other”

CULTURAL
 – Street libraries
 – Innovative street 

furniture

GREEN
 – Needs more greenery
 – More street furniture 

and planting 

ELEGANT
 – Old world
 – Elegant
 – Unique

CONSISTENT
 – Consistent look and feel
 – Consistent signage

Workshop results
As shown in the diagram below, the future character of 
Rose Bay North was primarily described using the word 
‘comfortable’. The overall desire for the future of Rose Bay 
was to maintain many of the qualities that it has today - such 
as a place that is friendly and inviting, and that creates an 
old world atmosphere that is unique to the community. 
Some participants would like to see more greenery (not at 
the expense of parking) and a more common look and feel. 
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Table 33 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values
Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very 
important

% # % # % #

It has a consistent 
look and feel

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Good signage and 
wayfinding

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Responsive to history 
and heritage

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Functional and 
well-designed street 
furniture

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

More amenities, such 
as drinking fountains 
and bins

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Wide footpaths 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Retaining current 
height limits

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

High quality designed 
buildings

0% 0 0% 0 0% 0

Retaining the smaller, 
active local feel of the 
centre (e.g. small and 
activated shopfronts)

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Environmental 
sustainability

0% 0 0% 0 0% 0

Accessible for people 
of all abilities

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Character buildings 
are maintained

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Planting and greenery 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Ease of parking 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Ease of access by 
public transport

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

The materials 
and quality of the 
footpath

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 1

VALUES

Table 34 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle 
charging stations

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Private car parking 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Car share car spaces 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Cycle lanes and 
parking facilities

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Public transport 
access

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Safe movement 
for pedestrians 
e.g. more zebra 
crossings, 
pedestrianisation of 
some areas

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Universal access 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0

Total respondents 1

ACCESSIBILITY
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Table 35 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain 
features

More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces 
for events and 
gatherings

0% 0 0% 0 0% 0

Trees, planting 
and greenery

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Public art 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Public recycling 
facilities

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Visibility of local 
Indigenous 
culture and 
heritage

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Places for 
buskers

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Community and 
verge gardens

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Street furniture 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Public spaces to 
linger

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Consistency 
in aesthetic of 
signage

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Total 
respondents

1

PUBLIC DOMAIN USES & ACTIVITIES

Table 36 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to 
live

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Places for retail and 
other services

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Places for work 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Places for the arts 
and creativity

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Community 
facilities e.g. library, 
community centre

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Visitor related 
services

0% 0 0% 0 0% 0

Hotels/motels/
serviced apartments

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Pop up and 
temporary uses

0% 0 0% 0 0% 0

Outdoor dining 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Night time 
entertainment and 
trading

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Places for health and 
fitness

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Affordable housing 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Early morning trading 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Small supermarkets 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0

Large supermarkets 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Pedestrian through-
site links

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Total respondents 1
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WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

BELGRAVE STREET, 
BRONTE
Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

5 people completed the online survey 
for this village.

Birrel St

Read St 

Belgrave St

VILLAGE CHARACTER
Survey respondents want the Belgrave Street village centre 
to be local, relaxed, beautiful and iconic in the future.  

USES & ACTIVITIES

Table 37 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle charging 
stations

33% 1 33% 1 33% 1

Private car parking 33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Car share car spaces 33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Cycle lanes and parking 
facilities

33% 1 33% 1 33% 1

Public transport access 33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. 
more zebra crossings, 
pedestrianisation of 
some areas

100% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Universal access 100% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Total respondents 3

ACCESSIBILITY

Table 38 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Places for retail and other 
services

67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Places for work 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Places for the arts and 
creativity

100% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Community facilities e.g 
library, community centre

33% 1 33% 1 33% 1

Visitor related services 0% 0 33% 1 33% 1

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

33% 1 0% 0 33% 1

Pop up and temporary uses 33% 1 33% 1 33% 1

Outdoor dining 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Night time entertainment 
and trading

67% 2 0% 0 33% 1

Places for health and fitness 33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Affordable housing 67% 2 0% 0 33% 1

Early morning trading 33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Small supermarkets 33% 1 0% 0 33% 1

Large supermarkets 33% 1 0% 0 33% 1

Fine grain shop-fronts 67% 2 0% 0 33% 1

Pedestrian through-site links 67% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Total respondents 3
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Table 39 -  Online survey - Which words would you use to describe 
your preferred future character/personality of this village centre? 

Local 60%

Relaxed 40%

Beautiful 40%

Iconic 40%
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Table 41 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very 
important

% # % # % #

It has a consistent look and 
feel

50% 2 0% 0 25% 1

Good signage and 
wayfinding

0% 0 25% 1 50% 2

Responsive to history and 
heritage

50% 2 25% 1 25% 1

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

0% 0 0% 0 75% 3

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and bins

0% 0 50% 2 50% 2

Wide footpaths 25% 1 0% 0 50% 2

Retaining current height 
limits

50% 2 0% 0 25% 1

High quality designed 
buildings

0% 0 0% 0 75% 3

Retaining the smaller, active 
local feel of the centre 
(e.g. small and activated 
shopfronts)

0% 0 25% 1 50% 2

Environmental sustainability 25% 1 0% 0 50% 2

Accessible for people of all 
abilities

0% 0 25% 1 50% 2

Character buildings are 
maintained

25% 1 0% 0 50% 2

Planting and greenery 25% 1 0% 0 50% 2

Ease of parking 25% 1 25% 1 25% 1

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 25% 1 50% 2

The materials and quality of 
the footpath

0% 0 0% 0 75% 3

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 25% 1 50% 2

Total respondents 4

VALUES
Table 40 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

25% 1 50% 2 25% 1

Trees, planting and 
greenery

50% 2 50% 2 0% 0

Public art 50% 2 25% 1 0% 0

Public recycling 
facilities

50% 2 0% 0 25% 1

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

50% 2 0% 0 25% 1

Places for buskers 25% 1 0% 0 50% 2

Community and verge 
gardens

50% 2 0% 0 25% 1

Street furniture 75% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Public spaces to linger 50% 2 25% 1 0% 0

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

50% 2 25% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 4

PUBLIC DOMAIN

283



42  |     CRED CONSULTING 

WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

BLAKE STREET, 
DOVER HEIGHTS
Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

2 people completed the online survey 
for this village.
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Blake St 

Dover Rd

Table 42 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle charging 
stations

0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Private car parking 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Car share car spaces 0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Cycle lanes and parking 
facilities

0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Public transport access 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. 
more zebra crossings, 
pedestrianisation of some 
areas

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Universal access 50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 2

USES & ACTIVITIES

ACCESSIBILITY

Table 43 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Places for retail and other 
services

100% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Places for work 50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Places for the arts and 
creativity

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Community facilities e.g. 
library, community centre

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Visitor related services 50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Pop up and temporary 
uses

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Outdoor dining 100% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Night time entertainment 
and trading

100% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Places for health and 
fitness

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Affordable housing 0% 0 50% 1 0% 0

Early morning trading 50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Small supermarkets 100% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Large supermarkets 0% 0 50% 1 0% 0

Fine grain shop-fronts 100% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Pedestrian through-site 
links

100% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Total respondents 2

VILLAGE CHARACTER
Survey respondents want the Blake Street village centre to 
be local, interesting, iconic, beautiful, safe, sustainable and 
relaxed in the future. 

Table 44 -  Online survey - Which words would you use to describe 
your preferred future character/personality of this village centre? 

Local 100.0%

Interesting/intriguing 50.0%

Iconic 50.0%

Beautiful 50.0%

Safe 50.0%

Sustainable/green 50.0%

Relaxed 50.0%
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Table 45 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Trees, planting and 
greenery

0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Public art 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Public recycling 
facilities

0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Places for buskers 50% 1 0% 0 50% 1

Community and verge 
gardens

0% 0 50% 1 0% 0

Street furniture 100% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Public spaces to linger 0% 0 50% 1 0% 0

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

100% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Total respondents 2

Table 46 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very 
important

% # % # % #

It has a consistent look and 
feel

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Good signage and 
wayfinding

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Responsive to history and 
heritage

50% 1 0% 0 50% 1

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and bins

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Wide footpaths 50% 1 0% 0 50% 1

Retaining current height 
limits

50% 1 0% 0 50% 1

High quality designed 
buildings

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Retaining the smaller, active 
local feel of the centre 
(e.g. small and activated 
shopfronts)

50% 1 0% 0 50% 1

Environmental sustainability 50% 1 0% 0 50% 1

Accessible for people of all 
abilities

0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Character buildings are 
maintained

50% 1 0% 0 50% 1

Planting and greenery 50% 1 0% 0 50% 1

Ease of parking 0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

The materials and quality of 
the footpath

0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Total respondents 2

VALUES PUBLIC DOMAIN
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WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

FLETCHER STREET, 
TAMARAMA
Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

5 people completed the online survey 
for this village.
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Table 47 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle charging 
stations

0% 0 80% 4 20% 1

Private car parking 0% 0 80% 4 20% 1

Car share car spaces 0% 0 80% 4 20% 1

Cycle lanes and parking 
facilities

60% 3 20% 1 20% 1

Public transport access 80% 4 20% 1 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. more zebra 
crossings, pedestrianisation 
of some areas

80% 4 20% 1 0% 0

Universal access 60% 3 40% 2 0% 0

Total respondents 5

USES & ACTIVITIES

ACCESSIBILITY

Table 48 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 40% 2 60% 3 0% 0

Places for retail and other 
services

80% 4 0% 0 0% 0

Places for work 0% 0 100% 5 0% 0

Places for the arts and 
creativity

40% 2 60% 3 0% 0

Community facilities e.g 
library, community centre

60% 3 40% 2 0% 0

Visitor related services 20% 1 80% 4 0% 0

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

20% 1 40% 2 40% 2

Pop up and temporary 
uses

40% 2 40% 2 20% 1

Outdoor dining 100% 5 0% 0 0% 0

Night time entertainment 
and trading

60% 3 40% 2 0% 0

Places for health and 
fitness

20% 1 80% 4 0% 0

Affordable housing 60% 3 40% 2 0% 0

Early morning trading 40% 2 60% 3 0% 0

Small supermarkets 60% 3 20% 1 20% 1

Large supermarkets 0% 0 80% 4 20% 1

Fine grain shop-fronts 80% 4 20% 1 0% 0

Pedestrian through-site 
links

40% 2 60% 3 0% 0

Total respondents 5

VILLAGE CHARACTER
Survey respondents want the Fletcher Street village centre 
to be local, safe, beautiful and sustainable/green in the 
future.

Table 49 -  Online survey - Which words would you use to describe 
your preferred future character/personality of this village centre? 

Local 60%

Safe 40%

Beautiful 40%

Sustainable/green 40%
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Table 50 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

20% 1 60% 3 0% 0

Trees, planting and 
greenery

100% 5 0% 0 0% 0

Public art 80% 4 20% 1 0% 0

Public recycling 
facilities

60% 3 40% 2 0% 0

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

100% 5 0% 0 0% 0

Places for buskers 20% 1 40% 2 20% 1

Community and verge 
gardens

80% 4 20% 1 0% 0

Street furniture 100% 5 0% 0 0% 0

Public spaces to linger 60% 3 40% 2 0% 0

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

80% 4 20% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 5

Table 51 - How important are the following values to you about this 
village centre?

Values
Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very 
important

% # % # % #

It has a consistent look and 
feel

20% 1 40% 2 40% 2

Good signage and 
wayfinding

20% 1 20% 1 60% 3

Responsive to history and 
heritage

20% 1 20% 1 60% 3

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

0% 0 20% 1 80% 4

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and bins

0% 0 20% 1 80% 4

Wide footpaths 0% 0 0% 0 100% 5

Retaining current height 
limits

20% 1 0% 0 80% 4

High quality designed 
buildings

0% 0 0% 0 100% 5

Retaining the smaller, active 
local feel of the centre 
(e.g. small and activated 
shopfronts)

0% 0 0% 0 100% 5

Environmental sustainability 0% 0 20% 1 80% 4

Accessible for people of all 
abilities

0% 0 20% 1 80% 4

Character buildings are 
maintained

0% 0 0% 0 100% 5

Planting and greenery 0% 0 0% 0 80% 4

Ease of parking 40% 2 60% 3 0% 0

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 20% 1 80% 4

The materials and quality of 
the footpath

0% 0 20% 1 80% 4

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 40% 2 60% 3

Total respondents 5

VALUES PUBLIC DOMAIN
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46  |     CRED CONSULTING 

WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

MURRIVERIE ROAD 
EAST

Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

1 person completed the online survey 
for this village.

Table 52 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle charging 
stations

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Private car parking 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Car share car spaces 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Cycle lanes and parking 
facilities

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Public transport access 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. 
more zebra crossings, 
pedestrianisation of 
some areas

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Universal access 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 1

USES & ACTIVITIES

ACCESSIBILITY

Table 53 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Places for retail and other 
services

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Places for work 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Places for the arts and 
creativity

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Community facilities e.g 
library, community centre

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Visitor related services 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Pop up and temporary uses 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Outdoor dining 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Night time entertainment 
and trading

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Places for health and fitness 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Affordable housing 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Early morning trading 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Small supermarkets 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Large supermarkets 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Pedestrian through-site links 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 1
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VILLAGE CHARACTER
Survey respondents want the Murriverie Road East village 
centre to be local, safe, beautiful and sustainable/green in 
the future.

Table 54 -  Online survey - Which words would you use to describe 
your preferred future character/personality of this village centre? 

Community-minded 100%

Beautiful 100%

Quiet 100%

Local 100%

Safe 100%
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Table 55 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Trees, planting and 
greenery

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Public art 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Public recycling 
facilities

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Places for buskers 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Community and verge 
gardens

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Street furniture 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Public spaces to linger 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 1

Table 56 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very 
important

% # % # % #

It has a consistent look and 
feel

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Good signage and 
wayfinding

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Responsive to history and 
heritage

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and bins

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Wide footpaths 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Retaining current height 
limits

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

High quality designed 
buildings

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Retaining the smaller, active 
local feel of the centre 
(e.g. small and activated 
shopfronts)

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Environmental sustainability 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Accessible for people of all 
abilities

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Character buildings are 
maintained

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Planting and greenery 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Ease of parking 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

The materials and quality of 
the footpath

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 1

VALUES PUBLIC DOMAIN
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48  |     CRED CONSULTING 

WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

MURRIVERIE ROAD 
WEST
Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

2 people completed the online survey 
for this village.

Table 57 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle charging 
stations

50% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Private car parking 50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Car share car spaces 50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Cycle lanes and parking 
facilities

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Public transport access 50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. more zebra 
crossings, pedestrianisation 
of some areas

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Universal access 50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 2

USES & ACTIVITIES

ACCESSIBILITY

Table 58 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Places for retail and other 
services

0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Places for work 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Places for the arts and 
creativity

0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Community facilities e.g 
library, community centre

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Visitor related services 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Pop up and temporary uses 0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Outdoor dining 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Night time entertainment 
and trading

0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Places for health and fitness 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Affordable housing 50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Early morning trading 50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Small supermarkets 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Large supermarkets 0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Pedestrian through-site links 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Total respondents 2
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VILLAGE CHARACTER
Survey respondents want the Murriverie Road West village 
centre to be sustainable/green and quiet in the future.

Table 59 - Top future character words from the online survey

Sustainable/green 100%

Quiet 100%

Peaceful 50%

Relaxed 50%

Community-minded 50%

Beautiful 50%

Safe 50%

Natural 50%
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Table 60 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of 
the following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Trees, planting and 
greenery

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Public art 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Public recycling 
facilities

100% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Places for buskers 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Community and verge 
gardens

100% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Street furniture 100% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Public spaces to linger 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Total respondents 2

Table 61 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very 
important

% # % # % #

It has a consistent look 
and feel

50% 1 50% 1 0% 0

Good signage and 
wayfinding

50% 1 0% 0 50% 1

Responsive to history and 
heritage

0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and 
bins

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Wide footpaths 0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Retaining current height 
limits

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

High quality designed 
buildings

0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

Retaining the smaller, 
active local feel of the 
centre (e.g. small and 
activated shopfronts)

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Environmental 
sustainability

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Accessible for people of 
all abilities

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Character buildings are 
maintained

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Planting and greenery 0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Ease of parking 0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 50% 1 50% 1

The materials and quality 
of the footpath

0% 0 0% 0 100% 2

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 100% 2 0% 0

Total respondents 2

VALUES PUBLIC DOMAIN
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50  |     CRED CONSULTING 

WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

NORTH BONDI
Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

4 people completed the online survey 
for this village.

Wallis Parade
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Table 62 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle charging 
stations

33% 1 0% 0 33% 1

Private car parking 33% 1 33% 1 33% 1

Car share car spaces 33% 1 33% 1 33% 1

Cycle lanes and parking 
facilities

33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Public transport access 33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. more zebra 
crossings, pedestrianisation 
of some areas

33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Universal access 33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Total respondents 3

USES & ACTIVITIES

ACCESSIBILITY

Table 63 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Places for retail and other 
services

67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Places for work 33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Places for the arts and 
creativity

67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Community facilities e.g 
library, community centre

67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Visitor related services 0% 0 67% 2 0% 0

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

0% 0 33% 1 33% 1

Pop up and temporary uses 100% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Outdoor dining 67% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Night time entertainment and 
trading

33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Places for health and fitness 0% 0 67% 2 0% 0

Affordable housing 0% 0 67% 2 0% 0

Early morning trading 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Small supermarkets 0% 0 67% 2 0% 0

Large supermarkets 0% 0 0% 0 33% 1

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 67% 2 0% 0

Pedestrian through-site links 33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 3

VILLAGE CHARACTER
Survey respondents want the North Bondi village centre to 
be local, community-minded, diverse and sustainable/green 
in the future. 

Table 64 - Top future character words from the online survey

Local 75%

Community-minded 50%

Diverse 50%

Sustainable/green 50%
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Table 65 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

0% 0 67% 2 33% 1

Trees, planting and 
greenery

100% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Public art 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Public recycling 
facilities

100% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture 
and heritage

33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Places for buskers 33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Community and verge 
gardens

67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Street furniture 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Public spaces to linger 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Total respondents 3

Table 66 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very 
important

% # % # % #

It has a consistent look and 
feel

0% 0 67% 2 33% 1

Good signage and 
wayfinding

0% 0 67% 2 33% 1

Responsive to history and 
heritage

0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and bins

0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

Wide footpaths 33% 1 33% 1 33% 1

Retaining current height 
limits

0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

High quality designed 
buildings

0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

Retaining the smaller, active 
local feel of the centre 
(e.g. small and activated 
shopfronts)

0% 0 33% 1 67% 2

Environmental sustainability 0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

Accessible for people of all 
abilities

33% 1 0% 0 33% 1

Character buildings are 
maintained

0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

Planting and greenery 0% 0 0% 0 67% 2

Ease of parking 0% 0 0% 0 67% 2

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 0% 0 67% 2

The materials and quality of 
the footpath

0% 0 33% 1 33% 1

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 67% 33% 1

Total respondents 3

VALUES PUBLIC DOMAIN
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WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

OSHR FLOOD STREET

Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

1 person completed the online survey 
for this village.
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Table 67 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle charging 
stations

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Private car parking 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Car share car spaces 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Cycle lanes and parking 
facilities

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Public transport access 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. more zebra 
crossings, pedestrianisation 
of some areas

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Universal access 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Total respondents 1

USES & ACTIVITIES

ACCESSIBILITY

Table 68 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Places for retail and other 
services

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Places for work 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Places for the arts and 
creativity

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Community facilities e.g 
library, community centre

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Visitor related services 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Pop up and temporary 
uses

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Outdoor dining 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Night time entertainment 
and trading

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Places for health and 
fitness

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Affordable housing 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Early morning trading 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Small supermarkets 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Large supermarkets 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Fine grain shop-fronts 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Pedestrian through-site 
links

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 1

VILLAGE CHARACTER
Local was the only word used to best describe the future 
character of the OSHR Flood Street village centre. 

Table 69 - Top future character words from the online survey

Local 100%
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Table 70 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Trees, planting and 
greenery

0% 0 0% 0 0% 0

Public art 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Public recycling 
facilities

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

0% 0 0% 0 0% 0

Places for buskers 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Community and verge 
gardens

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Street furniture 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Public spaces to linger 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Total respondents 1

Table 71 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very 
important

% # % # % #

It has a consistent look and 
feel

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Good signage and 
wayfinding

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Responsive to history and 
heritage

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and bins

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Wide footpaths 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Retaining current height 
limits

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

High quality designed 
buildings

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Retaining the smaller, active 
local feel of the centre 
(e.g. small and activated 
shopfronts)

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Environmental sustainability 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Accessible for people of all 
abilities

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Character buildings are 
maintained

0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Planting and greenery 0% 0 0% 0 100% 1

Ease of parking 100% 1 0% 0 0% 0

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

The materials and quality of 
the footpath

0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 100% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 1

VALUES PUBLIC DOMAIN
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WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

CURLEWIS STREET

Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

3 persons completed the online 
survey for this village.

Table 72 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle charging 
stations

33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Private car parking 67% 2 0% 0 33% 1

Car share car spaces 0% 0 67% 2 0% 0

Cycle lanes and parking 
facilities

33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Public transport access 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. more zebra 
crossings, pedestrianisation 
of some areas

67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Universal access 0% 0 67% 2 0% 0

Total respondents 3

USES & ACTIVITIES

ACCESSIBILITY

Table 73 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Places for retail and other 
services

67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Places for work 33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Places for the arts and 
creativity

100% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Community facilities e.g. 
library, community centre

33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Visitor related services 0% 0 100% 3 0% 0

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

33% 1 33% 1 33% 1

Pop up and temporary uses 67% 2 0% 0 33% 1

Outdoor dining 67% 2 0% 0 0% 0

Night time entertainment 
and trading

100% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Places for health and fitness 0% 0 100% 3 0% 0

Affordable housing 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Early morning trading 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Small supermarkets 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Large supermarkets 0% 0 100% 3 0% 0

Fine grain shop-fronts 33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Pedestrian through-site links 33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 3

VILLAGE CHARACTER
Survey respondents want the Curlewis Street village centre 
to be lively, community-minded, beachy and safe in the 
future.
Table 74 - Top future character words from the online survey

Community-minded 67%

Lively 67%

Beachy 67%

Safe 67%
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Table 75 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

0% 0 100% 3 0% 0

Trees, planting and 
greenery

100% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Public art 33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Public recycling 
facilities

67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Places for buskers 33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Community and verge 
gardens

100% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Street furniture 100% 3 0% 0 0% 0

Public spaces to linger 67% 2 33% 1 0% 0

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

33% 1 33% 1 0% 0

Total respondents 3

Table 76 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very 
important

% # % # % #

It has a consistent look and 
feel

0% 0 100% 3 0% 0

Good signage and 
wayfinding

33% 1 67% 2 0% 0

Responsive to history and 
heritage

0% 0 33% 1 67% 2

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and bins

0% 0 33% 1 67% 2

Wide footpaths 0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

Retaining current height 
limits

0% 0 33% 1 67% 2

High quality designed 
buildings

0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

Retaining the smaller, active 
local feel of the centre 
(e.g. small and activated 
shopfronts)

0% 0 33% 1 67% 2

Environmental sustainability 0% 0 33% 1 67% 2

Accessible for people of all 
abilities

0% 0 67% 2 33% 1

Character buildings are 
maintained

0% 0 33% 1 67% 2

Planting and greenery 0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

Ease of parking 67% 2 0% 0 33% 1

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 0% 0 100% 3

The materials and quality of 
the footpath

0% 0 33% 1 67% 2

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 33% 1 33% 1

Total respondents 3

VALUES PUBLIC DOMAIN
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56  |     CRED CONSULTING 

WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

GLENAYR AVE

Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

9 persons completed the online 
survey for this village.

Table 77 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following accessibility features in this village centre?

Accessibility features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Electric vehicle charging 
stations

44% 4 22% 2 11% 1

Private car parking 22% 2 44% 4 22% 2

Car share car spaces 33% 3 56% 5 0% 0

Cycle lanes and parking 
facilities

67% 6 22% 2 11% 1

Public transport access 67% 6 33% 3 0% 0

Safe movement for 
pedestrians e.g. more zebra 
crossings, pedestrianisation 
of some areas

89% 8 11% 1 0% 0

Universal access 67% 6 33% 3 0% 0

Total respondents 9

USES & ACTIVITIES

ACCESSIBILITY

Table 78 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following uses in this village centre?

Uses and activities
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Places for people to live 22% 2 44% 4 11% 1

Places for retail and other 
services

44% 4 33% 3 0% 0

Places for work 33% 3 33% 3 11% 1

Places for the arts and 
creativity

89% 8 11% 1 0% 0

Community facilities e.g 
library, community centre

56% 5 22% 2 0% 0

Visitor related services 11% 1 56% 5 0% 0

Hotels/motels/serviced 
apartments

11% 1 33% 3 33% 3

Pop up and temporary uses 44% 4 44% 4 11% 1

Outdoor dining 56% 5 22% 2 0% 0

Night time entertainment and 
trading

89% 8 11% 1 0% 0

Places for health and fitness 22% 2 56% 5 0% 0

Affordable housing 56% 5 33% 3 0% 0

Early morning trading 67% 6 22% 2 0% 0

Small supermarkets 22% 2 56% 5 0% 0

Large supermarkets 0% 0 22% 2 56% 5

Fine grain shop-fronts 67% 6 22% 2 0% 0

Pedestrian through-site links 78% 7 22% 2 0% 0

Total respondents 9

VILLAGE CHARACTER
Survey respondents want the Glenayr Avenue village centre 
to be interesting/intriguing, beautiful, community-minded, 
local, sustainable/green and buzzing in the future.

Table 79 - Top future character words from the online survey

Interesting/intriguing 56%

Beautiful 44%

Community-minded 44%

Local 44%

Sustainable/green 44%

Buzzing 44%
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Table 80 - Would you like to see more, less, or the same of the 
following public domain features in this village centre?

Public domain features
More Same Less

% # % # % #

Public spaces for 
events and gatherings

67% 6 33% 3 0% 0

Trees, planting and 
greenery

100% 9 0% 0 0% 0

Public art 67% 6 22% 2 0% 0

Public recycling 
facilities

78% 7 11% 1 0% 0

Visibility of local 
Indigenous culture and 
heritage

56% 5 33% 3 0% 0

Places for buskers 44% 4 22% 2 22% 2

Community and verge 
gardens

100% 9 0% 0 0% 0

Street furniture 67% 6 33% 3 0% 0

Public spaces to linger 67% 6 33% 3 0% 0

Consistency in 
aesthetic of signage

44% 4 44% 4 0% 0

Total respondents 9

Table 81 - How important are the following values to you about 
this village centre?

Values

Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
important

Very 
important

% # % # % #

It has a consistent look and 
feel

33% 3 33% 3 22% 2

Good signage and 
wayfinding

11% 1 33% 3 44% 4

Responsive to history and 
heritage

0% 0 67% 6 22% 2

Functional and well-
designed street furniture

0% 0 33% 3 67% 6

More amenities, such as 
drinking fountains and bins

0% 0 22% 2 67% 6

Wide footpaths 0% 0 11% 1 78% 7

Retaining current height 
limits

11% 1 11% 1 56% 5

High quality designed 
buildings

0% 0 0% 0 89% 8

Retaining the smaller, active 
local feel of the centre 
(eg small and activated 
shopfronts)

0% 0 11% 1 78% 7

Environmental sustainability 0% 0 22% 2 67% 6

Accessible for people of all 
abilities

0% 0 11% 1 78% 7

Character buildings are 
maintained

22% 2 11% 1 56% 5

Planting and greenery 0% 0 0% 0 89% 8

Ease of parking 33% 3 22% 2 33% 3

Ease of access by public 
transport

0% 0 22% 2 67% 6

The materials and quality of 
the footpath

0% 0 22% 2 67% 6

Fine grain shop-fronts 0% 0 22% 2 44% 4

Total respondents 9

VALUES PUBLIC DOMAIN
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58  |     CRED CONSULTING 

WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

ROSE BAY SOUTH 
(LIVERPOOL STREET)
Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

0 persons completed the online 
survey for this village.

WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

VAUCLUSE

Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

0 persons completed the online 
survey for this village.
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WHAT WE HEARD - CENTRE SNAPSHOT: 

WAIROA AVENUE, 
NORTH BONDI
Number of people who commented on this 
neighbourhood: 

0 persons completed the online 
survey for this village.
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Our vision for reconciliaƟ on is for Waverley to be a vibrant, resilient, caring, and 
inclusive community where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples:
- PracƟ ce and celebrate their culture and heritage proudly;
- Are honoured for their survival and resilience, and supported to conƟ nue to 
overcome adversity;
- Are respected and acknowledged as First NaƟ ons peoples with the right to 
determine their own futures.
- Demonstrate and celebrate their living culture and ongoing heritage proudly.
Waverley Council will conƟ nue to value and protect our environment with 
respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ intrinsic relaƟ onship 
with the land, water and sky.
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Our vision for open space and recreaƟ on:

“Waverley’s parks and reserves are available to everyone supporƟ ng healthy and 
acƟ ve lifestyles. 
Our parks provide a green sanctuary protecƟ ng and supporƟ ng biodiversity 
and an opportunity to implement the ongoing Aboriginal and tradiƟ onal 
custodianship of land which forms our local government area. 
Park design responds to the community’s recreaƟ on and social aspiraƟ ons while 
telling the story of the place, of today’s generaƟ on and those before ours. 
Spaces are welcoming, safe and well cared for. A sustainable approach to 
management allows future generaƟ ons to enjoy these spaces.”
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ExecuƟ ve Summary
Open and recreaƟ on space is an important asset for our 
community, contribuƟ ng to our health and wellbeing. 
Waverley’s parks, reserves, beaches and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es 
provide spaces for people to exercise, socialise and relax. 
These spaces also provide us with a connecƟ on to natural 
landscapes, which is increasingly important for the urban 
environments we live in. 

Our community highly values open and recreaƟ on space:

• to access nature and greenery

• to walk the dog

• where children can play

• to play sport

• for the community and somewhere to connect with 
friends and family.  

Our objecƟ ves
The Open Space and RecreaƟ on Strategy (OSRS) helps 
us to understand the prioriƟ es for open and recreaƟ on 
space planning and management to meet the needs of our 
community today and in the future. Open space is parƟ cularly 
important in Waverley considering it is a densely populated 
area of Sydney. 

The OSRS has been developed in consultaƟ on with the 
community and is based on research and a review of the 79 
open spaces across Waverley LGA. 

Through this process we have established the current demand 
for open and recreaƟ on space, established the various groups 
that use these spaces, the acƟ viƟ es they parƟ cipate in and 
what their future needs will be.

This Strategy sets a road map for what needs to be done over 
the next 10 years to deliver our prioriƟ es. It will guide our 
acƟ viƟ es in planning, managing and maintaining Waverley’s 
parks, reserves, beaches and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es.

We need to conƟ nue to maintain high quality spaces, 
respecƟ ng the environmental, biodiversity and heritage values 
of many of our parks and reserves and fi nd some balance 
between the needs of the local community and demands on 
the space driven by high visitaƟ on parƟ cularly in our beach 
parks which receive visitors from all over Sydney as well as 
naƟ onally and internaƟ onally. We need to fi nd ways to provide 
spaces that accommodate a mix of acƟ viƟ es within the spaces 
we currently have, acknowledging the scarcity of new land 
available in Waverley.

Our Strategy
The Open Space and RecreaƟ on Strategy proposes the 
following key areas of focus for the next 10 years:

• increase the capacity of our current sports fi elds

• seek opportuniƟ es to lease undertake agreement with 
or acquire land in strategic locaƟ ons to increase the 
provision of community recreaƟ on spaces and secure land 
currently used for open space and recreaƟ on to ensure its 
conƟ nued use for public recreaƟ on in the future

• improve the pedestrian environment around open and 
recreaƟ on spaces and way-fi nding for walking routes

• improve the provision of toilet and water fountain 
faciliƟ es at sports fi elds and along the Cliff  Walk

• establish a framework to support ongoing community and 
stakeholder engagement in the planning and management 
of open and recreaƟ on spaces

• complete heritage studies and heritage interpretaƟ on 
strategies to improve management of heritage in parks 
and reserves, prioriƟ sing Bronte Beach Park, Tamarama 
Beach Park, and Waverley Park

• prepare an open space network and hierarchy to guide 
management and maintenance acƟ viƟ es in relaƟ on to the 
expectaƟ ons on acƟ viƟ es, faciliƟ es and level of service for 
each space

• adopt a maintenance and servicing framework for parks 
and reserves that relates to the open space hierarchy.

The AcƟ on and ImplementaƟ on Plan (SecƟ on 4) prioriƟ ses 
acƟ ons and outlines indicators that Council can monitor to 
review the eff ecƟ veness of acƟ ons in achieving the Strategy 
vision.

The Open Space and RecreaƟ on Strategy supports 
management of our open and recreaƟ on spaces to protect 
their important environmental and heritage values and guide 
maintenance acƟ viƟ es so that the community has access 
to high quality spaces - encouraging physical acƟ vity and 
supporƟ ng mental wellbeing for our current community and 
future generaƟ ons.

307



308



IntroducƟ on and Context 1 

309



Waverley Open Space and RecreaƟ on Strategy10

This secƟ on provides an introducƟ on to the Open Space and 
RecreaƟ on Strategy, outlines the value and benefi ts of open 
space and recreaƟ on and outlines the legislaƟ ve and policy 
context for open space and recreaƟ on planning.

IntroducƟ on
The Waverley Open Space and RecreaƟ on Strategy (OSRS) is 
a strategic document to guide our approach to planning and 
managing open space and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es, to best meet 
the community’s needs for these spaces. 

Our vision guides the strategic direcƟ ons and acƟ ons to plan 
and manage open and recreaƟ on space.

In developing this OSRS we recognise the importance of parks, 
reserves, and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es in posiƟ vely contribuƟ ng to 
the health and wellbeing of individuals; community, culture 
and heritage; the environment and our planet’s health; and 
disƟ nct local character in Waverley. 

The OSRS is presented through six themes:

• playing and relaxing

• design and seƫ  ng

• geƫ  ng to and around the parks

• enhancing the environment

• community, culture and heritage

• maintenance and management.

These six themes recognise the diff erent aspects to planning 
and managing open and recreaƟ on spaces and the values 
these spaces have.

Park or reserve Parks and reserves are open space and include beach parks, recreaƟ on faciliƟ es, gardens, small 
parks, the Coastal and Cliff  Walks and dog off -leash areas. These spaces are available for organised 
and team sports or can be used casually for play in small groups, training and individual exercise, for 
places to meet and socialise, to relax in, or to walk through.

RecreaƟ on facility RecreaƟ on faciliƟ es are used for sports acƟ viƟ es. RecreaƟ on faciliƟ es include sports fi elds and ovals, 
indoor and outdoor courts, indoor recreaƟ on centres (like Margaret Whitlam RecreaƟ on Centre), 
pools, and ancillary buildings such as toilets, change faciliƟ es, and grandstands. RecreaƟ on faciliƟ es 
are oŌ en used for organised and team sports.

Play space Play spaces are areas that provide a play environment, including play equipment, grassed areas for 
ball games, trees to climb, planƟ ng to touch or smell, or paths to ride a scooter. Play spaces also 
include faciliƟ es for carers such as seaƟ ng and shade which are important in off ering opportuniƟ es 
to gather, promoƟ ng social interacƟ ons and community cohesion.

Cemetery Waverley Cemetery and South Head Cemetery are publicly accessible open spaces, with signifi cant 
heritage value, that are also used for walking and as quiet places for siƫ  ng.

Table 1.1 Defi niƟ ons of open and recreaƟ on spaces

Scope

The OSRS covers the enƟ re Waverley Local Government Area 
(LGA) and considers the provision of and demand for open 
space and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es. The AcƟ on and ImplementaƟ on 
Plan focuses on parks, reserves and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es 
where Council has planning, management and maintenance 
responsibiliƟ es. 

Refer to fi gure 1.2 of open spaces and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es 
included in the scope of the OSRS. This includes all open and 
recreaƟ on spaces, such as parks, reserves, beaches, signifi cant 
walking routes, and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es such as sports fi elds 
and outdoor and indoor courts. We also consider all support 
faciliƟ es for recreaƟ on such as community halls in parks, 
barbecues and picnic faciliƟ es. 

Urban plazas, private spaces, spaces in schools (private and 
Government), spaces managed by neighbouring Randwick, 
Woollahra and the City of Sydney Councils, and Queens and 
Centennial Park managed by the Centennial Parklands Trust 
are also open recreaƟ on spaces used by Waverley residents. 
These spaces are considered in the development of this 
OSRS, however the strategy does not direct planning and 
management of these spaces. 

Defi niƟ ons
Table 1.1 below outlines defi niƟ ons for diff erent types of open 
spaces and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es.
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Methodology
This OSRS has been developed in consultaƟ on with the 
community and with input from key stakeholders and 
is established on evidence based research, a review of 
background studies and best pracƟ ce. 

Figure 1.1 outlines the methodology for developing this 
Strategy.

SecƟ on 2 and 3 of the Strategy presents the fi ndings from the 
‘Assessment and Study’ phase. The AcƟ on and ImplementaƟ on 
Plan, in SecƟ on 4, presents the outcomes from the ‘Strategy 
Development’ phase.

Figure 1.1 Project Methodology
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Open Space Value and Benefi ts
The provision of open and recreaƟ on space has health and well 
being, environmental and economic benefi ts to individuals and 
the broader community and supports social and cultural life.

We have heard from the community and stakeholders that 
they value Waverley’s parks and reserves. Of parƟ cular 
importance were the following:

• access to nature and greenery

• a place to walk the dog

• a place where children can play

• a place to play sport

• a place for the community and somewhere to socialise 
with friends and family.

We will deliver these values and benefi ts through the planning 
and management of our open and recreaƟ on spaces, providing 
safe spaces and places for all groups in the community. 

Health and well being benefi ts
Our environment has signifi cant impacts on our health and 
well-being, it can shape our habits and aff ect our physiology 
by providing opportuniƟ es to be acƟ ve. Green views can also 
posiƟ vely infl uence our mental health.

The NaƟ onal Heart FoundaƟ on recognises the design and 
provision of open and recreaƟ on spaces and the right 
infrastructure creates opportuniƟ es that lead to more acƟ ve, 
healthier lifestyles1.

The opportunity for physical acƟ vity aff orded through 
provision of open space and recreaƟ on can be a signifi cant 
benefi t to the health of individuals.  Adults who parƟ cipate 
in sport are 20-40% less likely to die prematurely from all 
causes compared to adults who do not parƟ cipate2. This also 
acknowledges how sport parƟ cipaƟ on can reduce stress and 
distress. 

Open and recreaƟ on space provision, their design and 
community interacƟ on is oŌ en a focus of advocacy groups and 
Governments to promote acƟ ve and healthy lifestyles.

Environmental benefi ts
Open space acts as important green breaks in the urban 
environment. Maintaining and caring for these spaces is 
important to our planet’s health. Our Environmental AcƟ on 
Plan 2018-2030 recognises the role our parks and reserves play 
in urban ecology and biodiversity protecƟ on, managing water 
run off  and improving water quality, and managing urban heat 
impacts. Open space supports a healthy environment that in 
turn benefi ts us.

Open and recreaƟ on space covers 12% of the LGA, including 
the golf course. In urban environments like Waverley, parks 
and reserves provide opportuniƟ es to design and manage 
habitat that supports biodiversity of fl ora and fauna3. With 
urbanisaƟ on, there is less than 2% of pre-European bushland 
remaining. The 5.99 hectares of remnant bushland in Waverley 
1 NaƟ onal Heart FoundaƟ on of Australia , 2019, Blueprint for an acƟ ve Austra-
lia: NaƟ onal Heart FoundaƟ on of Australia 
2 Boston ConsulƟ ng Group, 2017, IntergeneraƟ onal Review of Australian Sport 
2017. 
3 hƩ p://www.birdsinbackyards.net/Guidelines-CreaƟ ng-Bird-Habitats

needs to be protected before it is lost forever4. Parks and 
reserves provide areas of land that are less exposed to risks of 
fragmentaƟ on and disturbance.

In their research of vegetaƟ on structure and composiƟ on 
across diff erent urban green spaces, Threlfall et al. found that 
remnant bushland and golf courses supported the highest 
naƟ ve plant richness5. 

Open space provides opportuniƟ es for stormwater detenƟ on 
and support management of stormwater and water quality 
improvement before it fl ows to the ocean6. Harvested 
stormwater can also be used to irrigate parks and reserves.

The Greater Sydney Commission idenƟ fi es increasing urban 
tree canopy as a way of addressing urban heat, with a long 
term goal of reducing the number of hot days over 35 degrees 
Celsius each year to protect human health and reduce extreme 
climate and weather event impacts7.

Economic benefi ts

The economic benefi ts associated with beƩ er health and well 
being have been evaluated and proven through many pieces 
of well respected research. Health is a signifi cant area of 
spending for governments and improved health outcomes in 
people alleviates stress on the public health system.

Vivid Economics quanƟ fi ed the health benefi ts of public parks 
for residents of London. The study established a relaƟ onship 
between public parks and the opportuniƟ es they provide 
for people to exercise, socialise, relax and feel part of a 
community8. These opportuniƟ es contribute to reduced 
disease risk for physical and mental health. Other research in 
the UK found that the health benefi ts of local parks or green 
spaces generates value equaƟ ng to £30.24 per year in relaƟ on 
to health and wellbeing benefi ts9.

For the Australian context, KPMG’s report on the value of 
sport infrastructure esƟ mates $4.9 billion in relaƟ on to health 
benefi ts and $5.1 billion in relaƟ on to social benefi ts. KPMG 
esƟ mates $6.3 billion of economic benefi ts to Australia, which 
includes economic acƟ vity associated with construcƟ on, 
maintenance and operaƟ on of community sport infrastructure 
and also increased producƟ vity of those who are physically 
acƟ ve. 

Individuals may also experience fi nancial benefi ts being 
located near open space as homes in high amenity areas, such 
as transport, services, and open space are more desirable and 
can fetch higher property prices10. 

In Waverley’s context, parks and reserves have signifi cant 
economic benefi ts to both the local economy as well as 
State and NaƟ onal economies due to the high visitaƟ on from 
domesƟ c and internaƟ onal tourists to high profi le desƟ naƟ ons, 
such as Bondi Beach and Park, Bronte Beach and Park, 
4 Waverley Council, 2018, Environmental AcƟ on Plan 2018-2030
5 Threlfall CG, Ossola A, Hahs AK, Williams NSG, Wilson L and Livesley SJ, 2016, 
VariaƟ on in VegetaƟ on Structure and ComposiƟ on across Urban Green Space 
Types. Front. Ecol. Evol. 4:66. doi: 10.3389/fevo.2016.00066
6 Waverley Council, 2018, Environmental AcƟ on Plan 2018-2030 
7 Greater Sydney Commission, 2019, Pulse of Greater Sydney
8 Vivid Economics, 2017, Natural capital accounts for public green space in 
London.
9 Fields In Trust, 2018, Revaluing Parks and Green Spaces: Measuring their 
economic and wellbeing value it individuals
10 Herath, S, 2017, Home prices tell us the value the public puts on green 
spaces. The ConversaƟ on, 2 March 1-4
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Figure 1.2 Waverley parks and reserves
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Tamarama Beach and Park, and the Cliff  Top and Coastal Walks. 
In 2017/18 $1 billion was spent by tourists in Waverley and 
4,867 jobs in Waverley are dependent on tourism11.

The use of parks as a venue for events and hire also generates 
revenue for Waverley Council, these funds are used to off set 
the cost of managing events.

Social and cultural benefi ts
Open spaces also provide opportunity for people to socialise, 
meet friends and connect with their local community12. 
Provision of quality, well-maintained public open space has 
a posiƟ ve eff ect on the social cohesiveness of a community, 
vibrancy of neighbourhoods and mental well being of 
individuals13.

For Indigenous Australians, land is fundamental to idenƟ ty 
and is connected to people and culture. Some spaces such as 
fi shing spots in Waverley are signifi cant for these reasons. In 
addiƟ on, many open spaces in Waverley contain evidence of 
Aboriginal culture.

ConservaƟ on and telling stories not only shares knowledge but 
enriches our understanding of our history and culture.

Many of these stories are of those who have come before us 
or ones of those we have lost, however the contribuƟ on they 
have made to our community are sƟ ll relevant today.

11 Waverley Council, 2018, DraŌ  Waverley Sustainable VisitaƟ on Strategy
12 Jennings, V, Bamkole, O, 2019, The RelaƟ onship between Social Cohesion 
and Urban Green Space: An Avenue for Health PromoƟ on, InternaƟ onal Journal 
of Environmental Research and Public Health, vol 16 (452)
13 Kelly, J-F.; Breadon, P.; Davis, C.; Hunter, A.; Mares, P.; Mullerworth, D.; Weid-
mann, B., 2012, Social CiƟ es, GraƩ an InsƟ tute, Melbourne.

LegislaƟ ve and Policy Context
Waverley Council manages 79 parks and reserves, 14 sports 
fi elds and courts (indoor and outdoor), two outdoor pools, 
39 play spaces and three beaches. This does not include the 
sports fi elds at Queens Park, within Waverley LGA, managed 
by the Centennial Parklands Trust.

The OSRS is the overarching strategic document that delivers 
on the open space and recreaƟ on vision in the Community 
Strategic Plan. The OSRS contextualises the various Plans 
of Management for specifi c places, the Play Space Strategy, 
and Council plans and policies that relate to open space and 
recreaƟ on. It will guide updates to Plans of Management and 
future plans.

The current Waverley RecreaƟ on Needs Study (2008) was 
completed ten years ago. The OSRS supersedes this study and 
presents a new set of acƟ ons for the next ten years based on 
current and future open space and recreaƟ on needs. The 2008 
study successfully guided: the upgrade of faciliƟ es at Waverley 
Park; improvement in management and maintenance of sport 
and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es; development of acƟ viƟ es for seniors; 
and upgrade of play spaces. 

The OSRS responds to NSW Government guidelines and 
strategic plans.  1.3 shows the OSRS in relaƟ on to other State 
and Local plans and policies.
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LegislaƟ on
Commonwealth and State legislaƟ on, and State planning 
policies apply to public open space and guides what 
development can occur and the process that development in 
parks and reserves must follow. Some legislaƟ on and policy 
apply to spaces with environmental signifi cance, such as 
coastal areas and bushland.

When managing open spaces, Council must comply with all 
relevant laws that apply to these spaces.

Local Government Act 1993 requires plans of management 
to be prepared for public land and reserves under the 
responsibility of local councils. Councils must manage 
community land in accordance with core objecƟ ves in the Act.  

Crown Lands Management Act 2016 requires plans of 
management to be prepared for all public reserves. These 
plans of management need to be considered when preparing 
strategic land use plans for a locality and when assessing 
development or acƟ viƟ es under the EP&A Act in relaƟ on to 
certain acƟ viƟ es on or near Crown lands.

The Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 
(EP&A Act) governs planning and development assessment. 
Development and changes to acƟ viƟ es in parks and reserves 
require development approval in accordance to the EP&A Act. 
Development is assessed against local development controls 
set out in the Waverley Local Environmental Plan 2012 and 
Waverley Development Control Plan 2012.

State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 
2007 idenƟ fi es works which are permiƩ ed in parks and 
public reserves, such as pathways and roads, informaƟ on 
faciliƟ es, lighƟ ng, landscaping, ameniƟ es and environmental 
management works.

State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying 
Development Codes 2008) provides idenƟ fi es exempt and 
complying development and a streamlined assessment process 
for this development. Exempt development includes works 
such as compliant access ramps, play equipment, fences, 
bollards, paths, barbecues and signs. 

Coastal Management Act 2016 No 20 legislates management 
of the coastal environment of New South Wales. 

State Environment Planning Policy (Coastal Management) 
2018 guides development in coastal areas, including land 
adjacent to beaches, estuaries, coastal lakes, coastal wetlands 
and liƩ oral rainforest’s. 

State Environmental Planning Policy 19 – Bushland in Urban 
Areas guides management of bushland. Parks in Waverley 
contain bushland covered by this Policy, where vegetaƟ on is 
either a remainder of the natural vegetaƟ on of the land or is 
representaƟ ve of the natural vegetaƟ on.  

The Disability DiscriminaƟ on Act (DDA) 1992 applies to 
buildings and outdoor spaces. This Act recognises the 
importance of providing equality, dignity and independence 
to people with a range of abiliƟ es and requires provision of 
access to premises without discriminaƟ on.  

The Companion Animals Act 1998 requires environmental 
iniƟ aƟ ves by Councils to promote responsible animal 
ownership. This Act applies to areas of dog walking which is 
popular in many of Waverley’s parks.  

State policies and guidelines
The Government Architect NSW’s Greener Places (DraŌ )
establishes the NSW Government posiƟ on that green 
infrastructure is an important element of our built 
environments. The policy seeks to elevate the importance 
of green infrastructure and guide planning, delivery and 
management of green infrastructure.

The Open Space for RecreaƟ on Guide (DraŌ ), also prepared 
by the Government Architect NSW, sets a framework and 
guidance for open space planning for recreaƟ on. The guide 
introduces a performance-based approach to planning and 
providing open space for outdoor recreaƟ on opportuniƟ es.

The NSW Department of EducaƟ on’s Community Use of 
School FaciliƟ es Policy outlines the NSW Government’s 
commitment to allow community use of faciliƟ es on school 
grounds. This presents an opportunity to leverage more use 
out of faciliƟ es such as courts and fi elds located on public 
school grounds.  

Metropolitan planning
The following regional and metropolitan plans provide a 
broad strategic framework for Greater Sydney and idenƟ fy 
livability and sustainability objecƟ ves that relate to open space 
planning.

Greater Sydney Region Plan: A Metropolis of Three CiƟ es 
directs land use and transport paƩ erns to support livability, 
producƟ vity and sustainability in Greater Sydney. ObjecƟ ves 
that relate to open space planning are: 

• ObjecƟ ve 25. The coast and waterways are protected and 
healthier 

• ObjecƟ ve 27. Biodiversity is protected, urban bushland 
and remnant vegetaƟ on is enhanced. 

• ObjecƟ ve 28: Scenic and cultural landscape are protected 

• ObjecƟ ve 31. Public open space is accessible, protected 
and enhanced. 

The Eastern City District Plan provides the district-level 
direcƟ ons for local planning to deliver on the vision of the 
Greater Sydney Region Plan. PrioriƟ es relaƟ ng to open space 
planning are Planning Priority E18. Delivering high quality open 
space. 
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Local planning context 
The draŌ  Waverley Local Strategic Planning Statement 
2019 (LSPS) outlines a strategic planning vision for Waverley, 
in alignment with the Waverley Community Strategic Plan 
2018-2029, and idenƟ fi es key planning prioriƟ es, acƟ ons and 
mechanisms to deliver on the vision. The LSPS outlines how 
Metropolitan planning prioriƟ es will be delivered at a local 
level. Once fi nalised, the LSPS will guide the review and update 
of the WLEP 2012 and WDCP 2012.

The Waverley Community Strategic Plan 2018-2029 is 
Council’s overarching strategic plan. This guides Council in 
responding to change, challenges, and opportuniƟ es in a 
consistent, sustainable, and coordinated way. The Community 
Strategic Plan sets two goals for open space:

• Improve health and quality of life through a range of 
recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es and quality open spaces

• Expand the network of parks and open spaces, sporƟ ng 
and recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es.

The Waverley Local Environmental Plan 2012 (WLEP 2012) 
idenƟ fi es and classifi es land for open space and recreaƟ on, 
and land with environmental or heritage signifi cance. WLEP 
2012 makes provision for development of land within the 
coastal zone for the purpose of implemenƟ ng the principles in 
the NSW Coastal Policy.

The Waverley Development Control Plan 2012 (WDCP 2012) 
idenƟ fi es development controls for residenƟ al and commercial 
development, and for specifi c sites. This includes design 
controls relaƟ ng to the bulk, scale, and size of development 
and controls that manage amenity impacts of development, 
such as overshadowing and view loss. WDCP 2012 protects 
solar access of parks and reserves from adjacent development.   

People, Movement and Places (2017) is Council’s transport 
strategy. It idenƟ fi es 12 projects to prioriƟ se pedestrians and 
acƟ ve transport and improve the way people can move around 
the LGA parƟ cularly at key desƟ naƟ ons such as centres, parks, 
reserves and beaches.

The Waverley Play Space Strategy 2014-2029 guides planning 
and management of Council’s 39 play spaces. The Play Space 
Strategy sets a vision for play spaces and helps prioritse the 
maintenance and replacement programs for play spaces.

The Waverley Strategic Asset Management Plan 5 (SAMP) 
idenƟ fi es programs for renewal, expansion, operaƟ on and 
maintenance of Council’s assets, including parks, reserves and 
Council owned recreaƟ on faciliƟ es, and the budget allocaƟ ons 
for these acƟ viƟ es. Development of the SAMP is a requirement 
for NSW local governments and is regularly reviewed and 
updated.

The Waverley Environmental AcƟ on Plan (EAP) 2018-2030 
idenƟ fi es goals and key deliverables for Council to achieve 
posiƟ ve environmental outcomes for the LGA. The EAP 
idenƟ fi es acƟ ons for the management of bushland and water, 
infl uencing management pracƟ ces for Waverley parks and 
reserves.  

Disability Inclusion - An Inclusive Community for Everyone 
(The Randwick and Waverley Regional Disability Inclusion 
Framework 2017-2021) is Council’s commitment to creaƟ ng a 
more inclusive community and idenƟ fi es acƟ ons to improve 
the accessibility of public spaces, including Council faciliƟ es, 
parks and beaches.

Waverley Council Innovate ReconciliaƟ on AcƟ on Plan (RAP) 
2019-2021 provides a framework for advancing reconciliaƟ on 
within Waverley, and will keep us accountable and ensure we 
are working towards a vibrant, resilient, caring and inclusive 
community.

Council Policies and Guidelines
We have a number of policies that guide the management of 
diff erent acƟ viƟ es across Council parks and reserves.

Commercial and large group acƟ viƟ es in parks and reserves 
typically require either permits or approval from Council. 
AcƟ viƟ es on Crown Land require leases and licenses. Plans 
of Management for these spaces will idenƟ fy the types of 
acƟ viƟ es that are allowed. This is so the impacts of these 
acƟ viƟ es on public spaces and other users of these spaces are 
managed. 

The following policies guide the management of acƟ viƟ es on 
Council land, including in parks and reserves:

• Outdoor Market OperaƟ ons in Public Places Policy

• Events Policy, and Event Management and Delivery 
Guidelines

• Commercial Fitness Groups and Personal Trainers - Policy 
on the use of Council reserves.

Council Plans of Management
Council is required to have Plans of Management in place for 
public land and reserves under its responsibility. Under the 
Crown Lands Management Act 2016, Plans of Management 
will need to be prepared for the following parks which are not 
currently covered by an exisƟ ng Plan of Management:

• Calga Reserve

• Glenayr Reserve (Murriverie Road Playground)

• Marlborough Reserve

• Onslow Street Reserve

• St James Reserve

• Stephen Street Reserve

• Weonga Reserve.

The following Plans of Management will need to be reviewed 
and updated for currency:

• Bondi Park, Beach and Pavilion Plan of Management 2014 
to 2024

• Bronte Park and Beach Plan of Management (2017)

• Waverley Cemetery Plan of Management (2008)

• Coastal Reserves Plan of Management

• Small Parks Plan of Management

• Tamarama Plan of Management (2007)

• Thomas Hogan Plan of Management (2011 to 2021)

• Waverley Park Plan of Management (2012 to 2022).

Council is currently preparing a Plan of Management for Hugh 
Bamford Reserve and Williams Park.
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This secƟ on provides an overview of the Waverley LGA context 
and community profi le and an outline of the diff erent types 
of open and recreaƟ on spaces, acƟ viƟ es and users of these 
spaces in Waverley along the six strategy themes: playing and 
relaxing; design and seƫ  ng; geƫ  ng to and around the parks; 
enhancing the environment; community, culture and heritage; 
maintenance and management. 

Regional Context 
Waverley LGA is in the Eastern City District, less than 10 
kilometres east of the Sydney CBD, along the coastline (fi gure 
2.1). 

The Eastern City District consists of established suburbs. 
Aligning growth with infrastructure is a challenge, with an 
expected increase of 325,050 people by 2036. The Eastern City 
District will be home to 19% of Greater Sydney’s populaƟ on. 

PopulaƟ on growth and development will place pressure 
on beaches, parks and public spaces, parƟ cularly where 
space in our exisƟ ng suburbs is constrained. In this context, 
the provision of open and recreaƟ on space, protecƟ ng our 
beaches and urban bushland needs to be innovaƟ ve.

Regional Open Space and RecreaƟ on 
FaciliƟ es
Regional faciliƟ es are typically larger faciliƟ es that the public 
can access, and have a catchment area that is greater than 
the local community within a LGA.  Figure 2.1 shows regional 
faciliƟ es for the Eastern Sydney and the range of sports and 
acƟ viƟ es that can be played at these faciliƟ es.

Waverley residents and local sporƟ ng clubs also access 
regional parks and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es located outside 
Waverley LGA.

A broader regional view of open space and recreaƟ on is 
important, parƟ cularly in Eastern Sydney where people have 
access to large regional recreaƟ on faciliƟ es. Queens Park and 
Moore Park, Christenson Park, and signifi cant parklands such 
as Centennial Park and the Royal Botanic Gardens service a 
large catchment of residents in the Eastern City District. 

Allowing Waverley residents to access this regional network of 
open space and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es is important where land 
for new spaces within Waverley LGA can be more diffi  cult to 
come by.

The NSW Offi  ce of Sport is encouraging a regional approach to 
planning for open space and recreaƟ on.

