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REPORT 
CM/10.1/21.05 
 
 
Subject: National General Assembly of Local Government - 

Attendance by Councillors 
 
TRIM No: A13/0314 
 
Author: Evan Hutchings, Executive Manager, Governance and Risk  
 
Director: Karen Mobbs, General Counsel  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council:  
 
1. Nominates interested Councillors to attend the 2021 National General Assembly of Local 

Government to be held at the National Convention Centre in Canberra from Sunday, 20 June, to 
Wednesday, 23 June 2021, and determines the method of attendance. 

 
2. Meets the applicable registration fee, and travel, accommodation, meal and incidental expenses, in 

accordance with its Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy for those Councillors nominated to 
attend the Assembly. 

 
3. Determines the voting delegate in the event that more than one Councillor is nominated to attend 

the Assembly.  
 
 

1. Executive Summary 
 
Council has been advised by the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) of its 2021 National 
General Assembly of Local Government (NGA) to be held at the National Convention Centre, Canberra, 
from Sunday, 20 June 2021, to Wednesday, 23 June 2021.  
 
The ALGA advises that the NGA is the premier local government event that brings together representatives 
from councils across Australia to develop local government policy ideas, meet with key federal politicians 
and hear from renowned experts on the key issues affecting local government in Australia.  
 
A copy of the NGA program is attached.  
 
2. Introduction/Background 
 
Nil.  
 
3. Relevant Council Resolutions 
 
Nil. 
 
4. Discussion 
 
The cost of registration to attend the conference sessions in person for the three days (Monday to 
Wednesday) is $1,099. Registration for individual days is also available, with these costs being $529 for 
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each of the first and second days and $280 for day three. Accommodation ranges from $160–$375 per 
night for each of the three nights for Councillors attending the Assembly. These costs, as well as travel, 
meals and incidental expenses for each Councillor attending, will be met by Council for any Councillor 
attending in accordance with its Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy.  
 
It is noted that the second day of the conference (Tuesday, 22 June 2021) clashes with a scheduled Council 
meeting. Should a Councillor wish to attend the conference but also be able to attend the Council meeting 
in person, an option is available for ‘virtual’ attendance at the Assembly. The cost of full virtual registration 
is $689. Single-day virtual registration is also available for the Monday and Tuesday at a cost of $489 per 
day.  
 
Should Council resolve to nominate more than one Councillor to attend the conference, it will be required 
to determine which of these will be the voting delegate, as each council with delegates attending is 
allocated one vote only for voting on motions submitted to the Assembly.  
 
5. Financial impact statement/Time frame/Consultation 
 
Under the Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy, Council allocates up to $15,000 per year (excluding GST) 
to fund attendance at conferences and similar events.   
 
No additional consultation is required on this matter. 
 
6. Conclusion 
 
This report facilitates the nomination of interested Councillors to attend the 2021 National General 
Assembly of Local Government in Canberra from Sunday, 20 June, to Wednesday, 23 June 2021.   
 
The attending Councillors’ expenses will be met in accordance with Council’s Councillor Expenses and 
Facilities Policy.  
 
The date of the Assembly clashes with the June 2021 Council meeting; however, ‘virtual’ attendance at the 
Assembly is available, providing the ability to also attend the Council meeting in person should a nominated 
Councillor choose to do so.   
 
7. Attachments 
 
1. NGA program 2021 ⇩    
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