CollaboraƟ on between Councils and other open space and 
faciliƟ es managers such as the Centennial Parklands Trust is 
important for the planning and management of these spaces.

Waverley LGA Overview
Waverley LGA is the locaƟ on of some of Australia’s most iconic 
beaches and parks and aƩ racts a large number of internaƟ onal 
and local tourists. Parks and open spaces are key draw cards to 
the lifestyle and image of Waverley, for Waverley’s residents 
as well as the visitors it aƩ racts. These opportuniƟ es become 
parƟ cularly important in such a highly urbanised environment.

Waverley LGA covers an area of 920 hectares and is located 
in the inner east of Sydney, bounded by Woollahra LGA in the 
north, City of Sydney LGA in the west, and Randwick LGA in 
the south. The Australian eastern coastline forms the eastern 
boundary of Waverley LGA.

The current residenƟ al populaƟ on is 74,114 people1. 
Waverley’s growth is expected to be steady over the next 10 
years, however populaƟ on density is high compared to the 
average for Greater Sydney, with 80.16 people per hectare in 
the LGA.

The provision of open and recreaƟ on space per 1,000 people 
is lower in Waverley (1.5 ha per 1,000 people) when compared 
to adjacent Randwick and Woollahra LGAs2. Provision of open 
and recreaƟ on space is comparable to the City of Sydney LGA 
where populaƟ on density is comparable.

With a large proporƟ on of Waverley residents living in high 
density dwellings, access to public open space is important.

Alongside residents, there are 2.2 million internaƟ onal and 
domesƟ c tourists visiƟ ng Bondi annually. An esƟ mated 
700,000 people visited the Coast walk (along the Bronte Calga 
Cuƫ  ng secƟ on) in 2018.

In this context, exisƟ ng open space and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es can 
be stretched to service demand from residents and visitors. 
The quality of spaces and effi  cient use of space therefore 
becomes increasingly important. 

1 2018 EsƟ mated ResidenƟ al PopulaƟ on, profi le id 
2 CalculaƟ on of open and recreaƟ on space excludes naƟ onal parks and land 
occupied by golf courses. Randwick LGA has approximately 3 ha per 1,000 
residents and Woollahra has approximately 1.7 ha per 1,000 people 
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Figure 2.1 Regional open space and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es
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Waverley Community Profi le
This community profi le allows us to idenƟ fy key characterisƟ cs 
and needs in the Waverley community so that we understand 
how the community may use open and recreaƟ on spaces.

ResidenƟ al populaƟ on
In 2018, the esƟ mated residenƟ al populaƟ on of Waverley LGA 
was 74,1141. By 2031, the residenƟ al populaƟ on of Waverley 
LGA is projected to grow to 76,450 (2,336 more residents)2.

Growth in Waverley LGA is expected to be slow and 
incremental with 6% populaƟ on increase over the next 10 
years (to 2031). Over the next 20 years, Waverley is expecƟ ng 
an increase of 5,050 people (7% growth between 2016 and 
2036). In comparison, this is less than what is anƟ cipated for 
Greater Sydney (37% increase in populaƟ on over the same 
period). PopulaƟ on growth in the next ten years in Waverley 
will be less than what was experienced in the past ten years.

The residents of Waverley LGA are generally quite young, with 
almost 47% of residents aged between the ages of 20 and 45 
years of age in 2016. 

The 30 to 34 years age group was the largest age group in 2016 
and will remain the largest in 2026. In 2026, it is projected that 
there will be a slight increase in the proporƟ on of residents 
in older age groups (12% to 13.5% proporƟ on of residents 65 
years plus) and younger age groups (increase from 20% to 22% 
proporƟ on of residents 0 to 20 years in age) (fi gure 2.2).  

Demand for open space and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es may vary 
across diff erent age groups and diff erent areas in the LGA ( 
2.3). Children, typically aged up to 10 years old are regular 
users of play spaces, whilst school aged children regularly use 
sports fi elds and courts as part of school or parƟ cipaƟ on in 
sporƟ ng club acƟ viƟ es. People over the age of 75 years may 
parƟ cipate in more community and social based acƟ viƟ es, 
swimming and passive recreaƟ on (refer to SecƟ on 3 for more 
detail). 

1 Australian Bureau of StaƟ sƟ cs (2018), Quarterly PopulaƟ on EsƟ mates (ERP) 
by LGA
2 Department of Planning and Environment (2016), 2016 New South Wales 
State and Local Government Area populaƟ on and household projecƟ ons. 
Sydney, NSW. 

Figure 2.2 Waverley LGA populaƟ on by age group, 2016 Census compared with 2031 ProjecƟ on

Socio-demographic profi le

Waverley LGA has showed a steady growth in its median 
weekly family income. The median income increased by 60% 
between 2006 and 2016, from $1,446 to $2,308 per week.

The 2016 median weekly family income is 47% higher than 
Greater Sydney’s median income and 16% higher than Sydney 
LGA’s median income, indicaƟ ng that the Waverley residents 
are relaƟ vely high-income earners.

Approximately 45% of households in Waverley LGA are high 
income households, compared to 13% of households being 
low income households3 (fi gure 2.5).

The SEIFA index for Waverley ranks Waverley as an area of 
least disadvantage in New South Wales4.

Cost is typically a barrier to parƟ cipaƟ on in sports and 
recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es. Higher incomes provide households with 
the ability to spend more on leisure and recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es 
and to parƟ cipate more regularly in group or organised sports, 
including the ability to purchase sporƟ ng equipment and pay 
for club membership fees. The Waverley community may 
therefore be more likely to parƟ cipate in a broad range of 
acƟ viƟ es and expect access to high quality faciliƟ es. 

Children are more likely to parƟ cipate in out of school hours 
sport if they are from a high income family (84% parƟ cipaƟ on), 
than children from a low income family (58% parƟ cipaƟ on)5. 

Though cost is less likely to be a barrier to parƟ cipaƟ on in 
sports and recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es for a large proporƟ on of 
households in Waverley, it is sƟ ll important that free or cheap 
access to sports and recreaƟ on opportuniƟ es are maintained 
to provide opportuniƟ es for all households.

3 Based on the ABS Census 2016 and informaƟ on presented in profi le id. by .id, 
the populaƟ on experts. Measure of weekly household income, and excludes 
count of households where income was not stated.
4 2016 SEIFA index
5 AusPlay Focus: Children’s ParƟ cipaƟ on in Organised Physical AcƟ vity Out of 
School Hours, April 2018
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Figure 2.3 Where diff erent age groups live, by suburb
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Households
The predominant type of households in Waverley LGA in 2016 
are family households (61% of all households, not counƟ ng 
visitors only and non-classifi able households), followed by lone 
person households (28% of all households). A similar break 
down of diff erent household types is expected in 2026. Of the 
family households, couple only and couples with children make 
up the greatest proporƟ on of households. Overall, lone person 
households have been the dominant type, with slight decline 
between 2011 and 2016, see fi gure 2.5. 

Figure 2.4 LGA Median household income 2006 to 2016, comparing neighbouring LGAs 

Figure 2.5 Breakdown of Waverley household types, 2006 and 2031 
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Between 2016 and 2026, lone person households (currently 
28% of households in 2016) are expected to experience 
the greatest increase in number of households with a 65% 
increase, followed by single parent households, a 42% 
increase. Couple only households are expected to decrease by 
1%, see fi gure 2.5. 

Both lone households and households with children are 
expected to require more open space and public spaces where 
people can interact, parƟ cularly where the size of houses are 
decreasing and people spending less Ɵ me at home. This could 
mean more demand for both formal and informal play spaces, 
more demand for public parks and spaces for meeƟ ng and/or 
eaƟ ng, and even more outdoor spaces that provide for quiet 
spaces and refl ecƟ on.

(source: ABS Census 2006, 2011, 2016) 

(source: Department of Planning and Environment PopulaƟ on and Household ProjecƟ ons) 
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Worker populaƟ on
There is a 24,340 working populaƟ on in Waverley LGA in 2016. 
The biggest employer is retail trade (16% of total workers), 
followed by Health Care and Social Assistance (13% of total 
workers).

Most workers are living less than 5 kilometres from work. 
The most common method to travel to work in 2016 is by car, 
accounƟ ng for 41% of trips by workers, followed by public 
transport (31% of trips).

Visitors
Our parks also see a high level of visitaƟ on by tourists including 
tour buses visiƟ ng our beaches and areas off ering coast and 
city views. Despite the high visitaƟ on staƟ sƟ cs, Council survey 
data suggests that our parks including beach parks are most 
frequented by locals of Waverley.

In one year 2.6 million visitors visited Bondi, and 1.7 
million were internaƟ onal visitors accounƟ ng for 38% of all 
internaƟ onal visitors to NSW1. The top acƟ viƟ es of domesƟ c 
visitors were eaƟ ng out at restaurants and cafés (70%) and 
going to the beach (51%). The numbers of internaƟ onal and 
domesƟ c visitors have grown steadily over the past four years, 
with a total increase of 17%.

With more recent trends in technology and use of plaƞ orms 
such as instagram there is a noƟ ceable rise in people visiƟ ng 
parks and cliff  lines to take ‘selfi es’, the natural coastal and 
outdoor seƫ  ng  within access to the city has made this kind 
of acƟ vity very popular. This behavior does present some 
challenges in the design of spaces to allow photo opportuniƟ es 
in a manner which does not compromise naƟ ve vegetaƟ on or 
safety.

Housing and employment growth
New development over the next ten years will be focused 
within and around key centres, such as Bondi JuncƟ on. It 
is anƟ cipated that there will be some incremental growth 
throughout Waverley LGA through the redevelopment of 
exisƟ ng housing.

1 DesƟ naƟ on NSW Bondi Tourism Precinct: Visitor Profi le for year ended March 
2019

PopulaƟ on density

The populaƟ on density in Waverley LGA is higher than 
neighbouring Woollahra and Randwick LGAs, based on the 
number of people living in the LGA compared to the land area. 
PopulaƟ on density is slightly lower when compared to the City 
of Sydney.

Figure 2.6 PopulaƟ on density in Waverley LGA and 
neighbouring LGAs
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Open Space and RecreaƟ on FaciliƟ es 
in Waverley
Parks and reserves provide green spaces and natural 
environments, which are breaks within the urban 
environment. These are spaces for walking and relaxing, 
as well for playing. Figure 2.8 provides a snapshot of these 
diff erent spaces. Figure 2.7 outlines the range of acƟ viƟ es 
Sydneysiders enjoy doing in parks and outdoor spaces1, which 
is similar to what the Waverley community told us they enjoy. 

Waverley is unique with a network of open space and walking 
paths and passive recreaƟ on along the coastline, known as the 
Coastal Walk and Cliff  Top Walk (fi gure 2.13). There are eight 
parks that provide dog off -leash areas.

Playing and Relaxing
This secƟ on outlines the range of recreaƟ on faciliƟ es in open 
spaces in Waverley, including the range of user groups and 
acƟ viƟ es that these spaces support.

Waverley Council owns and manages:

• seven sports fi elds and oval (for soccer/football, Australian 
Rules Football, rugby, cricket)

• three outdoor mulƟ purpose courts (for netball, basketball, 
tennis)

• three outdoor netball courts

• one indoor mulƟ purpose center (with courts for netball, 
basketball, futsal)

• two ocean pools at North Bondi and Bronte

• thirty-nine play spaces for children of all ages including a 
scooter / bike track and skate park 

• six outdoor fi tness staƟ ons in Waverley

• ten indoor venues, including the Margaret Whitlam 
RecreaƟ on Centre at Waverley Park and community halls. 
Community groups and sports clubs can hire these spaces 
for indoor acƟ viƟ es such as yoga, pilates, community 
meeƟ ngs and small events.

Figure 2.10 shows the range of recreaƟ on faciliƟ es in and 
around Waverley and the variety of sports that can be played 
in these spaces. 

ChrisƟ son Park to the north of Waverley is within Woollahra 
LGA and provides fi elds, courts and cricket pitches, exercise 
staƟ on, Ɵ med dog off -leash area and ameniƟ es. 

Centennial Parklands to the south west of Waverley provides 
extensive parklands, picnic areas, playgrounds and regional 
sporƟ ng faciliƟ es. The Parklands include Centennial Park, 
Moore Park and Queens Park.

Queens Park is within Waverley LGA but managed by the 
Centennial Parklands Trust. It provides sports fi elds, play 
spaces, and an outdoor fi tness staƟ on.

Privately owned faciliƟ es, such as bowling clubs, tennis courts, 
gyms, sports courts, and indoor/ outdoor swimming pools, 
also provide Waverley residents with recreaƟ on opportuniƟ es.

Table 2.1 shows the range of user groups and the acƟ viƟ es 
1 NSW Department of Planning and Environment, 2019, Greater Sydney Out-
doors Study 2019

these users parƟ cipate in across our parks and reserves. The 
views of these user groups are captured through various 
engagement acƟ viƟ es and surveys Council conducts regularly.

Council supports recreaƟ on in Waverley and various 
community and sporƟ ng groups by:

• venue hire grants for community groups

• waiving fees for hirers such as WAYS, to provide a youth 
basketball program

• small community grants

• Community Grants Program, to support community run 
programs for older people, young people, children and 
families, mulƟ cultural community, people with disabiliƟ es

• supporƟ ng neighborhood events

• providing spaces for community gardens.

Council also runs programs and acƟ viƟ es supporƟ ng physical 
acƟ vity and recreaƟ on. RecreaƟ on programs Waverley Council 
provides include:

• AcƟ ve over 50’s program: acƟ viƟ es to help improve both 
physical and mental health. Off ers table tennis, Tai Chi, 
Pilates, yoga, Balance and Strength

• Mind Body Wellness and Social Support Program for 55+: 
off ers fi tness and wellbeing classes such as yoga, tai chi, 
Pilates, jazzercise, fi tness classes. Also off er educaƟ onal 
and social support programs such as language classes, 
hobbies such as arts and craŌ s, bowls, scrabble etc. Also 
off er discounted podiatry, massage, refl exology, Bowen 
therapy and haircuts

• School Holiday Programs.

Figure 2.7 Most popular acƟ viƟ es in parks and outdoor 
spaces for Sydneysiders
(from the Greater Sydney Outdoors Study 2019)
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Figure 2.8 Snapshot of open and recreaƟ on spaces managed by Waverley Council
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User group Spaces used Key issues

SporƟ ng groups and 
clubs

• Waverley Park

• Margaret Whitlam 
RecreaƟ on Centre

• Barracluff  Park

• Dudley Page Reserve

• Hugh Bamford Reserve

• Rodney Reserve

• Queens Park

Bookings of Waverley’s sports fi elds and courts are close to full capacity, 
parƟ cularly during the Winter season when football/ soccer and netball is 
tradiƟ onally played.

SporƟ ng groups and clubs use fi elds and courts for matches as well as for 
training throughout the week, parƟ cularly on weekday aŌ ernoons and evenings 
and on weekends. Higher grade and larger faciliƟ es at Waverley Park, Queens 
Park (though not managed by Council) and Hugh Bamford Reserve are generally 
preferred.

Commercial group 
fi tness and community 
groups

• Parks outlined in the 
Fitness Trainers Policy

• Council indoor venues

Private groups can apply for permits to use parts of parks and reserves and/
or hire indoor venues for training acƟ viƟ es. It is important that private group 
acƟ viƟ es in parks and reserves do not impact on public access to spaces or 
damage spaces.

Council run programs, parƟ cularly for seniors, are popular. Popularity in these 
programs is expected to conƟ nue as the populaƟ on chooses to conƟ nue living 
in Waverley as they get older.

Casual players • Large parks and reserves

• Beaches

Residents and visitors to Waverley visit parks and reserves to play a casual 
game or train privately. Beaches are also areas where people go to play beach 
volley ball casually. Maintaining safe and easy to access turn up and play 
faciliƟ es is important for casual players. 

RecreaƟ onal and dog 
walking, relaxing, 
socialising

• All parks and reserves

• Coastal and Cliff  Top Walks

• Waverley Cemetery

Many residents and visitors to Waverley enjoy walking through the parks and 
reserves and along green links.

There are approximately 10,000 dogs in Waverley LGA. Residents with dogs 
value the space that parks and reserves provide for their dogs to get some 
acƟ vity, parƟ cularly dedicated dog off -leash areas.

It is oŌ en reported that dogs off -leash run through playgrounds, creaƟ ng 
confl ict with children playing.

Families and children • All parks and reserves

• Play spaces

Play spaces are popular with families with children. 

Tourists and visitors • Bondi Park

• Bronte Park

• Tamarama Park

• Coastal and Cliff  Top Walks

• Diamond Bay Reserve

Surveys show that Waverley’s beaches and Coastal and Cliff  Top Walks are 
becoming more popular. 2.2 million visitors visit Bondi and the Coastal Walk 
annually.

Waverley’s cliff s are becoming popular spots for people to visit and take 
pictures. We need to idenƟ fy the risks involved with people visiƟ ng these areas 
and manage access to protect people’s health and safety.

Rock climbers • Parks along the cliff  line 
and beach parks

• Queens Park

The rock face is popular for rock climbers. We need to idenƟ fy the risks 
involved with people visiƟ ng these areas and manage access and allowance of 
acƟ viƟ es to protect people’s health and safety. 

Water sports and rock 
fi shing

• Diamond Bay Reserve

• Bondi Beach

• Tamarama Beach

• Bronte Beach

Water based sports (swimming, surfi ng, boaƟ ng, kayaking), fi shing, and rock 
fi shing are popular acƟ viƟ es off  the coast. The Ben Buckler Amateur Fishing 
Club has been located at North Bondi for decades.

We need to provide for safe access to the water for people to parƟ cipate in 
these acƟ viƟ es that they enjoy.

Events parƟ cipants • Bondi Beach and Park

• Bronte Beach and Park

• Tamarama Beach and Park

• Dudley Page Reserve

Events at Waverley aƩ ract an increasing number of visitors. This creates 
pressures on spaces to accommodate for larger crowds and demand on 
infrastructure, such as transport, food and beverage, and ameniƟ es. 

Overview of key events in Waverley over the year:

• Open-air Cinemas - Bondi Park (January-February)

• Bondi FesƟ val - Bondi Park (July)

• City2Surf - Bondi Beach (August)

• The FesƟ val of the Winds - Bondi Beach and Park (September)

• Sculpture by the Sea - Bondi Beach to Tamarama Beach (October/
November)

• NYE - Dudley Page Reserve (31 December)
Table 2.1 Diff erent user groups of Waverley’s open and recreaƟ on spaces
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Figure 2.9 Open Spaces, private recreaƟ on and streetscape verges in Waverley

 Parks and Reserves
1. Waverley Park
2. Bondi Park
3. Bronte Park and Gully
4. Rodney Reserve
5. Tamarama Park and Gully
6. Diamond Bay Reserve
7. Marks Park
8. Hugh Bamford Reserve
9. Dudley Page Reserve
10. Barracluff  Park
11. Varna Park
12. Eastern Avenue Reserve
13. Hunter Park
14. Thomas Hogan Reserve
15. Raleigh Street Reserve
16. Dickson Park
17. Calga Reserve
18. Clarke Reserve
19. Gaerloch Reserve
20. Clemenston Park
21. Biddigal Reserve
22. Caff yn Park
23. Williams Park 
/ North Bondi Golf Club
24. Kimberley Reserve
25. Wilga Street Reserve
26. Ray O’Keefe Reserve
27. Marlborough Reserve
28. Victoria Park
29. Macpherson Park
30. Weonga Reserve
31. Boondi Reserve
32. Scarborough Crescent Bank
33. Fingleton Reserve 
34. St James Street Reserve
35. Faith PaƩ erson Reserve
36. Simpson Park
37. HewleƩ  Street Reserve
38. Sam Fitzman Reserve
39. Warren Zines Reserve
40. Tipper Avenue Reserve
41. Wairoa Avenue Reserve

 Streetscape Verges and Cemeteries 
84. Waverley Cemetery 
85. South Head Cemetry 
86. Onslow Street Roundabout 
87. Cuthbert Street Roundabout 
88. HewleƩ  Street Bends 
89. Split Level Calgra Ave Reserve
90. Pembroke Street Reserve 
91. Collingwood Street Reserve  
92. Gardyne Street Reserve 
93. Thompson Street Reserve
94. Cross Street Reserve  
95. Cox Avenue Reserve 
96. Loombah Road Reserve
97. Macley Street Reserve
98. Raleigh St Closure Split Level
99. Liverpool Street Reserve
100. York Road Bushland  
101.  Dalley Street Reserve

42. Stephen Street Reserve
43. Gibson Street Reserve
44. Dover Road Closure Split Level
45. Forest Knoll Reserve
46. O’Donnell Street Reserve
47. Eora Reserve
48. Craig Avenue Reserve
49. Tower Street Reserve
50. Beach Road Reserve
51. Francis Street Reserve
52. Jensen Avenue Reserve
53. Sir Thomas Mitchell Reserve
54. Gilgandra Reserve
55. ScoƩ  Street Reserve
56. Niblick Street Reserve
57. Brighton Boulevarde Reserve
58. Onslow Street Reserve
59. Seven Ways
60. Cuthbert Reserve Fitzgerald St
61. Dickson Street Reserve
62. HewleƩ  Street Road Closure
63. Edward Street Road Closure
64. New Street Reserve 
65. Hal Lashwood Reserve
66. Chaleyer Street Reserve
67. Ashley and Thompson St. Reserve
68. Andrews Street Reserve
69. Glen Street Reserve
70. Blair Street and Wairoa Avenue Reserve
71. Jessie Street Reserve
72. Fletcher Street Reserve
73. Belgrave Street Reserve
74. Palmerston Avenue Reserve
75. Murriverie Road Reserve
76. Bronte Road and Macpherson Street Reserve
77.  Glenayr / Murriverie Road Reserve
78. Gararra Reserve
79. 15 Adelaide Street

 Private RecreaƟ on 
80. Bondi Bowling Club
81. Waverley Bowling Club
82. Bronte Bowling Club 
83. Diamond Bay Bowling Club
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Organised and Team Sports
Waverley Council provides fi elds, outdoor courts, and indoor 
courts at the Margaret Whitlam RecreaƟ on Centre (see table 
2.2 and fi gure 2.10), which support a range of sports.

Waverley Council provides three compeƟ Ɵ on level fi elds while 
Queens Park, managed by the Centennial Parklands Trust, 
provides 16 compeƟ Ɵ on level fi elds.

In addiƟ on there are four training fi elds, three outdoor netball 
courts, and three outdoor mulƟ purpose courts.

Neighbouring Centennial Park and ChrisƟ son Park are located 
outside Waverley LGA, however provide Waverley residents 
access to addiƟ onal faciliƟ es for organised and team sports. 
Centennial Park provide nine fi elds, one oval, cricket pitches, 
and ameniƟ es for rugby, soccer/football, AFL and cricket. 
ChrisƟ son Park provides three fi elds, one hockey fi eld, one 
oval, three cricket pitches and ameniƟ es that can be used for 
rugby, soccer/football, touch football, hockey and cricket. 

Waverley Field 2 (syntheƟ c surface), Waverley Park

Sport ovals and fi elds

Reserve / Site Name Fields Size Support FaciliƟ es IrrigaƟ on Parking CondiƟ on 
DescripƟ on Linemarking LighƟ ng

Waverley Park Oval 1 115 x 70m Toilets Yes on street grass - good yes yes

Waverley Park Field 2 1 100 x 68m Toilets n/a on street syntheƟ c - 
excellent yes yes

Waverley Park Field 3 1 50 x 50m Toilets Yes on street grass - worn, 
pot holes none yes

Barracluff  Park 0.5 73 x 57m none Yes on street grass - good yes yes
Dudley Page Reserve 1 100 x 63m cricket pitch n/a on street grass - good none no

Hugh Bamford Reserve 0.5 72 x 55m none Yes 15 space 
carpark grass - good yes one side 

of fi eld
Rodney Reserve 1 100 x 70m none Yes on street grass - good yes no

Queens Park 16 various storage, toilets, 
change and kiosk on street grass - good yes no

Sport courts

Reserve / Site Name Courts Support FaciliƟ es Parking CondiƟ on DescripƟ on Linemarking LighƟ ng

Margaret Whitlam 
RecreaƟ on Centre 1 Toilets, kiosk, storage, 

changing rooms, fi rst aid on street rubber sprung fl oor, good 
condiƟ on yes yes

Waverley Park lower level 
netball courts 3 Toilets, storage, Amenity 

Hall

on street 
and St Marys 
Avenue

concrete base, synapave 
topping layer, good 
condiƟ on

yes yes

Waverley Park upper level 
mulƟ  purpose courts 3 Toilets, storage, Amenity 

Hall

on street 
and St Marys 
Avenue

concrete base, plexipave 
topping layer, good 
condiƟ on

yes yes

Blair Street Basketball 
Court 1 none on street concrete base, good 

condiƟ on yes no

Table 2.2 AcƟ ve RecreaƟ on FaciliƟ es in Waverley LGA
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Figure 2.10 ExisƟ ng acƟ ve recreaƟ on faciliƟ es and spaces

Sports Fields 
1 Waverley Park
1 Field (natural turf)
1 Field (syntheƟ c turf)
1 Training fi eld
3 Netball courts (sealed)
2 Cricket Nets
1 Cricket Wicket (turf)
3 MulƟ  use courts (outdoor)
1 Indoor mulƟ  purpose court 
(Margaret Whitlam RecreaƟ on Centre)
2 Barracluff  Park
1 Cricket syntheƟ c nets
0.5 Field (natural turf)
3 Dudley Page Reserve
1 Field (natural turf)
1 Cricket pitch (syntheƟ c)
4 Hugh Bamford Reserve
0.5 Field (natural turf)
5 Rodney Reserve 
1 Field (natural turf)
6 Queens park
9 Soccer fi elds (natural turf)
2 Soccer / football fi elds (natural turf)
5 Touch football fi elds (natural turf)

7 Bronte Ocean Pool

8 Bondi Ocean Pool

9 Blair Street Basketball Court (Private Ownership)

KEY

Basketball 

Swimming 

Soccer/ Football 

Netball

Tennis

Cricket

Australian Rules Football

Rugby Union 

Rugby League 

Gaelic Football 

Touch Football 

Training Field  
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Spaces for public hire and toilet blocks
In addiƟ on to our sports fi elds and courts we provide 10 
indoor venues that can be hired by groups for acƟ viƟ es such 
as dance, tai chi and yoga. Margaret Whitlam RecreaƟ on 
Centre, Kimberley Reserve Hall, Thomas Hogan Reserve Hall 
and Hugh Bamford Reserve Hall are generally more suitable for 
recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es, whilst the other venues can be used for 
small group and social acƟ viƟ es.

Council managed indoor venues include:

• Bondi Pavilion, Bondi Park

• Kimberley Reserve Hall

• Margaret Whitlam RecreaƟ on Centre

• Mill Hill Centre

• School of Arts

• Thomas Hogan Reserve Hall

• Wairoa Community Centre Hall

• Waverley Library

• Waverley Park amenity building

• Hugh Bamford Reserve Hall.

Waverley provides and maintains nine toilet blocks in some of 
our larger parks and reserves.

AmeniƟ es Building and Kiosk, Tamarama Park

Bondi Pavilion, Bondi Park

Margaret Whitlam RecreaƟ on Centre and Grandstand, 
Waverley Park
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Figure 2.11 ExisƟ ng spaces for public hire and toilet blocks

KEY

Toilet Blocks  

Community Halls 

Waverley Park Pavilion 

Bondi Park Pavilion 
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Private and Club RecreaƟ on
Various community or privately run clubs provide a range of 
recreaƟ on opportuniƟ es. Clubs operaƟ ng in Waverley support 
the following acƟ viƟ es:

• lawn bowls (four clubs)

• tennis (one tennis centre)

• golf (one golf course)

• swimming (three indoor pools and one outdoor pool)

• surf life saving (four clubs)

• fi shing (one club)

• squash (one squash club)

• fi tness and health (18 gyms, fi tness clubs and studios)

• board riding clubs (surf, surf ski, paddle boarding).

Many of these clubs are located on land zoned RE1 Public 
RecreaƟ on (refer to fi gure 2.12). Waverley and Bronte Bowling 
Clubs are on land zoned RE2 Private RecreaƟ on, owned by 
the club organisaƟ on. The land zoning of these sites mean 
that only development and acƟ viƟ es that support public and 
private recreaƟ on are allowed. In the review of WLEP 2012, 
Council may invesƟ gate opƟ ons to secure these sites for public 
recreaƟ on through the planning framework.

In addiƟ on to providing sporƟ ng opportuniƟ es, clubs also 
provide a meeƟ ng place to socialise and space for hire for  
small events which is oŌ en an aff ordable alternaƟ ve to more 
commercial operaƟ ons. As such clubs and private recreaƟ on 
space are an important community asset.

While parƟ cipaƟ on and memberships between clubs varies 
over Ɵ me; there remains opportunity for these types of 
organisaƟ ons to be adapƟ ve and reuse their faciliƟ es in 
response to community needs. 

Gyms and fi tness centres are highly visited faciliƟ es with 
fi tness and visiƟ ng gyms a very popular physical acƟ vity. There 
are many gyms in Waverley with 18 registered in the LGA.

Commercial Fitness Trainers and yoga instructors use Waverley 
parks and reserves. Permits are required for these acƟ viƟ es, in 
accordance with the Waverley Commercial Fitness Groups and 
Personal Trainers’ Policy and Guidelines. PermiƩ ed training 
areas are limited to parks and reserves shown on adjoining 
fi gure 2.12. 

Tamarama Surf Life Saving Club, Tamarama Beach

Amateur Fishing Club, Ben Buckler Point

Bronte Bowling Club, Bronte
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 Areas where commercial fi tness training is permiƩ ed

14 Bondi Beach / 15 Bondi Park

16 Marks Park

17 Tamarama Park

18 Bronte Park

19 Waverly Park

20 Hugh Bamford Reserve

21 Varna Park

22 Diamond Bay Reserve

23 Rodney Reserve

24 Dudley Page Reserve

25 Baracluff  Park

KEY Club Ownership of FaciliƟ es and Land Zoning

1 Diamond Bay Bowling Club Diamond Bay Bowling Club RE1
2 Bondi Bowling Club Bondi Bowling Club Co-OperaƟ ve Ltd RE1
3 Bondi Golf and Diggers Club Council Building on Crown Lands RE1
4 Waverley Bowling Club Eastern Suburbs Leagues Club Limited RE2
5 Bronte Bowling Club Bronte Bowling Club Limited RE2
6 Icebergs Pool Land owned by the State of NSW RE1
7 North Bondi Surf Life Saving Club Council Building on Crown Lands RE1
8 Bondi Bathers Surf Life Saving Club Council Building on Crown Lands RE1
9 Tamarama Surf Life Saving Club Council Building on Council Land RE1
10 Bronte Surf Bathers Life Saving Club Council Building on State of NSW Land RE1
11 Bronte Swimming Club Council Building on State of NSW Land RE1
12 Ben Buckler Amateur Fishing Club Council Building on Council Lands RE1
13 Bondi Waverley Squash Club Bondi Waverley Squash Club Ltd B4

13
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Figure 2.12 ExisƟ ng clubs providing recreaƟ on
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Casual and Social AcƟ viƟ es
Our parks and reserves also include spaces that can be used 
for picnicking and social acƟ viƟ es, social and casual games, 
play and exercising such as jogging and walking, and small 
group acƟ viƟ es. 

Waverley’s Community Garden is located behind Clementson 
Park, is a place where people can meet, garden and share 
skills. Council manages the space and rents out plots. Waverley 
also has a range of shared garden spaces located in parks, 
street verges and laneways which are run by community 
groups and supported by Council.

In many of our parks and reserves we provide equipment and 
faciliƟ es that support a variety of acƟ viƟ es and make these 
spaces more aƩ racƟ ve and comfortable.

Spaces in Waverley for casual and social acƟ viƟ es include:

• Coast Walk and Cliff  Top Walk

• cycling tracks (mostly on road) 

• variety of picnic and barbecue opportuniƟ es

• three beaches

• six exercise staƟ ons

• two beach volleyball locaƟ ons

• two basketball hoops

• one community garden and various shared gardens

• one Bocce Court.

Walking and Jogging

Walking is the most popular acƟ vity in NSW and Waverley. 
AthleƟ cs, track and fi eld (including jogging and running) is one 
of the top ten acƟ viƟ es for adults in NSW. The coastal walk 
alone is a very popular with approximately 1 to 1.8 million 
visits of people walking or jogging the route each year. The 
busiest day of the week is Sunday. Diff erent secƟ ons of the 
walk tend to be more popular then others, with the Bondi 
to Tamarama secƟ on the most popular. Four of Waverleys 
exercise staƟ ons are located on the Coastal Walk route.

Waverley’s Cliff  Walk which links Bondi north to Vaucluse and 
then onto the Gap in Woollahra. This route utalises Waverley’s 
cliff  top parks connected via local roads. While anecdotal 
evidence suggests this walking route is well used, there is 
currently no pedestrian data collecƟ on. 

Beaches

Waverley is home to three world class beaches, Bondi, 
Bronte and Tamarama. Waverley Council’s esƟ mate for beach 
visitaƟ on to Bondi is approximately 3.3 million while Bronte is 
over 500,000 per year and Tamarama 300,000.

Popular acƟ viƟ es at our beaches include swimming, surfi ng, 
sun bathing, picnicking and use of barbecue faciliƟ es. Beach 
volley ball can be played at Tamarama and Bondi Beach and 
the coastline is also popular for fi shing.

Outdoor fi tness staƟ on, Bondi Park

Coastal Walk, near Waverley Cemetery

Other Coastal AcƟ viƟ es

Waverley’s coastal edge includes desƟ naƟ ons for recreaƟ onal 
acƟ viƟ es such as rock fi shing, rock climbing and slacklining. 

Infrastructure has been installed by individuals who parƟ cipate 
in these acƟ viƟ es. We need to idenƟ fy the risks involved with 
people visiƟ ng these areas and manage access to protect 
people’s health and safety.

Waverley, Woollahra and Randwick Council are undertaking 
a scoping study as part of the Coastal Management Program. 
This scoping study will inform Waverley Council’s work to 
prepare a Coastal Management Plan which will ensure a 
consistent approach to managing risk associated with access 
along the cliff  edge.
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Figure 2.13 ExisƟ ng passive recreaƟ on faciliƟ es

KEY

Coast Walk and Cliff  Top Walk 

Cycle Paths

Beaches

Picnic Shelters 

BBQ FaciliƟ es 

Beach Volley Ball 

Community Gardens 

Bocce Court 

Outdoor Fitness StaƟ on 

Basketball Hoops & Keys 

Suburb boundary
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Dog Off -Leash Areas
For many people in our community, pets are companions 
and important members of the family. Dog walking is a very 
popular acƟ vity in Waverley with 10,587 idenƟ fi ed and 
registered dogs living in the LGA. Many dog owners and 
commercial dog walkers visit Councils park and off  leash areas 
for exercise. 

LegislaƟ on under the NSW Companion Animals Act 1998 
outlines rules governing the control and behavior of dogs 
and dog owners as well as commercial dog walking in public 
places. For peoples health and safety there are rules and 
responsibiliƟ es of dogs and their owners including:

• dogs must be under the eff ecƟ ve control of a competent 
person by means of an adequate chain, cord or leash at all 
Ɵ mes unless in an approved off -leash area

• dogs being exercised in an approved off  leash area must 
always be accompanied by a competent person and the 
dog must be under control

• no more than four dogs are permiƩ ed to walk at any one 
Ɵ me in a public space

• all dogs must wear a collar and tag with contact details on 
it when in a public space. They should also be idenƟ fi ed 
(micro-chipped) and registered

• owners must pick up and appropriately dispose of dog 
droppings

• dogs are prohibited near beaches and pools

• dogs are prohibited within 10 metres of children’s 
playground equipment

• dogs are prohibited in bushcare areas

• dogs are prohibited near sports fi elds (except on leash 
at Rodney Reserve when organised acƟ vity is not being 
played) or public places set aside for organised games

• dogs are prohibited with 10 metres of any food 
preparaƟ on area (the excepƟ on is when there is a public 
thoroughfare like a footpath. In this case dogs must 
remain controlled, on leash and use the thoroughfare for 
travel).

Councils rangers have a role in enforcing the regulaƟ ons 
outlined in the NSW Companion Animals Act 1998. Not all 
parks allow dog off -leash acƟ viƟ es. Council has nine off  leash 
areas in Waverley which are reasonably well distributed 
throughout the LGA, two parks (Marks Park and Bronte Park) 
have areas allowing dogs off -leash at certain Ɵ mes of the 
day. The distribuƟ on of parks with dog off -leash areas is also 
relaƟ vely comprehensive, though distribuƟ on in the North 
Bondi and Vaucluse areas could be improved as currently 
residents need to walk further to access dog off -leash areas 
at Hugh Bamford Reserve, Dickson Park, and Raleigh Reserve. 
(Refer to fi gure 2.14). 

The community has idenƟ fi ed the need for more dog off -leash 
areas, parƟ cularly in the North Bondi area. When allowing dog 
off -leash areas, confl icts and risks with children’s play spaces, 
organised sports acƟ viƟ es, and maintenance of turf need to be 
carefully managed.

Off  leash areas typically require signage, bins and dog bag 
dispensers and bubblers with dog bowl. Dogs walking, Bronte Gully

Dog off -leash area, Raleigh Reserve

Barracluff  Park is informally used as a off -leash area
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LocaƟ on of Dog Parks 
1. Varna Park
2. Raleigh Reserve
3. Diamond Bay Reserve
4. Dickson Park 
5. Hugh Bamford Reserve 
6. Waverley Park 
7. Queens Park 

LocaƟ on of Timed Dog Off -Leash Areas 
8. Marks Park 
9. Bronte Park 

KEY

Parks and Reserves

Private RecreaƟ on 

Streetscape Verges & Cemeteries 

Dog Off -leash Areas

Suburb boundary
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Play Spaces
Our playgrounds are an important desƟ naƟ on point in 
our parks for many people. We have 39 play spaces across 
Waverley. 

Waverley has a good provision of play spaces when compared 
with other Councils per populaƟ on (refer to Table 2.3). 
Furthermore our play spaces are well distributed across the 
LGA.

Play space at Bronte Park, District Level Play Space

Play space at Stephen Street Reserve, Pocket Level Play Space

Play space at O’Donnell Street, Neighbourhood Level Play 
Space

Our Play Space Strategy 2014-2029 guides planning and 
management of our play spaces. The strategy details the 
benefi ts and importance of play for children and young 
people. The strategy aims to implement a hierarchy of play 
spaces across our LGA in an eff ort to provide a range of sizes 
and types of play which are readily accessible to children and 
young people. 

Since implementaƟ on of the Play Strategy in 2014, eight play 
spaces have been upgraded, three refurbished with a further 
two planned for an upgrade in 2019/20.

Further studies have been undertaken in developing guidelines 
for inclusive play to ensure everyone in Waverley has the 
opportunity enjoy our play spaces. 

In addiƟ on to more tradiƟ onal park playgrounds, streetscapes 
also have potenƟ al for providing opportuniƟ es parƟ cularly for 
intergeneraƟ onal and social play. For example on adopƟ on of 
the Street Play Policy, streets will be able to be closed for small 
community gatherings and events. 

LGA PopulaƟ on 
(children and 
young people) 

Play spaces RaƟ o

City of Sydney 17,858 87 1:200

Woollahra 10,607 22 1:480

Randwick 26,418 52 1:500

Waverley 12,118 40 1:300

Table 2.3 Provision of play spaces in Waverley compared to 
neighbouring LGAs
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Figure 2.15 Waverley Play Space Strategy 2014-2029

            
1. Barracluff  Park

2. Belgrave Street Reserve

3. Biddigal Reserve

4. Bondi Park

5. Bondi Skate Park 

6. Bronte Park 

7. Caff yn Park

8. Clarke Street Reserve

9. Clementson Park 

10. Cuthbert Street 

11. Dickson Park 

12. Dover Road

13. Dudley Page Reserve (Playground)

14. Dudley Page Reserve (Cycle Track) 

15. Fingleton Reserve

16. Gibson Street Reserve

17. Gilgandra Reserve

18. HewleƩ  Street Reserve

19. Kimberley Reserve

20. Macpherson Park

21. Marks Park

22. Marlborough Reserve

23. Murriverie Road Reserve

24. Niblick Street Reserve

            

25. O’Donnell Street Reserve

26. Onslow Street Reserve

27. Palmerston Avenue Reserve

28. Queens Park (Owned and Managed by Centennial Park) 

30. ScoƩ  Street Reserve

31. Sir Thomas Mitchell Reserve

32. St James Reserve

33. Stephen Street Reserve 

34. Tamarama Park 

35. Thomas Hogan Reserve

36. Varna Park

37. Victoria Park

38. Wairoa Reserve 

39. Waverley Park

40. Weonga Reserve

KEY
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Design and Seƫ  ng
Our parks and reserves have disƟ nct landscape characters, 
which are defi ned in individual Plans of Management. Our 
coastal locaƟ on provides us with stunning coastal reserves 
and unique beach parks. Landscape design needs to be 
sympatheƟ c to the unique character of these parks.

There are generally three disƟ nct landscape categories across 
Waverley: Coastal; Inland; and Special Places. The design of 
spaces, landscaping and choice of furniture and materials used 
in each park and reserve is guided by the Waverley Public 
Domain Technical Manual.  

The unique landscape character of each park and reserve is 
important to maintain as it contributes to the local context and 
people’s connecƟ on to the place. Design guidance helps to 
maintain the character of these diff erent spaces.

The design of our parks and reserves also needs to provide 
spaces that accommodate diversity of acƟ viƟ es and off ers a 
range of experiences, whether that be a beauƟ ful view for a 
walk, a game of basketball, a place to meet friends, or a place 
to relax. The community told us that they feel safe in our parks 
and reserves and that they enjoy the spaces as they are clean 
and well maintained.

User comfort is important in our parks and reserves and 
we need to make sure that ameniƟ es, such as toilets, water 
fountains and shade are provided in our busy parks and 
reserves. 

The community told us they want ameniƟ es to be provided in 
Beach Parks and Sports Parks with high visitaƟ on, parƟ cularly 
where training is held and games are played.

Coastal Open Spaces
Cliff  Top Parks

These are linear parks fl anking the coastline. They are 
exhilaraƟ ng due to the great height of cliff s and the wide 
elevated views along the coast and out to the ocean. These 
spaces have a wild character and are parƟ cularly dramaƟ c in 
high winds and rough seas.

Groupings of semi-natural heathland and open grassland 
areas characterise these parks. There are a number of natural 
remnant bushland sites along the coastal walk and scaƩ ered 
among the cliff s, rock shelves and dunes that Council and 
community volunteers work to protect and regenerate. 

Cliff  Top Parks include: Eastern Avenue Reserve, Diamond Bay 
Reserve, Weonga Reserve, Raleigh Reserve, Williams Park and 
Calga Reserve.

Gully Parks

Tamarama Gully and Bronte Gully are natural riparian corridors 
behind beach parks. While they no longer drain directly to the 
coast, they do feature water courses. These parks are shaped 
like green fi ngers and have steeply sloping sides. They feel 
contained. 

They are generally densely planted lush natural bush reserves 
and have areas of ecological sensiƟ vity. Gully Parks have 
medium to low levels of pedestrian acƟ vity.

Gully Parks include: Tamarama Gully and Bronte Gully.

Beach Parks

These spaces are essenƟ ally low-lying coastal secƟ ons 
featuring curved sandy beaches. The beaches are backed by 
promenades and parklands and form a soŌ  linear edge to the 
ocean. This type is disƟ nguished by a simple horizontal visual 
composiƟ on of sky, ocean and land.

Beach parks are located within well-populated areas and all 
have commercial acƟ vity within close proximity. They are 
reasonably exposed, facing east to south east and are framed 
by rock outcrops to the north and south. The warm Australian 
light accentuates parƟ cular textures, shapes and colors, 
parƟ cularly when refl ected off  the sandstone.

The vegetaƟ on paleƩ e is fairly limited due to the challenges 
associated with front-line coastal environments. PlanƟ ng 
consists of a combinaƟ on of naƟ ve and exoƟ c species and 
trees and shrubs oŌ en have wild, wind blown forms.

Beach Parks include: Bondi Beach Park, Bronte Beach Park, 
Tamarama Beach Park

Inland Open Spaces
Civic Parks

Civic Parks are located within or adjacent to urban areas. Civic 
Parks are characterised by high quality fi nishes and furniture, 
and are well maintained. SpaƟ ally, these parks comprise 
perimeter planƟ ng with open grassland areas to the centre 
and scaƩ ered tree clusters throughout. PlanƟ ng design is 
relaƟ vely formal and oŌ en accented by fl owering plants. Civic 
Parks off er a combinaƟ on of shaded and open areas and are 
highly used.

Civic Parks include: Waverley Park, Eora Park and Clemenston 
Park.

Bushland Parks

Bushland Parks are our most densely planted areas. They 
are important fauna and fl ora zones and also feature some 
important remnant bushland sites. These parks primarily have 
a ‘natural Australian’ bushland character contrasted with small 
open grassed areas. Materials are ‘rusƟ c; and low key. They are 
popular for their walking tracks that feature look-out points 
revealing spectacular views across the municipality.

Many coastal spaces have important fauna and fl ora zones, 
including Diamond Bay Reserve, Tamarama Gully and Williams 
Park.

Inland open spaces that have bushland landscapes include: 
Dickson Park, Gibson Street Reserve, St James Reserve, 
Thomas Hogan Reserve.

Open Parkland - SporƟ ng fi elds

These parks are disƟ nguished by their fl at open grasslands 
and are used for sports and organised team acƟ viƟ es. They 
generally have clusters of shade trees planted around the 
perimeter with some shrub wind buff er planƟ ng. Edges are 
well defi ned with planƟ ng, bollards or fencing. These parks 
are open and allow people to have a good view into the park 
as well as out of the park. Open Parklands are generally well 
maintained.

Open Parklands include: Dudley Page Reserve, Hugh Bamford 
Reserve, Rodney Reserve.
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Cliff  Top Parks - Eastern Reserve

Waverley Public Domain Technical Manual

The Public Domain Technical Manual (PDTM) is Council’s 
guiding document to promote a sense of place and 
cohesiveness in Waverley’s public spaces.

The PDTM sets a quality standard for design with a paleƩ e 
of materials, fi nishes and furniture that reinforces local 
character of town, villages and neighbourhood centres, open 
spaces, and special places. These may have a disƟ ncƟ ve 
character or defi ning features that require applicaƟ on of 
custom design elements. 

Gully Parks - Bronte Gully

Beach Parks - Bondi Beach Park

Pocket Parks

These small parks are located at the end of streets or bound by 
residences or shops. Pocket Parks generally have well defi ned 
edges with planƟ ng, bollards or fencing. These parks comprise 
of trees and grass and someƟ mes play spaces. They are used 
by local residents for short stays.

There are 58 pocket parks across Waverley including Varna 
Park, Kimberley Reserve and St James Reserve (shown as local 
parks, verges and road closures in fi gure 2.9).

Special Places
Special places are important landmarks that oŌ en have 
signifi cance for the local area but are also recognised 
naƟ onally and internaƟ onally. Special places have 
characterisƟ cs that showcase the cultural, heritage, or natural 
cliff  and coastal seƫ  ng of the Waverley area.

A number of public open space in Waverley are idenƟ fi ed as 
‘special places’ where the use of custom design elements and 
nonstandard fi nishes are appropriate.   

Special places are:

• high profi le locaƟ ons

• places that have a disƟ ncƟ ve character that needs to be 
diff erenƟ ated from other spaces

• places with features of parƟ cular heritage signifi cance that 
are to be conserved, requiring special treatment.

Waverley’s special places include:

• Bondi Pavilion and surrounds

• Bronte Pool

• Coast Walk

• Cliff  Top Walk

• Waverley Cemetery

• South Head Cemetery.  

343



Waverley Open Space and RecreaƟ on Strategy44

Geƫ  ng to and Around the Parks
Catchments

Open and recreaƟ on space is generally well distributed across 
the LGA and allows most households access to public open 
space within 400 metres from home (fi gure 2.16). 

Bondi JuncƟ on, Bondi Beach and North Bondi are areas with 
greater populaƟ on densiƟ es, with higher density housing such 
as apartment buildings. It is increasingly important to provide 
access to public open space in these areas parƟ cularly where 
living spaces and private open space can be smaller.

The Greater Sydney Outdoors Survey 2019 shows that good 
access to outdoor recreaƟ on areas in the area where people 
live is important, parƟ cularly for residents in the Eastern City 
District. Typically 72% of Eastern City District residents either 
walk or run to outdoor recreaƟ on areas with an average of 
15 minutes travel Ɵ me, and about half of residents drive to 
outdoor recreaƟ on areas with an average of 23 minutes travel 
Ɵ me1.

There is a concentraƟ on of larger recreaƟ on faciliƟ es to the 
southern part of the LGA, with Queens Park and Waverley 
Park. Residents living in the north of the LGA access sports 
fi elds at Rodney Reserve, Hugh Bamford Reserve and Barracluff  
Park, and also faciliƟ es at ChrisƟ son Park, in neighbouring 
Woollahra LGA.

Access to Parks and Reserves
All parks and reserves can be accessed by car, however car 
parking can be limited. Council’s People, Movement and 
Places (2017) seeks to manage congesƟ on and demand for car 
parking at key desƟ naƟ ons such as beaches and regional parks 
and reserves. Waverley regional and district parks and reserves 
are serviced by buses. Council is commiƩ ed to developing the 
walking and cycling network by improving links, signage, and 
providing informaƟ on on routes. Improving the pedestrian and 
cycling network across the LGA can reduce reliance on driving 
to parks and reserves and also support recreaƟ onal walking 
and cycling acƟ viƟ es, which are already popular in Waverley.

Topography can aff ect the ease of geƫ  ng to and around parks 
and reserves, with level changes, stairs and slopes making it 
more diffi  cult for people that are less mobile or people with 
prams.

Accessible parking is currently available at all Waverley 
regional and district parks and reserves with off -street parking. 
Council is commiƩ ed to conƟ nually improve universal access 
at all Council faciliƟ es and regional and district parks. This 
includes improving arrival points and footpaths in and around 
entries to parks and reserves. 

Way fi nding
Way fi nding is important to help visitors to understand where 
they are and supports pedestrians, cyclists and motorists to 
navigate to landmarks, points of interest or major desƟ naƟ ons 
in and around Waverley. Way fi nding includes providing signs 
idenƟ fying desƟ naƟ ons and routes connecƟ ng desƟ naƟ ons, 
improving pathways and entrances to enable a more seamless 
navigaƟ on experience, and providing informaƟ on to enable 
people to make choices on where to go and how to get there. 
1 Greater Sydney Outdoors Study, 2019, Department of Planning and Environ-
ment

Way fi nding is parƟ cularly important to support universal 
access so that people who are less mobile or have parƟ cular 
needs can plan their visits to beaches, parks and recreaƟ on 
faciliƟ es and know what ameniƟ es are available at each 
locaƟ on. The Waverley Public Domain Technical Manual 
provides guidance on way fi nding signage.

Private Access Points
Many residenƟ al properƟ es which back onto parks have an 
access gate from their property into the reserve. In some 
instances a properƟ es main entrance may be through a 
reserve. Such entries do provide an addiƟ onal level of passive 
surveillance and acƟ vaƟ on of parks. However there are also 
instances where private entries are problemaƟ c with access 
points causing erosion, or unorthorised steps or planƟ ng 
being installed on public property. These access points also 
commonly back onto informal paths which are unstable and 
not accessible. It is important that property owners do not 
install structures or planƟ ng and do not leave property in 
public parkland. Council does not currently allow private 
access into parks and reserves. If a Development ApplicaƟ on 
was submiƩ ed including access onto a reserve it would be 
assessed on its merit. 

Universal Access
Universal access in the built environment takes into account 
the needs of a wide range of community members so that 
each person has an equally saƟ sfying experience. It creates 
inclusive places and spaces that embrace diversity and deliver 
design soluƟ ons that benefi t as many people as possible.

Design of open spaces can enhance or reduce usability, 
mobility, safety, comfort, choice, security and belonging and 
has a strong infl uence on the quality of people’s lives. The 
principles for universal access are:

• Easy to use

• Comfortable

• Safe

• Embraces diversity

• Off ers choice2. 

The Disability DiscriminaƟ on Act 1992 (DDA) extends beyond 
buildings to include outdoor spaces. Waverley Council has a 
responsibility under the DDA to provide equitable access to 
public premises and spaces, programs and events.

There are a range of guidelines that outline design 
requirements for buildings, streets, ameniƟ es and public 
outdoor spaces. Council also has policy and guidelines to 
ensure recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es, cultural acƟ viƟ es and events 
are inclusive. The Waverley Council Disability Inclusion AcƟ on 
Plan 2017-2021 aims to increase access to the greatest 
extent possible within the built environment and to faciliƟ es, 
ameniƟ es, parks and beaches. The topography can also impact 
on access, reducing the ability to maintain a conƟ nuous 
accessible path of travel and can make access more diffi  cult for 
people that are less mobile or parents with prams.

Council has commiƩ ed to ensuring people with disability have 
support faciliƟ es at Bondi to be able to experience the sand 
and ocean. 

2 Principles for universal access, Source: adapted by FunkƟ on Making Lifefi t 
from Easy Access to Historic Landscapes 2005, English Heritage
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Figure 2.16 Catchments for open space
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Enhancing the Environment
The community highly values parks and reserves as green 
spaces, parƟ cularly amongst the urban environment. Parks 
and reserves contribute to Waverley’s natural landscape 
and environment and maintaining views and access to green 
spaces is important for people’s health and wellbeing.

Some Waverley parks and reserves along the coastline 
contain bushland that has ecological importance (fi gure 
2.17). This bushland is idenƟ fi ed as terrestrial biodiversity 
and protected under the WLEP 2012 as samples of naƟ ve 
vegetaƟ on remaining in the urban environment. The Waverley 
Biodiversity AcƟ on Plans – Remnant Sites 2014-2020 sets 
acƟ ons for management acƟ viƟ es at each park or reserve with 
remnant bushland to support conservaƟ on. Development and 
acƟ vity in these parks and reserves must seek to protect this 
bushland as it cannot be recovered once lost.

Waverley Council acƟ vely manages remnant vegetaƟ on 
through bush regeneraƟ on techniques and protecƟ ng the 
area with buff er vegetaƟ on and restricƟ ng access. Councils 
Biodiversity AcƟ on Plans - Remnant Sites 2014-2020 details 
plans for managing these important areas.

Waverley Council also manage a volunteer Bushcare program 
which focuses on select natural areas to regenerate, managing 
weeds and plant naƟ ve species. There are currently six 
bushcare groups who meet regularly in Waverley.

Parks and reserves are important parts of a larger network of 
green spaces and vegetaƟ on links that provide habitats for 
diff erent fl ora and fauna. Though parks and verges may be 
small in size, they are very important for Waverley’s urban 
ecology and contribute to establishing habitat corridors. 
Encouraging diversity in planƟ ng, parƟ cularly using naƟ ve 
planƟ ng where possible, can contribute to re-establishing 
urban bushland and creaƟ ng healthy habitats.

Waverley’s beaches and interƟ dal shores are part of a rich 
marine environment. The urban landscape does however 
impact the environment. The Council LGA does contain an 
InterƟ dal Protected Areas which provides protecƟ on to rocky 
shore habitats and their species. Removing animals and 
invertebrates from these areas is prohibited. 

Parks and reserve are also important spaces for water 
management. Landscape design, including considered 
selecƟ on of materials guided by the Waverley Public Domain 
Technical Manual, supports water harvesƟ ng and storm water 
management. The proximity of many parks and reserves 
to aquaƟ c reserves in Waverley elevates the importance of 
careful management of the environment in these spaces 
and considering the impacts of acƟ viƟ es on land on aquaƟ c 
reserves.

Remnant vegetaƟ on at Diamond Bay Reserve

Cliff  top vegetaƟ on along the Cliff  Walk, Raleigh Reserve

Bronte Gully Waterfall, Bronte Park
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Figure 2.17 ExisƟ ng environmental assets
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Community, Culture and Heritage
Waverley’s open and recreaƟ on spaces refl ect the area’s 
planning history and the infl uences, aspiraƟ ons and ideals of 
historical organisaƟ ons and individuals.

Heritage
There are 26 parks and reserves that either have heritage 
items, including archaeological sites and sites with Indigenous 
heritage, or are idenƟ fi ed to be part of a landscape character 
area (fi gure 2.18). There are State heritage items at:

• Waverley Park (Waverley Reservoir No 1 and No 2)

• Bondi Beach (Bondi Pavilion) 

• North Bondi (Bondi Ocean Ouƞ all Sewer). 

Both Centennial Park and Bondi Park and Beach (known as the 
Bondi Beach Cultural Landscape) are Landscape ConservaƟ on 
Areas with State heritage signifi cance. Bondi Beach is also 
listed on the NaƟ onal Heritage List. A schedule of landscape 
conservaƟ on areas and State and local heritage items that are 
located in parks and reserves are listed in Appendix C.

Heritage items have historic, cultural, social, spiritual, 
architectural, aestheƟ c and archaeological signifi cance to the 
community and development or acƟ viƟ es in or around these 
items need development consent. 

There are many locaƟ ons, items and archaeological sites that 
are important for understanding Indigenous heritage and 
culture. It is also important to acknowledge the signifi cance 
of land to Indigenous Australians. For Indigenous Australians 
land is connected to people and culture. There is a signifi cant 
opportunity to learn about ‘caring for country’ and to educate 
the broader community on and celebrate Indigenous culture 
as part of telling the story of community, culture and heritage 
in our parks and reserves. 

State heritage items trigger a requirement of referral to the 
NSW Heritage Council and any works proposed in a park or 
reserve with heritage values requires a review by Council’s 
heritage advisors. These requirements seek to protect and 
manage heritage values.

Some of the Local and State heritage items in Waverley’s parks 
and reserves are Sydney Water assets and are examples of 
Sydney’s water supply, sewerage and drainage history.

We prepare heritage management plans and includes heritage 
management strategies as part of plans of management for 
spaces with heritage items or idenƟ fi ed as heritage landscape 
areas. This allows consideraƟ on of the management of 
heritage, including opportuniƟ es to improve on the care and 
interpretaƟ on of heritage values as part of the planning for 
these spaces.

Public Art
Council has a Public Art Policy and Master plan which idenƟ fi es 
opportuniƟ es for public art in Waverley. Council also has a 
Public Art CommiƩ ee that serves as an advisory panel on all 
Public Art proposals in the area.

The Public Art Master plan idenƟ fi es opportuniƟ es for public 
art in several parks. Notably Marks Park Bondi Memorial 
Project, Bondi Park and Pavilion, Clemenston Park, Waverley 
Park, Dickson Park. In addiƟ on Hunter Park was established in 
1998 as Weverley’s Sculpture Park. The Park currently features 
four sculptural works. 

Public Events
Parks and reserves are important public spaces and conƟ nue 
to be places where the community meet for events throughout 
the year. Our Beach Parks and Dudley Page Reserve host a 
program of high profi le events each year (refer to Table 2.1). 
These events aƩ ract many visitors from across Sydney and 
internaƟ onally which is good for Waverley’s local economy. 
Large events impact on local residents and require Council to 
coordinate and plan with event organisers. Waverley Events 
Policy and Event Management and Delivery Guidelines idenƟ fy 
parks and reserves where events are permiƩ ed and sƟ pulate 
acƟ viƟ es event organisers are responsible for. 

It is criƟ cal that Council’s policy and guidelines ensure that 
events benefi t our community and that impacts on our parks 
and reserves and miƟ gated and managed.

CommemoraƟ ve and Quiet Spaces
The way we commemorate those who have passed is 
refl ecƟ ve of our personal values, beliefs and our life story, 
commemoraƟ on is such an important part of our culture and 
society.

In support of members of our community who are grieving 
Council provides a range of services. Notably, we have a state 
heritage listed cemeteries in Waverley Cemetery and South 
Head cemetery. We tell the stories of those in our community 
who have made contribuƟ on through programs such as the 
Local Heroes Awards, Best of the Best Awards, cemetery tours 
and our local studies collecƟ on in the Library. 

Memorial spaces are also provided in several parks across 
Waverley LGA such as Waverley Park Memorial Garden with 
monument to World War One and World War Two. Sam 
Fiszman Park which recognises the valuable contribuƟ on of 
refugees to the Waverley Council area.

Council receives several requests a year for memorials to pay 
tribute to deceased community members. Typically memorials 
are requested in our open spaces in the form of a plaque 
aƩ ached to a seat with ocean view. Because it is diffi  cult to 
accommodate the volume of these specifi c requests Councils 
policy does not allow donaƟ ons such as plaques associated 
with seats or trees in our open spaces. 
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Figure 2.18 Heritage items and areas with heritage landscape values, associated with Parks and Reserves
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Maintenance and Management
Council is responsible for the maintenance and management 
of the 79 public parks and reserves in Waverley LGA (except 
for Queens Park, managed by the Centennial Parklands 
Trust). Council is also the consent authority for a majority 
of development and works on these parks and reserves, in 
line with the range of legislaƟ on and local policies, plans and 
guidelines listed in SecƟ on 1.

Planning and acquisiƟ ons 
Council is able to idenƟ fy land in the LEP for acquisiƟ on for 
the purpose of expanding the open space network. The WLEP 
2012 currently idenƟ fi es 11 parcels of land for acquisiƟ on 
(refer to Table 2.4). Council is able to prepare a planning 
proposal to amend the WLEP 2012 to idenƟ fy addiƟ onal open 
space acquisiƟ ons if required. 

Funding for acquisiƟ ons comes from Council’s capital works 
budget or can be funded through contribuƟ ons from new 
development, either from a SecƟ on 7.12 contribuƟ on or a 
contribuƟ on off ered through a planning agreement.

Land ownership

Land zoned RE1 Public RecreaƟ on in the WLEP 2012 is for 
public recreaƟ on purposes and allow public access to these 
spaces. Not all land zoned for RE1 Public RecreaƟ on is owned 
by Council, however Council can work with land owners to 
maximise the public benefi t opportuniƟ es of all public open 
space. State Government, under Crown Lands or Sydney Water 
also own several parks which Council is responsible for the 
maintenance and management.

Spaces that are currently zoned RE1 Public RecreaƟ on 
although are not owned by Council or State Government 
include 15 Adelaide Street, Bondi JuncƟ on.

Address Land parcel Public benefi t

2 Ray Street Lot 37 DP 
976698

AcquisiƟ ons allow 
beƩ er pedestrian 
connecƟ ons along 
the Cliff  Top walk.

4 Ray Street Lot 2 DP 
417665

6 Ray Street Lot 1 DP 
417665

8 Ray Street Lot 40 DP 
976698

8 Ray Street Lot 41 DP 
976698

29 Kimberley Street Lot 2 DP 
1056298

27-29 Gilgandra Road Lot 24 DP 
654616

AcquisiƟ ons secure 
Gilgandra Reserve.

27-29 Gilgandra Road Lot 23 DP 
7758

2 Waverley Crescent Lot 1 DP 
937724

AcquisiƟ ons allow 
expansion of 
Fingleton Reserve.5 Bondi Road Lot 9 DP 

455977 
5 Bondi Road Lot 8 DP 

455977
Table 2.4 Land for acquisiƟ on in WLEP 2012

Local Aboriginal Land Council
The La Perouse Local Aboriginal Land Council oversees the 
La Perouse area, including Waverley LGA. The La Perouse 
Local Aboriginal Land Council can advise on lands of 
cultural signifi cance of Aboriginal persons and promote 
Aboriginal culture and heritage parƟ cularly in relaƟ on to the 
management of open space with cultural signifi cance.

Sydney Water assets
A number of parks and reserves contain Sydney Water assets 
and are owned by Sydney Water. These are located at:

• Waverley Park

• Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve (underground 
easements)

• Dudley Page Reserves.

Works at these parks require Sydney Water approval and need 
to allow Sydney Water to access their assets. 

Strategic Asset Management Plan (SAMP)
Council prepares a SAMP to guide sustainable management of 
Council assets, including the idenƟ fying funding allocaƟ on to 
maintenance and capital works for projects. This OSRS directs 
future open space and recreaƟ on projects and the approach to 
asset management. The SAMP will idenƟ fy capital works and 
maintenance acƟ viƟ es for funding to deliver the OSRS.

Council maintenance
Council carries out regular maintenance of all parks and 
reserves, beaches, play spaces and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es. Smaller 
parks are maintained every six weeks and permanent staff  
are located in larger parks such as Waverley Park, Bondi Park, 
Bronte Park and Tamarama Park. Play spaces are inspected 
daily and audited for compliance with safety standards 
annually. 

The maintenance of parks comes from Councils operaƟ ons 
budget. Revenue from the hire of sports fi elds, courts and 
indoor venues also contribute to the administraƟ on cost 
associated with hiring these spaces.

Compliance 
Compliance and regulaƟ on in open spaces are an important 
part of keeping the community safe and our environmental 
assets clean and sustainable. RegulaƟ ons of permiƩ ed or 
prohibited acƟ viƟ es are currently outlined in Council’s Plan 
of Management and on the Council website. Compliance 
informaƟ on is also currently found on park signs.

There are currently gaps in the communicaƟ on of compliance 
informaƟ on and regulaƟ ons. Not all parks and open spaces 
have a Plan of Management or have informaƟ on on site signs.

Partnerships and Sponsorship
Council is oŌ en approached by corporate enƟ Ɵ es, ChariƟ es or 
Not for Profi t OrganisaƟ ons to enter agreements for providing 
new faciliƟ es, memorials or promoƟ on of various works or 
programs. Council has a Sponsorship, Grants and DonaƟ ons 
Policy which sets out the roles and responsibiliƟ es for such 
agreements. 
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Figure 2.19 Land Ownership
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Open and RecreaƟ on Space Review
This is a summary of fi ndings from our review of open and recreaƟ on space in Waverley, the range of user groups that use 
these spaces and diversity of acƟ viƟ es that these spaces support. Findings under each of the six Strategy themes inform our 
approach to management of open and recreaƟ on space and the AcƟ on and ImplementaƟ on Plan in SecƟ on 4.

Playing and relaxing
• Diff erent groups use spaces for organised sports and team acƟ viƟ es as well as casual play, socialising and relaxing. 

Organised groups (sporƟ ng and community clubs, schools) regularly book spaces for training and match play.

• Beach Parks are key visitor desƟ naƟ ons and host large annual events which are important for Sydney.

• Occasional users include visitors that live outside the LGA, domesƟ c travelers and internaƟ onal travelers that are aƩ racted 
to Waverley’s Coastal Walks and beaches.

Design and seƫ  ng
• Design guidance helps to maintain and enhance the disƟ nct characterisƟ cs of the Waverley local area and the context of 

each park and reserve.

Geƫ  ng to and around
• There is generally a good distribuƟ on of open space across the LGA, and most residents live within a 400 metre walk to 

a park or reserve. There is variaƟ on in the types of spaces people can access from home, so it is important to maintain 
quality spaces and provide walking, cycling and public transport connecƟ ons across the open space network.

• It is important to conƟ nually review whether spaces are universally accessible, parƟ cularly regional and district parks and 
reserves which have high visitaƟ on. The topography can also impact on access, reducing the ability to maintain conƟ nuous 
paths and can make access more diffi  cult for people that are less mobile or carers with prams.

Enhancing the environment
• Waverley’s parks and reserves have environmental importance and contribute to the ecology of Waverley as well as having 

bushland that has high environmental value.

• The topography and coastal seƫ  ng creates a unique landscape, however it can also make access for maintenance diffi  cult 
in places where there are level changes such as the cliff  line.

• Design of parks and reserves must respond to the landscape. Topography contributes to the coastal landscape and creates 
opportuniƟ es for view points that make Waverley’s parks and reserves unique.

• Conversely, topography can aff ect how many spaces in the LGA are appropriate for sports fi elds and courts. RecreaƟ on 
faciliƟ es need to be located in fl aƩ er land.

Community, Culture and Heritage
• Many parks and reserves have heritage values that need to be protected and managed. Management of heritage needs to 

be improved. There are Indigenous items, important archaeological sites, non-indigenous items, and landscape character 
areas that have NaƟ onal, Local and State signifi cance.

• The preparaƟ on of new Plans of Management will need to include heritage management plans to incorporate heritage 
recommendaƟ ons.

• Overall the heritage listed open space in Waverley LGA is well conserved and maintained. There is, however, evidence 
of some loss of heritage value and historic character within some areas of open space. Incremental changes including 
landscape improvement works, the removal of some mature planƟ ngs, the introducƟ on of new features have resulted in 
some impacts on heritage values including the historic character.

• Hunter Park as a locaƟ on is constrained due to the steepness of the site being impracƟ cal for universal access. The park 
design and siƫ  ng also make it diffi  cult to curate works.

• Further opportuniƟ es for ‘refl ecƟ ve spaces’ suitable for quiet contemplaƟ on, rest and respite are in demand and need to 
be considered in future planning.

Maintenance and Management
• AcquisiƟ on of land for open space should align with and deliver on the OSRS. 

• There is a need for beƩ er signage and compleƟ on of PoMs for all spaces to support compliance with permiƩ ed and 
prohibited acƟ viƟ es in parks and reserves. 

• The high level nature of the Sponsorship, Grants and DonaƟ ons Policy does not provide a detailed framework for these 
agreements, which require bespoke negoƟ aƟ ons as they arise.
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This secƟ on provides an audit of the provision, quality and 
capacity of exisƟ ng open and recreaƟ on space in Waverley LGA 
and user preferences. 

LimitaƟ ons on current spaces
A needs based assessment was undertaken to idenƟ fy the 
open and recreaƟ on spaces and types of faciliƟ es needed in 
Waverley. This approach is informed by:

• the Waverley community profi le - number of residents, 
age profi le and sports parƟ cipaƟ ons rates and trends

• benchmarking of open space and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es 
provision

• assessment of the quality and capacity of current spaces

• consultaƟ on with the community and stakeholders.

Waverley open space provision
Waverley is starƟ ng out from a ‘defi cit’ of space, compared to 
rates of open space provision in neighbouring LGAs, though 
almost all of Waverley’s open space can be used for a range of 
acƟ viƟ es. It will be diffi  cult to create more space considering 
the current populaƟ on and development density in Waverley 
and compeƟ Ɵ on for new land.

Approximately 500 square metres of addiƟ onal open space is 
needed in Waverley LGA to maintain today’s level of provision 
of 1.47 hectares of open space per 1,000 people. This is the 
equivalent of providing another Cuthbert Street Reserve in 
Queens Park (597 square metres).  

ExisƟ ng open space is also expected to ‘do more’ and cater for 
a broad range of user needs and diversity in acƟ viƟ es. Councils 
across Greater Sydney experience similar issues to Waverley 
needing to provide for inclusive spaces, play spaces, and 
dedicated dog off  leash areas.

Waverley recreaƟ on faciliƟ es
Generally, uƟ lisaƟ on of Waverley’s recreaƟ on faciliƟ es are not 
yet at capacity with the excepƟ on of Waverley Park. Alongside 
the relaƟ vely low growth rate expected over the next 10 years 
(when compared to neighbouring LGAs), there is enough 
capacity within exisƟ ng faciliƟ es to accommodate anƟ cipated 
growth.

Growth in neighbouring LGAs may impact on demand for 
recreaƟ on faciliƟ es in Waverley as many sporƟ ng groups and 
clubs operate across Eastern City District LGAs. 

Bookings for Waverley’s sports fi elds and courts diff er between 
the Winter and Summer seasons, with higher demand 
experienced in Winter as compeƟ Ɵ ons for soccer/football, 
Australian Rules Football, rugby, and netball are played in the 
Winter season.

Council faces many challenges as our community’s 
parƟ cipaƟ on in physical acƟ vity evolves. In parƟ cular the trend 
for sports to operate through both the summer and winter 
seasons has presented challenges for Council as there has 
been further demand on already limited faciliƟ es. Weather 
condiƟ ons in summer and winter also present new challenges 
for all sports as they are operaƟ ng throughout the year. 

Another trend is increased interest in more fl exible and 
informal acƟ viƟ es (i.e. ‘pick up and play sports’) which are 
appealing to those who may not be interested or involved 
in club sports. While ‘pick up and play’ sports such as tennis 
and basketball do not see the intensity of use compared with 
compeƟ Ɵ on play, they do off er many health and wellbeing 
benefi ts to the wider community.

Quality, mulƟ -use spaces with ameniƟ es are in high demand. 
Waverley Oval, Waverley Field 3, and indoor courts are the 
most used. UƟ lisaƟ on of the oval and fi eld 3 are currently 
booked over their capacity resulƟ ng in wear an tear of the 
fi elds.

Clubs and groups would like to see more choice for bookings. 
Allowing longer hours of play (provision of lighƟ ng), quality of 
the spaces (reducing impacts of weather on fi elds and courts 
aff ecƟ ng play), and ameniƟ es (toilets, storage) are important.

Public feedback has shown a desire for more basketball and 
netball courts, provision of an indoor pool, improvement to 
ameniƟ es in parks and reserves, and improvement to access 
and parking. 

The community want to see more of the types of spaces and 
faciliƟ es they currently have access to in Waverley - what is 
currently provided is good, it’s just in high demand.

The community have fed back that the maintenance of 
parks and reserves and faciliƟ es is perceived to be generally 
good and clubs and groups are happy with the service that 
Waverley’s bookings management team provides. Encouraging 
higher uƟ lisaƟ on across Waverley faciliƟ es will have an impact 
on maintenance regimes and budgets to maintain faciliƟ es 
at a good standard. We will need to balance these demands 
carefully.
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Figure 3.1 Snapshot of acƟ viƟ es and user preferences for open and recreaƟ on space in Waverley

357



Waverley Open Space and RecreaƟ on Strategy58

Sports parƟ cipaƟ on rates
Top sports and acƟ viƟ es that Waverley residents parƟ cipate in 
are consistent with AusPlay Survey results (2018) for NSW. 

Survey results also show that how a person parƟ cipates 
in sports changes over their lifeƟ me. Children and young 
people (35 years and younger) in NSW are more likely to be 
parƟ cipaƟ ng in organised or venue based sports, whilst older 
adults are more likely to parƟ cipaƟ ng in sports in a casual way 
and not as part of organised acƟ viƟ es (Figure 3.2).

RecreaƟ onal walking is the most popular acƟ vity amongst 
adults in Waverley. Swimming and the fi tness/gym are also 
popular. This is consistent with the results of the Greater 
Sydney Outdoors Study 2019 of most popular acƟ ve recreaƟ on 
acƟ viƟ es.

This means that green links and swimming pools are important 
public spaces to provide in Waverley. Providing spaces in parks 
and reserves that are fl exible for diff erent fi tness acƟ viƟ es is 
also important for people that prefer not to visit private indoor 
gyms.

Figure 3.2 Rates of parƟ cipaƟ on in organisaƟ on/venue based acƟ viƟ es versus non-organisaƟ on/venue based acƟ viƟ es across 
diff erent age groups, in NSW
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Diff erence in parƟ cipaƟ on between women and men
Women and men maintain similar levels of physical acƟ vity, 
however generally parƟ cipate in physical acƟ vity and sports in 
diff erent ways. Women are more likely to parƟ cipate in non-
sport related acƟ viƟ es such as gym/fi tness, walking and yoga 
and pilates than men1. For women in their 20s through to their 
50s, in parƟ cular, family and work commitments infl uence 
the Ɵ me they have to spend on physical acƟ vity. It is there 
important to support diversity in physical acƟ vity opƟ ons and 
fl exibility in ways to parƟ cipate. This means providing more 
public recreaƟ on faciliƟ es that can be accessed casually by 
individuals without the need for booking commitments or 
through organised sports or teams, and supporƟ ng programs 
that provide choice in acƟ viƟ es.

Across the soccer/football sporƟ ng clubs in Waverley 
parƟ cipaƟ on by women and girls has been growing, 
parƟ cularly for girls. This means that it is criƟ cal to provide 
ameniƟ es such as toilets and change faciliƟ es at sports fi elds 
and courts for both men and women2. 

1 AusPlay Focus: Women and girls parƟ cipaƟ on, Australian Sports Commission, 

November 2017 
2 IniƟ al stakeholder engagement with sporƟ ng clubs and groups in Waverley, 
March 2019 
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Age-friendly Spaces and AcƟ viƟ es
ParƟ cipaƟ on in physical acƟ vity and demand for diff erent 
types of spaces can diff er between age groups. It is important 
that these diff erent needs are considered in providing diverse 
spaces and experiences where various age groups across the 
community can use.

Council supports physical acƟ vity, health and well-being for 
people of all ages and ability in Waverley.

Children and adolescents
SupporƟ ng sport and acƟ ve recreaƟ on in children is very 
important, as these acƟ viƟ es contribute to the development 
of confi dence and social skills, social inclusion, community 
development, health and wellbeing, diversion from anƟ social 
behavior and improved self-esteem as well as movement skills 
and physical fi tness1.

Australian children are lagging behind compared to other 
countries on overall physical acƟ vity2. The research suggest 
that lifestyles and behaviours are contribuƟ ng to this. The 
healthy kids report card suggests that Australian outdoor 
spaces are performing well and provide the right environment 
to encourage physical acƟ vity, however the reason our children 
are comparaƟ vely unhealthy is because their level of incidental 
exercise is very low.

Provision of spaces, such as parks, ovals, play spaces and 
beaches, where parents can take children or where children 
can safely access themselves is very important. This is 
parƟ cularly important considering the higher density living in 
Waverley and smaller living spaces, where private open space 
may not always be available.

Playgrounds typically cater for younger children, while older 
children and adolescents oŌ en seek out recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es. 
FaciliƟ es such as skate parks and basketball courts allow 
adolescents spaces outdoors to also socialise.

Council has carried out extensive engagement with young 
people recently. Young people have indicated there is a real 
gap for their age group and they need engaging places to meet 
with their friends, including both indoor and outdoor spaces.

School faciliƟ es and sports programs organised through school 
are very important to maintain levels of physical acƟ vity 
amongst school aged children and establish behaviors around 
physical acƟ vity. It is therefore just as important to support 
programs that encourage children and young people to be 
acƟ ve as it is to provide spaces for sports and physical acƟ vity.

1 Vella SA, Cliff  DP, Magee CA, Okely AD. Sports parƟ cipaƟ on and parent-report-
ed health-related quality of life in children: Longitudinal associaƟ ons. J Pediatr. 
2014;164(6):1469-74.

Eime RM, Young JA, Harvey JT, Charity MJ, Payne WR. A systemaƟ c review of 
the psychological and social benefi ts of parƟ cipaƟ on in sport for children and 
adolescents: Informing development of a conceptual model of health through 
sport. Int J Behav Nutr Phys Act. 2013;10(1):98.

Lubans DR, Morgan PJ, Cliff  DP, BarneƩ  LM, Okely AD. Fundamental movement 
skills in children and adolescents. Sports Med. 2010;40(12):1019-35.
2 AcƟ ve Healthy Kids Australia, 2018, Muscular Fitness: It’s Ɵ me for a jump start 
– 2018 Report Card on Physical AcƟ vity for Children and Young People

Adults
Amongst adults, key life transiƟ ons can impact on levels of 
physical acƟ vity and disrupt habits formed early in life. Events 
such as leaving secondary school and changes in employment 
and family structure can lead to adults reducing parƟ cipaƟ on 
in physical acƟ vity.

Trends are showing a shiŌ  towards more casual parƟ cipaƟ on 
in physical acƟ vity rather than parƟ cipaƟ ng through organised 
sports. It is therefore important to provide spaces that people 
can access casually - fi ƫ  ng acƟ vity around work and family 
commitments - and design environments where physical 
acƟ vity is encouraged as part of everyday acƟ vity, such as 
increasing trips taken through walking and cycling. Encouraging 
the social aspect of physical acƟ vity is also important. 

Seniors
Maintaining physical acƟ vity through older age is important 
to support health and wellbeing. As people are living longer, 
there is an increasing awareness of the importance of 
remaining healthy, acƟ ve and socially engaged. 

Providing spaces and supporƟ ng acƟ viƟ es that also serve 
a social funcƟ on is important. In older age, maintaining 
autonomy and independence and social connectedness are 
just as important as health and wellbeing3. Council run a 
variety of programs that involve physical and social acƟ viƟ es 
for seniors to maintain a connecƟ on to a community. 

Older persons are more likely to parƟ cipate in self-organised 
acƟ viƟ es than organised sport. Top acƟ viƟ es for people 
over the age of 65 years in NSW are walking, fi tness/gym, 
swimming, and golf4.

It is also important to provide fl exible public spaces that 
provide possibiliƟ es for exercise and recreaƟ on. Shaded 
courtyards, well maintained footpaths, and easy to access 
pools can encourage older persons to parƟ cipate in wellness 
acƟ viƟ es such as walking, swimming and dancing.

To support physical acƟ vity in older age spaces and acƟ viƟ es 
need to be easy to access and also aff ordable.

3 CiƟ es Alive: Designing for ageing communiƟ es, Arup, 2019
4 Ausplay Survey 2018
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LGA Total open 
space

(% of LGA)

Total acƟ ve 
open space*

(% of LGA)

PopulaƟ on 
density 
(people per 
hectare)

Number of 
residents 
(2018)

Number of 
residents 
(2031)

% change in 
residents

Gap in future 
acƟ ve open 
space provision, 
number of sqm

Waverley 113.3 
hectares

(12.1%)

108.8 hectares

(11.6%)

80.16  74,114  76,450 3.2%  448.6 

City of 
Sydney

381.7 
hectares

(14.4%)

339.6 hectares

(12.8%)

89.90  240,229 292,350 21.7%  2,520.5 

Randwick 955.2 
hectares

(25.5%)

472.0 hectares

(12.6%)

42.46  154,265 167,950 8.9%  2,492.9 

Woollahra 159.2 
hectares

(13.1%)

101.2 hectares

(8.3%)

48.13  58,964 59,200 0.4%  68.4 

* open space excludes land for golf courses and naƟ onal parks

Benchmarking and comparison
Applying benchmarks is a means of generaƟ ng a quick 
understanding of provision and allowing snap shot comparison 
between places. However, benchmarks do not allow for 
consideraƟ on of specifi c circumstances around quality of 
space, uƟ lisaƟ on and access, which infl uences provision and 
demand. Therefore benchmarks are considered alongside 
community and stakeholder feedback.

Open space provision
There is 108.8 hectares of open space in Waverley LGA. In 
comparison to other LGAs, Waverley has a slightly lower 
proporƟ on of open and recreaƟ on space per 1,000 residents. 
Waverley however has a high populaƟ on density - comparable 
to the City of Sydney - and has a similar rate of provision of 
open and recreaƟ on space.

Approximately 11.6% of land in Waverley LGA is dedicated 
as public open space that can support a range of passive and 
acƟ ve recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es (this excludes land for golf courses 
and naƟ onal parks). 

It will be diffi  cult to create more space considering the 
current populaƟ on and development density in Waverley and 
compeƟ Ɵ on for new land. As Waverley’s populaƟ on is set to be 
steady over the next 10 years, 500 square metres of addiƟ onal 
acƟ ve open space is needed to maintain today’s level of 
provision. 

Table 3.1 Open space benchmarks for Waverley and neighbouring LGAs

Figure 3.3 Provision of open space in 2018 and in 2031, 
hectares of open space per 1,000 people, for Waverley and 
neighbouring LGAs

Open space excludes land for golf courses and naƟ onal parks. 
EsƟ mated residenƟ al populaƟ on for 2018 and populaƟ on 
projecƟ on for 2031 used.

 -

 0.50

 1.00

 1.50

 2.00

 2.50

 3.00

 3.50

Waverley City of Sydney Randwick Woollahra

Nu
m

be
r 

of
 h

ec
ta

re
s

LGA

Current provision of open space, ha per 1,000 people (2018)

Future provision active open space, ha per 1,000 people (2031)

360



Waverley Open Space and RecreaƟ on Strategy 61

RecreaƟ on faciliƟ es provision
The Eastern City District has relaƟ vely lower rates of provision 
of recreaƟ on faciliƟ es when compared to the average across 
Greater Sydney (Table 3.2), due to the relaƟ vely higher 
populaƟ on density in the Eastern City District and less 
available land for open space compared to other Districts in 
Greater Sydney.

There is a high rate of provision of public swimming pools 
in Waverley LGA when compared to the Eastern City District 
and Greater Sydney averages. Waverley LGA has two outdoor 
ocean pools which are managed by Council or community 
organisaƟ ons which off er recreaƟ onal swimming, club training 
and compeƟ Ɵ on and swimming lessons. Council also manage 
Wally Weeks Pool and the Childrens Pool at Bondi Beach, 
these pools are used for recreaƟ onal purposes and are not 
large enough to accommodate training or compeƟ Ɵ ons. 
There are also mulƟ ple pools owned and managed by private 
organisaƟ ons or in schools which operate learn to swim 
schools which the public can access.

The provision of netball courts is very low in the Eastern City 
District compared to the average for Greater Sydney, however 
the provision in Waverley LGA is relaƟ vely higher than the 
District average.

There is a need for more tennis courts in Waverley LGA, where 
the benchmark for provision is lower than compared to the 
average for the Eastern City District. Tennis courts are oŌ en 
located on schools grounds and on private land and can be 
spaces that sporƟ ng clubs or individuals can hire. 

The provision of sports fi elds is slightly higher than the average 

Greater Sydney Eastern City District Waverley LGA

Facility Provision, 
persons per 
facility (2016)

Number of 
faciliƟ es

Provision, 
persons per 
facility (2016)

Number of 
faciliƟ es

Provision, 
persons per 
facility (2018)

Sports fi elds  2,553  265  3,823  22*  3,369

Tennis courts  4,335  230  4,405  6** 12,353***

Netball courts  5,412  107  46,055  6 12,353***

Pools  62,424  15  67,547  2 ****  37,057 

* includes 16 fi elds at Queens Park

** includes courts at Waverley Park and Bondi Bowling Club

*** addiƟ onal faciliƟ es are on school grounds of public and private schools

**** includes Bondi Icebergs and Bronte Baths which are suitable for club and lap swimming. This fi gure does not 
including several privately owned swimming pools which are publically accessible. These pools are not included as 
data from Greater Sydney and Eastern City District does not include these type of faciliƟ es.

Table 3.2 Provision of sporƟ ng faciliƟ es benchmarks for Greater Sydney, Eastern City District and Waverley LGA

Source: Greater Sydney and Eastern City District informaƟ on provided by NSW Offi  ce of Sport, Waverley LGA provision calculated 
based on NSW Offi  ce of Sport methodology to allow comparison

for the Eastern City District when including sports fi elds at 
Queens Park. It is important to note however that not all 
sports fi elds in Waverley are the same size or have the same 
capacity to support compeƟ Ɵ ons as well as training and casual 
play acƟ viƟ es (refer to Table 3.2). Provision of new sports fi elds 
will be diffi  cult to provide due to limitaƟ ons on availability 
of space, however we can invesƟ gate ways to increase the 
capacity of our exisƟ ng fi elds.

Waverley LGA is located close to a range of large regional-
scale faciliƟ es such as Moore Park and Centennial Park which 
provide residents with access to more faciliƟ es outside the 
LGA.

Dog off  leash areas
By comparison with neighbouring Councils, Waverley has a 
shorƞ all of dog off -leash areas. Regardless of provision of area, 
many Councils share similar issues of confl ict between children 
and dogs (parƟ cularly in parks with a playground) and dogs 
digging and leaving droppings on sports grounds.

Waverley Council provides dog off  leash areas however there is 
a gap in provision in the Bondi Basin area. Currently Barracluff  
Park is being used to exercise dogs which is refl ecƟ ve of a need 
for off -leash areas in this neighbourhood.
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Fields Outdoor Courts Indoor Courts All faciliƟ es

Winter Summer Winter Summer Winter Summer

Average hours booked 
per week

140 72 57 39 75 75

UƟ lisaƟ on rates 77% 40% 33% 13% 82% 82%

Total uƟ lisaƟ on 59% 33% 82% 58%

Table 3.3 UƟ lisaƟ on rates of Waverley recreaƟ on faciliƟ es based on hours booked

Field / Court Surface (quality) LighƟ ng Toilets / Change rooms Storage

Waverley Park - Waverley Oval Grass (good) Yes Yes Yes

Waverley Park - Field 2 SyntheƟ c (excellent) Yes Yes (not adjacent to fi eld) No

Waverley Park - Field 3 Grass (worn, pot holes) Yes No (not adjacent to fi eld) No

Waverley Park, Lower level courts Concrete, synapave wear layer (good) Yes Yes Yes

Waverley Park, Upper level courts Concrete, plexipave wear layer (good) Yes Yes Yes

Margaret Whitlam RecreaƟ on 
Centre

Rubber sprung fl oor (good) Yes Yes Yes

Barracluff  Park Grass (fair) Yes No No

Dudley Page Reserve Grass (fair) No No No

Hugh Bamford Reserve Grass (fair) ParƟ al No No

Rodney Reserve Grass (good) No No No

Table 3.4 EvaluaƟ on of quality and faciliƟ es of Waverley recreaƟ on faciliƟ es

Quality and capacity of recreaƟ on 
spaces
The community and stakeholders have told us that 
maintenance of parks and reserves and faciliƟ es is generally 
good. 

Waverley is fortunate in having three spectacular beaches, a 
coast line with signifi cant regional views as well as impressive 
parklands and gullies. In this regard the quality of passive 
recreaƟ on faciliƟ es is excellent. Our parks and beaches 
subsequently draw millions of visitors annually which places 
huge pressure in regard to upkeep with wear and tear of these 
assets and some confl ict between various uses in our parks 
which is exacerbated by high demand and parƟ cipaƟ on rates.

Table 3.3 outlines our evaluaƟ on of the quality of our exisƟ ng 
acƟ ve recreaƟ on spaces, provision of ameniƟ es and whether 
there is opportunity to improve on the quality or capacity of 
these faciliƟ es.

Our assessment of bookings of recreaƟ on faciliƟ es over the 
Winter and Summer seasons for the past three years shows 
that the uƟ lisaƟ on rate of spaces varies signifi cantly.

Bookings for sports fi elds and courts diff er between the Winter 
and Summer seasons, with higher demand in Winter.

Quality, mulƟ -use spaces with ameniƟ es are in high demand. 
Waverley Oval, Waverley Field 2, and the indoor and outdoor 
courts at Waverley Park are the most used. In Winter, when 

bookings are highest, Waverley Oval, Waverley Field 2 and 
indoor court are uƟ lised at between 100% and 109%, meaning 
they are totally  booked out for the maximum hours available.

The capacity of sports fi elds in other councils range between 
25 to 30 hours per week for turf and up to 70 hours per week 
for syntheƟ c surfaces. The capacity of Waverley’s fi elds is 
consistent with this, however lower for our training fi elds. The 
capacity of these fi elds are lower due to the lack of lighƟ ng 
with restricts extended hours of use.

Our training fi elds, typically used for training or schools sports, 
have the potenƟ al to support more bookings. To achieve this 
however, upgrades to ameniƟ es and the size of fi elds may be 
required. AƩ racƟ ng more bookings to fi elds outside Waverley 
Park will off er sports groups and schools greater choice and 
spaces to hold games as well as training, and place less strain 
on faciliƟ es in Waverley Park.

Provision of toilets at Barracluff  Park, Dudley Page Reserve, 
Hugh Bamford Reserve, and Rodney Reserve will improve 
the quality of these faciliƟ es and allow more groups to use 
them. Barracluff  Park is the only facility that can potenƟ ally be 
expanded to provide a larger fi eld.

Our public ocean pools at North Bondi and Bronte are great 
places to visit, however are limited in their size and cannot 
be heated. People can access indoor heated pools at private 
faciliƟ es for fees or memberships at Waverley College AquaƟ c 
Centre and gyms and fi tness centres in Bondi.
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Needs assessment acƟ ons
We will invesƟ gate the following needs for open and recreaƟ on spaces over the next 10 years:

• Increase capacity of our sports fi elds through improvement of playing surfaces, installaƟ on of lighƟ ng to allow more hours 
of play, and provision of ameniƟ es in consultaƟ on with the community.

• There is opportunity to aƩ ract more bookings at fi elds outside of Waverley Park. For example, Dudley Page and Rodney 
Reserve are currently underuƟ lised, which may be due to the lack of lighƟ ng. Improving the quality of spaces and 
ameniƟ es at exisƟ ng fi elds may increase the uƟ lisaƟ on of exisƟ ng spaces and provide more opƟ ons for sporƟ ng groups and 
clubs, school groups, as well as for casual play in the LGA.

• Provide addiƟ onal casual play faciliƟ es, such as basketball and netball hoops where possible

• Improve access to indoor swimming faciliƟ es by insuring informaƟ on is readily available to the community.

• Improve the quality of walking environments along walking routes (to access open and recreaƟ on space and along the Cliff  
Top and Coastal Walks)

• Secure sites currently used and managed by clubs to ensure land will conƟ nue to be used for public recreaƟ on purposes

• InvesƟ gate addiƟ onal recreaƟ on opportuniƟ es that can be off ered by co-locaƟ ng and integraƟ ng with exisƟ ng community 
halls.

• As Waverley’s populaƟ on is set to be steady over the next 10 years, the goal will be to maintain, and grow where possible 
provision of open space and recreaƟ on spaces in order to maintain current levels of provision. We can also invesƟ gate 
ways to improve the quality of spaces so that they are aƩ racƟ ve places to visit and support the range of acƟ viƟ es Waverley 
residents and visitors parƟ cipate in.

• Provide both indoor and outdoor recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es for older children and adolescents. 

SecƟ on 4: AcƟ on and ImplementaƟ on Plan outlines acƟ ons to achieve this. 
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Figure 3.4 Capacity of Waverley recreaƟ on faciliƟ es based on hours booked, Winter season

Source: Data collected by the Waverley Community Venues Team
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Context of Change
The rapidity of changes in society and the ciƟ es we live in 
means people’s moƟ vaƟ ons are changing, due to living 
arrangements, changes in lifestyles, and moƟ vaƟ on for 
parƟ cipaƟ on in sport. Changes in sport parƟ cipaƟ on rates and 
trends in recreaƟ onal acƟ vity will infl uence the needs and 
demand on open space in the future.

Trends that will shape open space and recreaƟ on needs in 
Waverley LGA in the future:

• smaller living spaces mean there will be an increasing 
need for more outdoor spaces to walk, socialise, play 
(children and adults), and for dogs to exercise

• smaller living spaces and busy lifestyles, not necessarily 
following the tradiƟ onal nine-to-fi ve work day, means 
casual sporƟ ng arrangements and ‘turn up and play’ 
faciliƟ es are increasingly important

• personal moƟ vaƟ ons for parƟ cipaƟ on in sports and 
recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es are increasingly about general 
health and well-being rather than about playing a sport. 
ParƟ cipaƟ on in organised team sports, with the excepƟ on 
of soccer, are constant or declining. This means increasing 
parƟ cipaƟ on in non-organised sport and acƟ vity and the 
need for fl exible spaces that can be used by individuals for 
various acƟ viƟ es  

• an increasing fi tness industry will also see the rise of small 
businesses playing a role in providing fi tness, sports and 
lifestyle off erings. Market forces may also see a shiŌ  of 
community-based organisaƟ ons to corporate structures 
and see a change in the range of acƟ viƟ es that are off ered. 
This means the need for fl exible spaces and provision 
of venues where these acƟ viƟ es can take place and a 
shiŌ  away from demand for spaces based on seasonal 
compeƟ Ɵ ons

• Sydney’s growing populaƟ on will aƩ ract greater numbers 
of people to visit Waverley’s beaches and unique coastal 
landscape, leading to increased visitors throughout 
the year. Beaches will need to be shared by a growing 
populaƟ on across Greater Sydney as well as increasing 
internaƟ onal visitors.

Case study: Megatrends for the future of Australian Sport 
that will infl uence people’s parƟ cipaƟ on in sports and 
recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es and use of recreaƟ on space

The CSIRO Futures with the Australian Government have 
determined six mega trends that will infl uence people’s 
acƟ viƟ es and parƟ cipaƟ on in sport in Australia1.

A perfect fi t: personalised sport for health and fi tness

As we become increasingly Ɵ me poor, sport is being tailored 
to meet personal needs. This is largely being infl uenced by the 
increased use of online tools and applicaƟ ons to individualise 
sport. Health, rather than compeƟ Ɵ on, is becoming a major 
driver for parƟ cipaƟ on in sport.

From extreme to mainstream: the rise of lifestyle sports

Lifestyle, adventure and alternaƟ ve sports are becoming 
popular with Australians parƟ cularly young Australians, with 
parƟ cipaƟ on being driven by widespread exposure through 
digital media.

More than sport: the aƩ ainment of health, community and 
overseas aid objecƟ ves via sport

There is an increased focus on the broader benefi ts derived 
from parƟ cipaƟ on in sport, including physical and mental 
benefi ts, crime prevenƟ on and social inclusion.

Everybody’s game: demographic, generaƟ onal and cultural 
change

The types of sports Australians are likely to play will shiŌ  as 
demographics, including cultural landscapes, change. There 
are indicators Australians are embracing sport in older age 
resulƟ ng in the need for sport to cater for senior ciƟ zens to 
parƟ cipate in sport.

New wealth, new talent: economic growth and sports 
development in Asia

PopulaƟ on growth in developing countries, specifi cally Asia, 
increases athlete compeƟ Ɵ on within the sport landscape. This 
may result in emerging new sporƟ ng markets for television, 
social media, sports equipment, services and events.

Tracksuits to business suits: market pressure and new 
business models

Market forces are likely to put pressure on sport in the future 
drawing athletes away from sports which have lower salary 
bases. In addiƟ on, the administraƟ on of sport may transiƟ on 
from community based organisaƟ ons to corporate structures 
as they face increased accountability.

1 Hajkowicz, Stefan; Cook, Hannah; Wilhelmseder, Lisa; Boughen, Naomi. The 
Future of Australian Sport: Megatrends shaping the sports sector over coming 
decades. Belconnen, ACT: CSIRO; 2013.
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Stakeholder inputs
We held community and stakeholder engagement to input into 
the OSRS in early 2019. The focus of engagement acƟ viƟ es was 
to understand three main quesƟ ons in relaƟ on to the provision 
of spaces and their maintenance:

• How do people currently use open space and recreaƟ on 
faciliƟ es?

• What would people like to see change in the provision and 
management of current spaces?

• What kind of spaces and faciliƟ es are not currently 
available in Waverley LGA?

AcƟ viƟ es included a mix of face-to-face (intercept surveys, 
‘Have Your Say’ day, presentaƟ ons and workshops) and indirect 
(access to an online survey, leƩ ers, fl yers) methods that 
allowed a diverse range of groups to parƟ cipate in diff erent 
ways and at diff erent Ɵ mes of the day and week.

Waverley Council departments and Councillors

SporƟ ng clubs and community groups

Local schools

Precinct commiƩ ees

Waverley residents, workers and visitors

Community and stakeholder groups engaged

Engagement outcomes

These key issues were raised by the community and stakeholders during the engagement period: 

Maintenance

• Maintain parks and open space at a high standard

• More maintenance aƩ enƟ on is needed for areas with high visitaƟ on

• Focus on replacing aging playground equipment

AmeniƟ es

• Add faciliƟ es such as more water fountains, toilets and shade in parks for the comfort of visitors to parks and reserves

Access

• InvesƟ gate opportuniƟ es to provide more car parking around sports fi elds, ovals and courts

• Improve pathways around parks and reserves and access points

• Maintain free or low cost access to open space, beaches and Waverley Council recreaƟ on faciliƟ es

OpportuniƟ es

• InvesƟ gate opportuniƟ es to provide more sports fi elds 

• InvesƟ gate opportuniƟ es to provide more faciliƟ es for casual play such as basketball hoops, tennis courts

• InvesƟ gate opportuniƟ es to provide improved access to exisƟ ng indoor swimming pools in Waverley

Engagement

• Maintain good customer service for sporƟ ng clubs and community groups and conƟ nue engaging these groups in 
development of the OSRS

• ConƟ nue engagement with the community on the development of the OSRS
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This secƟ on provides a series of direcƟ ons and acƟ ons to guide 
Waverley Council’s planning and management of open and 
recreaƟ on space over the next 10 years. 

Our vision for open space and 
recreaƟ on
Our vision has been developed based on community feedback 
on what is most important about our open space in Waverley. 
Our vision recognises the mulƟ ple benefi ts of open space in 
supporƟ ng community health and wellbeing, environmental 
health and biodiversity, and the signifi cance of some of our 
parks as desƟ naƟ ons for visitors, contribuƟ ng to our local and 
State economy.

Our vision

“Waverley’s parks and reserves are 
available to everyone supporƟ ng 
healthy and acƟ ve lifestyles. 
Our parks provide a green sanctuary 
protecƟ ng and supporƟ ng 
biodiversity and an opportunity to 
implement the ongoing Aboriginal 
and tradiƟ onal custodianship of land 
which forms our local government 
area. 
Park design responds to the 
community’s recreaƟ on and social 
aspiraƟ ons while telling the story of 
the place, of today’s generaƟ on and 
those before ours. 
Spaces are welcoming, safe and well 
cared for. A sustainable approach 
to management allows future 
generaƟ ons to enjoy these spaces.”

Timing for delivery of acƟ ons

Short term Next 0-5 years (2020 to 2025)

Medium term Next 6-10 (2026 to 2030)

Ongoing To be iniƟ ated by 2030, however delivery 
of the acƟ on may take longer than 10 
years and require ongoing work

IniƟ ate The acƟ on is to be iniƟ ated within the 
indicated Ɵ me frame

Deliver The acƟ on is to be delivered and fi nished 
within the indicated Ɵ me frame

AcƟ on Plan
Our desired outcomes

The AcƟ on and ImplementaƟ on Plan idenƟ fi es outcomes, 
direcƟ ons and acƟ ons under the six Strategy themes, explored 
in SecƟ on 2:

• playing and relaxing 

• design and seƫ  ng

• geƫ  ng to and around the parks

• enhancing the environment

• community, culture and heritage

• management and maintenance.

Our prioriƟ es for implementaƟ on

AcƟ ons under each theme will guide Council’s planning and 
management of open space and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es over 
the next 10 years. This is summarised in the following tables. 
AcƟ ons are allocated a Ɵ me frame for delivery and whether 
or not the acƟ on will be iniƟ ated or delivered within the Ɵ me 
frame.

ExisƟ ng Council Policies, Plans and Studies relaƟ ng to the six 
themes will conƟ nue to apply and operate in conjuncƟ on 
with this OSRS. AcƟ ons which relate to exisƟ ng Council policy 
posiƟ ons have been noted in the footnotes of the AcƟ on Plan.
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No. AcƟ on Timing

DirecƟ on A1: Provide diverse spaces for diff erent users and acƟ viƟ es

A1.1 Engage schools, sports clubs and community groups to work together to program acƟ viƟ es to 
increase use of Waverley’s recreaƟ on faciliƟ es at off -peak Ɵ mes to maximise the hours of usage.

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

A1.2 InvesƟ gate the introducƟ on of booking-free days for Waverley sports fi elds where sporƟ ng 
clubs, commercial operators or community groups cannot book faciliƟ es during certain Ɵ mes of 
the week to enable the public to use faciliƟ es on a casual, turn up and play basis.

Short term 
(deliver)

A1.3 Increase provision and capacity of dog off -leash areas. Consult on the introducƟ on of Ɵ med 
access for dog off -leash acƟ viƟ es at Barracluff  Park/Beach Road Reserve to improve access to 
dog off -leash areas in North Bondi and Bondi Beach. IdenƟ fy measures to enforce compliance 
with Ɵ med access. If trial proves to be successful implement dog off -leash area. InvesƟ gate 
means of improving turf and support faciliƟ es such as signage, bubblers and bins at dog off -
leash parks.

Short term 
(deliver)

A1.4 Implement a strategy to increase the profi le of South Head Cemetery as part of the Waverley 
parks and reserves network and recreaƟ on walking network. 

Short term 
(deliver)

A1.5 Undertake a needs and demands assessment for recreaƟ onal swimming in the LGA, to 
address the availability of swimming classes, lap swimming and club swimming parƟ cipaƟ on 
opportuniƟ es. Community knowledge and aff ordability of available faciliƟ es.

Short term 
(deliver)

Playing and relaxing

Outcomes
Open spaces across Waverley will provide diverse and fl exible spaces that can be used for a range of acƟ ve and passive 
recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es to meet the community’s needs. 

DirecƟ ons

A1. Provide diverse spaces for diff erent users and acƟ viƟ es

A2. Increase the capacity of exisƟ ng acƟ ve recreaƟ on spaces through embellishment and upgrade works

A3. Leverage opportuniƟ es to provide new and extended spaces in key strategic locaƟ ons
A4. ConƟ nue to improve walking routes along the coastline by idenƟ fying pinch points and areas for improvement in walker 
comfort and way fi nding.

A5. Seek funding and partnership arrangements to provide public access to new open spaces and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es

A6. Secure exisƟ ng open spaces for future generaƟ ons

Relevant Council policies, plans and studies:
• Plans of Management for all parks and reserves

• Waverley Council Planning Agreement Policy (2014)

• Waverley Development ContribuƟ on Plan (2006)

• Waverley Council Play Space Strategy 2014-2029
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No. AcƟ on Timing

A1.6 Seek opportuniƟ es to provide addiƟ onal turn-up and play faciliƟ es such as basketball and 
netball hoops, tennis rebound walls, and outdoor acƟ vity staƟ ons.

Priority locaƟ ons for invesƟ gaƟ on are:

• in and around Bondi JuncƟ on, well connected by pedestrian and cycle paths and public 
transport

• in Waverley Park adjoining the upper level courts

• in the northern part of the LGA in North Bondi, Dover Heights, Rose Bay and Vaucluse to 
increase residents’ access to these faciliƟ es.

Medium term 
(deliver)

A1.7 Seek opportuniƟ es to provide addiƟ onal indoor mulƟ -use courts that can be used for casual 
play and also support match play, such as basketball. New faciliƟ es can be integrated as part of 
new development, parƟ cularly in and around Bondi JuncƟ on.

Medium term 
(deliver)

A1.8 Implement the Inclusive Play Space Study to provide inclusive play spaces for all ages and 
abiliƟ es.1

Short term 
(deliver)

A1.9 Implement the Street Play Policy to further provide opportuniƟ es for play. Consider play in 
planƟ ng design in designated Street Play streets.

Short term 
(deliver)

A1.10 ConƟ nue to provide improved beach access, in line with the principles for universal access at 
Bondi Beach.2

Short term 
(deliver)

DirecƟ on A2: Increase the capacity of exisƟ ng spaces through embellishment and upgrade works

A2.1 Complete an audit of all Waverley sports fi elds and invesƟ gate opportuniƟ es to change play 
surfaces that would support greater uƟ lisaƟ on of faciliƟ es.

Short term 
(deliver)

A2.2 InvesƟ gate opportuniƟ es to extend the size of the fi eld at Barracluff  Park to increase the 
capacity of the fi eld for match play and training acƟ viƟ es, whilst supporƟ ng a broader mix of 
acƟ viƟ es such as casual play and dog off -leash (Ɵ med access), and providing ameniƟ es such as 
toilets, to support an increase of users.

InvesƟ gate with Bondi Bowling Club the opportunity to acquire the site to extend Barracluff  
Park.

Short term 
(deliver)

A2.3 InvesƟ gate opportuniƟ es to increase the capacity of Rodney Reserve and provide sports clubs 
and groups more opƟ ons for training and match play, including:

• locaƟ ng new outdoor courts at the northern end of the reserve

• providing support ameniƟ es such as water fountains

Short term 
(deliver)

A2.4 Increase lighƟ ng of the sports fi eld and provide ameniƟ es such as toilets and change faciliƟ es at 
Hugh Bamford Reserve, to enable more groups access and increase the hours of play available 
for the fi eld.3

Medium term 
(deliver)

1. Architects of Arcadia, Inclusive Play Study

2. Waverley Council, Bondi Park, Beach and Pavilion Plan of Management 2014-2024, p92

3. Waverley Council, DraŌ  Williams park and Hugh Bamford Reserve Plan of Management, p66
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Figure 4.1 Playing and relaxing key acƟ ons

KEY

LocaƟ on of possible leasing / agreement or property acquisiƟ ons
1. Bondi Bowling Club, North Bondi
2. Bondi Scout Hall, North Bondi 
3. Under Syd Einfeld Dr, Bondi JuncƟ on 
4. Clementson Park, Bondi JuncƟ on  
5. Bronte Bowling Club, Waverley
6. 15 Adelaide Street, Bondi JuncƟ on
Possible Toilet Block LocaƟ ons 
7. Barracluff  Park, North Bondi  
8. Hugh Bamford Reserve, North Bondi  
9. Diamond Bay, Vaucluse
Possible Sports Ground Upgrade/ Arrangement 
10. Barracluff  Park Reserve, North Bondi  
11. Dudley Page, Dover Heights
12. Varna Park, Waverley
Possible Pool Arrangement
13. Waverley College, Waverley
Possible Sports court LocaƟ on
14. Waverley Park
15. Rodney Reserve

Suburb boundary

ConƟ nuous Walking Route
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No. AcƟ on Timing

A2.5 InvesƟ gate increasing the capacity of Varna Park to support an area for junior sports and 
training. Improvements to include possible stormwater harvesƟ ng and irrigaƟ on system to 
improve turf and establishing bookings for the space.

Medium term 
(deliver)

DirecƟ on A3: Leverage opportuniƟ es to provide new and extended spaces in key strategic locaƟ ons

A3.1 Seek opportuniƟ es to provide an ‘urban park’ in Bondi JuncƟ on as part of new development. 
Urban parks can include community indoor recreaƟ on space, rooŌ op courts for basketball or 
tennis or indoor public pools. 

OpportuniƟ es can be invesƟ gated with potenƟ al redevelopments at the following sites:

• 15 Adelaide Street

• Under the viaduct along Syd Enfi eld Drive

Medium term 
(deliver)

A3.2 InvesƟ gate opƟ ons to secure 143 Bronte Road, Queens Park as a publicly accessible recreaƟ on 
and play space during weekends and out of school hours. OpƟ on may include establishing a 
shred use arrangement with the Department of EducaƟ on.

Short term 
(deliver)

A3.2 Seek opportuniƟ es to acquire land in strategic locaƟ ons to create community hubs with co-
located community services, Council indoor and outdoor recreaƟ on faciliƟ es, parks and play 
spaces. InvesƟ gate the impacts of developing a series of community hubs at:

• Maintain the land idenƟ fi ed for acquisiƟ on in Councils Local Environmental Plan 2012.1

• Wairoa Avenue, North Bondi - with acquisiƟ on/agreement of North Bondi Scout Hall, 
Wairoa Avenue to create a community hub with childcare, play space, recreaƟ on faciliƟ es, 
and WAYS centre. 

• Clementson Park, Bondi JuncƟ on - with acquisiƟ on of Clementson Park to maintain as a 
Park and community hub with childcare, play space, early childhood centre, community 
garden. 

• Varna Park - with agreement with Bronte Bowling Club to expand Varna Park to provide a 
community hub with a broader range of community faciliƟ es.

Ongoing

A3.3 InvesƟ gate opƟ ons available in the planning framework to secure current RE1 and RE2 zoned 
land for recreaƟ on purposes into the future.

Short term 
(deliver)

DirecƟ on A4: ConƟ nue to improve walking routes along the coastline by idenƟ fying pinch points and areas for improvement 
in walker comfort and way fi nding

A4.1 Complete an ameniƟ es study to idenƟ fy gaps and recommended locaƟ ons for providing public 
toilet faciliƟ es and water fountains along the Cliff  Top Walk. 

Short term 
(deliver)

A4.2 Complete an audit of the Cliff  Top and Coastal Walk to address breaks to footpath conƟ nuity, 
gaps in signage, and allow conƟ nuous connecƟ on between both walks to improve visitor 
experience and manage the increasing number of visitors to the walks each year. Priority areas 
to audit include:

• From Bondi Park on approach to Williams Park as an alternaƟ ve to Military Road

• ConnecƟ ng Williams Park to Hugh Bamford Reserve

• ConnecƟ ng from Military Road through Hugh Bamford onto Wentworth Street

Medium term 
(deliver)

1. Waverley Council, Waverley Local Environmental Plan 2012, Land AcquisiƟ on Map, online; hƩ ps://www.legislaƟ on.nsw.gov.au/#/view/EPI/2012/540/maps#LRA

2. Waverley Council, DraŌ  Williams park and Hugh Bamford Reserve Plan of Management, p73
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No. AcƟ on Timing

DirecƟ on A5: Seek funding and partnership arrangements to provide public access to new open spaces and recreaƟ on 
faciliƟ es

A5.1 InvesƟ gate establishing shared-use arrangements of recreaƟ on faciliƟ es with schools. Short term 
(deliver)

A5.2 InvesƟ gate a regional and joint venture approach to provide indoor sports and swimming 
faciliƟ es with neighbouring councils and interested clubs so Waverley Council residents can 
access faciliƟ es for a low fee on a casual basis.

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

A5.3 Pursue external sources of funding, such as grants and funding from other levels of Government 
and the business community to improve recreaƟ on faciliƟ es and Council-run programs.

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

A5.4 ConƟ nue close working relaƟ onships with State Government, Eastern City District LGA 
Councils, and the Centennial and Moore Park Trust to plan for and manage open space. Pursue 
opportuniƟ es to share resources and deliver cross-regional faciliƟ es.

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)
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Design and seƫ  ng

Outcomes
Open spaces in Waverley are well-designed, comfortable places that contribute to the natural landscape, local character of 
places, and support community health and wellness. People will be aƩ racted to visit Waverley’s open spaces.

DirecƟ ons
B1. Ensure design responds to the unique character of a place and responds to the community’s needs

B2. Design environments for user comfort for all Ɵ mes of the day

B3. Design spaces which encourage physical acƟ vity

Relevant Council policies, plans and studies:
• Waverley Public Domain Technical Manual

• Plans of Management for all parks and reserves

No. AcƟ on Timing

DirecƟ on B1: Ensure design responds to the unique character of a place and responds to community’s needs

B1.1 Review and update the Waverley Public Domain Technical Manual to incorporate fi ndings from 
this OSRS relaƟ ng to design and managing heritage values in spaces. Figure 4.2 shows the 
diff erent types of spaces across Waverley.

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

B1.2 Complete a visual analysis study of regional views to:

• integrate view points and view corridors with park design

• inform development controls required to protect regional views.

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

B1.3 • Ensure landscape design responds to the surrounding natural environment, views and 
vistas.

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

DirecƟ on B2: Design environments for user comfort for all Ɵ mes of the day

B2.1 Provide ancillary faciliƟ es (shade, seaƟ ng, toilets, and water fountains) at all regional, district 
and neighborhood parks. PrioriƟ se providing ameniƟ es at parks and reserves with sports fi elds 
where sporƟ ng clubs and school groups play at:

• Waverley Park1

• Barracluff  Park

• Rodney Reserve

• Hugh Bamford Reserve.2

Medium term 
(deliver)

B2.2 PrioriƟ se tree planƟ ng and landscaping along popular walking routes and streets to create 
comfortable and aƩ racƟ ve environments for recreaƟ onal walkers, which are shaded in winter 
and cool in summer (refer to AcƟ on D2.3 and  4.4).

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

DirecƟ on B3: Design spaces which encourage physical acƟ vity

B3.1 Integrate built elements as part of public domain and park upgrade designs that encourage 
physical acƟ vity and play for all age groups.3

Ongoing

1. Waverley Council, Waverley Park and Pavilion Plan of Management 2012-2022, p44

2. Waverley Council, DraŌ  Williams Park and Hugh Bamford Reserve Plan of Management, p62-92

3. Waverley Council, Play Space Strategy 2014-2029, p 43
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Figure 4.2 Design and Seƫ  ng
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Geƫ  ng to and around the parks

Outcomes
Parks and reserves and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es form a network of open space that are well-connected, with a focus on pedestrian 
and cycling connecƟ ons. Open spaces will be accessible to everyone.

DirecƟ ons
C1. Provide for easy navigaƟ on and access throughout the open space network and within parks

C2. Manage car parking and transport impacts parƟ cularly at busy Ɵ mes and during events at Waverley parks and reserves

C3. Provide a safe and comfortable environment along the pedestrian and cycling network to access Waverley parks and reserves 

C4. Ensure all parks are designed and upgraded in line with universal design principles.

Relevant Council policies, plans and studies:
• Waverley Public Domain Technical Manual

• Waverley’s Disability Inclusion AcƟ on Plan 2017 - 2021

No. AcƟ on Timing

DirecƟ on C1: Provide for easy navigaƟ on and access throughout the open space network and within parks

C1.1 Ensure entrances are clearly marked at popular open spaces (such as Bondi Beach and Park), 
through signage and way fi nding for pedestrians and cyclists, public transport users, and 
drivers.1

Medium term 
(iniƟ ate)

C1.2 Update the Waverley Public Domain Technical Manual to include design guidance on way-
fi nding signage for parks and reserves. Guidelines to include the preferred type and locaƟ on of 
signs and to ensure control over the proliferaƟ on of signs in parks.

Medium term 
(iniƟ ate)

DirecƟ on C2: Manage car parking and transport impacts parƟ cularly at busy Ɵ mes and during events at Waverley parks and 
reserves

C2.1 Undertake a study of off -street car parking for Beach and Sports focused parks and reserves 
to idenƟ fy paƩ erns of trips by car, understand shiŌ ing mode share to more acƟ ve forms of 
transport and inform car parking and traffi  c management strategies to improve safety at Ɵ mes 
of high visitaƟ on.

Short term 
(deliver)

DirecƟ on C3: Provide a safe and comfortable environment along the pedestrian and cycling network to access Waverley 
parks and reserves

C3.1 Audit the quality, safety and conƟ nuity of footpaths in and around parks and reserves and along 
the coast and cliff  walk. Improve street entry into parks and reserves and along the coast and 
cliff  walk to consider universal access and address hazards or blockages to pedestrian access 
where needed. PrioriƟ se the coast and cliff  walk, regional parks, then district parks, which 
experience higher visitaƟ on (refer to fi gure 4.3).2

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

C3.2 Develop a way-fi nding strategy to ensure routes are adequately signed and easy to navigate for:

• Bondi Beach 

• Cliff  and Coastal Walks, including feeder routes to and connecƟ ons between the two walks

• Bondi JuncƟ on.

• Bronte Park and Gully

• Tamarama Park and Gully

• Bondi to Manly Walk as agreed with organisers.

Medium term 
(deliver)

DirecƟ on C4: Ensure all parks are designed and upgraded in line with universal design principles

C4.1 Provide accessible car parking at all larger parks. Integrate with study idenƟ fi ed in C2.1. Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

C4.2 Ensure universal access to park faciliƟ es (where natural topography and local condiƟ ons 
allows) such as playgrounds, toilet ameniƟ es and lookouts as well as providing access to park 
experiences such as traversing through parks and playing sport.2

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

1. Waverley Council, Bondi Park, Beach and Pavilion Plan of Management 2014-2024, p61

2. Waverley Council, Disability Inclusion AcƟ on Plan 2017-2021, p12
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Figure 4.3 Extent of footpath audit around regional and district parks (AcƟ on C3.1) 
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Enhancing the environment

Outcomes
Open spaces in Waverley has signifi cant environmental values and form an important part of the ecology in Waverley, which 
needs to be respected in the design of parks and reserves.

DirecƟ ons
D1. Embed environmentally sustainable pracƟ ces in the management and maintenance of spaces

D2. Enhance and conserve the natural environment

D3. Plan for resilience to manage and adapt to climate change impacts

Relevant Council policies, plans and studies:
• Environmental AcƟ on Plan 3

• Water Management Technical Manual

• Plans of Management for all parks and reserves

• Waverley Council Innovate ReconciliaƟ on AcƟ on Plan 2019-2021

No. AcƟ on Timing

DirecƟ on D1: Embed environmentally sustainable pracƟ ces in the management and maintenance of spaces

D1.1 ConƟ nue to engage the La Perouse Local Aboriginal Land Council in the management and 
maintenance of spaces and seek opportuniƟ es to integrate tradiƟ onal land management 
pracƟ ces to build environmental as well as social and cultural resilience.

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

D1.2 Complete an overarching waste management strategy for Waverley parks and reserves to guide 
Council’s approach to collecƟ on, management, and disposal of general waste, recycling and 
green waste in parks.

Short term 
(deliver)

D1.3 ConƟ nue to improve on water management in open spaces including water capture, recycling 
and re-use and increasing permeable surfaces.

Short term 
(deliver)

DirecƟ on D2: Enhance and conserve the natural environment

D2.1 ConƟ nue to manage acƟ viƟ es adjoining remnant bushland sites to avoid disrupƟ on and erosion 
of vegetaƟ on areas. Relevant parks include: Diamond Bay Reserve, Hugh Bamford Reserve, 
Tamarama Park, and Waverley Cemetery.

Ongoing

D2.2 Increase tree planƟ ng in parks and reserves and use diverse planƟ ng where appropriate to 
achieve Waverley’s canopy targets. Providing density of tree planƟ ng and conƟ nuity between 
parks can help create corridors of vegetaƟ on to support local fl ora and fauna habitats.

Focus on Possible Street Greening and Park Biodiversity Focus Areas (refer to  4.4).

Ongoing

D2.3 Encourage planƟ ng of naƟ ve species in open spaces and verges to improve habitats and 
provide a food source for naƟ ve fauna in our urban environment, parƟ cularly along Possible 
Street Greening and Park Biodiversity Focus Areas (refer to  4.4).

Ongoing

D2.4 Encourage planƟ ng of naƟ ve species along the coast line to support the coastal biodiversity 
corridor (refer to  4.4).

Ongoing

DirecƟ on D3: Plan for resilience to manage and adapt to climate change impacts

D3.1 Focus planƟ ng of street trees along key pedestrian and cycling routes that align with ecological 
corridors connecƟ ng parks and reserves.

Ongoing

D3.2 Provide addiƟ onal shade trees in parks around water fountains and rest spots such as near 
seaƟ ng to minimise exposure to heat.

Medium term 
(deliver)

1. Total Earth Care, Biodiversity AcƟ on Plan 2014-2020. 
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Figure 4.4 Network for street /verge planƟ ng (AcƟ on D2.3) 
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Community, culture and heritage

Outcomes
Parks and reserves provide spaces for the community. These spaces allow for a range of community acƟ viƟ es and the community 
also need to be involved in the management of these spaces.

DirecƟ ons
E1. Engage the community in the care and management of open space and faciliƟ es

E2. Support community events and social acƟ viƟ es in parks and reserves

E3. Protect and manage the heritage values of items and landscape areas

E4. Educate the community about the value of the unique environment of spaces

E5. Ensure design of parks tells the story of the place and local culture

Relevant Council policies, plans and studies:
• Plans of Management for all parks and reserves

• Waverley Public Domain Technical Manual

• ConsultaƟ on Policy

• ConservaƟ on Management Plans

• Waverley Council Innovate ReconciliaƟ on AcƟ on Plan 2019-2021

No. AcƟ on Timing

DirecƟ on E1: Engage the community in the care and management of open space and faciliƟ es

E1.1 Develop a place story strategy that educates a visitor on the environmental, heritage and 
archaeological, and social signifi cance of Waverley’s parks and reserves. PrioriƟ se places with 
high visitaƟ on such as Regional and District Parks.

Medium term 
(deliver)

E1.2 Implement an engagement framework that refl ects full life-cycle of community engagement for 
the design, care and management of spaces, from design to post-implementaƟ on. Council to 
establish:

• iniƟ al consultaƟ on with the community and stakeholders prior to the development of 
designs

• post-implementaƟ on surveys to capture the community’s assessment and evaluaƟ on of the 
success of projects

• annual community survey on open space and recreaƟ on to monitor people’s use and 
saƟ sfacƟ on of Waverley’s parks and reserves

• annual Sports Fields and Courts Regular Hirers Survey to monitor stakeholder saƟ sfacƟ on 
and feedback on the management of faciliƟ es

• a plan to involve tradiƟ onal owners in the conservaƟ on and management of open and 
recreaƟ on spaces, recognising and respecƟ ng Aboriginal cultures and heritage.

Ongoing

E1.3 Provide opportuniƟ es for ‘refl ecƟ ve spaces’ which are suitable for quiet contemplaƟ on, rest and 
respite. Conserve these spaces for this purpose.1

Ongoing

E1.4 Provide spaces which allow commemoraƟ on to members of the community who have passed 
away by providing ‘living legacy’ spaces (see  4.5). 1

Develop an implementaƟ on and management plan for ‘living legacy’ spaces, including 
arrangements for funding through public donaƟ ons for the upkeep in the form of addiƟ onal 
planƟ ng, furniture or the like and increased maintenance.

Medium term 
(deliver)

E1.5 IdenƟ fy ways in which Council can support and encourage the community to partake in 
footpath gardening.

Ongoing

1. Waverley Council, MeeƟ ng Minutes of the Waverley OperaƟ ons and Community Services CommiƩ e MeeƟ ng held on 9 October 2018, p3
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No. AcƟ on Timing

DirecƟ on E2: Support community events and social acƟ viƟ es in parks and reserves

E2.1 ConƟ nue to support events in Waverley’s parks and reserves that are focused on building 
community and generate posiƟ ve benefi ts for Waverley’s local economy. Also see A1.9. Events 
should align with Waverley’s Events Policy.1

Ongoing

DirecƟ on E3: Protect and manage the heritage values of items and landscape areas and educate the community on the 
unique environment and heritage value of Waverley’s spaces

E3.1 Adopt the following principles to guide management of open space in Waverley that have 
landscape heritage values and heritage items:

• Plan and manage the open spaces and parks of Waverley to conserve and protect 
signifi cant heritage values

• Manage individual contributory elements within the listed parks or reserves in accordance 
with their assessed level of signifi cance

• Consider the impact of works to heritage and their associated aƩ ributes as well as impacts 
on the signifi cance of the place as a whole

• Establish and maintain a regular maintenance program for idenƟ fi ed heritage structures 
and landscape components

• Acknowledge the contribuƟ on of signifi cant trees to the disƟ ncƟ ve, historic character of 
parks and try to replace species like for like if signifi cant trees become senescent and fail

• Seek opportuniƟ es to recover, enrich and celebrate the historic character and signifi cance 
of open space and parks within Waverley.

Short term 
(deliver)

E3.2 Amend and update the LEP Schedule 5 heritage items and heritage map to more accurately 
refl ect the items (including landscape conservaƟ on areas) and their boundaries. InvesƟ gate:

• inclusion of Calga Reserve as part of the South Bronte Headland ConservaƟ on Area

• the heritage signifi cance of Clemenston Park and review its heritage lisƟ ng

• Williams Park as a cultural landscape area, recognising the Aboriginal and historical 
archaeological signifi cance of the site

• inclusion of Francis Street as a heritage item (Francis Street Landscape ConservaƟ on Area) 
for its signifi cance in relaƟ on to the history and development of Waverley LGA.

Short term 
(deliver)

E3.3 Ensure Council’s parks operaƟ ons team is trained in best pracƟ ce heritage landscape 
management. Management of heritage items, landscape conservaƟ on areas and heritage 
signifi cant trees at Varna Park, Dickson Park, and Thomas Hogan Reserve, need to be managed 
in accordance with conservaƟ on processes and principles.

Medium term 
(deliver)

E3.4 Integrate landscape heritage conservaƟ on planning, management and acƟ ons for conservaƟ on 
as part of the process for preparing a Plan of Management for parks and reserves with heritage 
values. 

Medium term 
(deliver)

1. Waverley Council, Waverley Council Events Policy, p3
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No. AcƟ on Timing

E3.4 Prepare and implement a heritage interpretaƟ on strategy or plan for historic or heritage listed 
open space LGA wide. The following parks and reserves should be included in this strategy or 
plan:

• Bondi Beach and Park (including Ben Buckler / Ray O’Keefe Reserve, Marks Park) - planning 
for this place is a priority

• Hunter Park (refl ecƟ ng the context of the Bondi Beach Cultural Landscape Area)

• Bronte Beach (for the park, beach, ocean pool, Calga cuƫ  ng and Bronte House)

• Waverley Park

• Tamarama Beach Park and Gully 

• Varna Reserve 

• Thomas Hogan Reserve

• Dickson Park

• Gaerloch Reserve

• Macpherson Park

• Simpson Park

• Queens Park (in conjuncƟ on with Centennial Parklands Trust)

• Rodney Reserve (to provide beƩ er public access to and awareness for the CSIRO 
Astronomical Instrument Base)

• Diamond Bay Reserve (to provide beƩ er public access to and awareness for the Rock 
Engraving).

Medium term 
(deliver)

E3.5 Prepare a heritage and landscape management plan as part of the Plans of Management for the 
following places:

• Waverley Park

• Sandstone Coastal Escarpment Landscape ConservaƟ on Area. Area includes Clarke Reserve, 
Diamond Bay to Rodney Reserve.

Heritage and landscape management plans should guide works to improve heritage 
interpretaƟ on, management and maintenance of heritage items, items contribuƟ ng to heritage 
landscapes, and signifi cant heritage trees.

Medium term 
(deliver)

E4. Educate the community about the value of the unique environment of spaces

E4.1 Integrate environmental and Aboriginal cultural messaging on park signage.1 Educate the 
community on the signifi cance of remnant vegetaƟ on and importance of protecƟ ng vegetaƟ on 
from damage.

Medium term 
(iniƟ ate)

E5. Ensure park design refl ects the story of the place and local culture

E5.1 Prepare a master plan and associated management plan for Hunter Park which includes park 
improvements, management and informaƟ on on art pieces and references Council’s Art 
CollecƟ on - AcquisiƟ on and Decommissioning Guidelines for future works.

Medium term 
(deliver)

E5.2 InvesƟ gate opportuniƟ es for public art installaƟ ons, addiƟ onal to projects idenƟ fi ed in the 
Waverley Public Art Masterplan. Encourage integraƟ on of public art in the design of parks, play 
spaces and living memorials to tell the story of place, Indigenous culture and local perspecƟ ves. 
Seek to engage local arƟ sts for public art projects.

Medium term 
(deliver)

1. Waverley Council, Waverley Council Innovate ReconcilliaƟ on AcƟ on Plan 2019-2021, p33
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Figure 4.5 Community, Culture and Heritage Strategy
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Management and maintenance

Outcomes

Council provides spaces that are safe for people and maintained at a good standard that is saƟ sfactory to the community. 

DirecƟ ons
F1. Maintain spaces, faciliƟ es and ameniƟ es at a standard in line with the park hierarchy

F2. Provide clear and consistent messaging regarding compliance in parks

F3. Maintain environments that are safe for all users

F4. Ensure consistency in management across all parks and reserves

Relevant Council policies, plans and studies:
• Plans of Management for all parks and reserves

• Waverley Strategic Asset Management Plan

• Waverley OperaƟ onal Plan

• Waverley Play Spaces Strategy 2014-2029

No. AcƟ on Timing

DirecƟ on F1: Maintain spaces, faciliƟ es and ameniƟ es at a good standard

F1.1 Prepare and or maintain Plans of Management (PoM) for parks and reserves to guide 
maintenance and management acƟ viƟ es.

PrioriƟ se the preparaƟ on of PoMs for spaces that aren’t currently covered by a PoM, and 
require a PoM under the Crown Lands Act, and prioriƟ se the review and update of PoMs 
currently in place for high profi le places:

• Finalise the Hugh Bamford Reserve and Williams Park Plan of Management (short term)

• Update Tamarama Plan of Management (short term)

• Update Waverley Cemetery Plan of Management (short term)

• Update Waverley Park Plan of Management (short term)

• Update Bondi Park, Beach and Pavilion Plan of Management (short term)

• Update Bronte Beach and Park Plan of Management (short term)

• Prepare a Plan of Management for Parks (generic for all other parks) (short term)

• Prepare a Plan of Management for Coastal and Cliff  Top Parks. Including Rodney Reserve, 
Raleigh Reserve, Weonga Reserve, Diamond Bay Reserve, Clarke Reserve and Eastern 
Reserve. (short term)

• Prepare a Plan of Management for Barracluff  Park (medium term)

Short term 
(iniƟ ate)

F1.2 Adopt the maintenance and servicing framework (Appendix A) that outlines expectaƟ ons for 
service standards, maintenance acƟ viƟ es, and frequency of servicing of Waverley parks and 
reserves. Based on the framework prepare a detailed Service Plan for parks and streetscapes.

Short term 
(deliver)

F1.3 Audit Council Parks and OperaƟ ons team requirements for support faciliƟ es, storage space, and 
parking requirements to enable implementaƟ on of the maintenance and servicing framework.

Short term 
(deliver)

F1.4 Establish a priority lisƟ ng of all parks for upgrade and refurbishment based on asset life cycle 
and coordinate with the Play Space Strategy 2014-2029 priority of works.

Short term 
(deliver)
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No. AcƟ on Timing

F1.5 Establish a database of living assets for parks and street trees and inform improvement works to 
parks, program audits and renewal of assets.

Short term 
(deliver)

F1.6 Establish and maintain a list of signifi cant trees in parks and streets. Short term 
(deliver)

F1.7 Undertake an assessment of training fi eld surfaces to determine what maintenance and 
upgrade schedules are required to increase the capacity of play and resilience of turf. Consider 
alternaƟ ve surfaces such as hybrid or syntheƟ cs.

Short term 
(deliver)

F1.8 Review and update Councils Tree Policy and Street Tree Master Plan in line with Councils 
commitment to urban canopy targets and areas idenƟ fi ed in fi gure 4.4.

DirecƟ on F2: Provide clear and consistent messaging regarding compliance in parks

F2.1 Review Council’s Events Policy and Event Management and Delivery Guidelines and update the 
policy to idenƟ fy:

• which parks and reserves are appropriate for diff erent types of events 

• key impacts that would need to be managed for each place

• a calendar of events to manage frequency of events, so that public access to spaces is not 
impacted and the environment has opportunity to recover.

Short term 
(deliver)

F2.2 Implement updates to signage in parks and reserves and communicaƟ on of informaƟ on 
idenƟ fying open space regulaƟ ons, in accordance with Appendix B.

Medium term 
(deliver)

DirecƟ on F3: Maintain environments that are safe for users

F3.1 Review risks to health and safety at Waverley’s Cliff  Top parks and implement management 
strategies.

Short term 
(deliver)

DirecƟ on F4: Ensure consistency in management across all parks and reserves

F4.1 Set out guidelines for sponsorship or partnership agreements for Park and recreaƟ on assets 
to ensure some consistency of approach between community, not-for-profi t and commercial 
organisaƟ ons. Review Councils fees and charges accordingly.

Short term 
(deliver)

F4.2 Focus mass planƟ ng areas in:

• Beach and Sports parks 

• Steep slopes (of 1:3 or greater)

• Verge planƟ ng focus areas as idenƟ fi ed in fi gure 4.4.

Ongoing
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Open space network and hierarchy
We have 79 parks and reserves to manage, which service a 
range of acƟ viƟ es and users. The introducƟ on of a system of 
classifi caƟ on of our parks and reserves will help Council to 
prioriƟ se maintenance decisions and improvement acƟ viƟ es 
by providing an understanding of the level of provision and 
faciliƟ es expected for each type of open space. 

Our classifi caƟ on of spaces by fi ve types (Bondi Beach and 
Park Landscape, Beach Parks, Sports Parks, neighbourhood 
and local) is generally consistent with the proposed approach 
for open space planning set out in the NSW Government 
Architect’s Open Space for RecreaƟ on Guide. Our classifi caƟ on 
refl ects the types of acƟ viƟ es and faciliƟ es currently available, 
or desired, in each park and reserve, and to some extent 
the size of spaces. It indicates the catchment size and the 
extent that people travel to visit a space, and based on 
this informaƟ on informs the approach to maintenance and 
servicing required for each space. Principles for open space 
classifi caƟ on and hierarchy are outlined in Table 4.1.

Open space types
Bondi Beach and Park Landscape

• Unique and high profi le desƟ naƟ on in Waverley that 
aƩ racts visitors locally, regionally and internaƟ onally 
and provides access to water-based recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es, 
spaces to socialise and relax, and high quality ameniƟ es.

Beach Parks

• Provides open green space and space for passive and 
acƟ ve recreaƟ on and includes access to water-based 
acƟ viƟ es. Provides faciliƟ es and a landscape that aƩ racts 
visitors from beyond the Waverley LGA.

Sports Parks

• Provides open green space and space for passive 
recreaƟ on and team and organised sports. Provides 
sporƟ ng faciliƟ es that can cater for group and organised 
sports.

• A desƟ naƟ on park that services a substanƟ al residenƟ al 
area or at least two local suburb catchments. 

Neighbourhood

• Provides open green space for primarily passive and 
casual turn up and play recreaƟ on. Provides green 
spaces to walk through. Caters to the local catchment of 
residents in the suburb or LGA.

Local

• Provides open green space for primarily passive 
recreaƟ on. Provides green spaces to walk through. 
Includes small parks and parks on street verges and road 
closures and caters for immediate residents in the area.

Bondi Beach Park

Sports Park - Waverley Park 

Neighbourhood open space - St James Reserve
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Waverley Open Space and RecreaƟ on Strategy 87Figure 4.6 Classifi caƟ on of Waverley parks and reserves

KEY 

Bondi Park and Beach Parks
2. Bondi Park
3. Bronte Park and Gully
5. Tamarama Park and Gully 
Sports Parks
1 Waverley Park
4 Rodney Reserve
8 Hugh Bamford Reserve 
10 Barracluff  Park
23 Williams Park/ 
Bondi Golf and Diggers Club

Neighbourhood
6 Diamond Bay Reserve
7 Marks Park
9 Dudley Page Reserve
11 Varna Park
12 Eastern Avenue Reserve
13 Hunter Park
14 Thomas Hogan Reserve
15 Raleigh Street Reserve
16 Dickson Park
17 Calga Reserve
18 Clarke Street Reserve
19 Gaerloch Reserve
20 Clemenston Park
21 Biddigal Reserve
Local 
24 Kimberley Reserve
26 Ben Buckler Park / Ray O’Keefe 
27 Marlborough Reserve 
29 Macpherson Park
33 Fingleton Reserve
34 St James Road Reserve
37 HewleƩ  Street Reserve
41 Wairoa Reserve

46 O’Donnell St Reserve
51 Francis Street Reserve
22 Caff yn Park
25 Wilga Street Reserve
26 Victoria Park
30 Weonga Reserve
31 Boondi Reserve
32 Scarborough Crescent Bank
35 Faith PaƩ erson Reserve
36 Simpson Park
38 Sam Fiszman Reserve
39 Warren Zines Reserve
42 Stephen Street Reserve
43 Gibson Street Reserve
44 Dover Road Closure Split Level
45 Forest Knoll Reserve
47 Eora Reserve
48 Craig Avenue Reserve
49 Tower Street Reserve
50 Beach Road Reserve
52 Jensen Avenue Reserve
53 Sir Thomas Mitchell Reserve
54 Gilgandra Reserve
55 ScoƩ  Street Reserve
56 Niblick St Reserve
57 Brighton Boulevard Reserve
58 Onslow Street Reserve
60 Cuthbert Street Reserve
61 Dickson Street Reserve
62 HewleƩ  Street Road Closure
63 Edward Street Road Closure
64 New Street Reserve
65 Hal Lashwood Reserve (Ben Buckler)
66 Chaleyer Street Reserve

67 Ashley Street & Thompson Street Reserve
68 Andrew Street Reserve
69 Glen Street Reserve
70 Blair Street & Wairoa Avenue Reserve
71 Jessie Street Reserve
72 Fletcher Street Reserve
73 Belgrave Street
74 Palmerston Avenue 
75 Murriverie Road Reserve
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Type DescripƟ on Catchment and access FaciliƟ es

Bondi Beach 
and Park 
Landscape

Includes Bondi Beach, Bondi Park, 
surrounding parks and coast line.

Relates to the NaƟ onal Heritage 
LisƟ ng.

The landscape is a unique place 
in Waverley and is a high profi le 
desƟ naƟ on with an internaƟ onal 
reputaƟ on.

The landscape provides access to 
water-based recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es, 
spaces to socialise and relax, and 
high quality ameniƟ es.

The landscape aƩ racts visitors 
internaƟ onally and encourages 
whole day visits and overnight 
stays.

Encourages visits for a 
whole day and overnight 
stays. 

The landscape is a 
desƟ naƟ on and aƩ racts 
organised or planned 
journeys.

• Has a unique design characterisƟ c

• Includes furniture such as benches and 
picnic tables

• Includes high quality toilet faciliƟ es

• Include a play space with access path, 
signs and bubbler.

• Includes Bondi Pavilion 

• Includes food and beverage retailers

• Includes casual turn up and play faciliƟ es

• Includes lighƟ ng

• Include high amenity horƟ cultural 
planƟ ng, turf and trees

• Includes welcome signage at all 
entrances and interpreƟ ve signage of 
heritage items if relevant.

Beach Parks Larger park by the beach, 
designed with high amenity.

Refer to Appendix A for details of 
service levels and maintenance 
servicing framework.

Provides space for recreaƟ on, 
socialising and relaxaƟ on and 
includes access to water-based 
acƟ viƟ es. 

A desƟ naƟ on park that provides 
faciliƟ es and a landscape that 
aƩ racts visitors from across 
Waverley LGA and outside the 
LGA. Encourages visits for more 
than two hours.

Encourages visits for several 
hours and will aƩ ract 
organised or planned 
journeys.

Located close to public 
transport and include 
associated faciliƟ es such 
as car parking including 
accessible parking.

• Includes furniture such as benches and 
picnic tables

• Includes toilet faciliƟ es

• Include a play space with access path, 
signs and bubbler.

• May include a community hall or 
meeƟ ng space

• May include some casual turn up and 
play faciliƟ es

• May include a recreaƟ on facility for 
sports

• Includes lighƟ ng

• Include high amenity horƟ cultural 
planƟ ng, turf and trees

• Includes welcome signage at all 
entrances and interpreƟ ve signage of 
heritage items if relevant.
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Table 4.1 Principles for open space classifi caƟ on and hierarchy

Type DescripƟ on Catchment and access FaciliƟ es

Sports Parks Larger park, designed with high 
amenity and provision of sports 
fi elds, courts and recreaƟ on 
faciliƟ es.

Refer to Appendix A for details of 
service levels and maintenance 
servicing framework.

Provides sporƟ ng faciliƟ es that 
can cater for organised and team 
sports and casual play.

A desƟ naƟ on park that services 
a substanƟ al residenƟ al area 
or at least two local suburb 
catchments.  

Encourages visits for one to 
two hours.

Accessible by users within a 
1km catchment area, about 
15 to 20 minutes’ walk from 
home.

Located close to public 
transport.

• >25% of space is acƟ ve space

• Includes furniture such as benches and 
picnic tables

• Includes toilet faciliƟ es

• May include a play space with access 
path, signs and bubbler.

• May include a community hall or 
meeƟ ng space

• May include some casual turn up and 
play faciliƟ es

• May include a sporƟ ng facility

• Includes lighƟ ng

• Includes planƟ ng, turf and trees

• Includes welcome signage at all 
entrances and interpreƟ ve signage of 
heritage items if relevant.

Neighbour-

hood

Provides a good level of landscape 
amenity.

Refer to Appendix A for details of 
service levels and maintenance 
servicing framework.

Provides open green space for 
primarily passive and casual turn 
up and play recreaƟ on. Provides 
green spaces to walk through.

Caters for a localised 
catchment. 

Accessible by users regularly 
within a 400m catchment 
area, about an 8 to 15 
minutes’ walk from home.

Visited daily by many users 
for short visits of up to one 
hour.

• 0% acƟ ve space

• May include furniture such as benches 
and picnic tables

• May include toilet faciliƟ es

• May include a play space with access 
path, signs and bubbler.

• May include a community hall or 
meeƟ ng space

• May include some casual turn up and 
play faciliƟ es 

• Does not include lighƟ ng

• Includes include low maintenance 
planƟ ng, turf and trees

• Includes small park signs at all entrances
Local Provides a basic level of landscape 

amenity.

Refer to Appendix A for details of 
service levels and maintenance 
servicing framework.

Provides open green space for 
primarily passive recreaƟ on. 
Provides green spaces to walk 
through.

• Caters for immediate 
residents in the area. 

• Accessible by users 
within a 200m walking 
catchment area, about 
5 to 10 minutes’ walk 
from home or by users 
passing by on their way 
to other desƟ naƟ ons.

• 0% acƟ ve space

• May include furniture such as, bins, 
seaƟ ng benches and picnic tables

• May include a play space

• Does not include lighƟ ng

• Includes low maintenance planƟ ng, turf 
and trees

• Includes small park signs at all entrances
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Locality Strategic Plan
The following plans show the combined strategies by locality. 

North

Figure 4.7 shows the North locality, which encompasses North 
Bondi in the south, to Vaucluse in the north.

Key projects for the North locality are focused on increasing 
ameniƟ es to improve access to toilets along the Cliff  Walk, 
increasing the capacity of sports fi elds at Barracluff  Park and 
Dudley Page Reserve and courts, and increasing street planƟ ng 
on key cycle and pedestrian routes.

Priority acƟ ons for projects to be delivered in the short term 
(next 0 to 5 years) in the North locality are:

• A1.4 Implement a strategy to increase the profi le of South 
Head Cemetery as part of the Waverley parks and reserves 
network and recreaƟ on walking network.

• A1.6 Seek opportuniƟ es to increase turn-up and play 
faciliƟ es such as basketball and netball hoops, tennis 
rebound walls, and outdoor acƟ vity staƟ ons. Priority 
locaƟ ons may be Rodney Reserve and Barracluff  Park.

• A1.3 Consult on the introducƟ on of Ɵ med access for dog 
off -leash acƟ viƟ es at Barracluff  Park/Beach Road Reserve 
to improve access to dog off -leash areas in North Bondi 
and Bondi Beach. IdenƟ fy measures to enforce compliance 
with Ɵ med access. 

• A2.2 InvesƟ gate opportuniƟ es to extend the size of the 
fi eld at Barracluff  Park to increase the capacity of the fi eld 
for training and match play, whilst supporƟ ng a broader 
mix of acƟ viƟ es such as casual play and dog off -leash 
(Ɵ med access), and providing ameniƟ es such as toilets.

InvesƟ gate with Bondi Bowling Club the opportunity to 
acquire the site to extend Barracluff  Park.

• A2.3 InvesƟ gate opportuniƟ es to increase the capacity of 
Rodney Reserve and provide sports clubs and groups more 
opƟ ons for training and match play, including locaƟ ng new 
outdoor courts at the northern end of the reserve

• A2.4 Increase lighƟ ng of the sports fi eld and provide 
ameniƟ es such as toilets and change faciliƟ es at Hugh 
Bamford Reserve, to enable more groups access and 
increase the hours of play available for the fi eld.

• A4.1 Complete an ameniƟ es study to idenƟ fy gaps 
and recommended locaƟ ons for providing public toilet 
faciliƟ es and water fountains along the Cliff  Top Walk. 
Suggested locaƟ ons for more ameniƟ es include Diamond 
Bay and Hugh Bamford Reserve.

Beaches

Figure 4.8 shows the Beaches locality which encompasses 
Bondi, Tamarama and Bronte Beaches and the suburbs of 
Bondi Beach, Bondi, Tamarama and Bronte.

Key projects for the Beaches locality are focused on providing 
beƩ er access to dog off -leash areas (to Barracluff  Park), and 
increasing street planƟ ng on key cycle and pedestrian routes 
– with a parƟ cular focus on the Bondi Beach Street Greening 
Focus Area.

Priority acƟ ons for projects to be delivered in the short term 
(next 0 to 5 years) in the Beaches locality are:

• A1.9 ConƟ nue to implement acƟ ons to provide improved 
beach access, in line with the principles for universal 
access at Bondi Beach and Bronte Park.

• D2.3 Encourage planƟ ng of naƟ ve species in open spaces 
and verges to improve habitats for naƟ ve fl ora and fauna in 
our urban environment, parƟ cularly along Possible Street 
Greening and Park Biodiversity Focus Areas.

The JuncƟ on
Figure 4.9 shows The JuncƟ on locality which encompasses the 
western part of the LGA, including the suburbs of Waverley, 
Queens Park and Bondi JuncƟ on.

Key projects for The JuncƟ on locality are focused on increasing 
tree planƟ ng and greening to support the high number 
of pedestrians in this locality, securing more spaces for 
recreaƟ on, and providing more opportuniƟ es for turn-up 
and play faciliƟ es and spaces for casual play parƟ cularly in 
and around Bondi JuncƟ on. There is opportunity to explore 
establishing shared use arrangements to enable access to 
exisƟ ng private faciliƟ es and also land acquisiƟ ons to extend 
and upgrade exisƟ ng parks and reserves.

Priority acƟ ons for projects to be delivered in the short term 
(next 0 to 5 years) in The JuncƟ on locality are:

• A1.6 Seek opportuniƟ es to increase turn-up and play 
faciliƟ es such as basketball and netball hoops, tennis 
rebound walls, and outdoor acƟ vity staƟ ons.

Priority locaƟ ons for invesƟ gaƟ on are: Bondi JuncƟ on and 
Waverley Park.

• A1.7 Seek opportuniƟ es to provide addiƟ onal indoor 
mulƟ -use courts that can be used for casual play and also 
support match play, such as basketball. New faciliƟ es can 
be integrated as part of new development, parƟ cularly in 
and around Bondi JuncƟ on.

• D2.3 Encourage planƟ ng of naƟ ve species in open spaces 
and verges to improve habitats for naƟ ve fl ora and fauna in 
our urban environment, parƟ cularly along Possible Street 
Greening and Park Biodiversity Focus Areas in Bondi JuncƟ on 
and Waverley suburbs.

390



Waverley Open Space and RecreaƟ on Strategy 91

Figure 4.7 North Combined Strategies Map

KEY

Suburb boundary

ConƟ nuous Walking Route

Heritage InterpretaƟ on Strategy

Areas of quiet contemplaƟ on

Living memorial sites

Public Art

Possible Biodiversity Focus

Possible Street Greening Focus Area  

Possible Street/ Verge PlanƟ ng  

LocaƟ on of possible leasing / 

agreement or property acquisiƟ ons
1. Bondi Bowling Club, North Bondi
2. Bondi Scout Hall, North Bondi 

Possible Toilet Block LocaƟ ons 
6. Barracluff  Park, North Bondi  
9. Hugh Bamford Reserve, North Bondi  
10. Diamond Bay, Vaucluse

Possible Sports Ground Upgrade/ Arrangement 
11. Barracluff  Park Reserve, North Bondi  
12. Dudley Page, Dover Heights
Possible Sports court LocaƟ on
16. Rodney Reserve
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Figure 4.8 Beaches Combined Strategies Map

KEY

Heritage InterpretaƟ on Strategy 

Areas of quiet contemplaƟ on 

Living memorial sites 

Public Art 

Possible Biodiversity Focus

Possible Street Greening Focus Area  

Possible Street/ Verge PlanƟ ng  
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Figure 4.9 Bondi JuncƟ on and Surrounds Combined Strategies Map

KEY
Heritage InterpretaƟ on Strategy

Areas of quiet contemplaƟ on

Living memorial sites

Public Art 

Possible Biodiversity Focus

Possible Street Greening Focus Area  

Possible Street/ Verge PlanƟ ng  

 

Suburb boundary

ConƟ nuous Walking Route

LocaƟ on of possible leasing / agreement or property 
acquisiƟ ons
3. Under Syd Einfeld Dr, Bondi JuncƟ on 
4. Clementson Park, Bondi JuncƟ on  
5. Bronte Bowling Club, Waverley
6. 15 Adelaide Street, Bondi JuncƟ on
7.  143 Bronte Road, Queens Park

Possible Sports Ground Upgrade/ Arrangement 
12. Varna Park, Waverley
Possible Pool Arrangement
14. Waverley College, Waverley
Possible Sports court LocaƟ on
15. Waverley Park
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Monitoring and reporƟ ng
ExisƟ ng Council reviews and measures will assist in monitoring 
the eff ecƟ veness of the OSRS. The approaches to monitoring 
and indicators for success are listed in Table 4.2. Indicators 
can be monitored through the proposed acƟ viƟ es as part 
of the engagement framework (AcƟ on E1.2) and through 
other monitoring and reporƟ ng acƟ viƟ es as part of our other 
programs. 

Each year Waverley reports on progress in delivering goals of 
the Waverley Community Strategic Plan. For open space this 
involves reporƟ ng on the following measures:

• improved community saƟ sfacƟ on with the quality of 
parks, sporƟ ng and recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es and open spaces

• improve community saƟ sfacƟ on with the accessibility to 
parks, sporƟ ng and recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es and open spaces.

We will review our SAMP to guide the funding and 
prioriƟ saƟ on of projects that deliver on the OSRS.

The OSRS will be reviewed and updated in 10 years Ɵ me.

Approach to monitoring Indicators

Annual Community 
SaƟ sfacƟ on Survey

Community saƟ sfacƟ on 
increases

Annual Sports Fields and 
Courts Regular Hirers Survey

SporƟ ng clubs and school 
groups saƟ sfacƟ on is 
maintained or increases

Hours faciliƟ es used or 
booked

The average hours of 
bookings increases across all 
faciliƟ es

Transport surveys and 
pedestrian monitoring

Trips in Waverley by acƟ ve 
transport (walking and 
cycling) increases

Tree canopy and vegetated 
area audit

Tree canopy and vegetated 
area increases

Compliance with Council 
open space policies and 
regulaƟ ons

Complaints decreases

Funding
Planning, management, and maintenance of open space is 
funded through Council’s operaƟ onal budgets. Delivery of this 
OSRS will predominately be funded by Council.

AcquisiƟ on of new spaces and upgrade of exisƟ ng spaces will 
primarily be funded through Council’s capital works budgets. 
SomeƟ mes funding may be available via external sources such 
as development contribuƟ ons collected via local contribuƟ ons 
plans or negoƟ ated through planning agreements, or other 
Government grant funding.

Table 4.2 Approaches to monitoring OSRS outcomes and 
indicators to measure

Figure 4.10 Monitoring and reporƟ ng framework
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Appendix A: Maintenance 
and servicing framework

DescripƟ on Beach Parks  
(including Bondi 
Park)

Parks with Sports 
Fields

Local Parks Neighbourhood 
Parks

Streets/ Verges/ 
Traffi  c Calming 
Devise 

Service Level High

High level of 
uƟ lisaƟ on

This standard has 
the highest level 
of asset provision, 
using quality 
materials and 
bespoke designs, 
maintenance is 
undertaken to the 
highest aff ordable 
standards 
with quick 
response Ɵ mes 
and proacƟ ve 
programed 
operaƟ ons.

High

High level of 
uƟ lisaƟ on

This standard has 
the highest level 
of asset provision, 
using quality 
materials and 
bespoke designs, 
maintenance is 
undertaken to the 
highest aff ordable 
standards 
with quick 
response Ɵ mes 
and proacƟ ve 
programed 
operaƟ ons.

Medium

Medium level of 
uƟ lisaƟ on

This standard has 
a moderate level 
of asset provision, 
using robust 
materials and 
simple designs. 
Maintenance is 
undertaken to a 
good standards, 
with standard 
response Ɵ mes 
and programed 
operaƟ ons.

Basic

RelaƟ vely low level 
of uƟ lisaƟ on.

This standard has 
the lowest level 
of asset provision, 
using robust 
materials and 
simple designs. 
Maintenance is 
undertaken to the 
lowest acceptable 
standard, with 
longer response 
Ɵ mes and fewer 
programed 
operaƟ ons.

Basic

RelaƟ vely low level 
of uƟ lisaƟ on.

This standard has 
the lowest level 
of asset provision, 
using robust 
materials and 
simple designs. 
Maintenance is 
undertaken to the 
lowest acceptable 
standard, with 
longer response 
Ɵ mes and fewer 
programed 
operaƟ ons.

Service 
Frequency 

Weekly Monthly 6 weeks – 3 
months 

6 weeks – 3 
months

6 weeks – 3 
months

Water Summer lawn 
areas as required

Summer lawn 
areas as required 

Limited or no lawn 
irrigaƟ on 

No lawn irrigaƟ on No lawn irrigaƟ on 

Trees and shrubs 
as required. Drip 
system to be 
installed where 
possible. 

Trees and shrubs 
as required. Drip 
system to be 
installed where 
possible.

Hand water new 
revegetaƟ on 
areas.  

Hand water new 
revegetaƟ on 
areas.

Hand water new 
revegetaƟ on 
areas.

Monitor water use 
to adhere to water 
budgets.

Monitor water use 
to adhere to water 
budgets.

Monitor water use 
to adhere to water 
budgets. 
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IrrigaƟ on 
System 

Repair sprinklers, 
valves and pipes 
as required. 
Maintain in a good 
condiƟ on. Refer 
to IPWEA Parks 
Management: 
Inventories, 
condiƟ ons and 
performance 
grading for raƟ ngs. 

Sprinkler systems 
to sports fi elds / 
repair sprinklers, 
valves and pipes 
as required.  
Maintain in a good 
condiƟ on. Refer 
to IPWEA Parks 
Management: 
Inventories, 
condiƟ ons and 
performance 
grading for raƟ ngs.

No/ Limited 
sprinklers systems, 
check taps, 
valves if present.  
Maintain in a good 
condiƟ on. Refer 
to IPWEA Parks 
Management: 
Inventories, 
condiƟ ons and 
performance 
grading for raƟ ngs.  

No irrigaƟ on 
systems 

No irrigaƟ on 
systems 

Sprinkler checks 
monthly between 
November – 
February.  

Limited sprinkler 
system/ sprinkler 
checks monthly 
between 
November – 
February.  

No/ Limited 
sprinklers 

No sprinklers No sprinklers 

Mowing Grass height 
between 80 – 
100mm covering 
30% turf area 

Grass height 
between 80 – 
100mm covering 
30% turf area

Seasonally 
dependent 
especially on 
reserves with 
waterways and 
drains. Grass 
height between 
100 – 150mm 
between >50% 
reserve. 

Seasonally 
dependent 
especially on 
reserves with 
waterways and 
drains. Grass 
height between 
100 – 150mm 
between >50% 
reserve.

Seasonally 
dependent. Grass 
height between 
100 – 150mm. 
Respond to merit 
requests 

NOTE: Mowing may be deferred in winter months or if a community event is scheduled. 
Edging Every 2-4 weeks or 

as required 
Every Month Every 3 months Every 3 months No edging 

Brush Cuƫ  ng Around signage, 
furniture, 
structures, path 
edges every 1-2 
weeks 

Around signage, 
furniture, 
structures, path 
edges every 
month 

Around signage, 
furniture, 
structures, path 
edges every 6 
weeks – 3 months 

Around signage, 
furniture, 
structures, path 
edges every 6 
weeks – 3 months

Weed Control Spay selecƟ ve 
herbicides to 
control Bindii and 
Cape Daisy on 
turf once a year 
between June – 
September. 

Spay selecƟ ve 
herbicides to 
control Bindii and 
Cape Daisy on 
turf once a year 
between June – 
September. 

Spay selecƟ ve 
herbicides to 
control Bindii and 
Cape Daisy on 
turf once a year 
between June – 
September. 

Spay selecƟ ve 
herbicides to 
control Bindii and 
Cape Daisy on 
turf once a year 
between June – 
September. 

Pre-emergent 
applied to garden 
beds every 3 
months in spring 
and summer. 

Pre-emergent 
applied to garden 
beds every 3 
months in spring 
and summer. 

Pre-emergent 
applied to garden 
beds once a year. 

Hand weed garden 
beds – check 
weekly

Hand weed garden 
beds – check every 
month  

Hand weed garden 
beds – check 6 
weeks – 3 months  

Hand weed garden 
beds – check 6 
weeks – 3 months  

Hand weed garden 
beds – check 6 
weeks – 3 months
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Pruning Trees and shrubs 
as required to 
maintain Ɵ dy 
appearance and 
for plant health

 Trees and shrubs 
as required 

Prune damaged 
or hazardous 
branches 

Prune damaged 
or hazardous 
branches

Remove spent 
fl owers as 
required 

Remove spent 
fl owers as 
required

Dig, Plant, 
Maintain 

Garden beds Garden beds Garden beds Plant on steep 
slopes

Top up mulch 
monthly 

Top up mulch 
every 3 months 

Top up mulch as 
necessary 

Top up mulch as 
necessary

Plant Replacements as 
necessary and for 
improvements 

Replacements as 
necessary and for 
improvements

RevegetaƟ on and 
screen planƟ ngs in 
winter

Trees/ shrubs – 
screening resident 
request 

Replant/ replace  
traffi  c calming 
device planƟ ng as 
necessary and for 
improvements 

FerƟ lise Lawns/ turf/ 
sports fi elds 
Autumn and 
Spring 

Lawns/ sports 
fi elds in Spring 

No/ limited 
ferƟ lising only as 
necessary and high 
use local parks  

No/ limited 
ferƟ lising only as 
necessary  

No/ limited 
ferƟ lising only as 
necessary  

Top Dress Lawns/ turf/ 
sports fi elds 
to ensure 
even surfaces 
throughout 

Top dress high 
traffi  c or damaged 
areas as necessary 

Top dress uneven 
surfaces for public 
safety as required 

Top dress uneven 
surfaces for public 
safety as required

Top dress uneven 
surfaces for public 
safety as required

Turf Returf aŌ er 
large events, 
and surrounding 
high wear areas 
including sports 
fi elds as required 
and end of each 
season. 

Returf aŌ er 
large events, 
and surrounding 
high wear areas 
including sports 
fi elds as required 
and end of each 
season.

Returf for safety as 
necessary 

Returf for safety as 
necessary

Returf for safety as 
necessary

Over sow annually Over sow sports 
fi elds and high use 
parks  

Aerate sports 
fi elds and high use 
parks annually 

Aerate sports 
fi elds and high use 
parks annually
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Maintain 
Assets 
and Play 
Equipment 

Playgrounds 
weekly visual 
condiƟ on 
assessment. 3 
monthly tesƟ ng 
of moving parts. 
Annual audit for 
compliance to AS. 

Playgrounds 
weekly visual 
condiƟ on 
assessment. 3 
monthly tesƟ ng 
of moving parts. 
Annual audit for 
compliance to AS.

Playgrounds 
weekly visual 
condiƟ on 
assessment. 3 
monthly tesƟ ng 
of moving parts. 
Annual audit for 
compliance to AS.

Playgrounds 
weekly visual 
condiƟ on 
assessment. 3 
monthly tesƟ ng 
of moving parts. 
Annual audit for 
compliance to AS.

Furniture (seats, 
tables, bins, 
barbecues) weekly 

Furniture (seats, 
tables, bins, 
barbecues) 
monthly

Furniture (seats, 
tables, bins, 
barbecues) 6 
weeks – 3 months 

Furniture (seats, 
tables, bins, 
barbecues) 6 
weeks – 3 months

Structures (picnic 
shelter, toilets, 
change rooms) 
weekly 

Structures (picnic 
shelter, toilets, 
change rooms) 
monthly 

Few or no 
structures to 
maintain. 

Few or no 
structures to 
maintain.

Monthly 
inspecƟ on of 
all pathways, 
footbridges and 
walking trails 
in safe to easily 
accessible state. 

Monthly 
inspecƟ on of 
all pathways, 
footbridges and 
walking trails 
in safe to easily 
accessible state.

Safe walkways 
by repairs to 
footpaths, 
walkways, steps, 
post and rail 
fences, handrails 
as required 

Check and 
maintain 
walkways/ 
footpaths as 
required. 

Hand LiƩ er 
Pick Up 

Daily to twice 
weekly

Daily to twice 
weekly (Dec, Jan, 
Feb) – Weekly 
(May, June, July) 

Check every visit Check every visit Check every visit 

Vandalism Inspect and assess 
within 24hrs Mon 
– Fri, carry out 
ASAP depending 
on damage/ 
vandalism and 
required materials. 

Inspect and assess 
within 24hrs Mon 
– Fri, carry out 
ASAP depending 
on damage/ 
vandalism and 
required materials.

Inspect and 
assess within 
24hrs Mon – Fri 
of noƟ fi caƟ on, 
carry out ASAP 
depending 
on damage/ 
vandalism and 
required materials.

For safety if 
required or 
programmed 

For safety if 
required or 
programmed

Bin change 
over 

Change over daily Collected by PPC Collected by PPC Collected by PPC
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Appendix B: Parks 
compliance
*Alcohol free zone = public streets and beaches (Bondi, Tamarama and Bronte) only    

*Alcohol prohibited zone = parks, reserves and public spaces that have been endorsed by council to be enforceable alcohol 
prohibited zones   

Park or Reserve Proposed compliance informaƟ on

All Parks (except 
those listed 
independently 
below)

All Parks (except those listed independently below) 

• No camping or staying over night 

• No portable barbecues or open fi res
In an alcohol prohibited zone; Bondi Park & Beach, Tamarama Park & Beach and Bronte Park & Beach. 

• No consumpƟ on of alcohol (only is Alcohol free or prohibited zones as determined by Council
With a playground (refer to play strategy for locaƟ ons) 

• No dogs within 10m of playground 

• Assistance dogs permiƩ ed in playground 

• No smoking within 10m of playground
Without a fi eld or court (i.e. except Rodney Reserve, Barracluff  Park, Dudley Page Reserve, Hugh Bamford 
Reserve) 

• No organised ball games, without council approval 
In Coastal Reserves (Diamond Bay Reserve) 

• No camping or staying overnight
Parks within the Bondi InterƟ dal Area i.e. Hunter Park, Marks Park, Gareloch Reserve 

• No collecƟ ng or harvesƟ ng invertebrates in the interƟ dal area

LocaƟ ons where commercial acƟ viƟ es are allowed: (Note fi tness training allowed in Hunter Park, Marks 
Park, Barracluff  Park, Diamond Bay Reserve, Dudley page Reserve, Hugh Bamford Reserve, Rodney 
Reserve, Upper Dickson Reserve, Varna Park.  

Note events in Dudley Page Reserve, Marks Park, Calga Reserve, Gaerloch Reserve, Diamond Bay, Hugh 
Bamford Reserve, Hunter Park, Waverley Memorial Park, Caff yn Park, Barracluff  Park, Clementson Park, 
Kimberley Reserve, Thomas Hogan Reserve, Varna Park, Upper Dickson Reserve, Rodney Reserve) 

To apply for an event or commercial acƟ vity, please seek approval from Council prior by calling 9369 8000. 

Otherwise: No commercial acƟ viƟ es
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Park or Reserve Proposed compliance informaƟ on

Bronte Park • No consumpƟ on of alcohol 

• No camping or staying overnight 

• No organised ball games, without council approval  

• No commercial acƟ viƟ es, without Council approval 

• No kites or kite acƟ viƟ es 

• No portable barbecues or open fi res 

• No collecƟ ng or harvesƟ ng invertebrates in the interƟ dal area  

• No smoking on beaches 

• Dogs are prohibited on the beach, in the bushland of the Bronte Gully, and near the pool, children’s 
play areas and food preparaƟ on areas such as barbecues and the kiosk.

Bronte Beach • No Dogs 

• No Smoking 

• No kite or kite acƟ viƟ es 

• No collecƟ ng or harvesƟ ng invertebrates in the interƟ dal area  

• No commercial acƟ viƟ es 

• No Alcohol 

• No ball games 

• No glass
Tamarama Park • No consumpƟ on of alcohol 

• No camping or staying overnight 

• No smoking on beaches 

• No organised ball games, without council approval  

• No skateboarding, rollerblading and kite fl ying. 

• No dogs. Dogs prohibited in park and on the Beach, dogs permiƩ ed on-leash on the Coast Walk, 
promenade and in Tamarama Gully  

• Fishing is allowed in these areas but taking, gathering or collecƟ ng seashore animals is prohibited.
Tamarama Beach • No Dogs 

• No Smoking 

• No kite or kite acƟ viƟ es 

• No collecƟ ng or harvesƟ ng invertebrates in the interƟ dal area  

• No commercial acƟ viƟ es 

• No Alcohol 

• No ball games 

• No glass
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Park or Reserve Proposed compliance informaƟ on

Bondi Park and 
Biddigal Park

• No consumpƟ on of alcohol 

• No camping or staying overnight 

• No smoking on beaches 

• No dogs. Dogs prohibited in park and on the Beach, dogs permiƩ ed on-leash on the Coast Walk and 
promenade.   

• No organised ball games, without council approval.  

• No commercial acƟ viƟ es, without Council approval 

• No bikes, skateboards or rollerblades 

• No kites or kite acƟ viƟ es 

• No portable barbeque’s or open fi res
Bondi Beach signs • No dogs 

• No Smoking 

• No kite or kite acƟ viƟ es 

• No commercial acƟ viƟ es 

• No Alcohol 

• No glass 

• No carrying of hand spears or spear guns 

• No collecƟ ng or harvesƟ ng invertebrates in the interƟ dal area. Bondi to Tamarama forms an InterƟ dal 
Protected Area

North Bondi 
Childrens’ Pool 
and Rock Pool

• No Dogs 

• No running 

• No diving 

• No collecƟ ng or harvesƟ ng invertebrates in the interƟ dal area. Bondi to Tamarama forms an InterƟ dal 
Protected Area  

• No smoking 

• No drinking 

• No glass 

• No spear fi shing
Waverley Park • No camping or staying overnight 

• No commercial acƟ viƟ es, without Council approval 

• No portable barbeque’s or open fi res 

• Dogs prohibited on sports fi elds and courts, the memorial garden and within 10m of playground and 
food preparaƟ on areas. A designated dog off -leash area is located on the top secƟ on of the park. Dogs 
must remain on-leash in all other areas of the park.
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Appendix C: Landscape 
ConservaƟ on Areas and 
heritage items
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Park or reserve Landscape ConservaƟ on Area State Heritage 
LisƟ ng

Includes Local Heritage, 
Archaeological, 
Aboriginal Items or Sites  

Ben Buckler / Ray O’Keefe 
Reserve

Ben Buckler (Ray O’Keefe) Reserve Landscape 
ConservaƟ on Area

Yes

Bondi Beach and Park* Bondi Beach and Park Landscape 
ConservaƟ on Area

Yes - Bondi Pavilion, 
Bondi Ocean Ouƞ all 
Sewer, Bondi Beach 
Cultural Landscape

Yes

Bronte Beach and Park Bronte Beach and Park Landscape 
ConservaƟ on Area

Yes

Caff yn Park Caff yn Park Landscape ConservaƟ on Area
Calga Reserve Calga Avenue Landscape ConservaƟ on Area
Clarke Reserve Coastal Sandstone Escarpment Landscape 

ConservaƟ on Area
Clemenston Park Clemenston Park Landscape ConservaƟ on 

Area
Cuthbert Street Reserve Cuthbert Street Landscape ConservaƟ on 

Area
Diamond Bay Reserve Coastal Sandstone Escarpment Landscape 

ConservaƟ on Area
Yes

Dickson Park Dickson Park Landscape ConservaƟ on Area
Fingleton Reserve Fingleton Reserve Landscape ConservaƟ on 

Area
Francis Street Reserve Francis Street Landscape ConservaƟ on Area
Gaerloch Reserve Gaerloch Reserve Landscape ConservaƟ on 

Area
HewleƩ  Street Reserve HewleƩ  Street Landscape ConservaƟ on Area
Hugh Bamford Reserve Yes
Hunter Park Hunter and Marks Park Landscape 

ConservaƟ on Area
Yes

Macpherson Park Macpherson Park Landscape ConservaƟ on 
Area

Marks Park Hunter and Marks Park Landscape 
ConservaƟ on Area

Yes

Queens Park Queens Park Landscape ConservaƟ on Area
Rodney Reserve Coastal Sandstone Escarpment Landscape 

ConservaƟ on Area
Yes

Simpson Park Simpson Park Landscape ConservaƟ on Area Yes
Tamarama Beach and Park Tamarama Beach, Park and Marine Drive 

Landscape ConservaƟ on Area
Yes

Tamarama Beach and Park Tamarama Park Landscape ConservaƟ on 
Area

Yes

Thomas Hogan Reserve Thomas Hogan Reserve and Bird Sanctuary 
(Formerly Glen-Roona Reserve) Landscape 
ConservaƟ on Area

Varna Park Varna Reserve Landscape ConservaƟ on Area
Waverley Park Waverley Park Landscape ConservaƟ on Area Yes - Waverley 

Reservoir No. 1 and 
No. 2

Yes

Williams Park William Reserve, North Bondi Golf Course 
Landscape ConservaƟ on Area

Yes

* Note Bondi Beach is listed as NaƟ onal Heritage Place
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